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PREFACE. 



The eternal Son of God, when taking leave of an un- 
grateful world, instituted the sacrament of the Supper as a 
lively resemblance and memorial of his bloody sufferings 
and death in the room of his people ; and also to be a bright 
and lasting evidence of the amazing love of God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, to perishing sinners. 

As God once sent his Son into the world in a lowly habit, 
clothed with human flesh, to save sinners, so now he sends 
him in a homely dress, clothed with the elements of bread 
and wine, to assure us of his love, and to engage us to come 
to him. Kings expect that their children will be respected, 
though their officers be neglected. Surely (saith God) 
" They will reverence my Son ; " they will make him wel- 
come, and hearken to him. 

In this most august ordinance of the New Testament the 
great God approaches very near to us, and we to him ; and 
yet it ^ to be deeply regretted, that many who profess to. 
believe this, come to it with so little thought and preparation, 
and with so much indifference and carelessness of spirit 
Oh, shall we venture so near the great God, who is infl- 
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IV PREFACE, 

nitely holy, in whose sight the heavens are not pure, and in 
whose presence the sun and stars are dimmed, and the 
brightest seraphim do gather in their wings, and account 
themselves as little flies before him ! and shall we, who are 
creatures so mean and so vile, be careless and unconcerned, 
when we make the nearest approach to this great and holy 
God, that we can make on this side heaven ! 

Ought we not to go blushing, ashamed, and deeply ham- 
bled on many accounts, and particularly for our ingratitude 
for that " love which passeth knowledge,** and for our con- 
tempt of " God's unspeakable gift,*' the greatest sin in the 
world ; yea, we should go wondering that we are out of 
hell, for many thousands are burning there who have not 
sinned so heinously, in making light of precious Christ, as 
we have done. 

Moreover, reader, consider if you go to this ordinance 
unprepared, or with indifference, you not only make light 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, but you are " guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord,'* 1 Cor. 11 : 27. Surely that word 
may cause you to quake and tremble ; blood guiltiness of 
any sort is a dreadful sin, and especially to be guilty of the 
" blood of the Lord." Murder is a sin that cries for ven- 
geance on the actor, and gives God no rest till he punish it. 
Gen. 4 : 10, " The voice of thy brother's blood crieth to me 
from the earth.'* If it be a crying sin to murder a common 
person, what must it be to murder a King? "Who can 
stretch forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, yid be 
guiltless?" 1 Sam. 26 : 9. Oh, then, what a crime must it 
be to murder the eternal Son of God, who is thy exalted 
King, thy dear Redeemer, and thy God who gave thee a 
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being. Child murder is a heinous crime, but what Christ 
murder is, no tongue can tell ! If on him that slew Cain, 
that wicked man, vengeance should be taken sevenfold, 
what vengeance will be taken on him that crucifies afresh 
the Lord of Glory ? This consideration should make all of 
us afraid of careless and unworthy communicating. 

If we would communicate worthily, we must be earnest, 
not only for the life of grace, but also for the liveliness of 
grace; not only for the truth and sincerity of grace, but 
likewise for the activity and vigorous exercise of grace. So 
that a believer himself doth not eat and drink worthily, un- 
less the grace that is in him be excited and exercised at this 
ordinance. There must be not only faith in the truth of it, 
but there must be faith realizing, apptlying, appropriating, 
and making use of Christ's death and purchase in this ordi- 
nance. Not only must there be a disposition of soul to be 
humbled for sin, but there must be actual mourning and 
melting of heart for sin, and for particular sins, when we 
look on him we have pierced by them. Not only must 
there be a principle of love to Christ, but also an exciting 
of love to fiame out to Christ, who loved us and gave him- 
self for us. 

Worthy communicating being a work of such importance, 
the following Scriptural Meditations and Advices are hum- 
bly offered to Christians, as a help in their preparation for 
it. Reading, and thinking much on the subjects here pro- 
posed, may through God's blessing be useful to promote 
their habitual preparation for the holy supper. Christ's 
body and blood herein exhibited are pure and holy things, 
and should be received, in prepared and cleansed hearts.. 

A* 
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His bodj never saw corruption in the grave, nor will be 
mixed with it in hearts where corruption is allowed. It lay 
in a virgin's womb, and in a virgin sepulchre, and will still 
be entertained in virgin souls and affections ; in hearts pu- 
rified and consecrated to God. In these Christ chooses to 
reside, and not in those where sin and the world, with the 
lusts thereof, are harbored. Oh, had we grace to maintain 
and cherish the fear of God and the love of Christ habit- 
ually in our souls, we might, without much pains, be pre- 
pared for coming to him at his table. 

Did we always bear in our minds, that sacramental occa- 
sions are solemn appointments, and Bethel meetings with 
God, for renewing covenant, and entertaining fellowship and 
communion with him, we would guard more against for- 
mality creeping in upon us in our preparations for, and in our 
attendance upon this ordinance, than, alas, we do. Oh, 
such formality would provoke the master of our solemn 
feasts to withdraw from them, and then what poor, dry, 
melancholy, and lifeless things will they be ? What are 
sacraments without Christ's presence in them ? Ob, let us 
never be satisfied with communion sabbaths, without com- 
munion with Christ in them. 

On the other hand, if we would keep up communion with 
Christ in these ordinances, let us beware of relying on our 
previous pains or preparations, either for our right perform- 
ing of our duty, or for our acceptance in it. For we are 
never more ready to miscarry, and to be disappointed, than 
when we are guilty of this resting. Sundry go to the 
Lord's table with great humiliation for sin, and yet come 
away without comfort. Why, because they make a Christ 
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of their sorrow. Oh, what worth can we see in our best 
preparations, confessions, prayers, tears, humiliations, etc., 
if we compare them with the law of God 1 We have more 
cause to be ashamed of them, than to lay any stress on them. 
Could we renounce all self-confidence, and disclaim all our 
provision in point of dependence, and cast ourselves wholly 
on Christ for strength and acceptance, we would have* 
better success at the Lord's table. 

We are never more fit for this holy table, than when we 
are most humbled, and most ashamed of ourselves, because 
of our unfitness for this solemn approach ; and we are never 
less fit, than when we think ourselves most fit and prepared 
for the duty. A holy deniednesa to all self-sufficiency, and 
a deep sense of unworthiness and unfitness, is the best 
preparation we can attain to for this solemn ordinance. 
Let us make holy Da\'id our pattern, when going to par- 
take, Psalms 72^: 16, "I will go in the strength of the Lord 
God. I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of 
thine only." And let us pray with the spouse. Cant 4:16, 
" Awake, O north wind, and come, thou south, blow upon 
my garden, that the spices thereof fiow out."* Amen. 

Dundee, August, 1747. 
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SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS 



SUNDRY SCRIPTURiB TEXTS* 



MEDITATION L 

By faith NOJLH PKEPARED AN ARK TO THE SAVING OF HIS 

HOUSE. — Hebrews 11 : 7. 

Though the flood that drowned the old world was 
at many years distance, yet Noah was moved with 
fear at God's warning him of it, and prepared an 
ark for his safety ; and shall not unconverted, unbe- 
lieving sinners, who have a far more terrible flood 
threatened against them, and may only be a few 
days distant, take warning, and provide with all 
speed for their safety ? Oh ! shall I, a wretched, 
guilty sinner, take rest, while I am within the flood- 
mark of God's wrath, and not arise in time to pro- 
vide an ark for my safety ! — But, O good news, I 
have not the ark to provide, it is prepared at my 
hand; God, in his infinite wisdom and pity, hath 
made ready an ark long ago for lost sinners of 
Adam's race to flee to, and now it is completely fur- 

1 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 SACBAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

nished and finished, and all things are ready, so that 
I have nothing to do but go and take possession. 

O what had become of me, and other perishing 
sinners, had we the ark to build ourselves ? Nay, the 
whole creation had not been able or sufficient for 
this purpose. How soon would the raging flood of 
divine wrath sweep away all arks of men or angels 
building ! But thanks be unto God for ever, for the 
well built ark of God's devising, for the many spa- 
cious rooms and safe lodging places within it, for the 
suitable accommodation and plentiful provision laid 
up therein, and for the door opened in the side there- 
of for perishing souls to enter. The salvation of sin- 
ners by a crucified Christ, is a well-ordered scheme, 
a beautiful contrivance! Blessed be the infinitely 
wise contriver for it. I see all things in Christ cruci- 
fied necessary for me. He is made of God to men, 
" wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion." There is in him infinite wisdom to guide me, 
a spotless righteousness to cover me, precious blood 
to wash me, the Holy Spirit to sanctify me, his 
good word to direct me, his just laws to govern me, 
and his infinite fulness to supply all my needs. 
Safe and happy then would I be, were I found in 
him. O that, upon trial by Scripture marks, I could 
conclude myself to be within the ark! 

Can I say, I have been warned of God,, and 
moved with fear, to fly to this ark ? Have I discov- 
ered my shelterless state by nature, the waves and 
billows of wrath rising and rolling against me? 
Have I seen my inability to provide an ark for my- 
self, and the excellency and fitness of the ark of 
God's providing? Have I been made willing to 
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SACKAMENTAIi MEDITATIONS, 3 

abandon all false arka, and earnestly inquisitive iiow 
to get into the true ark? Have I been made willing 
to use aH appointed means for this end, to read, hear, 
meditate, pray^ r^ent, believe, essay to climb up the 
sides of the aA, and press to get in at the door there- 
of ? Have I been willing to venture my all in the 
ark, like Noah, notwithstanding the discouragements, 
scoffe, and hatred of the world for so doing ? Have 
I willingly acquiesced, sheltered and lodged my soul 
in God's ark, and been made to say, " This is my rest 
for ever, here will I dwell ? " Come what floods will, 
Christ shall be my ark, his righteousness alone my 
refuge and hiding-place. 

Alas, upon impartial search, have I not cause to 
fear that I have not yet fled to the ark, but am still 
exposed to the devouring flood ? And can I be easy 
or quiet in such a case ? Can I forbear crying, What 
shall I do to get into the ark Christ? Nay, what 
would I not do to get into it ? Lord, what wouldst 
thou have me to do? Wouldst thou have me to 
humble myself, confess, mourn, part with sin, close 
with Christ in all his ofiices ? Prescribe, Lord, what 
thou wilt, I will not scruple what thou requirest, but 
obey thee without reserve,^ I am resolved upon it, 
whatever it cost me, that the solicitations of the flesh, 
the temptations of Satan, the scojffe, reproaches, or 
persecutions of the world, shall not stop me from fly- 
ing to the ark ; I would break through all these to be 
found in it ; Lord, increase and strengthen my faith 
for that end, and help my unbelief. 

O how suitable is the ark Christ to my destitute 
and miserable condition ! In myself I want all things, 
but I see a supply for all my wants in the ark. I 
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4 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

am poor, but I see gold in the ark to make me rich ; 
I am womided by sin, but I see balm in the ark to 
heal my wounds ; I am blind, but there is eye-salve 
in the ark to make me see ; I am perishing with 
hunger, but I see bread in the ark to satisfy me ; I 
am naked, but in the ark there is white raiment to 
clothe me ; I am polluted, but in the ark there is a 
fountain to wash me ; I am exposed to more terrible 
floods than Noah was, but I see the ark Christ can 
save me from them all. Noah's ark saved him only 
from a flood of water, but the ark Christ saves from 
a flood of the curses of the law and the wrath of God 
which will sweep away all the unbelieving world. 
This flood rose, swelled high, and dashed furiously 
against our ark ; but the ark was proof against it, 
and sheltered all the elect world from the flood, so 
that not one drop did light on them. O how excel- 
lent is this ark ! for it can save me from being over- 
whelmed or carried away with any flood, and par- 
ticularly it can save me from being carried away 
with a flood of Satan's temptations which sweeps 
away many, or with a flood of indwelling corrup- 
tion, with a flood of error, with a flood of profanity, 
or with a flood of neutrality and indifference about 
spiritual concerns ; by which floods, multitudes are 
destroyed. Let me, then, by faith fly to this blessed 
ark, where all believers axe preserved from these de- 
stroying floods. Behold, I run, I fly ! May Jesus 
draw and help me in ! 

Blessed for ever be the God of heaven, for provid- 
ing such an ark for sinners upon earth. I desire to 
count all things but loss and dung, that I may be 
found among the preserved in Christ Jesus, whom 
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no flood can reach. However this ark be slighted 
by the world, I will prize it above all things, and 
count them for ever happy who get into it, seeing 
God declares, that there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus. The ark was slighted by 
the old world, and Noah ridiculed for preparing it 
for himself and his house ; but it soon appeared that 
Noah was the wisest man that then lived. Few 
there were who entered with Noah into the ark, and 
no doubt were reproached and mocked for their sin- 
gularity; but soon was the world persuaded that 
they were the only wise and happy men in it. Bet- 
ter surely it was to have followed the eight persons 
that went into the ark, than to have joined eight 
millions of those who were drowned in the flood. 
Should I be so foolish as to follow the old world 
in undervaluing the ark, I must lay my account to 
be shut out and perish with them too. Wherefore I 
will not fear the reproach of men for being singular 
in my esteem of glorious Christ. May I be num- 
bered among that happy company (however few they 
be) who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and 
will bless God eternally for providing this ark for 
drowning men ! May I be one that will ever bless 
my lovely and loving Jesus, that pitied me and took 
me in, when others were washed off" from the sides 
of the ark, as adhering only to it by a dead and 
formal procession! O amazing free love! that 
pitied and distinguished me, when the flood came ; 
that graciously drew and determined me in such 
a manner, that I got into the ark and was safe, 
when many others were washed off and perished 
forever ! 

1* 
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MEDITATION H. 

GU>D SPABED NOT THE ANGELS THAT SINNED, BUT CAST THEU 

DOWN TO HELL. — Peter 2 : 4. 

How admirable, free, and diatinguishiag is the 
love of God to sinners, in pitying them in their 
low and lost estate ? O how different is the case of 
fallen men upon the earth, from the case of fallen 
angels in hell, and that of damned souk there! 
Manna is rained down upon us, while an eternal 
shower of fire and brimstone falls upon them. They 
are bound in chains of darkness, wbilftt thou. Lord, 
art drawing us with cords of love. Thou didst not 
spare angels, nor take their nature ; but thou hast 
spared us, married our nature, and exalted it to the 
heavens. They continue without hope under the 
deluge of God's wrath, while the pleasant minbow 
of the sacrament appears to us, as a token of God's 
covenant of grace, and of his willingness to secure us 
from that overflowing flood, by the interposition of 
his dear Son in our nature. O how welcome should 
we make that gospel rainbow ! 

Lord, thy wrath soon broke out against the angels 
that fell ; thou didst punish them immediately upon 
their sinning against thee. Thou didst not wait for 
their repentance, nor make an offer of mercy to them ; 
but, presently upon their first offence, didst condemn 
them to everlasting chains of darkness. O how far 
different is thy manner of dealing with us ! Long 
hast thou waited upon us after we have sinned ; yea, 
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thou hast followed us with thy mercy after many re- 
fusals of it, and even after our trampling the pre- 
cious blood of Christ under our feet! Marvellous 
and peculiar is thy mercy to fallen men in respect 
of fallen angels! Glory to sovereign free mercy, 
that thou didst not cast us off for ever without a 
parley, as thou didst them ; but waitest to be gra- 
cious to UB, long stretching out thy hand, and calling 
us to repentance, saying, Turn ye, turn ye ; why will 
you die ? 

Against the winning angels God was so provoked, 
that he resolved within himself, and hath kept his 
resolution ever since the beginning of the world, 
and will keep it to all eternity, that he will not so 
much as enter into a parley with them, however 
glorious they once were, nor be reconciled to them 
upon any terms ; yea, that he will hear of no terms, 
but will revenge himself upon them to all eternity. 
May not, then, the hearing of this cause us to quake 
and tremble ? For why might not the Lord have 
dealt with us in the same manner, who were far 
more wretched and mis^able creatures than angels ? 
Surely if a king be so angry with an offending noble- 
man, that was once his special favorite, as to banish 
him from court, and afterwards hear of no terms of 
reconciliation with him ; would not a footman, or 
mean servant, that had offended, when hearing of 
this, begin to dread, and say, oh what will become 
of me a poor man, when the king treats his peers so 
severely ? I may surely despair of remission or recon- 
ciliation with him. So, in like manner, we poor clay 
worms, upon hearing of God's severity to fallen an- 
gels, might have been overwhelmed with fear, if the 
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Bible had not told us, that the delights of the Son of 
God "were with the sons of men; that verily he 
took not on him the nature of angels, but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham," Heb. 2 : 16, and that 
he gave himself to be a sin-offering and sacrifice for 
men ! Astonishing news ! Glory to God for these 
glad tidings of great joy ! 

Oh admirable love to Adam's rebellious offspring ! 
Hast thou, Lord, passed by angels, and remembered 
us in our low estate ! and in thy infinite compassion 
become our surety, to appease divine justice for our 
heinous sins, when no other sacrifice could do it ! 
Oh what shall we render to thee for this distinguishing 
love ! Surely our condition in Adam was no better 
than that of the angels who left their first estate. 
By nature we were in a most dreadful case, lying, like 
Isaac, bound on the altar, to be a sacrifice to the jus- 
tice of God, and the sword of justice lift up to give 
the killing blow, until the Son of God discovered 
himself as the ram caught in the thickets, and call- 
ing to justice, hold thy hand, loose them, and bind 
me in their room ; I will be the sacrifice for them. In 
choosing fallen men, and not angels, God gave an 
amazing instance of the sovereignty of his grace, that 
he would be merciful to whom he would be merciful ; 
would pass by the superior nature, and choose the in- 
ferior ; prefer vessels of clay to vessels of gold ! What 
can we say ? Nothing, but wonder at God's free 
grace ! Unspeakable love ! Lord, it had been much 
if thou hadst provided an angel to mitigate our suf- 
ferings in hell, by giving us drops of water to cool our 
tongue ; but that thou shouldst have condescended 
to come and change rooms with us, and suffer tihe 
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very pains and agonies due to us, is love that passetb 
knowledge. 

Lord, when I consider thy distinguishing pity, and 
low stoop, to purchase and recover such clods of 
earth and sin with thy blood and agonies, I ' am 
amazed at thy love, confounded at my own ingrati- 
tude, and ashamed at the coldness and hardness of 
my heart ! Oh ! was Christ willing to change rooms 
with the like of me, and shall not I be willing to 
change rooms with him, and at his demand to part 
with the filthy rags of my sins, and take on me the 
robe of his righteousness ? Oh shall not this amazing 
love of Christ constrain me to love him again, and 
live to him that died for me ? Shall it not constrain 
me to close with arid trust in him ? Constrain me 
to commend him ? Constrain me to hate and avoid 
his enemy, sin? Constrain me to adhere to his 
truths and ways ? to persevere in prayer, praise, 
and holy walking ? 

Are fallen angels left, and fallen men pitched upon 
to be monuments of free grace, to fill up the vacant 
rooms which angels fell from ? What shall I say to 
this, but, " even so. Father, for so it pleased thee ;" 
let thy sovereign grace be the eternal song of both 
men and angels. " Not unto us, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be the glory." Blessed be Grod, 
that I hear this joyful sound of reconciliation with 
fallen men, and of a treaty of peace carried on with 
them. The devils never heard, and never shall hear 
such news. But oh, if I come not in, and accept of 
the terms and offers made to me in the gospel, I 
shall put myself in a worse case than the devils! 
For it cannot be charged upon fallen angels, as on 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 SACEAIiENTAL MEDITATIOI73. 

fallen men, that God was willing to be reconciled to 
them, and they would not Now, then, when the 
gospel treaty is proclaimed, God forbid I be found 
guilty of refusing his terms, scorning his offers, and 
defying his threatenings, " Oh how shall I escape, if 
I neglect so great " and wonderful " salvation " as is 
tendered to me ? Neglect it, Lord, I dare not, I will 
not. Lo, I come, I accept, I embrace, I take hold 
of thy covenant, and the seal of it tendered to me. 
I renounce the old covenant, I break league this day 
with all thy enemies, I proclaim war against them. 
I close with Christ Jesus, both as my righteousness 
and strength. I make a full and free surrender of 
myself unto the Lord, to be his and his only, in all I 
am, and in all I enjoy, to be ordered and disposed of 
for his glory and service. Lord, I am thine ; I will 
not be my own, I will not be the world's, but I will be 
thine, thine only, and thine wholly ; thine to love 
thee, serve and obey thee without reserve ; since thou 
wouldst have no nature but mine, I will have no will 
but thine. I renounce my own wiU, and take thine 
for my rule. Lord, I am thine. O save thou me ; 
and I wiU trumpet forth the praises of free grace and 
redeeming love for ever, Ameij, 



MEDITATION ni. 
Hb hath not dbalt so with ant nation. — Psalm 147 : 20. 

The nation of Israel was singularly privileged 
above others ; they were taken into covenant with 
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God, they had God's word and ordinances, the means 
of conversion and salvation; they had the gospel 
revelation, the knowledge and promises of the Mes- 
siah. But we under New Testament times, are yet 
more peculiarly privileged with clearer light and dis- 
coveries of the Messiah than the nation of Israel had. 
They lived under a darker and harsher dispensation 
of the covenant of grace by Moses, whose first mira- 
cle was the turning of water into blood ; but we live 
under the clearer and sweeter dispensation of it by 
Christ himself, whose first miracle was the turning 
water into wine, that cheers the heart. The nation 
of Israel were called a people near unto Grod; but 
in the gospel times we are allowed yet nearer access 
to God than they had. The children of Israel were 
not allowed so much as to touch the mount on which 
the Lord came down ; the men of Bethshemish had 
not liberty to look into the ark, the place of his resi- 
dence. But, behold, we are allowed to take a near 
and steady look of a crucified Jesus in the sacra- 
ment, " who is the image of the invisible God, the 
brightness of his Father's glory, and the express im- 
age of his person ; " yea, we have liberty not only 
to look to him, but also to touch him, handle his 
wounds, embrace his person, and lodge him in our 
hearts. 

The advantage of a clear revelation of a crucified 
Christ in the gospel ordinances, and particularly in 
the Lord's supper, is invaluable. If the royal Psalm- 
ist admired the divine goodness in causing the sun, 
moon, and stars to shine in the firmament for man's 
behoof^ and therefore cries, " what is man that God is 
thus mindfal of him ? " How far greater cause have 
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we to say so, when God causes the Sun of Right>- 
eousness to shine so brightly in the firmament of gos- 
pel ordinances, and " the dayspring from on high to 
visit us " with the light of saving knowledge, and of 
eternal salvation through him 2 Again, if the Psalm- 
ist exalts God's goodness so much in his giving the 
beasts of the field, fowls of the air, and fishes of the 
sea, to be food for man ; what ground have we to 
admire and praise God's infinite mercy, in giving us 
the flesh and blood of his own dear Son, to preserve 
the lives of our souls ! Oh what rare gospel feasts 
are these which God allows us in the land wherein 
we dwell ? and oh ! how wonderfully are they pre- 
served and continued with us, from time to time, by 
the miraculous working of God's mercy and power ? 
while others are visited with cleanness of teeth, and 
a famine of the Word of God. He hath not dealt 
with every nation as with us. 

And, Lord, how distinguishing is thy goodness 
unto me a most unworthy creature ! By thy mercy 
I was born in a valley of vision ; and I dwell in a 
lightsome Goshen, when multitudes of others, in 
Pagan and Popish nations, are covered with Egyp- 
ti9,n darkness, and sit in the region of the shadow of 
death. I hear heaven's free market-days of grace 
ptoclaimed, when others have silent Sabbaths ; I am 
invited to a rich banqueting-house, when others are 
starving for want of the bread of life. Oh that I could 
value my mercies aright ! It is a great privilege that I 
am allowed to speak to the great God in prayer, and 
to hear him speak to me in his Word! But still he 
puts a greater honor upon me, by calling .me to en- 
joy intimate fellowship with himself; yea, inviting 
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me to sit down with Mm at his table, and feast upon 
the fruits of Christ's death, and benefits of his pur- 
chase! Oh, I am not worthy of the least crumb 
that falls from the children's table, and far less of 
being set down at the tabfe with the children to eat 
of their bread, and share *of the dainties provided for 
them by their heavenly Father ; if Peter after hav- 
ing seen Christ's glory and his own vileness, judged 
himself unworthy to be in the same ship with Christ, 
and therefore cried, *' Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man;'' how should I the chief of sinners, 
venture to sit at the same table with him, and feed 
upon his flesh and blood? Amazing condescen- 
sion! 

Oh what distinction doth God make among na- 
tions in sending the gospel to them, with clear views 
and pressing offers of a crucified Jesus to perishing 
souls ! And what cause have we, in these nations, 
of admiring the distinguishing goodness of God to 
us in this respect beyond others! Would we not 
admire his goodness, if he caused the sun to shine 
only in our horizon, as he did on Groshen, when other 
nations were covered with darkness, as the land of 
Egypt was? yet surely the gospel sun is by far a 
greater mercy. The gospel is, indeed, a joyful sound. 
Psalm 89: 16, so called, with allusion to the silver 
trumpets made use of under the law to call the 
people to the solemn assemblies, and to intimate to 
them the feast of the passover, which represented the 
love and sufferings of the Messiah. A joyful sound 
the gospel is indeed, if we compare it with the law's 
curses and threatenings thundered from mount Sinai 
against sinners. But, behold, this joyful sound, bring- 
2 
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ing salvation, comes from heaven, even to heaven* 
daring sinners, who had openly rebelled against the 
God of heaven ! Glad news ! Blessed are they who 
know this joyful soimd : know it so as to believe it, 
admire it, and comply with it, so as to receive Christ 
offered therein to lost sinnei^fe. 

Lord, I make this joyful sound welcome; it is 
music to my ear, and a cordial to my heart. I reckon 
their feet beautiful who bring such glad tidings to 
my souL Oh how welcome would men make them 
who should bring them an invention that would 
secure their estates from consuming, their houses 
from burning, or their bodies from dying, but here 
we have the sure news of an invention that doth 
much more for us than all this, even a device that 
secures us from hell, and assures us heaven. Ought 
I not then cheerfully to comply with this joyful 
sound, and faQ in with the call thereof? God forbid 
that I should stop my ears at it ; it had been better 
for me then never to have heard it at alL How 
dreadful would be my case at the judgment-day! 
How would devils, heathens, and my own conscience, 
upbraid me to all eternity for my folly in slight- 
ing this joyful sound! surely God may slight the 
mournful sound of their prayers in time of distress, 
who slight the joyful sound of his gospel in time 
of health. But, Lord, I bless thee for it, I love it, 1 
receive it, I welcome it, I fall heartily in with it, 9.nd 
will admire it for ever. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 16 



MEDITATION IV. 

Behold what manneb of love the father hatu bestowed 
UPON us. — 1 John 3 ; 1. 

In the amazing work of our redemption, we are 
called to behold and admire both the love of the 
Father, and the love of the Son. Unspeakable love 
of the Father, that contrived our redemption, and 
gave the Redeemer. Oh how readily he accepted 
of the Son's offer to suffer and satisfy infinite justice 
for sin in our room ! Upon our fall, he might justly 
have said, no, the soul that sins shall die personally, 
I wiU admit of no surety. But, glory to the blessed 
Father, such was his love to us, that when the dear 
Son said. Father, I will be surety for the sinners of 
mankind, let my blood be shed for theirs, let the blow 
light on me, let me die in their room ; such was the 
love and pity of the Father to us, that he presently 
accepted the offer, held our Redeemer at his word, 
saying, be it as thou hast said. " Awake O sword, 
against the man that is my fellow ; smite the 
Shepherd," and spare the sheep. I will glorify my 
justice upon my own dear Son, rather than upon 
them. Anien, said the blessed Son of God, I will 
be the sacrifice. 

Oh love unspeakable, both in the Father and the 
Son ! Human love, angelic love, is nothing to it ! 
Oh what is the love of creatures one to another, to 
this love of God to man! Astonishing love! that 
the eternal Son of God, entreated by no man, but 
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hated of all men, should in his love and pity under- 
take and die for them, when enemies to God and 
all that is good ! " Oh the breadth, oh the length, oh 
the depth, oh the height of this love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge I " I may possibly feel it, but 1 
cannot fathom it. The love of creatures is nothing 
to the love of Christ. It was great love that Jacob 
bare to Rachel, that he endured the heat of summer, 
and frosts of winter, for her. But all that was notb- 
ipg to the winter storm which Christ suflFered for us. 
It was extraordinary love that Jonathan had to Da- 
vid, that he would peril his life to avert his father's 
wrath from him ; but, what was that to Christ's 
love, that took on his eternal Father's wrath, which 
was infinitely greater than Saul's, and actually laid 
down his Hfe to avert that dreadful storm of wrath 
from us ! What love was it that made him stand 
before the mouth of hell furnace, and suffer himself 
to be scorched with it in the most terrible manner, 
that he might stop the flame from breaking out on 
us ! Behold him receiving the sword of justice into 
his bowels, to prevent its being sheathed in our 
hearts ! Behold, when the sea of God's wrath mged 
and was tempestuous, threatening to swallow us aU 
up ; Christ came, and said, like Jonah, spare these 
poor sinners ; take me up, and cast me into the sea 
in their stead, that the storm may be appeased! 
Christ was willing to be cast into the sea of wrath, 
to be a blessed plank of mercy for shipwrecked souls 
to grip to, and be saved. 

Admirable love of the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who would give his dearly beloved Son, out 
of free love and pity to man, to die for him ! and 
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would choose rather to see his dear Son agonizing 
land struggling under infinite wrath for a time, than 
to see an elect world struggling in hell among devils 
for ever ! Oh who can utter the mighty acts of the 
Lord ! who' can show forth all his praise ! O Father 
of mercies, from all eternity thou foresaw our fall 
and misery, and, in thy wisdom and love, didst con- 
trive a noble remedy for us. Thou didst even pro- 
vide a surety for man before the debt was contracted, 
a saviour for hitn before he was lost ; and by this 
glorious surety thou hast found out a noble way to 
satisfy both the demq,nds of justice and the entreaties 
of mercy, and glorify both those divine perfections 
at once. By this, Lord, we know thou lovest us, 
that thou hast not withheld thy Son, thine only 
Son from UB, to be sacrificed in our room ; and gra- 
ciously callest us to commemorate thy love, in pro- 
viding this sacrifice at thy holy table. Instead of 
this, thou mightest justly have called multitudes of us 
together, to make us a sacrifice to thy justice for our 
heinous sins ami rebellions against heaven. But 
behold, thou callest us together to thy table upon a 
quite other design, even to intimate to us a sacrifice 
of thy own providing, sufiicient for us all ; and actu- 
ally to behold the bleeding Lamb of God, who wil- 
lingly, at his Father's call, gave himself to be slain 
to take away the sins of the world ! Lord, what 
didst thou see in such creatures, as to make thee love 
us after this manner ? Surely " thy thoughts are not 
as our thoughts, nor thy ways as our ways." How 
astonishing was thy conduct in redeeming us when 
lost ? And worse are we than devils, if we be not 
ravished with the love of the Father in projecting 

2* 
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our redemption, and with the love of his eternal 
Son that made him leave his glory in heaven, to save 
the dregs of the creation. 

Oh what manlier of love is this, that the Father did 
give his eternal Son, to die for those who deserved 
eternal wrath for their rebellion and treason against 
himself ! When notice was first given in this lower 
world, that the Son of God was coming down from 
heaven; what could have been expected, but that 
his business here would be to condemn the world, 
and hasten the execution of those he found in arms 
against him ? But oh ! who can think, and not won- 
der, that he should have sent him to suffer and die 
for such as deserved to be slain ; yea, for such as 
were alienated from the life of God, and full of en- 
mity against him, unworthy of any abode upon earth, 
and by their wickedness fully prepared for hell ! Oh 
how surprising it is, that God would, in this our 
miserable state, send the Son of his love to die for 
us, and purchase a new title for us to life and glory ! 
Behold what manner of love this is, that the just 
should suffer for the unjust, the just prince for the 
unjust rebels that were in arms against him, the 
£ang of Glory for the children of disobedience, the 
obedient Son for mortal enemies ! Oh, this is such 
a manner of loving, that the highest transport of 
wondering cannot reach ! " Fcwr scarcely for a rights 
eous man will one dare to die ; but God commends 
his love to us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." Romans 6 : 7, 8. 

Oh how am I able to hear, speak, or think of this 
love, and my heart not bum with an admiring sense 
of the freeness and riches of God's grace ; and with 
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a vehement hatred and indignation against my sins, 
which contributed to pierce and crucify my glorious 
Redeemer ! Can I be but ravished with love to him, 
when he comes to communicate his love to me at 
his table, and say, behold how I have loved you, and 
given myself for you ! I was " cut off, but not for 
myself; I was wounded for your transgressions, and 
bruised for your iniquities/' It was for you I was 
betrayed, reviled, condemned, and crucified ; for you 
my hands and feet were nailed to the tree, my head 
crowned with thorns, and my side pierced with a 
spear, and all this I suffered, that you might be 
saved from hell, and get sin forgiven, and God recon- 
ciled to you forever. 



MEDITATION V. 
What is man, thai? thou art miitdful op him 1 — Psalm 8 : 4. 

When David beheld the heaven, with its glorious 
luminaries, the sun, moon, and stars, and the mighty 
works of God in the creation, and considered what 
a mean figure man made amongst them ; he admired 
God's condescension and goodness in his concern 
and pains about him, in his works of providence and 
redemption. Lord, what is man, fallen man, that 
thou shouldst notice him so much? a poor, vile, 
sinful worm ! And yet how singularly minded and 
honored is he, in God the Son's undertaking to be 
his cautioner and ransom ? Had he done it for an- 
gels, it had not been so marvellous ; but what is 
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man, that God should visit him in this manner? 
should pay him a homely visit in human nature, to 
see what ailed him, to hear his complaints, and 
know feelingly his wants and miseries, that he might 
the better sympathize with him, relieve and supply 
him? 

But, who is this that comes to pay this visit to 
man ? Even he, that is King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, who is infinite in majesty and power, in riches 
and glory. How awful are the descriptions given us 
of him in the Bible ! " Great is our Lord, and of great 
power, his understanding is infinite. He calls the 
stars by their names. Whatsoever he pleaseth, that 
doth he in heaven and in earth, in the sea and all 
deep places." And it is said of his coming to 
judgment, Dan. 7 : 10, "A fiery stream issued 
forth firom before him, thousand thousands minis- 
tered unto him and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him." And yet this almighty person, 
the Great God, condescends to clothe himself with 
our nature, and stoops to the very ground, in the 
most lowly manner, to pay a kind visit to his re- 
bellious creature, man, even man that is a worm; 
and when he gets not access to him at first, he con- 
tinues to stand and knock at his door ; oh how mar- 
vellous is this, that he, who is omnipotent, that could, 
by a word, have annihilated fallen man, and created 
a more amiable creature in all respects in his room, 
should stoop so low to him ! that he who is omni- 
scient, and perfectly knew man's unworthiness, his 
enmity, his ingratitude, and what unkind returns he 
would make for the greatest kindness, should court 
him so earnestly! that the Judge of heaven should 
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come down from the bench, and put on the pannePs 
dotheS) that he might answer and satisfy the law for 
him ! that the great General of the armies of heaven 
should put himself in the room of a poor condemned 
deserter, to suffer for him! that the Creator should 
stoop to die for the creature, even the great God for 
a worm, is love that swallows up our thoughts and 
language ! What can we think, what can we say 
of it! It is love that passeth knowledge! the most 
penetrating angel cannot fathom its height, its depth, 
its breadth, or its length ! Why ? for its height, it is 
infinitely higher than the highest heavens. For its 
depth, none can see its bottom, for it made him stoop 
as low as helL For its breadth, it is as broad as the 
whole earth, and the whole heavens too ; it compre- 
hends all his people, even the poorest outcasts on 
earth, as well as the highest saint in heaven. For 
its length, it never ends, but continues without in- 
terruption, notwithstanding of provocations; nay, 
it is drawn out parallel with the line of eternity. 

Lord, what is man that thou shouldst have 
minded him, visited him, and loved him so ! a crea- 
ture most unlovely, that had got the image of God 
razed out, and the image of Satan pictured in its 
room. A creature lame and impotent, that could 
not rise but as Christ Ufked him, could not stand but 
as he upheld him, could hot walk but as he led him, 
nor move but as he drew him. A rebel that was in 
league with hell, that hated his Sovereign, and was 
plotting with the devil to pull the crown off his head. 
A creature made loathsome by sin in God's sight : 
yea, more loathsome than a new-born infant wallow- 
ing in its blood, than Job when full of boils, than 
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Lazarus fall of sores, or a dead carcase crawling 
with worms, A creature that was undesirous of 
God's visit or help, and unwilling to accept of it ; 
that said to him, " Depart from us, we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways." A creature that contemned 
his love, rejected his offers, and trampled his blood. 
Who would have pitied such a creature? one so 
poor, so vile, so miserable! It had been much to 
have given him an alms ; but for the Son of God to 
give his life for him, may strike men and angels with 
astonishing surprise forever. " Lord, what is man ! " 
a poor, feeble, crawling worm, " that thou shouldst 
be\nindful of him " after this manner ? And, whut 
are we, that we should still have the offers of this love 
continued to us? Oh, shall we ever make light of 
this love any more ? "I believe. Lord, help my 
unbelief." 

There is a parallel text. Psalm 144: 3, "Lord, 
what is man that thou takest knowledge of him ? 
or the son of man, that thou makest account of him ? " 
What a little thing is man, that thou shouldst make 
so great account of him, put such respect upon him 
above all other creatures, so as to condescend to 
stand in a nearer relation to him, than to any other, 
as that of a father, a brother, a husband, a friend, etc, 
yea more, thou hast dignified this poor thing, so 
much as to assume his nature into an ineffable per- 
sonal union with the second person of the ever glori- 
ous Trinity, whereby the nature of man is exalted 
above all the angels of heaven. It is not the angeli- 
cal, but the human nature which God hath chosen 
to tabernacle in ; and now it is honored so far as to 
be set on the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
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The great account God hath of this little thing, man,* 
appears further in the great cost he hath laid out for 
him. Why? God not only gives his creatures to 
die for man, to yield him food, but he also gives 
Christ to die for him, to procure him eternal life. 
Again, how great is the goodness which Go* hath 
laid up for him hereafter ! Eye hath not seen it, 
ear hath not heard it, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive how great it is ! Oh what 
a favorite of heaven must this little creature, man, 
be! 

Lord, who can but wonder at the honor thou hast 
already put upon man, and at the favors thou still 
designest for him I Great things hast thou laid out, 
and great things hast thou laid up for man. I ad- 
mire thy low stoop in the visit thou madest man, in 
the incarnation of thy dear Son, and in thy visit in 
the gospel proclamation, and offer of pardon through 
him I but let me still plead for another visit in the 
efiusidn of thy Holy Spirit. This other visit thou 
knowest is necesscury to make the former effectual to 
my salvation. May then thy Holy Spirit work faith 
in me, to fall in with thy glorious device for the re- 
demption of man in all points, to accept of thy love 
offers, and rest upon thy tree promises of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and his most perfect righteous- 
ness. Amek* 
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« 

MEDITATION VI. 
That bock was chkist. — 1 Cor. 10: 4. 

How useful was that rock in the wilderness to 
the Israelites, after it was smitten by Hoses' rod* 
When they were ready to perish in that dry desert^ 
the ropk sent forth streams of water to them in great 
abundance ; streams that followed them up hill and 
down hill, in all their turnings and windings, marehes 
and countermarches through that weary land. That 
rock was to them a lively type of Christ, who being 
smitten by the rod of the law's curses, whose minis- 
ter Moses was, sends forth plentiful supplies to his 
people, while travelling in the wilderness of this 
world. There are two principal streams of blessings 
which he sends forth, most useful to us, namely, a 
stream of blood for our justification, and a stream 
of the spirit for our sanctification* The channel 
or conduit pipes, for conveying these streams to us^ 
are the ordinances and promises of the gospel ; and 
through these pipes these blessed streams run freely 
to all true believers, from the Rock Christ. 

Oh, how costly was our redemption to our dear 
kinsman, Jesus Christ! dear did our souls cost him! 
The rock of our salvation was cleaved asunder, rent 
and pierced to the very heart, to let out the waters 
of life to us, by which only we can be preserved 
from eternal death, and obtain eternal life. How 
costly and precious are the streams of Christ's blood 
and Spirit, his mercy and grace, which flow from the 
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smitten rock, and follow us through the wilderness 
in the free offers of the gospel ! They are lifegiving 
streams, fire-quenching, heart-softening, soul-cleans- 
ing, healing, and fructifying streams. Welcome, 
then, should we make these streams to our souls in 
this dry and thirsty land. Likewise the rock was to 
the Israelites a shadow from the heat, and a covert 
firom tempests and storms. So Christ, our Rock, 
screens us from ihe scorching heat of vindictive jus* 
tice, and from the waves and billows of God's wrath. 
How necessary and useful is the Rock Christ to the 
souls of fallen men ! Oh, let me never, Jeshurun- 
like, lightly esteem this Rock of our salvation. Oh 
let me never go to false rocks, ^or false streams, for 
shelter or supply in straits, when the true Rock is so 
near, and the saving streams run close by my door ; 
yea, follow me daily in the channel of the word 
and sacraments. Streams appointed by Heaven to 
answer all the cases and ailments of lost sinners. 
Oh shall God in his tender mercy provide such a won- 
derftd remedy, set the Rock a-broach for me, and 
cause its streams to follow me; and shall I be so 
foolish as to turn my back upon them, and refuse to 
make use of them ? Oh save me from such cursed 
ingratitude and madness ; I believe. Lord, help my 
unbelief. 

Oh how much should my heart be affected at thy 
holy table, when I see the Rock of my salvation 
smitten by the rod of justice ! O rock of ages, 
wiiat made thee to rend and cleave so ! O bright- 
nras of thy Father's glory, who has disfigured thee 
so ? O liver of life, dear as crystal, who hath 

3 
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troubled thee so ? Oh, it was my sins, my pride, my 
passion, my unbelief, my worldliness, my hardness, 
impenitence, etc. These were the cause of my Re- 
deemer's sufferings. The iniquities of sinful men 
were laid upon him. When he was pierced, it was 
I that should have been smitten. When he groaned 
and sweat blood, I should have howled and roared 
in heU. Harder than the rock ia my heart, if I can 
see my dear Saviour smitten and pierced, and not 
mourn. Can I behold the Eock smitten for the sins 
of men, and not adore the holiness and justice of Grod 
manifested therein ? Can I see. my innocent Saviour 
woimded and slain for my sins, and my soul not hate 
them; yea, shall I* not be filled with horror and 
trembling at temptations to sin ? 

Let me, at my Saviour's call, approach his table, 
and come near to the Rock of my salvation, and 
hearken to the raging billows of infinite wrath, dash- 
ing against the Rock for my sins, and even maMng the 
Rock to groan, sweat, and tremble under the pres- 
sure. Oh what a dreadful hurricane of wrath did he 
endure, to keep the swelling ocean of divine wrath 
from overflowing guilty men ! Surely my glorious 
Emmanuel's groaning and sweating blood under the 
strokes of God's vengeance, is a greater evidence of 
the implacable wrath and indignation of God against 
sin, than if he had hurled all the rocks of the crea- 
tion into the midst of the sea ; yea, or a thousand 
worlds of men and angels into heU. Oh that, while 
I am beholding this sight, I may tremble at sin, 
come by faith under the shadow of this Rock, and 
run into the clefts of it for safety. Here I would be 
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out of the reach of the law's curses ; and though I 
hear the roarings and dashings of the sea upon the 
Rock, yet a drop of it could not touch me.' 

Oh that I could imitate Moses, when I am at the 
table, and smite the Rock by the rod of faith, that 
the streams of Christ's blood and spirit may flow out 
to me ! What was his error will be my wisdom, to 
smite the Rock oftener than once, to put forth many 
acts of faith on Jesus Christ, such as the discerning, 
assenting, approving, deriving, receiving, closing, em- 
bracing, trusting, pleading, applying, and appropriat- 
ing acts of true faith. May I, like Israel of old, 
Deut 32 : 13, be helped by faith to suck honey out 
of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock. How 
shall I come at this honey and oil ? Only by suck- 
ing. And how shall I suck but by the mouth of 
faith ? Neither can I suck by feith, unless God make 
me do it; for it is said, Deut. xxxii. " He made them 
to suck honey out of the rock.'* It is God that must 
give me botti a mbuth and strength to suck, faith in 
the habit, and faith in exercise. It is only the blow- 
ings of the north and south winds on the garden, that 
make the spices to flow out. " Awake, O north wind, 
come ihou south, blow upon my garden;" bring 
faith to life that I may suck honey from Christ in 
the sacrament Christ's breasts are now full. Oh 
let not faith be wanting; blessed be God, Jesus 
Christ, my Redeemer, is the author of faith. Lord, 
increase my faith, that I may suck honey from the 
roek. But what honey may I expect from it ? An- 
swer. The honey of pardon of sin, of peace, ancl 
reconciliation with God ; of a law-abiding righteous- 
ness ; of access to, and communion with God ; of 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

enlargement of heart, and loosing of bands. Oh let 
me ever suck from this Rock, the Rock that answers 
all my needs, and richly supplies aU my wants. Let 
me also, under aU my straits, support myself with 
the Psahnist's cordial, Psahn 18: 46, "The Lord 
liveth, and blessed be my Bock." Why should be- 
lievers in Christ droop in any condition, or look like 
dead men while their Lord liveth, and their Bock 
standeth ? Blessed be God, my Bock is a living and 
lasting Bock ; my hopes may die, my comforts die, 
my frames die, my gifts, my wealth, and my relations, 
they may aU die ; but I rejoice in the news, that my 
Lord will not die, nor my Bock fall. He once died 
for me, but he is risen again ; good news ! Now he 
is alive, and will die no more. 



MEDITATION VII. 

They shall look upon me whom they have ifBR^rEir, asu 
MOVRK. — Zech. 12: 10. 

This promise hath respect, not only to the Jews 
when converted, but to all sinners when brought to 
repentance. We have all pierced Christ, inasmuch 
as our sins were the cause of his death : " He was 
wounded by our transgressions." Now, a believing 
sight of a pierced Saviour, is the best spring of sor- 
row for sin ; it is faith's look to a crucified Chriwst, 
that wiU set us a mourning after a godly sort. Oh 
that tliis promise may be made good to me at this 
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time, that I may be helped to look believingly upon 
Christ as pierced for my sins, my pride, passion, un- 
belief, carnality, disobedience, impenitence, sins of 
the heart, tongue, and life, that I may confess and 
bewail them, mourn and weep over them before the 
Lord. Oh ! when shall I mourn and weep if not 
now, when I am called to look upon my dear Lord 
^ and surety at his iable, all red with blood for my 
red and scarlet-colored sins? I will not now stand 
afar off, and look to my Saviour on the .cross, as 
these women who followed him from Galilee, Luke 
23 : 49* No, I will come close to him, take a near 
look, and a narrow view of his wounds and jfterc- 
ings by my sins, that I may see how wide and deep 
they are, that my eye may affect my heart with godly 
sorrow for sin. 

When I look on him, I will consider the dignity 
of the person pierced by and for me; he is the 
Alniighty Creator, the glorious Emmanuel, the Plant 
of renown, the Prince of the kings of the earth, that 
is pierced and nailed to a cross. Jeremiah laments 
in the captivity, that princes were hanged up by the 
hands. Lam. 5 : 12. But what were the princes of 
Israel to the Prince of Peace, the King of Glory, 
whom I see hanging nailed through the hands on 
the cross, and his blood poured out lilte water upon 
the earth ! Oh it is royal blood, the blood of God, 
that I see running down to satisfy justice for my 
sins ; and will not such a sight cause me to mourn 
for them ? Can I look on my lovely Redeemer, 
stripped naked, mounted up, and fixed with nails to 
a tormenting cross? Can I see his head pierced 
with thorns, his back pierced with scourgings, his 
3* 
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hands and feet pierced with big nails, his side 
pierced with a spear, and his heart pierced with sor- 
rows for my sins, and my heart not mourn for them ? 
Yet all the piercings and wounds of his sacred body 
were but small, to the piercings and agonies of his 
soul, when he drank the cup of his Faliier's wrath 
for me, which made him cry out, " My soul is exr 
ceeding sorrowful even unto death; my God, my 
God,* why hast thou forsaken me ? *' Can I behold 
this loving Jesus, standing in my room, bearing the 
wrath of a Deity for me, and my heart not bleed ? 
Can I see him, when the sword of justice was drawii 
to amite me, opening his breast to receive the stroke 
into his heart, and my heart not melt within me ? 
Lord grant me such a sight by faith, of a wounded, 
bleeding Saviour, as to make me a melting and 
mourning sinner. 

How can I leave this subject until my heart be 
more affected? Had I been personally at Mount 
Calvary, and with my bodily eyes had seen my dear 
Redeemer racked and nailed to the tree; had I 
seen him lifted up between heaven and earth, that the 
nations might behold him, with his arms stretched 
out to embrace sinners; had I beheld his dying 
looks, and heard his dying groans ; had I seen his 
precious blood for many hours run from his wounded 
hands and feet to the earth; could I have stood 
by with dry eyes, or an unconcerned heart, especially 
when I had thought he was suffering all this out of 
love to me, for my sins, and in my room ? Why 
then should I not be as much concerned, when I 
come to his table to celebrate the memorial of that 
fearful tragedy, and look upon the outward signd 
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which represent the same ? Lord, give me faith^s 
eye to behold the things signified* thereby, even the 
bleeding and dying of the glorious Emmanuel. And 
"what kind of blood is it I see streaming down ? It 
is innocent blood! precious blood! royal blood! 
heart blood! Nay, the blood of the eternal Son of 
God, one drop whereof is worth an ocean of our 
blood, and is of infinite value ; and yet behold all 
this blood is shed for such worms as I am ! Oh can 
I think long upon this subject, and not find my heart 
pained with love, and be ready with Joseph, to seek 
a secret place to weep in ? Had an ordinary man 
been executed for my crime, it would have affected 
me all my days ; how much should it touch me to 
see the Son of God put to death for me ! The sun 
fainted, the heavens mourned, the earth quaked, and 
the rocks rent, when this black tragedy was acted ; 
how much more should my heart rend and mourn at 
the representation of it before my eyes ! Surely my 
mourning should be great, deep, and bitter, like the 
mourning of a parent for the death of an only son ; 
or like the mourning of Haddadrimmon in the valley 
Megiddo ! Oh what was the death of king Josiah 
to the death of King Jesus, the eternal Son of God ! 
Oh my dear slaiir Lamb, shall I not mourn and weep 
over thee ? 

Oh ! can I see his blood run down in streams, and 
my eyes not pour out some drops! Did Christ 
sweat blood, and weep blood for my sins, and shall 
I not weep tears for them ! Shall I not give drops 
of water for streams of blood ! Alas ! I am more 
sparing of my tears for Christ, than Christ was of 
his blood for me ! How fast did the blood trickle 
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down Christ's cheeks in the day he wore the crown 
of thorns for me ! But how slowly do the tears fall 
from my eyes when I commemorate his dying love ' 
Can I shed tears in plenty for a dead child! and 
have I reserved none for a slain Saviour ! Yea, slain 
by my sins ! How sad is it to see so many weeping 
eyes at a funeral, and so many dry eyes at a com- 
munion table ! Alas ! this is a sad sign of few look- 
ing by faith to him we have pierced ! few sensible of 
the evil of their sins, that were the hammers which 
drove in the nails into his body. Oh for a realizing 
act of faith, representing all that the Lamb of God 
suffered, in the greatest certainty and clearest evi- 
dence, that it is no devised fable ! Oh for an apply- 
ing and appropriating act of faith, to bring all home 
to myself, and say, " He loved me and gave him- 
self for me ! " 

What a hard heart is this I have beyond others ! 
Can I see others weeping and mourning over a slain 
Saviour, that sit at the same table, eat the same bread, 
and drink the same cup with me, and cannot I get 
one tear ! Lord, what means the hardness of my 
heart, and the dryness of my eyes, at the sight of my 
Saviour's bleeding and dying for my sins ? When 
should I mourn and weep if not now ? Was there 
ever such an occasion for tears ? Oh ! doth God in- 
tend to reserve weeping for me in hell, where tears 
shall never be dried up ! ihis is what I deserve, if I 
be hard-hearted and dry-eyed now. But, Lord, pity 
my hardness, and give me such a look as thou gavest 
Peter, that may cause me to weep, and weep bitterly, 
at the remembrance of my sins which pierced thee. 
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MEDITATION VIH. 

The lobb looked upon petek — akd peter went out and 
WEPT bitterly. — Luke 22: 6i, 62. 

Lord, since my looks to thee are so slight, so 
wavering and inconstant, that they make little or no 
impression upon my hard heart, do thou vouchsafe 
to look upon me with pity and with power ; for thy 
looks are efficacious, and melt down the hardest 
heart. Oh give me such a look as thou gaveat Peter, 
when he denied thee, and began to curse and swear. 
A look that may bring me to myself, and cause me 
to weep, and weep bitterly at the remembrance of 
my sins, my unbelief, my pride, my passion, my 
disobedience, which pierced thee, my dearest Lord 
and Saviour. " Look thou upon me, and be mer- 
ciful unto me." Psalm 119 : 132. Christ's look to 
backsliding Peter was merciful, and full of compas- 
sion ; his bowels yearned for his poor disciple, when 
ready to fall into the devil's arms by total and final 
backsliding, and prevents him speedily. He would 
not let him lie long in that dismal state, but present- 
ly plucks him back, and recovers him. In Uke man- 
ner, Lord, look on me, and recover me speedily when 
I faU into sin, lest my next step be into helL 

Christ's look to Peter was a preventing look ; he 
looked on Peter before Peter looked to his Saviour 
for mercy, and before he looked on himself, or upon 
his sin, and ihe danger he was exposed to by it. 
Glory to my Redeemer that watches over his people. 
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sees and minds their danger, when they themselves 
are little thinking upon it; he is more careful of 
them than they are of themselves. How marvellous 
was Christ's love, that would be so concerned about 
Peter at such a time, when he himself was amidst 
his bloody enemies, and upon trial for his life ! Even 
then, as it were, he forgets his own danger, and takes 
notice of the danger of his servant. He, being <' the 
great Shepherd of the sheep," ventures all to rescue 
one of his flock " out of the mouth of the lion," and 
" from the paws of the bear." Oh who would not 
desire to belong to the flock of such a faithful, loving, 
and compassionate Shepherd ! 

The look Christ gave Peter was a convincing 
look ; it laid open his sin to him with all its aggra- 
vations, which made it very bitter to him. It spoke 
such language to him as this : " O Peter, what hast 
thou done ! Hast thou cast ofi* thy Saviour ? And 
hast thou said thou knowest not me, who knew thee 
from the womb, and am going to die for thee ? Dost 
thou not know me that called thee from thy nets, that 
empowered t)iee to preach the gospel, and work mir- 
acles ; Ihat kept thee from sinking in the waters ? 
Am not I he thou sawest shining on Mount Tabor ? 
Even he thou saidst thou would* rather die than 
deny ? " Oh for such a convincing look from Christ, 
that would pierce and melt my heart, and make me 
weep bitterly both now and at his table, for my base 
ingratitude, in disowning and piercing my dear Re- 
deemer ! 

Christ's look to Peter was a powerful and over- 
coming look ; it conquered his will, loosed him from 
the world and sin, and made him, yield presently to 
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Christ Oh how powerful is a look from Christ! 
It is sufficient to bow the most stubborn will, and 
melt the hardest heart ; it can turn " the rock into 
standing water," and "the flint into .a fountain of 
water." Psalm 114 : 8. How powerful was the look 
he gave to poor Jerusalem, when lying in their blood ; 
a look that caused them to live, Ezekiel 16 : 6. How 
powerful was the look he gave to Zaccbeus on the 
sycamore tree, Luke 19 : 5, Oh for such a look as 
would bring me presently down, in like manner, from 
my self-conceit and self-righteousness, from my best 
beloved sins and idols, and cause me to receive Christ 
joyfuUy, and go with cheerfulness to his table, and 
receive the seal of his covenant, saying, " My Lord, 
and my God ! " 

Christ's look to* Peter was a peculiar and distin- 
guishing look ; the power and grace of God went 
along with it to change Peter's heart, and bring him 
to his right mind. Christ looked on many thousands 
that were never the better of it. He looked on Judas 
after he betrayed Tiim, and when he presumed to kiss 
him, and reproved him too for his base treachery. 
But neither that look nor reproof melted his heart. 
As the beams of the same sun harden clay and soften 
frozen earth ; so a look from the same Jesus, " the Sun 
of Righteousness," left Judas hard and impenitent, 
whilst it softened Peter's heart. The one went on 
in his villany, whilst the other relented, and melted 
into tears. Why ? he looked but on the face of Ju- 
das, but he looked on. the heart of Peter. He looked 
upon the one with a frowning judicial look, but 
looked upon the other with a recovering and drawing 
look. Christ's loofc to Peter was accompanied with 
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the influences of his Spirit on his heart, otherwise it 
had been ineifectual. Oh, if he would vouchsafe 
such a gracious look to my frozen heart and soften 
it ! I would fain bring my hard heart and lay it 
before this blessed sun, and wait until he draw by 
the cloud, look through and shine upon it. Lord, I 
tremble to go to thy table with this hard heart, lest 
thou shouldst look on me with anger, as thou didst 
upon these, Mark 3 : 5, upon account of the hard- 
ness of their hearts. Lord, I desire to be grieved for 
my heart hardness, and to look to thee whom I have 
pierced by it. Give such a look to my heart as thou 
gave to Peter's, melt it down into penitential tears, 
and cause Ine to go aside and weep bitterly. 

Christ's look caused Peter to remember and think 
upon Christ's words to him. It is in and by his 
word that he works upon sinners' hearts. Oh ! if the 
Spirit would bring the word to my mind, set it pow- 
erfully home upon my conscience, and so give the hap- 
py turn to my soul ! Lord, help me to lay up thy 
words, and to ponder them in my heart : and, oh bring 
them always seasonably to my view, that when I 
fall I may not lie long under sin, nor continue in a 
state of backsliding from thee. May I have such a 
look from thee, as shall look all my idols out of coun- 
tenance, and look my wandering heart into a right 
frame for covenanting and communicating work. 
A look that shall put new life in all my drooping 
graces, and kindle such a flame of love to Christ in 
my heart, and of indignation against sin, as all the 
devils in hell shall never be able to quench. A look 
that shall make me weep, while I live, for piercing 
Christ the Lamb. 
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Oh, shall others shed tears in plenty for sin, and 
my eyes remain dry ? Shall others get their hearts 
broken, and mine continue hard ? Lord, thy grace 
is free. Oh how easy were it for thee to melt my 
heart, and moisten my eyes ! One touch of thy hand, 
nay, one look of thy countenance, one cast of thine 
eye, is sufficient to do it. Oh turn unto me, and give 
me one merciful look; for thy ordinance will be 
lifeless, and lost unto me, if t;hou look not on me. 
How can I go to tiie table to behold Jesus, my sure- 
ty, all red with blood for my scarlet-colored sins, 
while my heart doth not nlourn, nor my eyes run 
down ? Surely the streams of my Saviour's blood 
deserve to be lamented with tears of blood, and shall 
I not do it, at least with tears of water ? Was he 
wounded for my tmnsgressions, and shall not my 
heart bleed, and eyes weep, for his wounds given 
him for my sins? 



MEDITATION IX. 

Ash she said, teuth, losd, txt the dogs eat of the 
CRUMBS. — Matthew 15 : 27. 

This woman wa^ a Canaanite, and lived among 
heathens, yet she had greater knowledge and faith 
of the Messiah than the most of the Jews. Her 
faith, humility, patience, and resolution, amidst the 
greatest discouragements, are here recorded for a pat- 
tern and encouragement to desponding believers in 
all ages. 

4 
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This woman was so sensible of her misery, that 
she addresses Christ with great earnestness for help. 
She doth not speak calmly or coldly to Christ, but 
she cried unto him, and followed him with her cries, 
ver. 22, 23. Surely, if I were duly affected with my 
spiritual wants and miseries, I would speak to God 
in no other language than that of cries and tears. 
Oh what cause have I to bewail my coldness and 
indifference in prayer,*and the little sense I have of 
my dangers and necessities, which are great beyond 
expression ! 

This woman, notwithstanding her great earnest- 
ness and strong faith, met with very great trials and 
discouragements in her addresses to Christ. 

1. Her first trial is Christ's silence to her, when 
crying to him for mercy, ver. 23, " He answered her 
not a word." Strange! not a word from a meek 
and merciful Saviour, that never put a poor sinner,' 
seeking mercy, away from him before ; but still in- 
vited all to come to him for it. That is a sore temp- 
tation. Lam. 2:8, " When I cry and shout, he shut- 
teth out my prayer." Believers are apt to think that 
God shuts out their prayers in wrath, when it is not 
so. Christ heard this woman, accepted her, was 
pleased with her, and strengthened her to hold on in 
prayer, though he did not immediately answer her. 
He entertained her with silence to draw her on to be 
more importunate, and to try her faith, patience, and 
perseverance, and thereby to teach us to be followers 
of those who through faith and patience do now in- 
herit the promises. Christ keeps the door bolted for 
a time, that we may knock the harder. Matth. 7 : 7, 
" Ask, seek, knock." The choicest mercies come to 



Digitized by 



Google 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 39 

US after the greatest wrestlings. Likewise I see here, 
that there is love in Christ's heart, to wrestling souls, 
even when frowns appear in his looks ; wherefore let 
me take encouragement from him, though he slay 
me, yet to trust in him. 

2. Another sore trial the woman met with, was 
the answer Christ gave to his disciples when inter- 
ceding for herj whereby he seems to exclude her out 
of his commission. Ver. 24, " I am not sent but to 
the 'lost sheep of the house of Israel." The Jews 
were called sheep, but the Gentiles dogs. The Jews 
were indeed to have the first offer of Christ's grace 
and purchase. Though the woman might have taken 
Christ's words as a plain repulse, yet she studies to 
put the be^t sense on them she can, and continues 
her importunity. Which teaches us never to leave 
the Throne of Grace for any discouragement. 

3. She gets a repulse yet more sharp than the two 
. former, even after she had come close up to him, and 

fallen down at his feet, saying, " Lord, help me." 
Then it is Christ ranks her among the dogs, these 
that were without the covenant, profane and un- 
clean. Now, one might think she is cut off" by that 
word, and will insist no more after it. Nay, she 
takes hold of that word of reproach, and pleads 
upon it in the text. " Truth, Lord, I am a dog," 
vile and unworthy ; yet let me humbly ask the dog's 
room and privilege, even to creep beneath the chil- 
dren's table, and gather some crumbs of mercy. Oh 
how much is contained here for our instruction and 
imitation. 

1st. What cause have we, O Lord, to bless thy 
goodness, that we Gentiles, of dogs are now become 
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children, and allowed to come to thy table ! And, 
at the same time to fear thy justice, since the Jews, 
of children, are now become dogs, and shut out as 
unclean ! If they were cut off who crucified thee 
in thy low estate, what may we expect, if by our 
sins, we crucify thee in thy glory ? Let us not be 
high-minded, but fear. 

2d. Christ puts the strongest faith of his people 
upon the sharpest trial. He thinks fit, for his own 
glory, where he gives much grace to try grace much. 

3d. Those who are most eminent in faith are most 
humble ; this woman was so. Oh how humbly did 
she plead with Christ! She threw herself on the 
ground, lay low at his feet, and from the dust, cried 
for help ; she claimed nothing, only begged for mer- 
cy. And when Christ spurned her firom his feet, 
calling her a dog, she doth not murmur nor complain 
of his harsh carriage, but humbly takes with the 
charge ; " Truth, Lord," thou dost not miscall me, 
nor call me so bad as I am ; ** I am a dog," a most 
vile and unworthy creature, and have no right to the 
children's bread, and must starve if thou hast not 
mercy upon me. She can bear the worst firown or 
chastisement from Christ, only she cannot bear being 
excluded from his mercy and grace ; she would have 
some token of it, though never so smalL She claims 
not a Benjamin's meal, nor a child's portion, only let 
her have a dog's crumb. Lord, I take patiently the 
stripe from thee ; give me but a crumb after it, and 
I will go away satisfied. Surely the more humble 
any supplicant is at a throne of grace, he comes still 
the better speed ; for the " Lord resists the Droud, but 
giveth grace to the humble." 
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4th. God's usual method of dispensing his mercy 
and grace to sinners, is first to cast them down before 
he raise them up. We must first see ourselves to 
be as dogs, " less than the least of aU Grod's mercies," 
before we are fit to be dignified with the privileges 
of children. 

5th. When unbelief draws dismal conclusions firom 
every thing, and tempts us to quit our grips and 
hopes, upon any dark dispensation, and to say with 
that wicked king, 2 Kings 6 : 33, " This evil is of the 
Lord. What, should I wait for the Lord any longer ? " 
Behold, faith is a valiant and importunate grace, it 
puts the best construction upon all Christ's actions ; 
it is sharpsi^ted, to see and take hold of all advan- 
tages, ta skengthen itself, and finds encouragement 
even in that which is discouraging. That which 
seemed to cut off this believing wopian's hope, she 
improves it as a ground of hope, and an argument 
in prayer, " Truth, Lord, yet ihe dogs eat," etc. q. d. 
Even the wprthles3 dogs belonging to the family, 
.and titiough they may not feast with children at 
the table, they may creep under it and gather crumbs, 
that would be swept to the door ; this will not wrong 
the children. Let me stand in relation to Christ, 
though in the meanest station, even that of his dog ; 
I will be thankful for it, or for any thing, if he do 
not turn me out of the house. 

6th. When our discouragements are greatest, we 
should learn firom this woman, never to give over the 
exercise of faitii and prayer ; but to look on aU our 
disappointments in the success of prayer, as excite- 
ments to greater earnestness. Faith will not set 
limits to the Holy One ; though speedy answers be 
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not given to our prayer, it becomes as to wait God's 
time, who is the best judge of the fittest season. 
" He that believeth will not make haste." 

7th. A resolute adhering to Christ by faith under 
trials, is most pleasing and acceptable to him; as 
when we persevere in the use of means when success 
is small, when we depend upon his promise, and 
look to his power ; when under the darkest dispensa- 
tions we watch over our hearts and steps, that they 
do not decline firom his ways, as these, in Psalm 44 : 
17, 18. And glory to him, that gives us such encour- 
agement for this resolute adherence to him, as the 
mercifulness of his nature, and his fedthfulness, which 
assure us, there is more good-will in his heart, than is 
visible in his dealings ; and that bis providence will 
never give his word the lie. He gives in secret 
strength to his people to adh^e to him, when he 
seems most opposite to them, as he did to this wo- 
man. He loves to bring about his people's mercies 
by means improbable and contrary, to glorify his 
wisdom. He delights to bring light out of darkness. 

8th. Great will the reward at last be of iiie be- 
liever's faith, humility, and perseverance in prayer; 
for saith Christ at length, ver. 28, " O woman, great 
is thy faith ; be it unto thee even as thou wilt." 
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MEDITATION X. 
This bo in rgmbkbrakcb of me.— 1 Cor. 11 : 24. 

O my soul, here is a solemn ordinance institated 
for keeping np the remembrance of a crucified Jesus ; 
and behold it was appointed by himself, when he 
was just going to do more for us than all the angels 
in heaven could have done, even to make atonement 
for our sins by his death and sufferings ; and he twice 
repeats his dying charge to us, verses 24 and 25, 
" This do, thiq do ye." Men used to regard the 
commands of their dying friends, and perform their 
wills religiously ; and shall not I with pleasure obey 
the will and command of a dying Redeemer when 
the thing is so easy and agreeable, to eat and drink 
at his table in remembrance of him ? K I forget 
thee, O fiiend of sinners, let my right hand forget its 
cunning, etc. Our loving Redeemer well knew the 
worldliness of our hearts, and inconstancy of our af- 
fections, that we would be ready to let his death and 
love slip out of our thoughts, and therefore he would 
have the signs of his sufferings frequently presented 
to our eyes. Alas ! for the cursed ingratitude of my 
heart, that is so apt to forget him that remembered 
me when there was none to pity me; but glory to 
him that takes such pains to cure my forgetful- 
ness, by setting forth Christ crucified so evidently 
in the broken bread and poured out wine in the sa- 
crament I look upon this ordinance as a visible 
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representation and commemoration of my Savioni's 
death and sufferings for his people. It is like a mar- 
ble pillar set up upon his grave, with an inscription 
of his glorious achievements and mighty deeds, his 
glorious sufferings, conflicts, and victories, for his 
people. Wherefore, as oft as he calls me, I will go 
hither, and put all the honor and respect I can upon 
my kind benefactor. I will remember his love, pro- 
claim his worth, and publish his praises. I will here- 
by own myself before the world to be one of his dis- 
ciples, and a follower of the Lamb. I will declare 
my abhorrence of sin that pierced him, and my grat- 
itude to the Lamb for the atoning sacrifice he of- 
fered up for me upon the cross. I will triumph in 
this as the only ground of my hope; I will put the 
crown on his head, and cast all my crowns down at 
his feet, and cry, " Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, and has redeemed me from my sins by his 
blood ; worthy is he to receive all honor, power, glory, 
and dominion, forever and ever." 

Glory to my dear Saviour, that seeks no greater 
return for all his labor of love, than a thankful remem- 
brance of it at his table. Had he bid me sacrifice 
my first-bom, and give all I have to the poor, or go on 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land to visit his sepukhre, 
or go to the top of Mount Calvary where the cross 
stood, as a token of thankfulness for his love, could 
I have refused it ? But he puts me to no such hard 
task. Lord, thou bidst me not go to a bloody scaf- 
fold to remember thee, but to a well-covered table to 
do it. Thou bidst me not go there to bleed or burn 
for thee, but to eat and drink; not the bread of 
affliction, or the water of adversity, but bread that 
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Btrengtnens the heaxt^ and wine that cheers the droop- 
ing spirit, bread and wine which thou hast sanctified 
and blessed for me. Surely, O dear Saviour, I owe 
my life to thee, nay a thousand lives if I had them ; 
but it is not my Ufe, but my memory and thoughts 
thou art calling for ; it is not to die &>r thee, but to 
remember thee. Didst tliou drink the cup of wrath 
on the cross for me, and will not I drink a cup of 
blessing at the table for thee, nay for myself, and for 
my eternal salvation ? 

Let me go then to this holy table, with faith, love, 
and thankfulness, to remember Christ and his dying 
love ; as he commands me. And while I remember 
him, let me also receive and embrace him as my 
bleeding High Priest, in the arms of my faith, and 
at the same time throw my guilty soul into his 
wounded arms, for saving me from wrath. Let me 
go and remember the woundings and piercings of 
my Redeemer, with a pierced and wounded heart for 
these cursed sins, which nailed and killed the Prince 
of Life. Let me henceforth be the death of sin, 
which was the death of my dear Saviour. Oh, shall 
I suffer sin to live any longer in me, that would not 
suffer my Redeemer to live in the world ? 

But let me consider my High Priest beforehand, 
and what of his sufferings I should remember at his 
table. I will remember how the glorious heir of all 
things left his throne of Majesty to lodge in a virgin's 
womb ; yea, to be cradled in a manger, for such a 
worm as me ! I will remember how he was attacked 
by the devil, contradicted by sinners, and reproached 
by the world for my sake ! I will remember how 
sorrowful his soul was in the garden, when the bitter 
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cup was put in his hand ; and how he sweat, how 
he prayed, how he fell to the ground, till he was quite 
overwhelmed with wrath, and covered with his own 
blood for my sake ! I will xemember how he was 
sold for a small price, and basely betrayed by Judas ; 
how he was taken by soldiers, tied as a malefactor 
with cords, denied by Peter, forsaken by all his dis- 
ciples, and left alone among his cruel and insulting 
enemies. I will remember how he was blindfolded, 
mocked, spit upon, buffeted, and affconfed by ruflBians 
a whole night, and patiently suffered all for my sake. 
I will remember how his lovely countenance was 
disfigured by blows, and the plucking the hair off his 
lovely cheeks ; and how the sweetest face ever the 
sun saw, was all besmeared with blood and spitting 
for my sake. I will remember how he that clothes 
the lilies of the field, was himself stripped naked, 
bound to a pillar, and cruelly scourged, till the pave- 
ment of Pilate's judgment hall was all bedewed with 
his precious blood. I will remember how the crown 
of thorns was plaited with the sharp points turned 
inward, put upon his head, and driven into his tem- 
ple with a reed, till they pierced his skull in many 
places, and a shower of blood ran down his blessed 
neck. I will remember how the heavy cross-tree was 
laid upon his scourged and bleeding shoulders, and 
he made to carry it through the streets of Jerusalem, 
forth of the gates, and up Mount Calvary, to the 
place of execution, until his strength was spent, and 
he foundered under the burden. I will remember 
how., the cross-tree was laid down and my Saviour 
stripped naked, and stretched out upon it as a rack ; 
and how he was fastened to it with iron neiils through 
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his hands and feet, and the cross lifted up and let 
fall into a deep hole digged for the foot of it, to the 
violent rending and widening of his sacred wounds, 
until all his blood streamed forth at them, and he ex- 
pired amidst tiie most exquisite tortures. 

I will remember, also, how his soul was troubled 
and nonplussed at the distant prospect of this cup ; 
and how sore amazed he was soon after when it was 
put into his hand. I will remember how the tasting 
of it cast him into a bloody sweat and agony ; broken 
with breach upon breach, till all the billows of divine 
vengeance went over him, and the Ldon of the tribe 
of Judah was made to roar under the strokes of the 
flaming sword. Psahn 22: 1. I will remember the 
dreadful hidings of God's face he lay under, until he 
was made to cry, " My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me? " I will remember the inexora- 
bleness of divine justice, that would not spare him 
one stripe, bate him one farthing of the debt, nor one 
drop of the cup ; so that he drank till he cried, ^< It is 
finished," and gave up the ghost. Glory to him for 
his love in finishing the work. 



MEDITATION XI. 

Fob I ah in a strait bbtwixt two. — Philip. 1 : 23. 

As the apostle was in a strait whether to choose to 
die or to live, so am I in a strait whether to go to 
the Lord's table, or to stay back. Now, thou callest 
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me, Lord, to celebrate the memorial of thy death, 
yea, to feast with thee at thy holy table, and I know 
not what to choose ; I am in a strait betwixt two. 
My heart is so unholy, and my unworthiness so great, 
I tremble to go forward to feast with a God so holy, 
and whose purity is infinite ; and yet my wants are 
so many, and my necessities so great, that my case 
is hopeless if I stay back. Lord, I can go to none else 
in all the world to supply my needs, but to thyself 
alone. But oh, when I think of going forward, guilt 
stops my mouth, and fills me with blushing. Lord, 
if the holy angels, these pure and unspotted seraphims 
who burn in zeal for thy service, must even cover 
their faces before thee ; how shall I venture into thy 
presence, I whose zeal is so languishing, whose love 
is so cold, whose mind is so earthly, and prayers so 
duU? Shall I approach so near a holy God in such 
a case? But what then shall I ^o? Shall I join 
with those worldlings who were bidden to the feast 
of the great King, refuse, and make my excuse ? 
Then I fear the King will be angry, declare me un- 
worthy to taste of his supper, yea, swear in his wrath 
that I shall never enter into his rest. 

Lord, I abhor myself for my tfnworthiness and 
vileness, my guilt and pollution ; but where shall I 
go to get help and remedy for it, but unto thee . 
alone? Hast thou not bidden me come, though 
my sins be red as crimson ? Have not many such 
come to thee, and found relief? Surely, O Lord, 
thy goodness is greater thaii my sinfulness, and thy 
mercy surpasseth my misery; for though my sins 
reach even to the clouds, yet thy mercy is above 
the heavens. O merciful Father, extend thy free, 
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boundless mercy to a miserable, helpless sinner. 
Surely misery is the proper object of mercy. Holy 
God, if thou help me not for the sake of my mise- 
ries which I have deserved, yet help me for the sake 
of thy mercies which thou hast promised in Christ, 
thy dear Son. Wherefore I plead for Christ's sake, 
that thou wilt hear the cry of my miseries, and not 
the cry of my sins. Oh doth not his precious blood 
cry louder for pardon, than my sins for punishment ? 
Lord, hear the cry of that blood, and let it not be as 
water spilt upon the ground. For the sake of that 
prevalent blood, pity, pardon, and accept a poor un- 
worthy creature, that desires to obey thy call, and 
prepare his heart to seek thee, though he be not 
cleansed according to the purification of the sanc- 
tuary. 

O Lord, though I be ashamed to come to thee, 
my needs are so pressing and pinching that I cannot 
stay away, " To whom shall I go biit unto thee, for 
thou hast the words of eternal life ? " The whole 
creation cannot supply my wants. Thou only art my 
sun, from whose beams I must receive saving light. 
Thou art my head, from whom I must get spiritual 
life ; thou act the root, from which I must receive 
sap and growth. Thou art the fountain, from which 
I must draw living water ; thou art the treasure, 
from which I must obtain the riches of grace. So 
that without thee I am nothing, I have nothing, I 
can do nothing. To thee then must I go for all my 
supplies, and out of thy fulness receive grace for 
grace. Lord, thou hast enough to supply many 
worlds of needy souls ; for the sun is not so fuU of 
light, nor the sea so fuU of water, as thou art full of 
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grace and mercy to needy creatures; and as thou 
art full, so I am assured thou art free, and willing to 
communicate thy fulness. In spite, then, of all ob- 
jections and difficulties, forward to thee I will go, 
and cast myself at thy feet ; " If I perish, I perish." 
Oh ! did ever any perish at mercy's door ? 

Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the very chief 
of sinners, and cannot this mercy reach me ? Surely 
the viler sinner I am, thou hast the fairer opportunity 
to show the riches of thy mercy, the fineness of thy 
love, and the efficacy of thy blood ; and if I be al- 
lowed to share therein, the sweeter and louder will 
the eternal hallelujahs be, that will be sung to the 
Lamb of God on my account. Oh that he would 
glorify his mercy in my relict Where shall a poor 
heavy laden sinner go, but unto him that can free 
him from his burden? Where shall I go with a 
multitude of sins and miseries, but to thee who hast 
a multitude of tender mercies ? Where shall I go 
with my deep and heinous guilt, but to thee who 
hast a deep fountain to wash it away ? Behold one 
deep caUeth to another, the depth of my misery to 
the depth of thy mercy ! My wound is great, but 
thy bahn is excellent! My sore is broad, but thy 
plaster is answerable ! " O Lord, be merciful 
unto me, heal my soul, for I have sinned against 
thee." 

Lord, is not the gospel feast I am invited to a 
feast of charity, to which thou caUest not the rich 
but the poor, maimed, halt, and bUnd, who cannot 
make any return for thy bounty? And may not 
such a miserable object as I am take encouragement 
from such a free intensive invitation ? Luke 14 : 21. 
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My blessed Redeemer while he was on earth, did 
not disdain to eat with publicans and sinners, nor to 
dine with Simon a leper. And though now exalted 
in the highest heavens, yet he still retains the bowels 
of a man, and all the pity and charity to perishing 
sinners, he had while in this state of humiliation. 
Wherefore sensible of my unworthiness, loathing 
myself for my vileness, and trusting to my Saviour's 
compassion to the miserable, I desire to go forward 
to his holy table. Oh that he would direct and 
strengthen me to go about such a weighty work ! 
Let not that ordinance, which God hath instituted 
for a blessing, be made a curse to me through my 
unworthy partaking. Lord, rebuke all miseasonable 
thoughts and wanderings that would mar the duty ; 
excite and actuate in me every proper grace, and en- 
able me to manage so, that I may not dishonor, 
but glorify thee. Lord, descend thou into my heart 
by the influences of thy Spirit, that I may ascend up 
to thee by the actings of grace ; and when th^ King 
sits at his table, let my spikenard send forth the smell 
thereof. Lord, I look to thee for strength, conduct, 
and through-bearing, in every strait. I trust not in 
my preparations, but in thy free mercy, for accept- 
ance ; I trust not in my faith, biit in thy faithfulness, 
who hast promised to give power to the faint ; I trust 
not in my repentance, but in thy free pardoning mer- 
cy ; I trust not in my doings, but in Christ's doings. 
Oh take away my filthy garments, and clothe me 
with the best robe — the Lord our Righteousness, 
" I will go in the strength of the Lord God ; I will make 
mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only. 
Awake, O north wind, and come thou south, blow 
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upon my garden, that the spices may flow out. K 
thy presence go not with me, carry me not up 
hence." 

The Lord made a breach upon the Israelites, for 
not seeking him after the due order. Chron. 15 : 13. 
He smote fifty thousand of the Bethshemites for an 
irreverent look into the ark, which typified Christ ; 
and what cause then have I to fear a stroke, should 
I rashly touch the symbols of his body and blood ? 
Seeing this ordinance is intended for doing honor 
to the King of Zion, oh save me fi*om doing indig- 
nity to him, by betraying him with a kiss. May I 
so prepare for this feast, that the blessed master of 
it may see I am watchful of his eye, tender of his 
honor, and fearful of his anger. Lord, awake my 
heart, stir up my graces, and prepare me for a meet- 
ing with my Saviour ; and let not my soul, whose 
only hope is to be saved by Christ's blood, be sent 
away from his table with the guilt instead of the 
benefit, of that blood upon it. 



MEDITATION XII. 

But my god shall supply all youb need, according to his 

RICHES IN GLORY, BY CHRIST JESUS. — Philip. 4 I 19. 

Heavenly Father, out of thy rich bounty thou 
wast pleased once to lay up a great stock for me in 
my progenitors' hands, but they soon squandered it 
all away, so that I am become extremely poor and 
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needy. Oh! what can I do in this indigent condi- 
dion, but come back to thee for pity and new sup- 
plies ? For ever blessed be thy name, for the reviv- 
ing news of the gospel : that thou hast now laid up 
a new stock for bankrupt sinners in the hands of a 
surety that cannot fail, and hast erected a throne of 
grace for such as I am in time of need, where Christ 
Jesus, my surety, sits commissioned by thee, with 
glorious riches to supply my wants. Many are the 
needs which thou thinkest fit to leave upon me, that 
I might have the more errands unto this throne, and 
that thou mayest the oftener hear my voice. Oh 
pour out upon me a spirit of grace and supplication, 
and cause me to delight in approaching thee. 

Behold, Lord, a needy creature, an object of pity, 
approaching to a Saviour, whose fulness is infinite ! 
Oh how suitable is it to my wants, which are great 
and innumerable ! I am starving, and have no bread ; 
I am naked, and have no clothing;, I am wounded, 
and have no cure; I am in debt, and have no money; 
I am polluted, and have no fountain; I am bur- 
dened, and have no rest ; I have destroyed myself, 
and can find no help in myself. But yet there is 
help for me elsewhere ; I have heard of the mercy 
of the King of Israel, and of the remedy he hath 
provided for those who are helpless, lost, and miser- 
able. Wherefore, though poor, I will not despair, 
for thou art the Lord of the whole world, and hast 
opened thy treasures to the needy. Though polluted, 
I will not despond, for thou hast the fountain of sal- 
vation. Though naked, I will not with Adam run 
from thee and hide myself; nay, I will run to thee 
to cover me with the spotless righteousness and in- 
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nocence of my Saviour. Though hungry and starv 
ing, I will take encouragement from the glad tidings 
thou hast proclaimed of a rich feast for the poor and 
needy. Lord, I come to thee as the hungry to be 
fed, as the naked to be clothed, as the wounded to 
be healed, as the cold, starving creature to the fire, 
as the unclean to be washed in the fountain that is 
opened, not to the house of David only, but even to 
the poorest inhabitants in Jerusalem. Glory to Grod, 
that it is so free and open to the poor and needy. 

Lord, I come not to thy table because I am wor- 
thy, but because thou art rich in mercy, and dost 
promise that " the needy shall not be forgotten, and 
the expectation of the poor shall not perish. And 
that when the poor and needy seek water, and there 
is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, thou the 
Lord wilt hear them, and open rivers in the wilder- 
ness, and fountains in the midst of the valleys." Oh 
come, do as thou hast said, pity a needy, perishing 
creature, and fill my narrow vessel out of the ocean 
of thy mercy, where it will not be missed. Come to 
the feast of thine own appointment, and display thy 
fulness. Cast open the doors of thy treasures, and 
allow me access to Christ's unsearchable riches. 
Thy word. Lord, doth assure me, that in all ages 
thou hast bestowed these riches upon the poor and 
needy, without money and without price. And this 
doth warrant me to plead with thee to come to thy 
house, where many needy beggars are gathered, and 
scatter thy bounty among them, and admit me to 
gather with them. Oh let not such a miserable 
object go from thy door without a crumb of the 
children's bread, seeing there is bread enough in thy 
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house, and to spare. Oh let none return ashamed 
from the fountain who come expecting water. Thou 
hast promised to pour water upon the thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground. Oh, is there any 
more dry, more poor, more needy than I am! Lord, 
make me as thirsty as I am dry, as humble as I am 
poor, and as sensible a9 I am needy. Alas ! that I 
have so Uttle sense of my wants. Oh, deal not with 
me according to my sense of need, which is small, 
but deal with me according to my real need, and 
thy royal bounty, which is exceeding great. 

Oh that I were poor and needy in my own eyes, 
and truly sensible of my own wants; that I am 
drowned in debt to the law and justice of God, owe 
many thousands, and have not one farthing to pay ; 
that I am destitute of every thing that is good, can 
do nothing to please God, and am unworthy of the 
least of his mercies. Oh that I were made willing 
to quit all confidence in my own righteousness, du- 
ties, frames, or attainments ; and well content to go 
entirely out of myself to Christ, for righteousness to 
justify me, and for his grace to renew and sanctify 
my nature. 

Lord, I am poor, but I see God has treasured up 
unsearchable riches, and infinite fulness in Jesus 
Christ to answer all my needs ; I am naked, but I 
see in Christ a robe of righteousness that is suffi- 
cient to cover me, and a whole elect world ; I am a 
starving creature, but in Christ there is the bread of 
life, and the waters of life for my soul ; I am foolish 
and ignorant, but Christ hath infinite wisdom to 
teach and guide me; I am laden with guilt, but 
Christ's sacrifice is sufficient to atone for it ; I have 
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strong lusts and corruptions, but Clyrist hath a kingly 
power to subdue them ; I am under much darkness, 
but Christ is " the light of the world ; " I am under 
fears and discouragements, but Christ is the consola- 
tion of Israel ; I am wounded and sick, but Christ 
hath excellent balm for me ; I am under a burden of 
debt, but Christ is rich, and fully able to pay it ; I 
am in prison, and under bonds, but Christ opens 
prison doors, and looses them that are boimd ; I am 
fatherless by Adam's fall, but Christ is the everlast- 
ing Father " in whom the fatherless find mercy ; " I 
have many enemies to pursue and accuse me, as 
law, justice, Satan, and conscience ; but Christ, my 
advocate, can answer them all : therefore I flee to 
him for refuge, I close with him in all his offices, and 
put my whole confidence in him. 

It gives great encouragement to my soul, that I 
have a Saviour so full of goodness and pity to look 
to, a mighty agent in heaven to plead my cause, and 
to present my petitions and supplications to the 
Father. I put all my concerns in his hand, and 
commit them to his care and management; he 
knows the fittest time to present them, and to send 
me an answer. In the sacrament I swear allegiance 
to thee ; as my sovereign Lord and King, over thy 
broken body, and shed blood, I engage to be a true 
and faithful soldier in thy army, and to take the 
field against thy enemies. Many pieces of furni- 
ture dq I need for this warfare ; I need the girdle of 
sincerity, the shield of faith, the helmet of hope, the 
sword of the Spirit, the breastplate of righteousness, 
and to have my feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace. But glory to thy name, my 
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Redeemer and captain of salvation hath provided a 
noble armory and storehouse to answer all these my 
necessities and wants. Lord, supply all my needs 
out of thy infinite fulness, and furnish me with every 
thing necessary for the work and warfare thou caUest 
me unto. Oh, my enemies are lively, and they are 
strong ; but I look to my glorious captain to gird 
me with strength for the battle, and to teach my 
hands to war. 



MEDITATION XIH. 

And to know the love op Christ, which fasseth knowi/- 
EDGE. — Eph. 3: 19. 

Where shall I begin my thoughts upon the love 
of Christ to men ? And when begun, how shall I 
make an end? It hath a breadth and length, a 
depth and height that passeth knowledge. If the 
Apostle Paul, that had the brightest discoveries of 
this love, owned this,* much more may I. I may 
sooner find out the height of heaven, the breadth of 
the earth, or the depth of the sea, than measure 
Christ's love. It is an unfathomable ocean that 
hath neither bank nor bottom. Oh, whither did his 
love carry him! From the height of glory to the 
depth of misery. How low and deep was our fall, 
that nothing could recover and raise us up but the 
low abasement of the Son of God, the King of 
Glory! How low was the step he made to help us 
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up ; even to put on our nature, and suffer himself to 
be pierced for our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities ! Blessed Lord, thou tookest not on thee 
the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham ; 
these are fast bound up from thee with chains of 
darkness, whilst thou drawest us to thee with cords 
of love ! How distinguishing was thy love to man, 
that brought thee from heaven to earth, from the 
throne to the manger, from the manger to the wilder- 
ness, from the wilderness to the garden, from the gar- 
den to the judgment hall, from the judgment hall to 
the cross, from the cross to the grave ; yea, from the 
glory of heaven to the very torments of hell, and all 
for vile sinners ! How wonderful is the sight thou 
callest me to see at the Lord's table ! Even to see 
him suffering for sin, that never committed sin ! To 
see him ^' made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we," 
who knew no righteousness, "might be made the 
righteousness of God in him ! " An amazing sight 
indeed ! 

" Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him ! " Oh what is he that thou shouldst magnify 
and set thy heart on him! And what am I, the 
worst of men, and vilest of sinners, that thou shouldst 
stoop so low to exalt me ! That thou shouldst en- 
dure the poverty of this world, that I might enjoy 
the riches of heaven ! Be content to live in the 
form of a servant, that I might have the adoption of 
sons! Be willing to bow thyself unto death, to 
raise me to eternal life ! Be content to be numbered 
among transgressors, that I might have a room 
among the blessed! To be crowned with thorns, 
that I might be crowned with glory ! To be con- 
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demned before men, that I might be justified before 
God! To drink the bitter cup of wrath, that I 
might drink the pure river of life ! To cry out in 
sorrow upon the cross, that I might triumph with 
joy upon the throne ! O Lord Jesus, thy love hath 
overflown all banks, and thy compassion knew no 
bounds ! Can I think on it, and my heart not burn ? 
Can I speak of it, and not be overcome, so as to 
seek, with Joseph, a secret place to weep in ? 

Oh love that passeth knowledge! How shall I 
think of it and not stand amazed! That the gen- 
eral should die for the soldier, the physician for the 
patient! That the righteous Judge of heaven 
should come to the bar, put himself in the male- 
factor's clothes, and be condemned for him ! That 
the blessed Son of God should interpose his inno- 
cent breast to receive the mortal stroke for us ! That 
God, all suffici^t, should be exposed to hunger and 
thirst, to grief and weariness, and the vilest re- 
proaches and indignities, for worms like us ! Behold 
the Creator of the world wounded, mangled, and 
killed, by ungrateful creatures whom he came to 
save ! Behold his heart burning with affection to- 
wards them that cruelly pierced it ! Surely, a believ- 
ing view of this love of Christ, is sufficient to mol- 
lify a heart more cold and frozen than ice itself! 
Oh, love imfathomable ! Who can measure its di- 
mensions ! It hath a height without a top, a depth 
without a bottom, a breadth without a side, a length 
without end! Astonishing love! that my exalted 
Lord should stoop so low as to become a man ; nay, 
d poor man, a man of sorrows, a deserted man, a 
dying man, and also a dead man, for such a wretch 
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as me! Nay, more, that he should stoop to be 
made a curse, and lie under a dreadful load of 
wrath, infinitely more heavy than is laid upon any 
damned soul in hell ! 

Oh what a sea of wrath did my loving Jesus swim 
through, to save me firom perishing ! Behold how 
that raging sea wrought, and was tempestuous, 
roared most terriWy, and threatened to swallow me 
up with the rest of the world; till once my Re- 
deemer stepped in, and undertook to be the sacrifice 
for calming the sea! Take me up (said he, like 
Jonah) and throw me into the sea, and ye shall be 
all safe. In this Red Sea, our blessed Jonah was 
content to swim for thirty-three years, without seek- 
ing deliverance, till once the sea was perfectly calm 
and every elect soul out of danger. Marvellous loving- 
kindness ! Oh that I could, with a suitable firame of 
heartj both remember and admire redeeming love, 
and redeeming blood, when I go to sit down at my 
Redeemer's table. Oh that I may there get faith's 
sight of the various instances of his love that passeth 
knowledge. Let me there view Christ in the womb, 
and in the manger ; in his weary steps, and hungry 
bowels ; in his prostrations in the garden, and clot- 
ted drops of bloody sweat Let me view his head 
with a crown of thorns, and his face besmeared with 
the soldier's spit Let me view him in his march to 
Calvary, and his elevation upon a painful cross, 
with his head bowed down, and his side streaming 
blood ! Oh, unparalleled love ! It had been won- 
derful love to have sent one of the lofty seraphims 
to suffer for us ; but to give him whom all the sera- 
phixoa serve and adore, <' is love that passeth knowl- 
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edge." Let me view the Scripture designations and 
titles of " him that loved us, and gave himself for 
us," that he might wash us in his blood. 

He is our Emmanuel, the Wonderful, the Coun- 
sellor, the " mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace, the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, the Prince of the kings of the earth, the Lord 
of glory, the rose of Sharon, the plant of renown, 
the brightness of his Father's glory, the express 
image of his person, the bright and morning star, 
the sun of righteousness, the light of the world, the 
head of the church, the beginning and first-born 
from the dead, the appointed heir of all things." 
This is " he that loved us, and gave himself" to die 
for the redemption of rebels, grace-abusing, and gos- 
pel-slighting sinners ! Oh, what am I that thou 
shouldst spare, yea, ransom and feast me in such a 
manner! Long ago mightest thou have shaken off 
the hand of thy providence such a viper as I am 
into fire unquenchable ; and there made me to know, 
by sad experience, what it is to abuse free grace, by 
the loss of eternal glory. But, instead of that, thou 
hast pitied me, loved me, become my surety, to 
appease justice for my heinous sins by thy blood, 
when no other sacrifice would do. Lord, I welcome 
thy love feast ; I lay my hand on the head of the 
sacrifice, and rest upon it; "I believe. Lord, help 
my unbelief." Oh that I may henceforth Uve under 
the continual sense of my infinite obligations to my* 
glorious surety, that would make " his soul an offer- 
ing for my sin." Oh what return shall I give him for 
all his soul travail and agonies for me ? Oh that I 
could spend my whole life, and each day of it, in 
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magnifying his love, and living to his praise. Now, 
" blessed be his glorious name for ever and ever ; let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory." Amen and 
Amen. 



MEDITATION XIV. 

And being in an agony — his sweat was as it were gbeat 
DROPS OF BLOOD. — Luke 22 : 44. 

O my soul, this text affords thee great subject of 
thought, when thou goest to remember thy dear 
Saviour at his table. Here I see him in a bloody 
agony ! And first let me observe the place where his 
agony began, — the garden of Gethsemane, in the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, on the east side of Jerusalem, 
at the foot of the Mount of Olives. Now it was in 
the valley of Jehoshaphat that God did plead with 
the nations in Christ their surety. Joel 3 : 2. The 
word Gethsemane, signifies a mill or press for olives, 
as being probably the place where they pressed the 
olives that grew on the mount, and there squeezed 
the oil out of them. In this place, it pleased the 
Father to bruise Christ, our true olive, that so out of 
his ftdness, the fresh oil of his merit and grace 
might flow out abundantly to needy souls. Never 
was such an olive pressed there before, since the 
^st planting of that Mount ! Never was there such 
precious oil seen as Jesus' blood ! Oh that I may 
partake of the root and fatness of that good olive 
which was. pressed here, and of that oil, which will 
make my grace to grow, and my face to shine ! 
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As it was in a garden that man's sin and misery- 
first began, so it was in a garden that our blessed 
surety began his last expiatory sufferings for sin. 
As the garden of Eden produced man's misery, so 
the garden of Gethsemane provided a remedy. Oh 
that when I walk and retire myself in a garden, I 
may have grace to think with suitable affections 
upon the sins of men, and the sufferings of my 
Saviour for them ! and, at the same time, to send up 
my ejaculations to Grod, for an interest in his agony 
and atonement, and for the comfortable intimation 
thereof to my soul. When my dear Redeemer was 
in his agony of soul, I read of his offering "up 
prayers and supplications " to God, " with strong 
crying and tears," Hebrews 5: 7, and have I no 
prayers nor tears to offer up to God at the remem- 
brance of his agony; especially when I consider, how 
much my sins contributed to throw him into it ! Oh 
how strong and bitter were my surety's cries at this 
time, when Christ bruised his soul, and poured down 
a flood of his wrath upon him ! Psalm 69 : 3. Now 
was his soul in travail, and great cause had he for 
his strong crying and tears ! He was silent under all 
the pains of his body, and under his sufferings from 
men. All that time " he is dumb as a sheep before 
his shearers." But, behold, when fierce wrath from 
God alighteth on his soul, he prayed most earnestly 
and importunately for support and through-bearing 
under this terrible storm. Oh that, firom my Saviour's 
example, I may learn, when under soul trouble and 
inward distress, to make my prayers to God more 
earnest and fervent, and to persevere without faintiig. 

I observe also in this passage, that the agony of 
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Christ's soul increased so much, that it produced a 
sweat of blood over his body ; yea, great drops of 
blood, which, by his violent agony, burst through, and 
watered the ground where he lay. Oh what trouble 
and anguish, pangs and sorrows, desertions and strug- 
glings, must his soul have endured at this time, under 
the burden of God's wrath for his people's sins ! Oh 
what a prodigious and preternatural sweat was this ! 
Never was the like heard of since the world began ! 
According to the course of nature, Christ lying in 
the open air, in a cold night upon the cold ground, 
with the greatness of his consternation, should have 
drawn all his blood inward from the external parts 
of his body. But Christ's sweating and bleeding 
was altogether preternatural. He sweat without 
external heat, — he bled without external wound. 
The fire of divine wrath, now kindled in his soul, 
was so very hot and raging, that it made the blood 
about his heart to boil, and burst through both flesh 
and garments. He had received at this time no 
wound nor external violence from any hand; no 
Judas, no soldier, no tormentor, had yet attacked 
him ; no spear, no nail, no thorn or scourge had yet 
touched his sacred body, and yet he bleeds most 
plentifftlly ! Oh, but the sword of justice had 
reached him, and made a deep wound and wide 
gash in his soul ; at which breach a sea of wrath 
brake in with such violence, that it overwhelmed 
him ; made him fall first on his knees, and then flat 
on the ground, where he lay till all the waves and 
billows of divine vengeance went over him. Oh, 
what a dreadful pressure was my Saviour's soul 
imder at this time! What anguish had he about 
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his hearty that made his body to struggle, and sweat, 
so that every pore of his body became a bleeding 
wound ! Oh how awfully should I be affected with 
this tragical sight! How thankfully should I re- 
member my Redeemer's love, when he calls me to 
do it at his holy table ! 

In my Saviour's agony I may see, as in a glass, 
the malignant evil of sin, that no less could atone 
for it, than the soul-travail and agony of the dear 
Son of God ! Can I ever make light of sin, when I 
view the great drops of blood standing, while he lay 
grovelling on the earth in the anguish of his soul ! 
Shall I not henceforth abhor sin, and stand in awe 
of offending a just and holy God, seeing it is such a 
fearful thing to fall into his hands : ^' K such things 
were done in the green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry ? " Was the cup of wrath so terrible to the 
innocfent human nature of Christ, when presented to 
him, that he shrieked and cried out, Oh ! what wUl it 
be to guilty sinners ? Here I may see how costly the 
redemption of the soul is; ere this could be com- 
passed, God must be made man, eternity must suffer 
death, the Lord of angels must weep in a cradle, 
the Creator of the world must hang like a slave ! 
He must lie in a manger at Bethlehem, cry in an 
agony at Gethsemane, die on a cross at Calvary! 
Unspotted righteousness must be made sin, and un- 
blemished blessedness must be made a curse ! Oh 
did Christ value souls at so high a rate, and shall 
men be so foolish as to throw them away for a thing 
of naught! 

Here I may see the great difficulty of making 
peace with God, when once his law is broken ; no 
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less could do it than the blood, and soul-agony of 
the Son of God ; even an infinite ransom must be 
paid ere God would be reconciled to man. Oh how 
much am I beholden to Christ that undertook the 
reconciliation, that prevented my ruin, by taking the 
cup out of 4ny hand! Oh the cup he drank for me 
was mingled with wrath and curses, a cup full of 
vengeance pressed down, heaped up, shaken together, 
aud running over; a cup, which if men or angels 
hud but tasted, they had reeled, and fallen headlong 
iiito hell. Yet, said Christ, ere any of my elect ones 
drink it, I will do it for them ; reach it hither to me 
bitter as it is. Oh how ready was Christ to engage 
fur men ! and how willing was he to perform ! how 
ready, faU, and free was the fountain of his blood to 
w ash the defiled ! Behold how freely it issued forth 
before a wound was opened ; all his veins and pores 
poured it forth, without waiting for the tormentors. 
Lord, make me as willing and ready to apply it. 
Bid Christ wrestle in an agony to obtain the re 
demption of lost sinners, and shall not I wrestle as 
in an agony to get an interest in this redemption, 
and the evidences thereof cleared up to my soul! 
Oh for faith and fervency in prayer, that I may wres- 
tle without ceasing for the assurance of his love, 
that I may go with joy to his table. 
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MEDITATION XV. 

He opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to 

THE SLAUGHTER. — Isa. 53 : 7. * 

It beoomes me to read and consider these words 
with great attention, seeing they were the occasion 
of the Ethiopian eunuch's conversion; for it was 
while he read and thought on these words, that God 
sent Philip to join him. Acts 8 : 29. Oh that God 
would, in like manner, send his Holy Spirit to join 
me while I am meditating on them. 

1. I observe that Christ is the great sacrifice pro- 
vided by God to make atonement for our sins. He 
is the great antitype and substance of all the lambs 
and beasts that were offered up in sacrifice under the 
law, and therefore he is often in the New Testament 
called the Lamb, the Lamb of God, and the Lamb 
slain. The Spirit of God seems to have a peculiar 
delight in dwelling upon this type of the Lamb, 
more than on any other of the Old Testament types; 
and should not I delight in it too, and often with 
pleasure make mention of the Lcuub, the worthy 
Lamb, that will be the object of the praises of saints 
and angels through all eternity ? 

2. Christ is represented by a lamb to point out 
the innocence of his person, the meekness of his na- 
ture, the usefulness of his benefits, and his patience 
under sufferings. How patient is the lamb under 
injuries! It is silent both before the shearer and 
butcher ; it parts with its fleece in shearing time, and 
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with its life in slaughter time, without any noise or 
resistance. Dogs and swine howl and cry when vio- 
lence is offered to them, but the lamb is silent So 
Christ, the Lamb of God, opened not his mouth, 
under the greatest reviUngs, mockings, buffetings, 
spittings, piercings, and the most cruel death, which 
he aufFered from men, 1 Pet 2 : 23, and hence it is 
said in the text, when he was led to the slaughter, 
" he opened not his mouth." He opened not his 
mouth, unless it was to bless, teach, or pray for 
those who injured him ; yea, he not only did pray, 
but also plead an excuse for them, "Father, forgive 
tlicm, for they know not what they do." And after 
his resurrection, how ready was this meek Lamb to 
forgive all that wronged him ! When giving orders 
to preach remission of sins to a lost world, he bids 
"begin at Jerusalem," Luke 24: 46, where they 
mocked and pierced him, because there they had 
greatest need of his blood to wash them from guilt 
How meekly did our blessed Lamb carry to Peter, 
wlien he denied him in his own hearing ! He did 
not turn and frown upon Peter, as he well deserved, 
though he might have frowned him to hell ; it is said 
only, " He turned and looked on Peter," Luke 22 : 
61^ not with an angry look, but with an affectionate, 
melting look, which recovered him to a penitent 
frame. Neither did he afterwards upbraid him with 
his carriage. O meek Lamb of God ! Can I re- 
member thee at thy table, without being filled with 
remorse and grief for my impatience under injuries, 
and the proneness of my heart to resent them? 
Shall I not be ashamed of my unchristian temper, 
when I see my meek and loving Jesus willing to be 
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the sport and derision of men and devils, that he 
might be the author of salvation to perishing souls ? 
Oh, how astonishing is it to see the Creator af&onted 
by the creature, the potter by his clay, the King of 
Glory by worms of the earth, and yet hold his peace ! 
Now is the head so meek and patient,- and should 
not the members be so too ? Oh how unseemly is it 
to see a company of fierce lions following a meek 
lamb ! Oh that I could learn more of him that is 
meek and lowly in heart! 

3. Here I see the greatest instance of divine love 
that ever the world saw. Behold an oflfended God 
willing to spare wretched criminals, and take satis- 
fa(^tion from a surety in their room ; and he himself 
finds out the lamb to be the sacrifice, even his eter- 
nal Son, who willingly undertook to assume a body 
for that end. How astonishing are the Lamb's 
words, Heb. 10 : 5, " Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared me!'* 
as if he had said, " Father, since all the legal sacri- 
fices are insuflScient to satisfy thy justice, atone for 
sin, and ransom precious souls ; even take the body 
thou hast prepared for me, let that be the sacrifice 
to justice ; it is more valuable than any other, being 
the tabernacle of my divine person; it will bring 
glory to thy offended justice, and satisfy it to the 
fuIL I yield myself willingly to be the prisoner of 
justice, and go quietly as a lamb to the slaughter ; 
not dragged to it as an ox or bullock, but meekly 
and pleasantly like a lamb." When, according to 
this agreement, justice required the Lamb to be sac- 
rificed, Oh how patient and silent was he under all 
the accusations laid against him, though ^e was 
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innocent ; he would say nothing in his own defence, 
at which Pilate (not knowing the cause of his si- 
lence) marvelled greatly, having never seen the like 
before. But our Lamb considered that he stood not 
only at Pilate's bar, but also at the bar of God's 
justice as our surety, bearing our guilt ; and though 
man had nothing to lay to his charge, yet he knew 
what divine justice had to charge upon him, and 
therefore he is silent, and answers nothing, that he 
might not hinder our redemption, nor stop the pay- 
ment of our debt. When justice charged him with 
our sins, our " unbelief, pride, covetousness," etc., he 
might have said, " O Father, these transgressions 
are not mine, I never offended thee ; " but he will do 
nothing to rescue himself. Therefore, when the fear- 
ful charge of the whole sins of an elect world was 
exhibited against him, and the swoird of justice 
drawn, ready to strike, he opened not his mouth, but 
takes with the charge, as if he had been guilty of 
all. Glory to the silent Lamb for ever, that would 
not hinder our release from punishment, but meekly 
took the stroke for us ! 

4. Behold this meek Lamb before he was brought 
to the slaughter, led up and down from place to 
place ; from the garden to the high-priest, from the 
high-priest to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, from 
Herod back to Pilate, from Pilate to Calvary. Be- 
hold him mocked, abused, and disgraced by them, 
buffeted and spit upon, crowned, scourged, and 
pierced, and yet never resists nor complains. He will- 
ingly " gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair," and hid not his 
face fiom spitting. Now, the meek Lamb is content 
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to be as the ram caught in the thicket, to be 
slaughtered and sacrificed in our room, who were 
lying bound like Isaac, to have been the sacrifice. 
Oh, it was our sins that plaited the thorns ; they 
also were the reed that drove them into his temples, 
yet he opened not his mouth. 

5. Now this slaughtered Lamb is set before my 
eyes in the sacrament, and God's call to me is, 
" Behold the Lamb of God." John 1 : 29. Now let 
me behold with an earnest and steady look, with 
faith and expectation, that I may get healing to all 
my diseases. As no stung Israelite got healing firom 
the brazen serpent, unless they looked to it, so none 
can get benefit firom Christ unless they behold him. 
May I never look away firom this Lamb, to my 
tears, convictions, prayers, reformations, or any thing 
else ; seeing the best duties will make bad saviors. 
If I expect salvation fiom other things, I am undone, 
for there is no other name given under heayen 
whereby men can be saved. But if I look to the 
Lamb of God, my salvation is secured by his prom- 
ise. Isa. 45 : 22. 

6. There was no house in Egypt safe fit)m the 
destroying angel, but those who had their doors 
sprinkled with the blood of the Paschal Lamb. So 
there is no soul safe from the sword of revenging 
justice, but those who by faith put themselves under 
the protection of the blood of this slain Lamb. Let 
me, therefore, take the bunch of hyssop, faith, and 
dip it in the basin of the New Covenant, and sprin- 
kle this blood on my guilty soul, and so I shall be 
safe. 

7. How blessed is their character who follow the 
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Lamb. Rev. 14 : 4* May I follow him as my phy- 
sician to cure me, my righteousness to justify me, 
my life to quicken me, my husband to supply my 
wants, my guide to conduct me, my pattern to direct 
me in my steps. Let me learn from his example, to 
be patient without murmuring, when I am under 
affliction. Let me learn meekness towards men, 
when I meet with reproaches or injuries from them. 
Let me learn a readiness to obey God's call to every 
duty. Oh did Christ go willingly to the slaughter 
for us, and shall I be backward to pray, communi- 
cate, part with sin, or do any thing he requires of 
me? Let me, in all duties and ordinances, seek 
after the Lamb's presence, seeing my eternal happi- 
ness lies in being ever with the Lamb, and to be fed 
and led by him. Rev. 7 : 16. 



MEDITATION XVL 
In whom we have redemption thkoitgh his blood. — Eph. 1 : 7, 

How dismal is our case by natrore ! We are slaves 
to sin and Satan, and prisoners to the justice of 
God, being sentenced to die, doomed to wrath, and 
reserved to public judgment and execution. In 
this miserable condition were all mankind, until 
Christ came to ransom us ! And oh, how difficult 
and costly was our redemption to Christ! no less 
could be the price of it than his precious blood. 
The glorious Son of God, who created heaven and 
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earth, must become a creature, be born of a woman, 
and pour out his blood on an ignominious cross, be- 
fore we could be redeemed from sin and wrath. Oh 
how valuable must the blood of this infinite person 
be ! What is the blood of earthly kings and prin- 
ces to this blood ! Surely one drop of it is of more 
value than an ocean of theirs ! and yet every drop 
of this blood was poured out upon the ground for 
our redemption. In this blood I see sundry things : 
1. The amazing love of Christ in shedding his 
blood for the redemption of such creatures as I am ; 
creatures that had lost the image of God, and got 
Satan's image pictured in its room ; creatures loath- 
some as dead carcasses, being dead in trespasses ; 
and yet these he loved so as to shed his blood, and 
bleed to death for them. For as lovely as Sarah 
was, whUe alive, yet when dead, Abraham could 
look on her no more, but would have her buried out 
of his sight But Christ said not so of his elect 
spouse when dead ; no, said he, let me bleed and die 
for her to bring her to life ; though at the same time, 
she was more loathsome than Job with his boils, 
Lazarus with his sores, or any dead carcass with 
vermin. Oh what cause could be given for the love 
of a bleeding Jesus ! well might he say, " I loved 
you, because I loved you : and I love you freely." 
And oh, with what sorrow, pain, and agony, was his 
bleeding love attended, while his dear soul was over- 
whelmed with the terrible billows of his Father's 
wrath ! Christ knew welT beforehand all these suf- 
ferings, and all the ingredients in the cup, yet he 
would needs drink it for us ; he foresaw the poison 
of God's arrows that would drink up his spirits; 

7 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 SACEAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

the burning thirst that the heat of divine wrath 
would create in him; yet willingly did he go to 
bleed and die, like a lamb to the slaughter. Oh, 
" love that passeth knowledge." 

2. In Christ's blood I see the glory of infinite 
wisdom displayed. Who could have found out a 
way to reconcile justice and mercy, and satisfy both 
their demands about Adam's fallen race ? A gen- 
eral council of angels could never have thought of 
the Son of God's being made flesh, and shedding his 
blood! How shocking would the suggestion have 
been, if God had not made it ! But, behold hereby 
infinite wisdom hath discovered a way to gratify- 
both justice and mercy ; to pimish sin, and yet par- 
don the sinner ; to maintain the honor of the law- 
maker, and yet preserve the life of the law-breaker: 
hereby mercy is satisfied in sparing the rebel, and 
yet justice more glorified, and sin rendered more 
odious, than if the sinner himself had been eternally 
damned for it. Nay, though all thfe men on earth 
had been cast into heU fire for sin, and the angels 
with them, it had been no such instance of justice, 
as Christ's bleeding and dying for sin. For what is 
the punishing of creatures to the suffering of the 
Creator ! 

3. This blood being the blood of God, hath infi- 
nite virtue and efficacy; it hath purchased the Church 
of God, and all grace and glory to her. Acts 20 : 28. 
It protects all who come under the covert of it fi-om 
the wrath of God. Exod. 12 : 13, « When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not 
be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land 
of Egypt." This blood, which is the price of our re- 
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demption, hath marvellous effects ; it pleads for the 
guilty, and obtains pardon of sin, peace with God, 
nearness to and communion with him. It cleanses, 
heals, satisfies, and beautifies perishing souls ; it seals 
tlie New Testament, overcomes our enemies, liber- 
ates the prisoners, opens heaven's gates, and gives 
boldness to enter in. The person of our Redeemer 
being preferable to a million of worlds full of men 
and angels, his blood alone might well serve for an 
elect world. What sins can be so heinous or so nu- 
merous, but the blood of God can wash away ! This 
was famous Cranmer's support that day he suffered 
mart3n-dom ; when his heinous sin of renouncing the 
truth stared him in the face, and he was greatly de- 
jected for it, he broke out, " Surely God was made 
flesh, and shed his blood, not for lesser sins only, but 
for great sins also." This relieved him, and made 
him die with courage. This blood can help in all 
straits, deliver from all fears, and is able to save to 
the uttermost. It hath saved many who have con- 
demned themselves, and thought their salvation im- 
possible. It hath eased many consciences, when the 
terrors of the Almighty have surrounded them, and 
his arrows have stuck fast in them. This blood hath 
cleansed many whose hearts were filthy as the mire, 
and whose lives swarmed with the most abominable 
lusts, such as the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 6 : 11, and 
three thousand of those who had imbrued their hands 
in shedding of it. Acts 2 : 36. Nay, it is able to 
take away the sins of a world, John 1: 29, and 
much more the sins of any one soul, though like a 
mountain for weight, or the sand for number. 

4. I see this redeeming blood to be a suitable 
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remedy for all maladies. Oh that I could look to it 
by faith, apply it to my sores, and plead it with 
God : " Lord, I am an unrighteous creature, but here 
is justifying blood; my heart is unholy, but here 
sanctifying blood; my soul is wounded, but here 
healing blood ; my lusts are strong, but herf morti- 
fying blood; my heart is hard, but here softening 
blood ; my affections are dead, but here quickening 
blood ; my love is cold, but here is heart-warming 
blood. When I am at the holy table, I am near this 
blessed remedy. Oh let me not miss a cure when 
the Balm of Gilead is in my hands ; let me not per- 
ish in my guilt beside the open fountain. Oh, this 
blood hath healed thousands, and shall I remain 
under my plagues ? Lord, let that innocent blood, 
which run firom thy hands, heart, and side, drop on 
my guilty soul, and cleanse me from all sin. Oh my 
glorious bleeding Lamb, *if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean.' Oh say to me as thou didst to th« 
leper, *I will, be thou clean.' Surely thy blood is 
more able to save me, than my sins are to destroy 
me." 

5. How just is it that I should commemorate the 
shedding of this blood in the way that Christ ap- 
points ! Lord, help me to go to thy table, and real- 
ize the shedding of this blood to myself, as much as 
if I had stood by the cross, and seen it with my eyes 
flowing firom his wounds. Let my faith be the evi- 
dence of things not seen, and let it realize the shed- 
ding of Christ's blood as evidently to me as if I had 
actually seen it. Ah, I cannot say it is so, while 
my eyes are so dry, and my heart so hard ; alas, for 
my stupid imconcerned heart, that doth not burst 
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into love and tears at the sacramental view of this 
bloodshedding ! How can I see these hands, that 
Bway the sceptre of the heavens, nailed to the tree, 
and not mourn? How can I see these feet, that 
trample on the powers of hell, nailed to a tree, and 
not weep ? Did the earth tremble, rocks rend, sun 
hide, and heavens darken, and will not my rocky 
heart rend for sin that caused all ? Since thou. Lord, 
comest to me, in streams of blood, let me go forth 
and meet thee with streams of tears. Oh ! shall I 
be more sparing of my tears for Christ, than he was 
of his blood for me ? Can I see this precious blood 
run down in streams, and my eyes not pour out some 
drops ? Can I refuse drops of water for streams of 
blood ? Can I see the blood of the King of kings 
spilt like water on the ground, and the earth drinking 
it up, and my heart not rend for shedding it ? Oh, 
that " my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep day and night" for 
the slain Lamb of God ! 

6. How dreadful must the crime be to tread this 
blood underfoot by unbelief, or unworthy commu- 
nicating ? " Had Zimri peace that slew his master?" 
And can I have peace if I be guilty of the blood of 
him that is my master and Redeemer both ? How 
sad will my case be, if that blood, which alone can 
procure my pardon, shaU cry for my eternal punish- 
ment ? " Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God." 
Ob that I could value and esteem, plead and apply, 
this precious blood more ! Lord, accept of it as a 
full satisfaction for all my sins, and an all-sufficient 
price for my soul's redemption. Is not one drop of 
thy Son's blood of more value than a sea of mine ? 
7* 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

My sins, alas ! have shut me out of Paradise, but, oh 
let this blood open Paradise to me again; and let 
me, through this Red Sea, enter into the heavenly- 
Canaan ; I know I can have no other passage into 
it Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this 
blood to me. 



MEDITATION XVII. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown gsass^ as 

SHOWEES THAT WATER THE EARTH. — Psalm 72 : 6. 

This is spoken and promised of Christ, and serves 
to teach us, that Christ coming to his Church and 
people, by the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, 
is most useful and refreshing to their souls, like show- 
ers of rain to the dry ground, or a meadow newly 
cut, to make it spring again. Christless souls are 
like the dry ground ; without the moisture of saving 
grace, their hearts are hard; neither rods, mercies, 
nor sermons, make impression upon them. Why ? 
they are without Christ, the fountain of grace and 
spiritual influences. Before the fall, man's soul was 
like a weU-watered garden, beautiful, green, and fra- 
grant ; but, by his apostasy from God, the springs 
of grace and holiness are quite dried up in his soul ; 
and there is no curing of his drouth but by the soul's 
union with Christ our second Adam, who has the 
Spirit given him without measure for the use of his 
members. Now, when we are united by faith to 
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Christ, " the dry land is turned into water-springs ; " 
Christ comes down as the rain by his spirit of regen- 
eration, and brings the springs of grace into the soul. 
He is the first and immediate receptacle of the Holy 
Spirit, and all regenerating and sanctifying influ- 
ences, and out of his fulness we must by faith receive 
them. And, when at any time the springs of grace 
are interrupted in the soul by sin and unbelief, so as 
the ground turns dry, the plants wdther, and the 
things which remain are ready to die ; the soul 
hath need to look up to Jesus Christ to come down 
with new showers upon the thirsty ground and de- 
cayed plants. 

1. As the rain is the free gift of God to the dry 
ground, it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, 
small and great, and costs them nothing. So Christ, 
with his blessings, is God's free gift to a dry and 
perishing world, for which we should continually be 
thankful. 2. As nothing can stop the falling of the 
rain, so nothing can hinder Christ's gracious influ- 
ences, when he designs to awake, convince, or soften 
a hard heart When these showers fall on sinners, 
the most obstinate will must yield, and cry, " Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ? " 3. As the rain is 
most necessary and suitable to the dry ground, and 
to the various plants it produceth, and also to the 
different parts of every plant or tree ; such as the 
root, trunk, branches, leaves, flowers, and fruit ; so 
Christ is absolutely necessary and his influences most 
suitable to all his people's souls, and to every faculty 
of them, the understanding, will, memory, and affec- 
tions ; and to aU their different graces, faith, love, re- 
pentance, etc., to root and establish them, strengthen 
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and confirm them, quicken and increase them, cherish 
and preserve them. 4. As the rain comes down in 
diverse ways, sometimes with cold winds and tem- 
pests, thunders and lightnings, and at other times 
with calmness and warmth ; so Christ comes to 
sinners, sometimes with sharp convictions and legal 
terrors, and sometimes with alluring invitations and 
promises. 5. Oh how pleasant are the effects of rain 
to languishing plants, to make them green and beau- 
tiful, lively and strong, fragrant and fruitful? So 
the effects of Christ's influences are most desirable 
to drooping souls, for enlightening and enlivening 
them, for confirming and strengthening them, for 
comforting and enlarging them, for transforming and 
beautifying them. A shower from Christ would 
soon make the church, though withered, turn green 
and beautiful, and to send forth a smeU as of a field 
that the Lord hath blessed; and likewise some 
drops of this shower, falling down upon languishing 
communicants, would soon make them vigorous 
and lively in showing forth their Saviour's death at 
his table. 

Here I may see the reason why many souls con- 
tinue as dry ground in their parched and natural con- 
dition, while others near them are flourishing and 
firuitful ; Christ's shower hath come down upon the 
one, and not upon the other; one piece is rained 
upon, and another piece is dry and withered, accord- 
ing to that word in Amos 4 : 7. Oh, what cause is 
there to bewail the evident symptoms of this con- 
tinuing natural drought in multitudes of souls ! 
Why ? their hearts are hard, impenetrable, and un- 
affected with the miserable state they axe in by na- 
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ture. They have no sense or feeling of the evil of 
sin, notwithstanding all the reproofs and threaten- 
ings of the Word, or the rods and strokes it brings 
upon thena; or of the sufferings of Christ for sin. 
And though God assures them, that the end of dry 
ground is cursing and burning, they are impatient 
and unconcerned under alL Oh if parched souls in 
their natural estate were made sensible of their mis- 
ery, and brought to bewaU their case, and say, " Oh, 
I am as the heath in the desert that sees no rain ; I 
am a dry tree ; if I continue in this state, I will be 
cut down as cumbering the ground^ and made fuel 
to hell fire. I see the axe of justice laid to my root, 
every hour I am in danger of the blow. Oh if Christ 
would interpose to spare me, and come down upon 
me as the rain, and bring the moisture of grace into 
my souL" 

How lamentable also is the case of those who 
once seemed to be watered by this heavenly rain, and 
now are parched by a long consuming drought and 
withering wind ! They have lost their former green- 
ness and moisture, their spirituality and liveliness, 
and these duties are quite dwindled away into a 
lifeless carcass and dead formality. They have lost 
their wonted fireedom and enlargement in prayer, and 
are fallen under sad bonds and straitenings of spirit, 
which make them count holy things a weariness, and 
frequently neglect secret prayer. Surely such have 
great need of Christ coming down upon them as the 
rain, to make them spring up as the grass, and re- 
vive as the corn. Alas, we have a sinful hand in 
bringing on such a spiritual drought, by quenching 
the motions of the Spirit, indulging fleshly lusts, giv- 
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ing the world Christ's room in the heart, and neglect- 
ing to live by faith on the Son of God, who is the 
rain and dew of IsraeL 

How happy are those who live under the drop- 
pings of this rain ! They are like trees planted by 
the waters, their roots spread forth, and their leaves 
are green. Jer. 17 : 8. Have I the signs of such per- 
sons ? " Is my heart ready to melt at the sight of a 
crucified Jesus set before me in the sacrament ? Do 
I mourn for my sins that pierced him ? Am I ready 
to think worse of myself than any other person can? 
Is my heart soft and pliable to ihe will of God, both 
in his precepts and providences ? Do the world's good 
things appear but little in my eye ? Is it my desire 
to meet with Christ in every duty and ordinance ? 
Do I still look on sin as Christ's enemy? Am I 
afraid of provoking him by sin to withhold the show- 
ers, and make the heavens as brass to me ? Am I 
desirous to bring forth fruit answerable tathe water- 
ings he graciously allows me ? " Oh may I find these 
marks in my soul ! 

Oh that I could earnestly plead for the fulfilling 
of this promise in the text, that Christ would come 
down as the rain, that he would send the showers he 
hath merited and promised, send them to myself, to 
the church, and to the whole land ; to the present 
age, and to the rising generation ! Oh what glorious 
effects would these showers produce ! They would 
beautify the church and her assemblies, make both 
ministers and professors to shine in holiness, and con- 
gregations to be lively in worship. They would 
open prison doors, loose bonds, enlarge hearts, revive 
drooping souls, turn their water into wine, their 
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sorrow into joy, their complaints into praises, and 
make them sing in the ways of the Lord. By these 
showers God would be glorified, the church ce- 
mented, and her distempers healed. Ordinances 
would be successful, communions more pleasant, 
the godly more valued, religion more esteemed, and 
the way to heaven more delightful. Lord, look on 
the dry ground with pity, open the windows of heav-^ 
en, and send down showers as in former times, and 
as in other parts of fhe world. Send a shower to 
young communicants, and to those who have not 
seen thy goings in the sanctuary ; a shower to soften 
the clods, loose the roots, and open the springs. Oh 
how much good would one of Christ's showers do 
to a poor dry land ! what wonders would it work ! 
what prisoners would it loose ! what cloudy minds 
would it brighten, and what doubting souls would it 
confirm ! Come down, Lord Jesus. Amen. 



MEDITATION XVHI. 

liORD, I AM NOT WORTHY THAT THOU BH0ULD8T COME UNDER 

MT ROOF. — Matthew 8 : 8. 

Faith and repentance go together ; every believer 
is a true penitent. He that puts on the Lord Jesus 
is also clothed with humility. The higher thoughts 
a man hath of Christ, the lower thoughts wiU he 
haVb of himself. When the man's eyes are open to 
see the holiness and excellency of Christ, he is made 
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to own his own nothingness before him, and his infi- 
nite distance from him, and to say, like the Centurion 
in the text, " I am not worthy that thou shouldst 
come under my roof." It is too great an honor for 
such a guilty and filthy creature to entertain a Sav- 
iour of infinite purity ; my heart is more unworthy 
than my house. I have nothing to commend me to 
thee. The lowly soul abhors himself as vile in the 
sight of a holy God ; he says, I am all as an unclean 
thing, and all my righteousness is as filthy rags ; in 
me dwells no good thing ; I am insufficient of my- 
self to do any thing that is good, or even to think a 
good thought. The lowly man hath undervaluing 
thoughts of himself, and of all his own doings and 
attainments. He renounceth aU confidence in his 
own righteousness, and humbly submits to the 
righteousness of God by faith. He is content to be 
stripped of his own garments that Christ may be his 
clothing. The man that is lowly in heart, submits 
to the win of God in all his dispensations, is content 
with every .condition he thinks best for him; he is 
patient in affliction, and silent under God's rod with- 
out answering again. He is sensible that he justly 
deserveth hell, and therefore is very thankful for the 
least mercy. He will be thankful for a word from 
Christ, for a look, for a smile, for the least token of 
his favor, or the smallest influence of his Spirit. 

Wherever faith is in exercise, it is a soul-humbling 
and self-emptying grace, and lays the soul very low 
before God; and God always hath respect to such 
faith, and to such lowliness. Psalms 138 : 6. Christ 
• put great respect upon the lowly Centurion, Maft 8: 
10-13 ; " I have not found so great faith, no, not in fe- 
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rael ; go thy way, and as thou hast believed, so be it 
onto thee." He also put great respect upon the humble 
publican, Luke 18 : 13, 14, and declared him justi- 
fied ; for (saith he) " he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted." He put great honor upon the humble 
woman of Canaan, that owned herself vile as a dog. 
Mat. 15 : 27, 28 ; " Oh woman, great is thy faith, 
(said he) be it unto thee even as thou wilt." And 
he saith of himself, Isa. 57 : 16, though he be " the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, yet he 
dwelleth with the humble spirit." And thus he sets 
himself before us, as the great pattern of humility, 
and bids us learn it of him. When he appeared 
unto Moses, it was not in a. lofty cedar, but in a 
low, mean, humble bush. And when he would ap- 
pear in our nature, it was not a great, exalted woman 
he takes up with, but a low, humble virgin, as Mary 
herself observes. Luke 1 : 48-52. May I be helped 
then to appear before him at his holy table, with 
a humble spirit, and lowly firame, that he may vouch- 
safe to dwell and hold communion with me ! 

Oh that I had the marks of a lowly heart, and 
could say, that I blush, and am ashamed before God 
in prayer, because of my sinfulness and pollution ! 
that I am made to wonder at free grace in spar- 
ing such a vile unthankful wretch, in offering me 
Christ and pardon through his blood, and calling me 
to his table. That I disclaim all righteousness by 
the law, and expect nothing but wrath and ruin from 
that spider's web, that I look only to Christ, and 
have admiring thoughts of him and his law biding 
righteousness. Thiat I have a deep sense of indwel- 
ing sin, and of the corruptions of my heart, and 
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think more meanly of myself than any other person 
can. That I am jealous of my wicked heart, and 
afraid lest I betray or wound the Son of God, and 
contract blood-guiltiness ; and therefore I adventure 
to his table with much fear and trembling. Lord, 
bestow upon me such an humble heart. 

Oh can such an ill-deserving creature appear be- 
fore God, and expect mercy, who hath so long abused 
mercy ! Lord, instead of stretching forth a sceptre 
of mercy to invite me to thy tabje, thou mightest, 
with the rod of thy justice, justly dash me in pieces 
as a potter's vessel. Instead of entertaining me 
with the bread of life, and the cup of blessing, thou 
mightest give me the bread and water of affliction ; 
yea, cast me into that pit, where I should cry in vain 
for a drop of water to cool my tongue. Oh shall such 
a wretched dog as I presume to come to thy table, and 
eat of the children's bread, who am not worthy to 
gather the crumbs that fall from it! But I have 
heard of the mercy of the king of Israel, that he de- 
lights to show it to the unworthy that humble them- 
selves before him. Oh, I am vile and unfit to ap- 
pear before thee; but, surely they are undone that 
keep away from thee. I am come to thee not because 
I am fit or worthy, but because thou art rich in mer- 
cy, and hast contrived a way for saving the like of 
me. Lord, I am not worthy to come within sight of 
thee, but far less that thou shouldst come under my 
roof to lodge with me. " Will God in very deed " 
come and " dwell with men ! " This is a wonder, 
though all men were as innocent and righteous as 
once Adam was ! But will he lodge or feast with 
me that am a leper ? Will he come under the roof 
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of my soul, a house so ruinous, smoky, and defiled, 
where he has not a fit place to lay his head ? But, 
oh my humble, conde^ending Saviour, did not dis- 
dain to lie in a manger among beasts, nor to dine 
with Simon a leper ! O Lord Jesus, come in thy- 
self and furnish the house, prepare an upper room in 
my soul, large, swept, and garnished, and there abide, 
and keep the passover with me. 

Lord, I am not worthy to eat the crumbs that fall 
fi-om my own table, much less those that fall firom 
thine. Shall I, who deserve not the bread of men, 
be admitted to eat the bread of angels ? Shall I sit 
down with him, at whose feet they fall ? If John 
the Baptist (one of the greatest that was born of 
women, who was filled with the Holy Ghost fi-om 
the womb) thought himself not worthy to loose 
Christ's shoes, how unworthy am I, the meanest of 
creatures, to be admitted to touch, nay, feed upon 
Christ's broken body and shed blood? If Peter, 
after seeing Christ's glory, and his own vileness, 
judged himself unworthy to be in the same ship with 
Christ, and cried, " depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man ; " how shall I, the chief of sinners, venture to 
sit down at the same table with him in a familiar 
way? K the woman with the bloody issue was 
afraid to come and touch the hem of Christ's gar- 
ment, how much more may I, who am full of the 
running issues of sin, fear to touch the symbols of 
his body and blood, or put my hand into his side ? 
J£ the purest angels must cover their faces when be- 
fore him, how shall I, who am so impure, appear 
openly in his presence ? But glory to God for the 
blessed covering provided for my guilty soul, under 
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which I may appear and be accepted. I come to 
thee wrapt in it, Lord, accept of me. 

Oh how distinguishing are thy favors to me an 
unworthy creature ! Thou mightest justly have put 
in my hand a cup of trembling and unmixed wrath, 
a cup j&lled with horror of conscience and fearful 
despair. But, instead thereof, thou givest me the 
cup of blessing, filled with the hope of pardon and 
eternal life. I might have been in hell, drinking the 
damned's cup of wrath, into which justice is still 
pouring in as fast as they drink out. But, glory to 
free grace, thou callest me to drink the cup of salva- 
tion, which my Saviour hath purchased with his 
blood, and sweetened with his blessing. Thanks be 
to God for it forever. 



MEDITATION XIX. 

Thanks be unto god for his unspeakable gift. — 2 Cor. 9 : 15. 

Many give thanks to God for meat and drink to 
their bodies, which indeed is the duty of all; but 
alas ! few give thanks to God for Jesus Christ, the 
only food of precious souls, and God's unspeakable 
gift to men ! Many are fond of temporal gifts and 
earthly riches, which are nothing but vanity ; but ah ! 
they are easy about this pearl of great price, this 
matchless gift, whose value no tongue can express, 
nor open up what is contained in it. The apostle 
tells us a great truth, Eph. 1 : 3, that " God blesses 
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US with all spiritual blessings in Christ.'' In this 
gift of God we have innumerable gifts bestowed on 
those who believe on him, such as the gifts of spirit- 
ual illumination, pardon of sin, reconciliation with 
God, adoption into his family, restoring of his image, 
sanctifying influences, spiritual strength for work ^ 
and warfare, loosing of bonds, witnessings of the 
Spirit, unstinging of death, conduct through the 
dark valley, and a title to the mansions of glory, and 
the eternal enjoyment of God. Christ is the most 
necessary and most enriching gift ever given to the 
world. God gave him to be a plank of mercy, to 
save our souls when shipwrecked. He gave him to be 
our physician and balm, to heal us when our wounds 
seemed incurable. He gave him to be " the Lord 
our Righteousness," when we had no righteousness. 
He gave him to be our Advocate to plead for us, 
when we had many accusers, and none to take our 
part. He gave him to us to be " wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption." In this gift 
there is infinite fulness, and imsearchable riches. 
Well may the Spouse call Christ a "bimdle of 
myrrh," Cant 1 : 13, 14, because so many gifts and 
blessings are bundled up in this one gift. Oh, what 
can I conceive, or what can I express of this gift ! 
He that would describe or speak of it, would need 
to have his tongue dipt in heaven. Should an angel 
come down to tell us of this gift, he would outspeak 
all the men on earth ; yet when he had said all he 
could, the gift would be far above his expression. 
Why ? because he is " unspeakable." 

Thanks be unto God that gave us not a servant, 
not an angel, not a friend, but his Son. Not an 
8* 
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adopted Son, but his own Son by eternal generation ; 
a Son, who is the " brightness of his Father's glory, 
and the express image of his person." Yea, he gave 
us his only Son, to die as a sacrifice in our room ! 
How bitterly did Jacob bewail the parting with one 
son, when he had eleven behind! But God gave 
his only begotten Son, and the Son of his love for 
us ! It is recorded as an admirable instance of Abra- 
ham's obedience, that he was willing to part with his 
only son at God's command. Gen. 22:12; " Now 
I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, from me." But 
what was Abraham's son to God's eternal Son, the 
second person of the glorious Trinity! a Son that 
was his equal ! a Son in whom his soul delighted ! a 
Son that never displeased him at any time ! How 
bitterly did David mourn at parting with a rebellious 
son ! " O Absalom, my son, my son, would to God I 
had died for thee," etc. But what are all the sons of 
men, or ten thousand worlds fuU of men, or as many 
heavens fuQ of angels, to the beloved Son of God, 
whom all the angels worship and adore ? And yet this 
is the gift that God gives us. In this gift, divine bomi- 
ty hath stretched itself to the uttermost He could 
have created a million of heavens more bright, and 
millions of angels nwre glorious for us ; but a more 
glorious Son he had not, nor could have ; a greater 
gift he had not in all his treasures, than his own co- 
eternal and consubstantial Son, yet he makes a free 
gift of him to us ! Oh who would not give thanks 
unto God for this his unspeakable gift ? And, who 
would not part with aU the world to have an inter- 
est in this gift sealed to him at the Lord's table ? 
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This is the gift that sweetens all other gifts, and 
without which nothing in the world hath any sweet- 
ness in it. • 

This gift of God is most free ; it was impossible 
that the world could have Christ in any other way 
than as a free gift. A man, like old Jacob, may be 
bereaved of his children, but it was not possible that 
God could be bereaved of his dear Son. Neither 
could we have him by purchase ; we were so poor, 
we had not wherewith to purchase the least blessing. 
And, what though all the riches of the world had 
been ours, though all its mountains had been gold, 
pearls, or diamonds, they would not have been suffi- 
cient to purchase one sight of this gift, far less a right 
to it. Nor could ever any motive be found out for 
bestowing this gift, but the free love of God. John 
3 : 16 ; '* God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son." As if he had said, since the world 
hath no merit, nor price, worth, nor motive, to obtain 
this blessing, I just make a free gift of him to the 
world. Take him freely, poor beggars of Adam's 
family; take him, and he will enrich you all! And 
oh, how seasonably and unexpectedly was this gift 
given? Adam, when he came trembling before 
God after his fall, looking for his final doom, did 
little expect such a gift, until God himself, to the 
astonishment of angels and men, promised the seed 
of the woman. Who could have thought that 
the great God would have given his dear Son to 
such vile wretches, sinners that were not seeking 
him? Nay, who of mankind could have desired 
such a gift ? Indeed, when we had been perishing, 
we might have looked up and cried, O God, have 
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mercy upon us. But who would have said, oh give 
the Son of thy love to bear the wrath due to us! 
We neither deserved^ nor desired this gift, but God 
gave it most freely and surprisingly f When Adam 
broke God's covenant, he was pursued with a cry, 
"Adam, where art thou?" Doubtless, Adam ex- 
pected a terrible blow from the sword of justice ; but 
behold, he is pursued with a cry, and the unspeaka- 
ble gift in the crier's hand ! Oh how surprising was 
this to poor, trembling, guilty Adam ! What cause 
had he to cry, " Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift ! What shall I render to the Lord 
for such a gift ? " And the same cause have we. 

Oh wonderful love ! this free gift is offered freely 
to the poorest creature of Adam's family; so that 
such an one as I, am warranted to accept and em- 
brace it, and make sure my interest in it ; " Lord, I 
believe, help thou my unbelief." Many covet other 
gifts, but I covet this best gift, this enriching gift ; this 
is a lawful covetousness. I receive this gift of God 
into my bosom, into my very heart. Oh that I had 
the marks of those who possess this gift, and are 
truly thankful for it ! Can I say that this gift is truly 
precious to my eyes, and that I esteem it far above 
all temporal gifts whatsoever ? And do I frequently 
break out with the Psalmist, " Whom have I in 
heaven but thee ; and there is none upon earth I de- 
sire besides thee ? " Have I low thoughts of myself, 
as unworthy that Christ should come under my roof, 
reckoning myself with Paul, "the least of saints, 
and chief of sinners ? " Do I renounce all Christ's 
rivals and competitors ? Do I count all my doings 
and duties " but loss and dung, for the righteousness 
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of Christ ? " Do I take the crown off every head, 
and put it upon Christ, and give him all the glory 
of my salvation, and say, that " in the Lord Jesus 
only have I righteousness and strength?" Am I 
careful to avoid every thing that would dishonor 
Christ, and say to every temptation that offers, " How 
shall I do this wickedness, and sin against God," or 
bring a reproach upon Christ and his ways ? Do I 
rejoice when Christ is honored, his throne raised, his 
glory advanced, and his subjects increased; and- 
when strangers and young ones are drawn to love 
and admire him ? Am I often saying, " What shall 
I render to the Lord for his unspeakable gift?" 
I am at a loss how to express my thankfulness. I 
have nothing to give him; but I will render all I 
have to him, my soul, my body, my love, my praises, 
my time, my talents, my walk, and conversation. 
Lord, accept of my two poor mites, soul and body, 
in token of my gratitude for God's redeeming love 
and free gift ; and make me fit for giving thee thanks 
eternally for this unspeakable gift. Oh that I could 
apply these blessed marks to myself! 

And oh, what thanks do I owe my dear Saviour, 
that submitted willingly to be heaven's gift to the 
children of men : yea, firankly offered, and gave him- 
self to be a sacrifice for them, to drink of the brook 
in the way, even the cup of God's wrath, that we 
might drink the cup of God's blessing! Oh how 
low was our fall, that nothing could raise us up 
again but the low abasement of the Son of God! 
And oh how low was the stoop that he behooved to 
make to recover us ! The Son of God must be trod 
upon as a worm! The Almighty physician must 
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come from heaven, and let his heart be pierced, 
to prepare a medicine to cure our disease! He 
" that thought it no robbery to be equal with God," 
must be made equal to robbers and murderers ! He 
must not only suffer death, but desertion also, from 
God, from man, and the whole creation! Oh un- 
speakable gift ! 



MEDITATION XX. 

Thb son of man must suffer many things. — Luke 9 : 22. 

Our Lord oft spoke of his sufferings to his disci- 
ples, because he would have them deeply imprinted 
upon the hearts of all his people, that they might 
always think upon them, and carry about with them 
the dying of the Lord Jesus. As Christ foretold 
his sufferings beforehand, so they came exactly to 
pass. He said he must "suffer many things" for 
his people, and accordingly he did so. Let me view 
his sufferings before I go to commemorate them at 
his table. 

1. I must consider him that suffered many things 
for us ; the Spirit of God requires us to consider the 
High-Priest, who he is. Heb. 3 : 1. Though he calls 
himself in the text the Son of Man, as to his human 
nature, yet he is also the Son of God as to his divine 
nature ; yea, God equal with the Father, the great 
God our Saviour. This God-man, the Wonderfrd, 
is our High-Priest, that suffered many things for us. 
He is our glorious Emmanuel, the immaculate Lamb 
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of God, that had not the least crime of his own to 
suffer for. He is the brightness of his Fatner's glory, 
the express image of his person ; he is the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. He that suffered is he that 
went about always doing good to persons of all sorts, 
and deserved well of those who persecuted and cru- 
cified him. He is the great lover of mankind, and 
friend of sinners ; our glorious benefactor ; one that 
comes under the most endearing characters to us, as 
that of our father, our husband, our brother, master, 
physician, ransomer, etc. Now, will not a son be 
sensible of the sufferings of his father, or a wife of 
the sufferings of her husband ? Or one brother be 
touched with the sufferings of another*? This is 
the great High-Priest that sufiered " many things " 
for us. 

2. I am to. consider the "many things" he suf- 
fered. Ah, they are so various, and manifold, I can- 
not recount nor comprehend them ! I may say, he 
suffered in both natures. Though his Godhead 
could not properly suffer grief or pain, yet it suf- 
fered an eclipse for thirty-three years, except a short 
time it shone forth on Mount Tabor. He suffered 
many things in his human nature, both in soul and 
body ; he was persecuted, tempted, calumniated, be- 
trayed, bound, mocked, spit upon, buffeted, scourged, 
wounded, crowned with thorns, and crucified. He 
suffered in all his offices, he was mocked as a Proph- 
et, and bid prophesy who smote him ; as a Priest, 
he was bid save himself, seeing he pretended to 
save others ; as King, he was mocked with an old 
purple robe and thorny crown. He suffered in his 
honor and reputation, being disgraced and reproached 
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by men, called a Samaritan, one possessed of the 
devil, a bldRphemer, a glutton, a drunkard, a seducer, 
etc. He was even overwhelmed with calumny. He 
suffered as a blasphemer against God, as a traitor to 
Ceesar, and an enemy to Moses* law, though he was 
free of them all. He was wounded and pierced in all 
parts of his body, in his head, hands, and feet ; in his 
cheeks, back, and side. He suffered in his outward 
goods, being spoiled of all things, and even stript of 
his clothes to his very skin, and nailed to the cross 
naked. He suffered in all his five senses ; his sight, 
with the spiteful carriage of those that passed by, 
wagging their heads; his hearing, with their blas- 
phemous talk; his smell, with the noisome savor 
of the sculls of the dead ; his taste, with vinegar and 
gall ; his feelings, with thorns and nails piercing his 
head, hands, and feet. He suffered in the most ten- 
der and sinewy parts of his body by the tormenting 
nails, especially being violently stretched out, and 
probably disjointed ; therefore he saith. Psalms 22 : 
16, 17, " They have pierced my hands and my 
feet, I may tell all my bones, they look and stare 
upon me." He suffered most of all in his soul, 
and its noble faculties. How great was the agony 
and travail of his soul, when he sweat blood in the 
garden through aU the pores of his body ! Oh how 
great was the anguish of his mind upon his heavenly 
Father's deserting him, which made him send forth 
a dreadful cry to heaven for relief, " My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " Then it was 
he cried and groaned under his pressure, but no re- 
lief appeared ; there was none to answer, ev^ry door 
was shut against him. For at this time his own 



Digitized by 



Google 



SACBAMfiNTAXi MEDITATIONS. 97 

sun, his own heaven, his own Father, his own God- 
head, did all hide their faces and consolations from 
him ! Oh the many things he sujSered for us, they 
cannot be numbered! 

3. I am to consider from whom the Son of Man 
suffered. He suffered from all hands, from earth, 
from heU, from heaven ; from men, from devils, from 
infinite justice. He suffered from all sorts of men, 
from King Herod and his men of war, who mocked 
him, and set him at nought ; from the Jewish priests 
and rulers, who cruelly used and persecuted him to 
death ; from Governor Pilate, who scourged and con- 
demned him to be crucified. He suffered from the 
Jews aud from the Romans, from the clergy and from 
the lawyers, from soldiers and servants, from great 
ones and commons, and even fix>m those he had done 
much good unto. He suffered from those whom 
he came to save and wash by his blood ; for there 
were three thousand of those who crucified him, or 
were active in his sufferings, that were converted to 
him by Peter's sermon. Acts 2. He suflfered not 
only from enemies, but by professed friends and dis- 
ciples ; one of these betrayed' and sold him, another 
of them denied and abjured him, and all the rest for- 
sook him, and left him alone to suffer in the midst 
of devils and ruffians insulting over him. He suf- 
fered from devils, and aU the powers of hell ; these 
dogs and " bulls of Bashan " were all let loose to tear 
and gore him in his last sufferings ; " for this " (he 
said) was their " hour and power of darkness." But, 
which was worst of all, he suffered also from heaven ; 
for being substituted in the room of sinners, a just 
and holy God acted as an inexorable judge towards 
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him, jfrowned terribly upon him, smote him with the 
Bword of justice, and withdrew his lovingkindness 
from him, and those divine influences which might re- 
fresh his troubled soul in the hour of his greatest need. 
And thus he fell a sacrifice to incensed justice for our 
heinous guUt and provocations. At this time a fear- 
ful cloud was spread over the glorious Sun of Right- 
eousness, never was such an eclipse seen or heard of 
as this ! For a candle to be put out is no great mat- 
ter, but for the sun to be darkened is very uncom- 
mon. But though sun, moon, and stars had all been 
blown out at once, it would be noways so amazing 
as the darkening of the eternal Sun of Righteousness 
upon the cross! A strange and marvellous sight! 
What meant the heat of this great anger? Must 
even the Creator himself suffer for the creature's 
sins ? Must he suffer such a load of wrath as to make 
him cry out to the astonishment of angels and men? 

4. I am to consider for whom it was he suffered 
those great and many things. He suffered not for 
himself, for he never offended either againat God or 
man, and deserved no punishment He suffered 
none for fallen angels ; they must all suffer for them- 
selves. It was only for men of Adam's race, that 
were debtors to justice and prisoners of v^ath ; he 
suffered for creatures most undeserving, for rebels, 
and for many that were his greatest enemies ; and 
even for those who were his murderers and execu- 
tioners, for he both prayed and was heard for them, 
when they were pouring out his blood. 

5. Let me consider with what affection he suffered 
all those things for us. It was his ardent love to per- 
ishing souls, which many waters could not quench ; 
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with fervent wishes and longings for the hour of 
his passion. " I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how am I straitened until it be accom- 
plished" with great liberality? It is not blood of 
his finger or part of his blood, that he would shed 
for us ; no, he would needs put out all his blood, and 
even his heart-blood too, and with that he poured 
out his soul also. Isaiah 53. Why would he be so 
liberal ? that with him there might be " plenteous re- 
demption." Psahns 130 : 7. He suffered with great 
meekness, patience, and resignation. When he suf- 
fered he threatened not, but was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter, dumb, not opening his mouth. With 
great humility and self-denial, content to be as " a 
worm and no man," to bring glory to his Father ; 
with a thirsty zeal for the salvation of souls, and 
for completing the work of our redemption. And 
hence it was, he cried on the cross, "I thirst," and 
glad when he could say, " it is finished." 

Oh what cause have I to obey his dying charge, to 
go to his memorial feast, and to think upon and 
wonder at the matchless love of Christ, that made 
him willing to suffer so many things for such 
wretched creatures as I am. He knew well enough 
beforehand What our salvation would cost him, yet 
he willingly undertook it, saying, upon the very first 
motion of it, " Lo, I am come." But saith God to 
him, if you will engage in this work, you must lie 
under my wrath, and be handled as if you were the 
sinner in law. Well, saith Christ, " I come to 
do thy will, O God." I am satisfied with the terms. 
Let the cup be never so bitter, I will drink it. O 
loving High-Priest, how shall I think of thy sufferings 
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without raptures of love and admiration! I had 
been in hell if thou hadst not been in an agony here ; 
yea, not only I, but all the posterity of Adam had 
perished if thou hadst not suffered those many 
things for them. Surely the weight of wrath which 
made thee heavy, and caused thee to fall to the 
ground, sweat, groan, and cry, would have sunk all 
mankind into hell forever. Oh what ingratitude must 
it be to refuse Christ's offers and terms of salvation, 
after what he has suffered to purchase it ! Was he 
at so much pains to obtain redemption for us, and 
will we be at no pains to get an interest in it ? Did 
he shed blood, and will not I drop tears ? Lord, pity 
iliis heart of mine. 



MEDITATION XXI. 

Jesus knowing all things that should come upon him 
WENT forth, etc. — John 18 : 4. 

Christ foreknew aU his sufferings, with all tiieir in- 
gredients, before they came upon him ; yet he wil- 
lingly and resolutely went forth to meet them. He 
will not flee, nor hide himself from his persecutors, 
but cast himself in their way. He saw the cup of 
wrath mixed and ready for him, and now, as it were, 
he reaches forth his hand to take it. When the 
people would have forced him to a crown, he hid 
himself from them. John 6 : 16. But wiien they 
would force him to a cross, he offered himself to 
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them^ knowing that his hour was come to fulfil his 
suretyship for us» and complete our redemption. 
Upon this account he made his sufferings welcome, 
and the passo ver that introduced them. Luke 22 : 15 ; 
" With desire have I desired to eat this passover.'' 
He abhorred all counsels that tended to hinder him, 
and rebuked Peter as smartly for dissuading him 
from suffering, as he would have done Satan him- 
self. Matth. 16 : 23. And though all his disciples 
would have dissuaded him, John 11 : 8, he marched 
with great forwardness to Jerusalem, where he fore- 
told the bloody tragedy was to be acted ; he hastened 
to the field of battle, and place of suffering* Yea, he 
went so fast to it, that his disciples were amazed at 
it, and afraid to follow him. Matt. 20 : 18. Mark 10 : 
32. They were behind him, and would have fallen 
behind altogether, had it not been for shame, and let 
him go alone ; they were amazed to see a man has- 
ten so fast to a bloody death. But he would not 
stop, though they had all left him, as they did after- 
wards. And when his time was come to be appre- 
hended, he would neither let Peter defend him, nor 
angels rescue him, though there were twelve legions 
at his calL One angel would have been sufficient 
to do it, or one word from his mouth ; but, saith he, 
^ The cup my Father hath given me to drink, shall 
I not. drink it?" Wherefore, when they accused 
him of blasphemy against God, and of enmity 
against Csesar and Moses' law, and things be was 
perfectly innocent of, he would make no legal de- 
fence to save his life before Pilate, but held his peace, 
insomuch that PUate marvelled greatly. He might 
think it was easy for him to answer all they said, but 
9* 
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he knew not the reason of our Lord's silence, nam^ 
ly, that he wotdd do nothing to hinder the elect's re- 
demption, which he had undertaken. And as he 
was silent before Pilate, so was he before Divine 
justice, and would do nothing to divert the stroke. 
Soon might he have rescued himself when justice 
drew the sword, by saying, " Father, these sins are 
not mine." No, he is silent, and takes with the 
charge, as if he had committed them alL On me, 
saith he, be the curse, I will be the sacrifice for these 
lost sheep. Oh love unspeakable ! 

The reasons of my Saviour's willingness to suffer 
are obvious ; he knew it was his Father's will he 
should suffer, and therefore he said, Psahns 40, ^ I 
delight to do thy will, O my God." He knew it 
would greatly display the glory of the divine attri- 
butes, that was sullied by our sins ; it would highly 
magnify his love to his sheep. John x. " I lay down 
my life for my sheep ;" I do it of myself, freely, vdth- 
out compulsion. It was necessary to make his sacri- 
fice acceptable and well pleasing unto God. The 
heathens would not offer a sacrifice to their gods that 
came struggling to the altar ; so every sacrifice of- 
fered to the true God must be a freewill offering, if 
we would have it of a sweet smelling saror unto 
*him. This Christ hath tau^t us by his example, 
and upon this account Grod hath twice proclaimed 
from heaven, '^ This is my beloved Son, in wh<»n I 
am well pleased." 

Oh, was Christ's willingness to suffer for sinners 
so well pleasing to the Father, cuid shall it not ren- 
der him most amiable and lovely ^o us ! Surely the 
Mediator's frank and cheerful undertaking to suffer 
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BO much for us, when unrequired by us, is a favoi; 
infinitely kind, and doth command raptures of love 
and praise. What a moving sight is it to the eye 
of faith, to behold our glorious Emmanuel engaging 
cheerfully to go through Satan's buffetings, death's 
pangs, and hell's flames for us I With what elevated 
thoughts and raised affections, should we admire, 
love, and praise a crucified Jesus, who did all this 
willingly and unrequired for us! Oh, he never had 
so good will to eat when hungry, as he had to suffer 
and satisfy justice for us ! Hence he said, " my meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work," John 4 : 34. Here is food most delicious 
for faith to feed upon at the Redeemer's table. 
Again, firom this willingness of Christ to sufier for 
us, I have good ground to conclude his willingness 
to receive us, when we come to him by faith to par- 
take of the fruits of his sufferings. Oh how can any 
believer, or sensible sinner, doubt of Christ's willing- 
ness to help and save them ? Surely, he is far more 
willing to save, than any sinner is to repent or be- 
Keve. And from this I wiU take my encouragement 
to come to him. Since my loving Jesus came wil- 
lingly as a lamb to the slaughter for sinners, I will 
venture with humble confidence, to go to him for 
pity and help in the time of my need, trusting he 
will not reject me, nor any that comes to him upon 
his call in the gospeL " I believe. Lord, help my 
unbelief." 

Oh, did Christ suffer the pains of death and hell 
so willingly for us, and shall not we be willing to 
suffer the reproaches or revilings of men, or any 
other persecution for him ? And when any such in- 
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juries are done us, shall we not bear them with 
meekness and patience after Christ's example, who 
submitted cheerfully to every thing he knew to be 
his Father's will ? Though he was perfectly inno- 
cent, and met with the greatest provocations from 
wicked men, yet he patiently bore them ; taking all 
as out of his Father's hand, who had mingled the 
cup for him. Therefore, when he was reviled, he 
reviled not again ; he could have told Pilate, Caia- 
phas, and other persecutors, what sort of men they 
were, yet he opened not his mouth, but went will- 
ingly as a lamb to the slaughter. Oh that we 
could imitate the meekness, patience, and willing- 
ness of the Lamb of God in all the sufferings he calls 
us to! 

Oh did Christ delight to do his Father's will, and 
go willingly through the nibst hard and difficult task 
of sweating, bleeding, and dying for us ? and shall 
we find so little delight in doing his will, and per- 
forming the duties which lead to communion and 
fellowship with him, as prayer, praise, reading, hear- 
ing, or communicating ? Did Christ come so cheer- 
fully to die for us, and shall we go so backwardly 
and unwillingly to his table to enjoy fellowship with 
him, when he invites us to it ; oh what a shameful 
requital is this ! May not Christ say, " Is this thy 
kindness to thyfiiend?" When the Father called 
me to suffer, and drink the cup of trembling for thee, 
how readily did I echo back, " I come, lo, I come, to 
do thy will I take delight ! " But when I call thee 
to pray or communicate, how backward and dead- 
hearted art thou in that work ? I did not weary so 
soon in the garden, as thou dost in the church ! I 
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did not weary so soon on the cross, as thou dost in 
thy closet ! I was longer in my agony, wrestling un- 
der the wrath of God for thee, than ever thou wast 
in wrestling in prayer for thy souL 

Did Christ oflfer his sacrii&ce so willingly for us ; 
oh, then, let me go to God my Saviour, with the 
sacrifice of myself and my duties, with a ready and 
cheerful heart. " God loveth a cheerful giver." As 
Amaziah offered himself willingly unto the Lord, 
2 Chron. 17 : 16 ; and David saith, " Accept of the 
freewill offerings of my mouth," Psalms 119 : 108. 
Oh that with the like willingness I could offer my- 
self, my heart, and my sacrifices of prayer and praises 
unto the Lord. Surely it is much for tiie honor of 
God and the credit of religion, as it is most just and 
reasonable in itself, to serve God with joyfulness, 
who has willingly given us the imspeakable gift of 
his dear Son to die for us. The wicked and profane 
are ready to reproach religion as a sour and melan- 
choly thing, when we serve God in a dead-hearted 
manner ; and God himself is highly displeased with 
us for it, as is evident from that long and terrible 
chapter, the 28th of Deuteronomy, that is full of 
curses and threatened judgments, verse 47, where 
the cause of all is given, " Because thou servedst 
not the Lord thy God with joyfulness and gladness 
of heart." Since the sacrament is called the Eu- 
charist, or thanksgiving, let me go to it with a joyful 
and thankful heart, blessing God for Christ " Oh 
thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift." Amen, 
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MEDITATION XXIL 

It is expedient for tou that i go away. — John 16 : 7. 

No wonder that sorrow filled the disciples* hearts 
at the intimation of Christ's departure from them. 
They had enjoyed a sweet time with him at the 
communion table ; his presence with them was their 
heaven, and they cannot think of parting with him. 
They are greatly troubled, that he will neither stay 
with them, nor take them away with him. " Never- 
theless," saith he, " it is expedient for you that 1 go 
away." Lord, saith the soul, how is it expedient for 
me to be left behind thee in a state of corruption, 
with indwelling sin that darkens my mind, deadens 
my heart, disorders my affections, and indisposes me 
for spiritual work ? How shall I stay behind thee, 
amidst Satan's temptations and fiery darts, flying 
thick about me ? Lord, either stay with me or take 
me up with thee. Oh, must I stay behind thee 
amidst the infectious defilements and insnaring exam- 
ples of an ungodly world ! When I open my eyes 
here, what will meet them but multitudes wallowing 
in pride, covetousness, malice, envy, drunkenness, 
gluttony, uncleanness, contempt of God and relig- 
ion! Must I stay to see this horrible sight, the 
whole world lying in wickedness ? Must I stay to 
hear God daily dishonored by the tongues of the 
ungodly? Must I stay to see Christ slighted, 
wounded, and crucified afiresh by wicked men ? Oh 
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what danger will I be in, of being infected by their 
examples! But, Lord, if I could win away with 
thee, I would be quite out of hazard, and out of sight 
of the wickedness of the world. How shall I stay 
behind thee in such an earthly tabernacle, to be bur- 
dened with bodily distresses, sickness, pains, and 
manifold complaints, and amidst innumerable losses, 
crosses, and disappointments from the creature! 
How shall I stay to see such melancholy divisions, 
contentions, debates, and separations, as fall out 
among the people of God in Christ's absence ? Must 
I stay behind thee to suffer injuries, cruel mockings, 
and persecutions, both from the tongues and hands 
of men ? and sometimes to be torn as with the teeth 
of wild beasts ? Hence this world is called " a den 
of lions. and mountain of leopards," Cant. 4 : 8. Oh, 
could I win away to heaven with Christ, I would 
see no lion nor leopard there. There is none to hurt 
or destroy in all God's holy mountain above. 

Have I seen the King in his beauty, and must I 
be left behind him? Hath the communion table 
been like Mount Tabor, where he was transfigured 
before my eyes, with his countenance shining, and 
his raiment white as light ? And must I go down 
from the Mount again to a land of darkness, of 
drought, and of perplexing doubts and fears, where 
I shall sometimes go mourning without the sun; 
yea, neither sun nor stars appearing to me for many 
days ? Must I be put to walk without the light of 
God's countenance, and without the food of my soul, 
communion with my God ? After I have been lifted 
up, must I lay my account with being cast down 
again, perhaps into depths like those of Asaph, Psal. 
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Ixxvii., or like those of Hemsui, PsaL Ixxxviii^ with 
fears of falling short of heaven forever? Could I 
win away with Christ, I would be at once delivered 
from all these fears. Here my knowledge of God is 
small, and oft; obscured with darkness ; my faith is 
weak, and oft in hazard of being overcome with un- 
belief ; here my love is cold, and oft chilled with 
frost winds from Satan and the world; my prayers 
oft are formal and wandering, my praises low and 
flat ; here my best wishes are attended with many 
short-comings and defects. But, oh ! if I could win 
to heaven with Christ, where grace and holiness are 
in perfection, I would praise him without wanderings 
and serve him without sin forever! Here sin still 
cleaves to my nature, mixes itself with my services, 
and defiles my best duties. Here I still cany about 
with me a deceitful and treacherous heart, whereby I 
am in hazard of backsliding from God, and miscar- 
rying forever. But, oh ! were I with Christ, I would 
be free from all these anxious thoughts and fears. 
Lord, stay here with me, or take me up to thee. 

But thou sayest, it is expedient for me to stay be- 
hind for a time. Why, Lord ? Must I stay that 
my faith, hope, and patience, may be tried and exeiv 
cised here below, and thereby gradually strengthened 
and ripened for the perfect state ? Must I stay that 
thy wisdom, power, and mercy may be glorified in 
conducting and preserving me through all the dif- 
ficulties and dangers of this wilderness ? " Thy will, 
Lord, be done ; " only leave me not alone ; but " for 
thy name's sake lead me and guide me." Or, is it 
thy pleasure to suspend my heaven for a while, that 
I may promote thy glory on earth, be useful to the 
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souls of others, and recommend my dear Redeemer 
to those who know him not, which is a work I can- 
not do in heaven ? Oh fit me for it by thy grace, 
and fill me with zeal for thy glory. Oh let thy king- 
dom come upon earth, that the kingdom of glory 
may be hastened. 

Thou sayest, it is expedient for thee to go away. 
Why? Lord, must thou thyself be thy people's 
forerunner to carry tidings to heaven of their com-, 
plete redemption, and of their coming after thee in 
their several generations? Must thou go to open 
the passage and pave the way for access to their per- 
sons and duties, and prepare rooms and lodgings for 
them against the time they come home ? Must thou 
go away to be a public agent and intercessor for thy 
people under all their trials and tossings here below, 
and likewise to provide and furnish a rich and glori- 
ous oonununion table for them in thy Father's house 
above ? Lord, send thy Holy Spirit to fit and pre- 
pare me and many others for that blessed entertain- 
ment Lord, when thou saidst, " It is expedient for 
you that I go away," thou didst add, for " if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you!" 
Why ? it was so agreed in the council of the Trinity, 
that the sending of the Spirit in his plentiful effusion, 
which was to be the purchase of Christ's death, 
should be given in answer to his intercession, when 
he entered within the vaiL John 14: 16. And the 
Spirit was to make use of it as an argument for con- 
vincing the world of the perfection and acceptable- 
ness of Christ's sacrifice, that Christ was now re- 
ceived and welcomed into heaven. Likewise the 
Spirit was to be given only upon Christ^s ascension 
10 
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to supply the want of his bodily presence. May the 
church have this firuit of Christ's ascension still more 
and more. 

Lord, though thou hast gone away for necessary 
ends, yet thy marriage contract with thy people, and 
the love-tokens thou givest them in the sacrament, 
are a sure pledge of thy returning to pay them a 
comfortable visit at last, according to that sweet 
word, John 14 : 3, " If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you to myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also." Oh that 
I may be one of those to whom Christ's visit at his 
second coming will be joyful and comfortable. Let 
me examine myself before the sacrament, if I have 
the marks of such. Am I espoused to Christ? 
Have I a high esteem of the bridegroom ? Have I 
subscribed the marriage contract and gone into 
Christ's terms? Do I heartily approve the whole 
contrivance of redemption, through the suretyship 
and righteousness of Christ? Have I renounced 
my own righteousness, my beloved sins, and all 
Christ's enemies ? Do I mourn for the injuries done 
to Christ by myself and others, and rejoice when his 
interest and kingdom prosper in the world ? Do I 
mourn for Christ's departure and the withdrawing of 
his Spirit from ordinances, or from my own soul ? 
Do I thirst for more holiness in heart and life, and 
for greater conformity and likeness to the glorious 
bridegroom ? Then I may expect his visit and re- 
turn will be comfortable to me, and I may rejoice in 
the view and expectation of it, and answer Christ 
when he saith. Rev. 22 : 20. " Surely I come quick- 
ly. Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus." 
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MEDITATION XXIIL 

I WILL BETBOTH THEE XJNTO ME FOREVER. — HoS. 2 .* 19. 

Abigail thought herself highly honored, by David's 
proposing to match with her. But much more hon- 
ored are we, apostate sinners of Adam's family, by 
the eternal Son of God^s proposing to match with 
us, and courting us so earnestly ; when he neglected 
angels that seemed to be a fitter match for him in re- 
spect of the superior dignity of their nature. Yet all 
these he would pass by, and match with worms ! Oh 
how amazing is this step ! that the heavenly bride- 
groom, whose kingdom is mighty, his riches infinite, 
and his beauty surpassing ; that he should choose a 
bride naturally polluted, deformed, and uncomely! 
and that he should seek her through a sea of blood, 
through the pains of death, the horrors of the grave, 
and torments of hell ! And after many slights and 
refusals, that he should follow her in her wanderings 
through the wilderness of sin, with his charming in- 
vitations, and aUuring ofiers in the gospel, presenting 
her with the rings and bracelets of his precious prom- 
ises and Spirit's consolations; and all to win her 
heart and gain her consent to him! How astonish- 
ing is it to see this glorious person coming over all 
objections from the guilt, poverty, and unworthiness 
of the bride, saying, though she be black, I will make 
her comely through my comeliness put upon her! 
Though she be mean, I wiU make her noble ! 
Though a slave, I will make her firee ! Though a 
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fool, I will make her wise ! Though bankrupt, I will 
pay all her debt ! Come here, law, justice, and all 
her creditors, here full satisfaction of all that is due 
to you, take it and write her discharge ! Now, ''who 
can lay any thing to the charge of God's elect,*' 
Christ's bride ? Behold God displaying his free love 
to the utmost ! He never displayed his other attri- 
butes to the utmost, infinite wisdom could have con- 
trived ten thousand worlds more beautiful than this, 
and infinite power could have produced them. But 
here infinite love and mercy hath gone to the utmost; 
a greater demonstration of his love Christ could not 
give, than by leaving heaven, assuming a body, and 
giving his life for the bride, and in face of all discour- 
agements courting and betrothing her to himself 
forever. 

After many meetings, treaties, and broken trusts 
with some, the bridegroom is come again to court a 
bride, and has sent his friends in his name to demand 
her consent, saying as they did to Bebekah, Gen, 24 : 
58, " Wilt thou go with this man ! " Poor woman, 
lad, lass, wilt thou yield to this glorious Emmanuel ; 
many former treaties have been broken off by the 
devil, the world, unbelief, and an ill heart ! Oh, will 
not the long spoken of match hold at length ! Min- 
isters, the bridegroom's friends, are doing their best 
to draw on another meeting between parties. Christ, 
I see, is content to hold another, and it may be the 
last trust he will set with many. To show his ear- 
nestness, he hath convened his friends, angels, saints, 
and ambassadors, to witness the sincerity of parties ; 
he hath put on his scarlet robes, his garments dipt in 
blood, to win sinners' hearts ; he hath brought the 
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marriage contract, and spread it before them, saying, 
" What think ye of its articles and terms ? Are ye 
pleased with them ? Are ye content to break with 
sin and all my enemies ? to renounce the world, self- 
righteousness, and all other lovers ? to fall in with 
the self-denying way of salvation through a bor- 
rowed righteousness? to accept of me in all my 
offices ? live wholly updh your husband, borrow all 
from him, and be an eternal debtor to him? to 
make a surrender of your soul and body to him, and 
seal a covenant with him at his table ? Are you re- 
solved to be faithful to your husband, cleave to him 
all the days of your life, and be oft looking out for 
his second coming ? And in the mean time to be 
oft commemorating his sufferings, conflicts, con- 
quests, and achievements, and for that end to be fre- 
quently looking on his picture in the sacrament with 
a believing, penitent, and thankful heart? Now, 
what is your answer? Lay your hand to your 
heart." 

Lord, unworthy as I am, I desire to go forward 
through all difficulties, impediments, and discourage- 
ments, and say with Rebekah, when called to an- 
swer, "I will go with the man." And with Esther, 
" I will go in to the king." Though I be not worthy 
of him, yet he is worthy to be obeyed that calls me. 
Though he hath no need of me, yet I have great 
need of him. Though my distance be great, he al- 
lows me to creep nearer to him. Though I cannot 
move of myself, yet he is able to draw me, be my 
clogs never so great. Though my motion be small, 
yet I will not turn back, but keep my face towards 
him, and fix my eye on him. As a look hath brought 
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healing, so a look hath brought strength ; yea, though 
he should seem to &own on me, and chide me away 
from him, yet, like Jonah, " I will look again towards 
his holy temple." Though I have no worthiness in 
myself, yet he hath worthiness enough for me* 
Though I be a black and uncomely bride, my glo- 
rious husband can beautify me with his perfect 
comeliness put upon me. * Therefore I do, with all 
my heart, accept of him as my lord and husband. 
Lord, I make choice of thee, and all that is thine ; 
for richer, for poorer ; for better, for worse ; for pros- 
perity,' for adversity. I make choice of thee for all 
times and conditions, to love, honor, and obey thee 
above all. I renounce all other lords and lovers, and 
will have none but Christ. I renounce my own will, 
and take thy will for my law. I esteem thy precepts 
concerning all things to be right, and will hate every 
false way. I submit to all thy providences and 
dealings with me, and am content to take up thy 
. cross and follow thee, whithersoever thou goest I 
take thy Spirit for my guide, thy Word for my rule, 
thy glory for my scope, thy Testimonies for my coun- 
sellors, thy promises for my encouragement, thy Sab- 
baths for my delight, thy people for my companions. 
Lord Jesus, I take thee for my life, holiness for my 
way, and heaven for my home. And as I accept of 
thee, and all that is thine ; so I give up myself to 
thee, and all that is mine, soul and body, with all 
my faculties and affections, senses and members, to 
be thy agents and instruments ; with all my enjoy- 
ments to be employed for thy use and service. 

" I will go with the man," though I see him all 
over wounded, mangled, and bleeding, and his visage 
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marred with the wounds, stripes, and blows which 
he got from men and devils. Nay, I see him even 
in this mangled condition, to be fairer than all the 
sons of men, and all the sons of God too ; for I see 
him ^' wounded for my transgressions, and bruised 
for my iniquities, that by his stripes I might be 
healed ; '' I see him a match every way suitable for 
me, that can supply all my needs. I am a poor 
dying worm, but he is a living head that can make 
me live forever. I am a needy creature all made up 
of wants, but in him doth al] manner of fulness 
dwell. I want grace, but he hath all fulness of grace 
suitable for me. I want grace to believe, but he is 
the author of faith. I want grace to repent, but he 
is a Prince and Saviour exalted to give repentance. 
I want grace to pray, to hear, to comnronicate, to 
mortify sin, bear the cross, resist temptation, etc., but 
my husband hath all grace to bestow. Oh let me be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

Oh that I had the true marks of those who ary 
divorced from the law, and married to Christ as their 
husband : that I could say, I look upon all my do- 
ings in point of acceptance with God, as rags ; I live 
wholly upon my husband, and take all I want from 
him for nothing; I clothe myself with his righteous- 
ness, and essay the performance of every duty in his 
strength ; I have a heartrlove to my husband, and 
every thing that belongs to him, and a heart^hatred 
to sin, and aversion to every thing that is injurious 
to him. I am desirous to please him in all things ; 
and out of.regard to his dying command, I go to his 
table to remember his dying love, and renew my 
marriage vows. I delight in my husband's company, 
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and press communion with him in all ordinances 
His honor is always dear to me, and I am easy about 
my own honor and interest in respect of his ; " let 
me decrease, but let him increase." And in regard 
the devil reigns here, sin abounds, error and corrup- 
tion prevail ; I am well pleased with the thoughts of 
Christ's second coming to pull down Satan's kind- 
dom, and to consummate the marriage with me, and 
aU that are espoused to him, and say, " Why tarry 
the wheels of his chariot ? Make haste, my beloved ; 
even so, come Lord Jesus." Oh that all the world 
would love him, exalt him, and submit to him. 
Many admire him, and see matchless charms in him ; 
his name to them is as ointment poured forth, his 
garments smell of aloes, myrrh, and cassia, they have 
beheld his stately going in the sanctuary. Oh that 
all the world might so admire him, and submit to 
him also. 



MEDITATION XXIV. 

Fob the tsansgbessioks of my people was he stbickbk. — 
Isaiah 53 : 8. 

Our sins and transgressions are great and various, 
and therefore our surety's sufferings for them were 
heavy and manifold; he endured many wounds, 
bruises, chastisements, and stripes, which «hould stiU 
endear him the more to us ; " for he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
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ties ; the chastisement of bur peace was upon him, 
and with his stripes we are healed," verse 6, Oh 
who can think on that verse without sorrow, or speak 
of it without tears ! He was wounded and bruised, 
to save us from deadly wounds and bruises. And 
when dying, he left us his portraiture, with the marks 
of his wounds, that we might look upon it at his 
table, and mourn for our sins which gave him these 
wounds. Oh, can I see my dear Saviour all wound- 
ed and mangled by my sins, and not be deeply af- 
fected for the transgressions for which my dear Jesus 
was stricken ! Stricken he was many ways, by many 
hands, by many rods, by many stripes. He was 
stricken by the hand of God, by the hand of men, 
by the hand of devils ; stricken by the rod of Moses, 
the rod of justice, the rod of the Jews, etc. Oh how 
early was he stricken by the ill usage he met with 
from men, being thrust out, to be born in a stable, 
and laid in a manger ; and soon after was he stricken 
by the rod of persecution and banishment, being 
made to flee his native country for safety from 
Herod. All this he suffered for us, because we de- 
served to be deprived of all earthly accommodations 
and comforts, and to be banished from God and 
heaven forever. 

He was stricken by the rod of poverty, and pinch- 
ing straits. Though he was the King of the universe, 
and possessed all the riches in it, yet " for our sakes 
he became poor, that we through his poverty might 
become rich." 2 Cor. 8 : 5. He was not born of a 
rich empress, but of a poor virgin ; not in his own 
house, but in another man's. He had no house nor 
foot of ground of his own to live or lodge in. 
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Though the " foxes had holes, and the birds 
nests," yet he that created them " had not where to 
lay his head." His diet was oft a seeking, and com- 
monly very mean, barley bread and small fishes. He 
had no money to pay his tax, but must borrow it 
from a fish of the sea. He travelled still on foot, ex- 
cept once he rode to Jerusalem to fulfil a prophecy ; 
and then he had neither horse nor ass of his own, 
but must borrow another man's ass. He had no fine 
mounting, but the clothes of them that followed him. 
He had no burial-place of his own, but was laid in 
another man's ; and all this he submitted to for our 
sakes. He was also stricken by the rod of sore labor 
and toil, by working at a mechanic trade, until he 
was thirty years of age ; therefore they said, Mark 
6:3: "Is not this the carpenter ? " Man having 
eaten the forbidden fruit was doomed to sore labor, 
that he should eat his bread with the sweat of his 
brow. Gen. 3 : 19, and to this doom our surety sub- 
mitted for us. Man broke God's covenant by eating 
of the tree, therefore his surety must die on a tree. 
Man lived a life of sinning, and therefore Christ must 
live a life of labor and sorrow ; he even became a man 
of sorrows, Isaiah 53 : 3, that we might obtain ever^ 
lasting joy and consolation. 

He was stricken by men's reproachful tongues, 
scoffs, and mockeries, being called a glutton, wine- 
bibber, deceiver, Samaritan, blasphemer, a devil, and 
one in compact with Beelzebub, the prince of devils. 
They derided him in all his offices ; as a prophet, by 
bidding him prophesy who smote him ; as a priest, 
bidding him save himself, since he pretended to save 
others ; as a king, by putting on him a purple robe, 
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a crown of thorns, and giving him a mock sceptre. 
Yes, he endured the most cruel mockings, and, that 
in the midst of his sharpest sufferings and soul ago- 
nies, when he cried out on the bloody cross, Eli^ Elij 
etc. Oh, say they, this man calls for Elias, playing 
on the word Eli. It was not out of ignorance or mis- 
take they said so, but out of malice and derision ; for 
they understood the Hebrew language well enough, 
and knew he called on God, and that Eli signified, 
my God. But, in their spite, they would represent 
him as an idolater ; and, when dying, that he prayed 
not to God, but to his saints for help. He was 
stricken by the most open affronts and indignities 
from men, by spitting in his face, condemning him to 
die for blasphemy against God, and treason against 
CsBsar. By preferring Barabbas, a murderer, before 
him, and posting him between two thieves. Thus 
the King of Glory was despised and rejected of man 
for us. Isaiah 53 : 3. 

He was stricken by the scourges of plaited cords 
on his back, and with the thorns they drove into his 
head. That thorny crown was designed for torture, 
as well as derision ; for, if it had been only to mock 
him, a crown of straw would have served the purpose 
as well as one of thorns. He was stricken by the pin- 
cers that plucked the hair off* his cheeks ; and by the 
heavy cross tree laid on his bleeding shoulders, which 
he must carry to Calvary. He was stricken with 
iron nails through his hands and feet, on which his 
whole weight must hang. He was stricken with a 
burning heat and thirst, which the wrath of God for 
our sins created in him, and dried him up like a pots- 
herd. This made him cry out, I thirst, yet no wine. 
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no fountain, no creature that he made must relieve 
him at this time. He was stricken by a spear thrust 
into his side to let out his heart-blood, to be suae 
that no life remained. Well (said our dying lamb), 
let my dearest blood, my heart-blood, go for tiiese 
lost sinners, that their souls may live and sing for- 
ever. 

He was stricken by the ungrateful behavior of his 
own disciples. By Judas' betraying and selling him 
for a small sum, the price of a slave. By Peter's 
denying him, and swearing he knew him not. By 
all of them forsaking him, and leaving hhn in the 
midst of his enemies. Besides all this, he was 
stricken in his soul, by the glittering sword of justice, 
by the curses of the law, by desertion from God, by 
the vials of his wrath poured out on him, which 
made fearful bruises, deep wounds, and wide gashes 
in his soul. Oh, our dear surety was stricken till he 
fell to the ground ; was overwhelmed vrith wrath, 
and covered with blood. With these strokes our 
mighty Redeemer was thrown down, and broken 
with breach upon breach, till all the billows of divine 
vengeance went over him. Oh, never was there any 
sorrow like my dear Saviour's sorrow, which he suf- 
fered when stricken for my sins ! 

Lord, I am ashamed of the hardness and uncon- 
cemedness of my heart at this moving spectacle! 
Oh, did the earth tremble, the rocks rend, the graves 
open, the heavens turn black at the sight of a dying 
Jesus, stricken by the sword of justice ? And shall 
not my rocky heart tremble and quake, rend and melt 
for my sins, that were the cause of it? Shall the 
history of Joseph in the pit move me more than that 
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of Christ upon the cross ? Shall the news of a tragi- 
cal death of a firiend, or the sufferings of an acquaint;- 
ance among the Turks, move me more than the death 
and suflferings of the Son of God on my account ? 
Alas, my heart of stone will neither break nor melt, till 
Christ turn and look on me as he did on backsliding 
Peter. Lord, one look from thee can turn " the rock 
into standing water," " and the flint into a foun- 
tain of water." One blink of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness can melt the most frozen and icy heart in the 
world. 

Oh how lovely is my stricken and bleeding Jesus ! 
Even when bleeding and mangled by my sins, I see 
him to be "white and ruddy," and "the chiefest 
among ten thousand." Every wound and stroke he 
got doth still beautify him the more to me, and make 
my soul to cry, O my loving and lovely Jesus ! Oh 
how can I see him substituting himself in my room, 
and making himself the butt of the envenomed ar- 
rows of justice, and not be ravished with the warm- 
est affection to him ! And at the same time filled 
with sorrow for my sins, which brought on all his 
strokes and wounds ! Oh, my sins were the thorns 
that pierced his head, the nails which pierced his 
hands, and the spear that pierced his heart! My sins 
pressed him down, and made him sweat blood in the 
garden. My soul being exceeding sinful, made his 
soul exceeding soirowfuL May I always hate sin, 
and sorrow for it. 

11 
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MEDITATION XXV. 

I LIVE BT THE FAITH OP THE SON OP GOD, WHO LOVED ME^ 
AND GAVE HIMSELF FOB ME. — Gal. 2 : 20. 

Oh how desirable an entertainment is the exercise 
of true faith upon the great Saviour Jesus Christy 
with an appropriating persuasion, or special applica- 
tion to a man himself, so as to say, " I believe and 
admire his love to the elect in general, and to me in 
particular; I trust in him with my soul, and my 
eternal salvation ; I embrace him and put my whole 
confidence in him, " who loved me and gave himself 
for me ! " Surely this is the faith that every one 
should aim at, and press for, as a thing of the last 
moment and consequence, " O Lord I believe, help 
thou my unbelief." 

Lord, I will not rest in a general belief of the mer- 
cy of God in Christ, and of Christ's ability and wil- 
lingness to save all that come unto him ; but I will 
apply his blood and righteousness to myself in par- 
ticular, and rest on him as one that " loved me and 
gave himself for me." This appropriating faith is 
necessary to my justification ; for every justified perr 
son applies Christ's righteousness to himself, saying, 
as in Isaiah 45 : 24, " Surely in the Lord have I 
righteousness." As the church in general calls him 
" the Lord our righteousness ; " so I, in particular, 
call him the Lord my righteousness. I make it my 
daily practice to wrap up my naked soul in this robe, 
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and live by faith upon it I make personal and par- 
ticular application of the remedy to my soul's mala- 
dies, and draw virtue from it This particular appro- 
priation in the actings of faith, is most needful for 
clearing up a believer's evidences, and for filling the 
soul with joy and peace in believing ; for overcoming 
the fears of death, and giving comfort at a dying 
hour. And particularly, it contributes greatly to the 
soul's comfortable approach to the holy table of the 
Lord, when it can say, " I receive a crucified Christ 
as my Saviour ; I go to him as one who loved me, 
and gave himself for me ; " I take the symbols, and 
feed upon his body as broken for me, and on his 
blood as shed for me ; and I accept of these as an 
earnest and pledge of my living and feasting with 
my Saviour forever." 

A crucified Christ, is offered to all the hearers of 
the gospel. For Christ in the word, and by his min- 
isters in the gospel oflFer, speaks to all and every one 
of them; yea, speaks to every sinner, man and 
woman in particular, as though he called them by 
name. And every man is bound to take the call 
and offer home to himself, as if he were so named, 
and believe that Christ stands at his door and 
knocks, saying, if you, or any man will open to 
me, I will come in. " The promise is to you and 
to all that are afar off;" even to all the ends of the 
earth, and to the stout-hearted; to all the sons of 
men, to every creature, to them that have no money, 
to the poor, maimed, blind, naked, wretched, and 
miserable, and to whosoever will come, " ^To you is 
the word of this salvation sent" Christ doth be- 
seech you to be reconciled, and to beware of com- 
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ing short of the promise, by unbelief; such a prom- 
ise as that, " Whosoever believeth in the Son shall 
not perish, but have eternal life ; " and that, " Him 
that cometh to rae, I will in nowise cast out.'' Be- 
sides many others, John 3: 16. 6: 37. Rev. 3: 17, 
18, 20. 22: 17. Prov. 8: 4. Isa. 45: 22. 46: 12. 
55: 1. Mark 16: 15. Luke 14: 21, 22, 23. Acts 2: 
39. 3:26. 13:26,47. 2 Cor. 5: 20. Heb. 4: 1. 

Now, seeing the gospel call and offer is given to 
every one, faith, which is the echo of the gospel call, 
must needs receive an offered Christ, and salvation 
through him, with particular application to the soul 
that believes. As Christ offers himself, to every soul 
in particular; so faith appropriates Christ to the 
soul itself in particular. And, indeed, the life and 
sweetness of faith lies in this appropriation and ap- 
plicatory act, when the soul is helped to say with 
Thomas, Thou art " my Lord, and my God ; " and 
with the spouse, " My beloved is mine, and I am 
his ; " and with David, " Thou art my rock, and the 
God of my salvation." Unbelief would tempt me 
to put away the gospel offer saying, it doth not be- 
long to me, I am not elected, nor designed to share 
of Christ's purchase ; he did not love me, nor die 
for me. But secret things belong to God, my sal- 
vation is at the stake, my need of a Saviour is un- 
speakable, and the offer is made to me ; I have no 
time to lose in disputing with the devil and unbelief, 
but I will go to Christ on the ground I have. He 
tells me he came " to save sinners," I am sure that 
is my name; he loved enemies, that is my name; 
he received gifts for the rebellious, that is my name ; 
and now I hear the master caUing and inviting me 
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in particular. Therefore, in spite of the devil and 
•unbelief, and all my guilt, I will go forward, and 
accept of Christ as " my Saviour and my King ; " I 
will trust him with my salvation, and believe "he 
loved me, and gave himself for me," vile and guilty 
as I am. This essay to believe. Lord, I make in thy 
strength, and in obedience to thy command. But 
oh ! my efforts are weak and feeble. It is only the 
Spirit enlightening my mind, and opening up the 
gospel call and promise to me, saying, " To you is 
the word of this salvation sent ; " that determines me 
to make particular application of thy love offer, by 
an appropriating faith. Let my help come from 
thee. 

O Lord, my sins are great and numerous ; but, 
should I add to them this sin of putting away 
Christ^s love and blood offered to me in the gospel, 
this would be gremter than all the rest; for so I 
would bring not only my own blood, but the guilt 
of the blood of God upon my head. This I dare not 
do ; now my soul is at the stake, now the remedy is 
in my offer, my need of it is great, I cannot delay 
closing with it, yet a little while and my opportunity 
is gone, and I must change my dwelling for ever ; 
and how can I go anywhere without my Saviour ? 
Christ I must have to teach me, to justify and sanc- 
tify me, none else can do it, on him all my help is 
laid. How shall I go to a communion table with- 
out him ? How will I go to death without him ? 
How will I go to a judgment-seat without him? 
Lord, my case is desperate without thee ; wherefore 
I accept of thy offer, I believe thy love, I trust in 
thy merits, I apply thy blQod, I appropriate thy pur» 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' 126 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

chase, and cry, " My Lord, and my God." I confide 
in a sin-pardoning God, and rest on his promise to 
me, through Christ's blood and merits, for life and 
salvation. And though clouds arise, and he threaten 
even to slay me, yet I will trust in him, as one '^Ihat 
loved me, and gave himself for me." 

Object But doth not the calling sinners to sueh 
appropriating acts of faith, encourage the presump- 
tuous confidence of hypocrites to call God their Gvod, 
like Balaam, Numb. 22 : 18, and to continue in sin? 

Answer. No ; these gospel calls do encourage sin- 
ners to love God, to repent and leave their sins ; for, 
till we believe, and taste something of God's love to 
us, we cannot love him, nor turn to him. 1 John 4: 
19 ; " We love him, because he first loved us." And 
the abuse or presumption of hypocrites must not 
hinder the publishing of fi:ee gospel ofiers and prom- 
ises. 

Again, the appropriating faith of believers hum- 
bles the creature, destroys self-confidence, purifies the 
heart, draws forth the soul in love to God, and hatred 
to sin. Whereas the presumption of hypocrites has 
no such effects. 

It is the duty then of every man, that hath Christ's 
love offers tendered to him, to repent and believe the 
gospel, to see his lost state in Adam, and his need 
of Christ, to receive Christ in all his ofiices, to trust 
in him as his Saviour, and thereupon believe that 
his sins are forgiven through Christ's blood ; and so 
persuade and assure himself that Christ is his, that 
he died for him, and that he shall have life and sal- 
vation through him. This persuasion and assurance 
being most necessary to the spiritual life, it is the 
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great duty of every one to press forward in the acts 
of faith, until they attain it, faith being still weak 
and lame without it. But seeing many believers 
have it not always through prevailing doubts and 
unbelief, it must surely belong more to the perfec- 
tion of faith, than to the essence of it. Their case is 
like that of a shipwrecked man that had got hold of 
a plank, he believes the plank is sufficient to bear 
him up, and keep him from sinking, but the blowing 
storm, and his own weakness, make him doubt if 
his grip be fast enough to hold by it. Indeed, Lord, 
if thou didst not take faster grips of me than I do of 
thee, my weak and slippery fingered faith would 
soon let thee go ; but I trust not in my faith, but in 
iby faithfulness ; I trust not in my promises to thee, 
but in thine to me ; that thou wilt never leave me, 
nor forsake me. Lord, do as thou hast said ; be it 
to me according to thy word. 



MEDITATION XXVI. 

Wb lote him, bbcausb he pibst lovbd us. — 1 John 4:19. 

No reason can be given why God loved any of 
Adam's race, but only because he loved us. But 
good reasons can be given why we love God, both 
because he is infinitely lovely in himself, and be- 
cause he first loved us, and before we had any 
thoughts of love to him. Oh what is our love, but 
a small stream that flows from and returns again to 
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the ocean of his love ! God's love to us is the source, 
the incentive, the motive, and moral cause of our 
love to him. We can never love God, until some 
rays of his everlasting love break out to us ; for con- 
science of guilt, and fears of wrath, do rather incline 
us to hate him, and flee from him as an enemy, than 
to love and draw near to him. But the breaking out 
of the beams of God's love to us in Jesus Christ, 
makes way for breaking the enmity of our hearts, 
and bringing in the heavenly fire of love to him. 
The serious consideration of God's eternal free love 
to us, poor, wretched, and unlovely creatures, and 
his loving us at such a rate, as to court our love at 
the expense of his Son's blood, is the most powerful 
motive in the world to draw out our love to him ; 
and the more we have of the faith or feelings of this 
love, the warmer still will our love to him be. God's 
redeeming love displayed to men doth obscure all 
the seeming glories of this world, as much as the 
meridian sun doth darken candles, or smaller fires ; 
and soon convinces us, that nothing deserves our 
affections but God and Christ No man that ever 
tasted the sweetness of God's love, but finds his 
heart warmed with love to him again. A forgiven 
soul cannot read his pardon but with tears of love 
and joy, and still thore is much love where much is 
forgiven. " We love him, because he first loved us." 
Lord, at thy call, I go to thy table to admire and 
give thanks for God's love vented to man in the 
councils of peace, the covenant of redemption, in the 
incarnation, the death, the blood, and righteousness 
of our God Redeemer. Oh amazing love ! I ad- 
mire it in the antiquity of it God's love is from all 
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eternity ; his thoughts were long set upon man be- 
fore he had a being. I admire the freeness and un- 
deservedness of this love ; there was nothing in man 
to engage his love; he saw nothing in him but 
poverty, impotency, and deformity ; yea man was so 
far from deserving any love from God, that he de- 
served all hatred, as being loathsome and fuU of 
enmity; having razed out the image of God, and 
got Satan's set up in its room! Yet, even then, 
God loved him so, as to give his beloved Son to die 
for him. Oh, did God love man when utterly un- 
worthy of his love ! and shall not we love God, who 
infinitely deserves all our affection, as being in him- 
self altogether lovely ; and likewise as affectionate 
to us, as he is lovely in himself! liord Jesus, I ad- 
mire the strength and ardency of thy love ! Many 
waters of affliction did not quench it, and the floods 
of wrath that went over thee could not drown it! 
Strong was that love that carried thee through the 
pains both of the first and second death in our stead ! 
Oh, I am ashamed and afflicted for my little love to 
thee ! I marvel at the constancy and steadfastness 
of thy love, that it continues firm to thy people from 
everlasting to everlasting ; and that it is never altered 
by all the unkind returns, provocations, and ingrat- 
itude thou meetest with from them. I wonder at 
the fruits and effects of thy love! Oh how great! 
how sweet! how numerous! Who can value or set 
them forth. Such as, " quenching the fire of justice, 
disarming the law of its curses, bruising the serpent's 
head, paying believer's debts, obtaining for them re- 
generation, pardon of sin, peace with God, peace 
with conscience, peace with angels, adoption into 
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God's family, justification, sanctification, all the 
graces of the Spirit, audience of prayer, growth in 
grace, comfort in affliction, a blessing on all provi- 
dences, perseverance in holiness, the ministry of 
angels, victory over death, a happy resurrection, ac- 
quittance at the tribunal, the beatific vision, and 
everlasting life ! " Who can declare the lovingkind- 
ness of the Lord ? Who can utter his mighty acts ? 
Who can show forth all his praise ? I may sooner 
fathom the depth of the sea, the breadth of the earth, 
or the height of heaven, than nieasure the love of 
God in Christ, for it passeth knowledge ! 

Oh, how little do we love him, that loved us first, 
and loved us at such a rate ! Nay, how unthankful 
are we for all the instances and fiiiits of his match- 
less love ! How unkind are the returns we make to 
him for it ! " Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, 
and be horribly afraid," at the ingratitude of men ! 
How little do we think on redeeming love, and upon 
the propitiation provided by God for our sins ! How 
little do we speak of this love, or recommend it to 
those who know it not! How do the trifles, and 
nothings of this world, get more room in our hearts, 
than Christ's glorious purchase! How little pains 
are we at to secure an interest in the blessed finits 
of his love ! How unwilling are we to go into the 
terras of redeeming love, to renounce a covenant of 
works, self-righteousness, darling sins, beloved idols, 
etc. How averse are we to renounce the world, 
deny self, and to be debtors wholly to free grace ! 
How inclinable are we to satisfy conscience after 
commission of sin, by our own doings, confessions, 
mournings, resolutions, etc., without going to the 
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propitiation provided by the love of God! How 
great is the liking we have to sin that killed the 
Lamb of God ! How can we say, we love God that 
loved us first, when we hug his enemy in our bosom! 
" Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a 
fountain of tears," that I might weep and mourn day 
and night for the ungrateful requitals of the sons of 
men for the preventing love of God in Christ, and 
the amazing instances of it ! 

Oh that I could say on good ground, and from the 
bottom of my heart, I love him that first loved me. 
Surely a sincere love to God and Christ would be a 
sure evidence of God's eternal love to me ! Oh that 
I had the marks of this love, and could say, " My 
meditations of him are sweet : " I place my happi- 
ness in his favor, and the comfort of all ordinances 
in his presence. I rejoice in the flourishing of his 
kingdom, and abhor every thing that is injurious to 
him. I esteem Christ the Mediator, and gift of God, 
as most precious, with every thing that belongs to 
him. I fall heartily in with the device of redeeming 
love for saving sinners, and study the life of faith on 
the Son of God. I renounce my own righteousness 
and strength, and desire always to say, "In the 
Lord Jesus have I my righteousness and strength." 
Were this the language of my heart, I might ap- 
peal to himself and say, ** Thou that knowest all 
things, knowest that I love thee," and desire to 
render thee love for love. 

It would be a great shame for believers, if they 
did not love him that first loved them, when they 
were enemies to him ! Surely they cannot be believ- 
ers without love to him. Oh for greater and warmer 
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love to him that first loved us ! Love is the great 
qualification of the saints above ; the more love we 
have, the more like heaven we are, and the meeter to 
dwell in it. Were it possible there could be a man 
in heaven without love, he would reckon the place a 
hell, and the work a torment to him. It is love that 
makes a spiritual and heavenly work delightful; 
hence, love is said to be the fulfilling of the law. If 
the love of God be in the heart, the law of Grod is 
there also, and the soul is inclined to all holy obedi- 
ence. Oh may the love of God in Christ constrain 
me to live to him that died for me. Have I seen the 
astonishing love of God in parting with his dear Son 
to save me ? Oh let that love constrain me to part 
with all my sins and idols for him. Have I seen the 
dear Son's amazing love in bleeding to death on the 
cursed tree, to save me from lying in hell forever ? 
Oh let me never again, wittingly, walk in the road 
that leads to it. Have I seen him struggling in an 
agony to open heaven's gates for me ? Oh let me 
never turn my back on heaven, and tell him thereby 
he might have saved his labor. Oh let his boundless 
love warm my heart more and more with love to 
him ! May the charms of his love triumph over all 
the charms of sin's pleasures and Satan's devices, 
and kindle such a fire of love in my heart, as will 
burn up all my lusts like" stubble. Amen. 
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MEDITATION XXVH. 

ThBT that sow in TBAB8, SHALL BEAP IN JOY. — PsalmS 126 I 5. 

The sowing time of God's people is all here ; their 
reaping time is but partly here, and far more fuUy 
hereafter. . Here they sow very much in tears ; there 
is need for it This seed-time is the most promising 
of any. Men love a dry seed-time, but God loves 
wet seed-times best ; a wet sowing time doth prom- 
ise a harvest of joy, whereas a dry one portends a 
harvest of sorrow. " Woe to them that laugh now, 
they shall weep.^' If men do not begin with tears, 
they shall end with them ; if they weep not now, 
they shall weep and wail, and gnash their teeth here- 
after. Godly weeping is a good sign of spiritual 
life. If a child, when born, is heard to cry, it is reck- 
oned a legal proof of its living ; but if not, it is ac- 
counted stillborn or dead. Alas, the number of still- 
born children in the church is great ! few are heard to 
CTy or seen to weep, in a godly sort, if compared with 
those who do not. There be many who pour out 
tears on worldly occasions, but few on spiritual ac- 
counts. If a child die, we can mourn and weep over 
him, but who mourns for Christ as for an only son ? 
Who weeps for sin that pierced him ? Oh, how lit- 
tle are we affected with the sufferings of our dear 
Redeemer ! Our ears are so accustomed to the hear- 
ing of Christ's love, his agonies, his wounds, his blood, 
his death, that they are become words of a com- 
mon sound, and make little impression on us, though 
12 
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they be the most awful and moving things that ever 
the world heard of. Thou, Lord, art present at sa- 
craments, thou observest our tears, and comest with 
thy bottle to receive and preserve them ; but, oh, how 
empty is it of tears, for the most part, of gospel hear- 
ers ! and how few are the tears which are dropt in it 
by communicants themselves ! 

Lord, I am ashamed of the hardness and uncon- 
cernedness of my heart, and the woful dryness of my 
eyes. Shall the rocks about Jerusalem rend sooner 
af Christ's sufferings, than my rocky heart ? ShaU 
others weep and sow in tears, when Christ's wounds 
and blood are set before them, and I continue stupid 
and hardened? Shall the history of Joseph in the 
pit, move my heart more than tiiat of Christ upon 
the cross? Lord, look upon my stony heart with 
pity ; give me such a look as thou gavest Peter when 
he denied thee ; a look that may cause me to weep, 
and weep bitterly at the remembrance of my sins 
that pierced thee. If I have not openly denied my 
Saviour, surely I have shamefully forsaken him in 
my heart. I have had a deep hand in all his suiffer- 
ings. When my dear Lord was in the garden sweat- 
ing blood, neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor Pilate, 
were there to cause it ; but oh, my unbelief, my pride, 
my carnaUty, my hypocrisy, my sinful words and 
actions were there, and with their weight pressed him 
to the ground, and brought that fearful agony and 
sweat upon him. My dissimulation was the traitor's 
kiss, my ambition the thorny crown, my drinking up 
iniquity like water, the portion of gall and vinegar; 
my want of tears caused him to shed both tears and 
blood ; my forsaking God made him to be forsaken 
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of God ; my soul's being exceeding guilty made his 
soul exceeding heavy! Oh, what means then the 
hardness of my heart, and dryness of my eyes, when 
these things are set before me ! Is it that weeping 
is designed for me hereafter, where tears shall never 
be dried up ? Lord, save me, for Christ's sake, from 
hell's tears, and give grace to prevent them by sow- 
ing tears now in the proper season. 

So long as ' I am in the valley of tears, there are 
many reasons for sowing the seed of tears. I see 
many grounds for them, may a glance of them be a 
means of melting my heart, and filling my eyes with 
tears. Tears for my woful apostasy from God in 
Adam, whereby I am banished from God, have lost 
his image and countenance, and am fallen under his 
wrath and curse. Tears for the woful corruption 
of my nature, my enmity against God, and the 
manifold plagues of my heart, as atheism, ignorance, 
pride, unbelief, hardness, hypocrisy, formality, etc. 
Tears for the sins of my life, open and secret, of 
omission and commission, of light and ignorance, 
which are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
and many of them very heinous because of several 
aggravations. Tears upon the remembrance of 
Christ's love, in suffering and dying in my room, to 
wash away my sins and save me from hell. Surely 
the thoughts of this love may inflame the coldest 
breast, melt the hardest heart, and make the driest 
constitution run down with tears. It was this that 
made Mary Magdalen's eyes gush out so plentifully 
with tears of love and joy, as were enough to wash 
her Saviour's feet. Tears for the abuse of God's 
fatherly goodness, mercy, and patience towards me, 
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a sinful, hell-deserving creature. This consideration 
melted the Prodigal's heart, and made him cry, 
" Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son." 
David's undeserved kindness made even a hard- 
hearted Saul to lift up his voice and weep, and will 
not God's kindness, which is infinitely greater and 
freer, make me drop some silent tears at his holy 
table ? Tears, because of the frowns of my heaven- 
ly Father, the tokens of his displeasure, his chastise- 
ments, and even his chidings, and shaking the rod at 
me. These will melt the heart of a child, whose na- 
ture is kindly and ingenuous, while the stubborn will 
stand it against many strokes. David, though a man 
of the greatest valor against his enemies, yet, when 
he saw God was angry with him in Absalom's re- 
bellion, wept like? a child while going up Olivet, 
^ Sam. 15 : 30, and seemed to have no courage at 
all. Again, I ought to sow in tears for the dishonors 
done to God by the sins of others, and especially 
when damnable heresies and blasphemies are vented 
against God. And likewise tears for the miseries 
and perishing condition of others. And especially 
tears of sympathy with God's people in affliction. 
For I read of Christ himself, David, Hezekiah, Jo- 
siah, Jeremiah, and other saints sowing such tears. 
"Well then may this world be called a valley of tears. 
Besides all these, it is well pleasing to God when 
Christians sow tears of tenderness in renewing cove- 
nant with him, in prayer, in hearing the Word, in 
commemorating the death and sufferings of Christ 
for their sins. This last is a special season for sow- 
ing tears, according to Zech. 12: 10. Oh shall 
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Christians be more sparing of their tears for Christ, 
than Christ was of his blood for them ? We cry out 
against the Jews and Romans as hardhearted men 
for piercing Christ. But what softer are onr hearts, 
if we can see onr sins put him to death, and not be 
grieved nor weep ? Lord, send thy Spirit to touch 
my heart, and then it will melt into tears for sin, that 
cursed thing that butchered the Lamb of God. Oh 
let this be my weeping time, and seed-time of tears, 
that hereafter I may reap in joy. Alas my seed- 
time is scrimp and insignificant. Oh let not my har- 
vest be proportioned to it ! Lord, though I have not 
tears enough with Mary to wash thy feet, yet thou 
hast blood enough to wash my feet, my heart, my 
hands, my tears, and all my duties, and to make me 
and them acceptable and savory to God, so that I 
may reap in joy with his people above, and stand 
there as a monument of free grace forever. 

Many, after sowing the precious see4 of tears at 
communion seasons, have even had their reaping 
times here below, as an earnest and first-fruits of the 
full harvest above. Lord, make me acquainted both 
with the sowing and reaping of penitent believers in 
this world, that I may have good hope, through 
grace, of sharing in the harvest of glory hereafter, 
even the ftill enjoyment of God in heaven, eternal 
communion with the glorious Trinity, with the saints 
and holy angels. Let me know what it is, after a 
seed-time of tears, to reap even in ordinances here 
below, the clearing of my evidences of grace, and 
the evidences of my interest in Christ, and in the 
weU-ordered covenant. Let me reap the lifting up 
of the light of thy countenance upon me, which will 

12* 
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put more joy in my heart than worldlings have when 
they reap corn and wine in the greatest plenty. Let 
me see my name written in heaven before I go 
thither, that my passage may be joyful in the midst 
of tears. Let me reap even here new supplies of 
grace, strength to bear crosses, and resist tempta- 
tions; give me gracious returns of prayer, and vic- 
tory over my corruptions, that I may sing with the 
Psalmist, Psalms 138 : 3 ; "In the day when I cried 
thou answeredst me; and strengthenedst me wiih 
strength in my souL" 



MEDITATION XXVni. 

TTnto him that loved trs, and washed us prom our sins IK 
• HIS OWN blood. — Rev. 1:5. 

The love of Christ in becoming man, and shed- 
ding his blood to ransom and save sinners of man- 
kind will be the eternal song of the redeemed above, 
and why not begin this song here below! Never 
was there such matter for songs of praise as the uu" 
fathomable love of Jesus. His name is love ; and 
therefore it is to me as ointment poured forth. I will 
remember his love more than wine. His nature is 
love, his words and actions were love, he preached 
and practised love ; he lived in love, was sick of love, 
and died for love. Oh what thoughts should I have 
of this free and undeserved love of the glorious Son 
of God, who was entreated by no man, and even 



Digitized by 



Google 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 139 

hated of all men ; yet in his free love entreats and 
undertakes for man, saying, Though he be my ene- 
my, I will be both his surety and sacrifice, I will 
diink the cup of wrath, be made sin and a curse for 
him. I will pour out aU my blood and die for him. 
Oh how shall I speak of his astonishing love to thy 
enemies ! To have spared our lives had been great 
mercy, but to give thy life for ours is love unspeak- 
aMe ! Oh ! Lord, thou hast found me in enmity, 
and loved me! When my hand was lifted up 
against thee, thy arms were open to embrace ! Nay, 
thou hast opened thy loving heart to shelter rebels 
who trod thee underfoot ! Thy heart burned with 
love to them who cruelly pierced it! Thy bowels 
yearned towards those that raked in them with 
bloody hands ! Surely eternity itself will be short 
enough to celebrate the praises 6f our glorious Em- 
manuel, who loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood. Worthy is our slain, bleeding 
Lamb, of eternal hallelujahs from men and angels. 
Lord, fit my heart for these new songs. 

Oh never was there such a miracle of condescend- 
ing love to the sons of men, as this of the eternal 
Son of God, his becoming man to suffer for them, 
and pour out his blood to wash them from sin that 
kindles hell-fire against them. Glory to the Lamb for 
his fire-quenching blood, and for his preventing love 
that kept me from feeling this fire ! Oh how would 
this love have aflected me, if justice had sent me to 
hell, and kept me there one year, or one month, or 
but one day ! Surely, one day in hell would have 
made me prize and praise redeeming love and re- 
deeming blood at another rate than now I do. Or 
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had I seen the damned in their misery, despairing 
and without hope ! Or had I seen my agonizing 
Saviour in the garden sweating blood for me ; or 
seen him dying on the cross, pouring it out to the 
very last drop, to wash away sin ! Oh would not I 
then have valued the great remedy and salvation he 
now tenders to me ! And is not all this which I now 
hear in the word, and see represented in the sacra- 
ment, as true, as real, and certain, as if I had seen it 
with my eyes ? 

And now when I go to behold Christ dying and 
bleeding in this holy representation, even the Lamb 
of God slaughtered for my sins ; Lord, touch my 
heart that it may be suitably affected with the sight, 
so as intensely to love my blessed Saviour, and to 
hate my cursed sins. Oh how should I be covered 
with shame and loathe myself, who have both pro- 
cured the death of Christ by sin, and sinned against 
his death, by slighting his blood and neglecting his 
great salvation. Oh! I am chargeable both with 
the guilt of Christ's blood, and of murdering my own 
soul. Oh pardon and " deliver me from blood guilti- 
ness, O God, thou God of my salvation." 

My sins have indeed shed the blood of Christ, but, 
Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this 
blood to me. Lord, what profit is there in my blood ? 
Surely the least drop of thy dear Son's blood is of 
more value than a sea of mine. A whole sea of it 
cannot wash away one sin, but. Lord, thou callest 
me to look into the Lamb's blood that taketh away 
the sins of the world. Oh, is not this blood more 
powerful to wash me, than my sins are to defile me ? 
Is not its virtue as fresh still as when it dropped 
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from his wounds on the tree, ot in the day when it 
cleansed three thousand at once ? Is not thy Son's 
blood a sufficient satisfaction for all my sins, a full 
price for my redemption? Oh my soul, thou ait 
now near the blessed remedy for thy guilt and pollu- 
tion ; this is the only well of salvation, and fountain 
of life ! Oh canst thou see Christ's blood running, 
and not desire to be bathed in it! Now the cleans- 
ing and healing streams run on both sides of the 
table ; now let me apply and live, let me bring all 
my sores and plagues to the streams, my blind eyes, 
my deaf ears, my weak hands, my feeble knees, my 
hard heart, my cold affections, my unbelieving and 
doubting mind, my leprous and unclean souL Lord, 
this blood has washed away the plague spots, and 
stains of many thousands, who axe now praising 
the Lamb for it. Oh, let me be joined to the num- 
ber, that I may also sing to him that loved and 
washed me. 

O bleeding Lamb, " if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean." Oh let that blood, which gushed from 
thy heart and side, but drop on my soul, and it will 
cleanse me from all sin. And when thou art pleased 
to come to me in the sacrament in streams of blood. 
Oh raise me up, that I may meet thee with streams 
of tears, tears of repentance, love, and gratitude. 
Oh let me not be more sparing of my tears for 
Christ, than he was of his blood for me. David's 
kindness made even a hardhearted Saul lift up his 
voice and weep, and will not Christ's kindness, which 
is infinitely greater, make me drop at least some 
silent tears ? 

Oh how dreadful a thing must it be to reject this 
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remedy! Surely justice will not spare them that 
trample underfoot the blood of the Son of God. If 
justice was inexorable when he himself prayed, " if it 
be possible, let this cup pass ; " how will he spare 
me, or hear the cry of those who reject his blood and 
sacrifice ? How is it possible that the cup of wrath 
can pass firom them who do it? No, they must 
drink it forever themselves ! Lord, save me firom re- 
jecting this blood. "I believe, Lord, help my un- 
beUef." 



MEDITATION XXIX. 

PaTHEB, I HAVB SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN, AND BEFORE THEE, 
AND AM NO KOBE WORTHY TO BE CALLED THT SON.-^ LukO 

15 : 18, 19. 

Father, — ah, I may be ashamed to call thee so, 
considering what a disobedient and unthankful child 
I have been. I am a most wretched prodigal, I left 
thy house and presence, and went into a far country ; 
far from thee, my bHss and happiness. But now, 
Father, behold me desiring to come back as a poor 
penitent, and returning prodigal I come from a far 
country indeed, I come from the land of sin and 
darkness ; I come from the frontiers of hell, from the 
very borders of the burning lake ! Ah, foolish crea- 
ture that I am, how have I forsaken thee, the foun- 
tain of living waters! How fond have I been of 
broken cisterns, and filthy pleasures ! Oh the base- 
ness, the disingenuity, the ingratitude that I have 
been guilty of! I have resisted thy power, despised 
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thy wisdom, undervalued thy goodness ! Father of 
mercies, I now see what an evil thing and bitter it is 
to forsake the Lord, holy Lord Jesus. I now see 
what indignities I have done against thee! Thy 
blessed body was dreadfully torn with nails upon the 
cross, and thy precious blood inhumanly spilt by thy 
crucifiers ! But ' oh ! have not I occasioned more 
grief and sorrow to thee by my manifold sins against 
light and love ? They crucified thee but cmce, but I 
have crucified thee day after day! they crucified 
thee because they knew thee not ; but I have known 
thee what thou art in thyself, the Lord of glory, 
and what thou art to me, a tender and merciful 
Father ; yet I have continued to crucify thee afresh. 
O Holy Spirit, I have resisted thy strivings, quenched 
thy motions, demolished thy work, and put thee 
away grieved. But, Lord, I condemn my folly, and 
see my misery. Oh, what have I gained by offend- 
ing thee? nothing but shame and confusion, fear, 
trembling, and horror ! Oh what fruit had I in those 
things whereof I am now ashamed ! 

But, Father, I have heard of thy compassions to 
the guilty when they confess, and forsake, and turn 
to thee ; wherefore, though I am ashamed, like the 
publican, to lift up my eyes to heaven ; yet let me, 
with humble Magdalen, come behind thee weeping, 
and wash thy feet with my tears, and kiss them. 
And let me hear the news of pardon from thy mouth. 
Thou earnest, Lord, not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance; and of these I am chief. 
Lord, I am full qf diseases, full of wounds, full of 
sores, full of infirmities, fuU of sins and pollutions. 
Here, Lord, is work for thy strong hand, work for 
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thy wonder-working blood. Oh stretch out thy hand 
and save. "Father, I am no more worthy to be 
called thy son, make me as one of fliy hired ser- 
vants;" and thou knowest no hire, no wages will 
satisfy me but thyself; Lord, give me thyself be 
thou my exceeding great reward. 

Lord, I am -so vile a creature, that I may fear to 
come and present a petition to thee upon the knee, 
and far more to come and sit down with thee at thy 
holy table. If John Baptist thought himself not 
worthy to stoop down and loose the latchet of thy 
shoes, shall I, who am laden with sins, adventure to 
that holy feast, where angels wait as ministering 
spirits? But, Lord, in thy compassion receive me, 
coming not to excuse, btut to accuse myself, with 
eyes cast down, smiting on my breast with the pub- 
lican, "Lord be merciful to me a sinner." Thou 
didst graciously accept of the publican's prayer, of 
Mary Magdalen's tears, the faith of the thief on the 
cross, the repentance of Peter, and of those that 
crucified thee. By these instances of thy mercy, I 
am encouraged to draw near to thee. Oh send me 
not away empty, lest I faint by the way ; but satisfy 
my needy soul with thy heavenly banquet, that I 
may receive spiritual strength and nourishment to 
eternal life. 

Lord, hear my cry, and hide not thy face from me. 
When Manasseh cried to thee, thou hadst respect to 
his prayer. When the Ninevites humbled them- 
selves before thee, thou wast entreated; yea, thou 
invitest the most crimson and scarlet-colored sin- 
ners, to come and reason with thee, and assureat 
them, thou wilt cast out none that come. Many 
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thousands, who have experienced the truth of thy 
word, are, at this hour, singing thy praises, and 
exalting thy free grace. Lord, do thou make me 
also a monument of thy free grace to all eternity. 

Ah, I may be ashamed to speak of mercy and 
grace, who have so long abused thy grace, and 
trampled on the blood that should save me. Oh, 
that I could mourn and weep all my life for it ! Oh, 
what shall I do with my stony heart that will not 
break and melt for abusing God's mercy, and tramp- 
ling Christ's blood! Oh, shall I mourn and weep 
for a dead corpse, or departed friend, and not mourn 
for a dead heart, or for God's departing from me! 
ShaU the dear Son of God weep, sweat, and bleed 
for us, and we not weep for ourselves, or for our sins, 
that pierced his head with thorns, his hands with 
nails, and his side with a spear, and his heart with 
sorrows. Lord Jesus, I look to thee for a penitent 
heart, seeing thou tellest me, thou art exalted for this 
very end, to give repentance to Israel. 

"Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him ? " and what am I, the unworthiest of men, that 
thou shouldst call me to sit with thy children at thy 
table, to eat the bread of angels, who am not worthy 
to eat the bread of men ? Amazing love ! that God 
should court those to obedience, whom he can per- 
emptorily command to it ; and, in case of disobe- 
dience, punish instantly in hell ; that he should take 
poor slaves, condemned to the prison of hell, and 
make them crowned kings in heaven, that he should 
not only be willing to dwell in flesh, but also to give 
us this flesh for our food ; that he should not only 
save us from heU, but even leave his throne in heaven, 
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and lose his life on earth, to enthrone us in his king- 
dom ! These are prodigies of love, which should en- 
gage us to love our Saviour and mourn for sin while 
we live. Lord Jesus, pity a relenting, returning prod- 
igal I take him home, and make him thy servant for- 
ever. It is just, that I should offer up myself a living 
sacrifice to my Redeemer, who offered up himself a 
dying sacrifice for my redemption. 



MEDITATION XXX. 

We will kemember thy love. — Song 1 : 4. 

I go, blessed Jesus, at thy call, to remember thy 
love at thy holy table; thy words have an awfal 
sound in my ears, " Do this in remembrance of ma'' 
I see much in them ; in obedience to them I will do 
this in remembrance of thy dwelling in flesh; in 
memory of thy love that carried thee to the manger, 
to the garden, and to the cross for me ; in memory of 
the infinite price of thy blood which thou didst shed; 
in memory of the victory obtained by it over the ene- 
mies of my soul ; in memory of the deliverance from 
wrath, and the immortal glory thou hast purchased 
by it for me. Though thou didst die and lie in the 
grave, yet thy love shall ever live in my heart. Glory 
to thee, thou art now alive in heaven ; Oh come and 
live with me ; never let thy love be one moment out 
of my view. I bless thee for this lasting memorial of 
thy love. 
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I look on this sacrament as no real or proper sac- 
rifice, as many do, but only as a representation or 
commemoration of the real sacrifice Christ oflfered 
on tlie cross. I do no more at the Lord's table, than 
what Christ did ; since he offered no sacrifice at the 
table, neither do I. He only did commemorate that 
sacrifice he was going to oJ(Fer, and the same, and no 
more do L K any should say that Christ offered a 
real sacrifice, when he instituted this sacrament, then 
the oblation on the cross would have been superflu- 
ous, because sinners would have been redeemed by 
that of the supper which went before. 

Now is the time for a solemn commemoration of 
thy love. Oh, shall I be unmindful of thy love at 
this feast, when thou wast so mindful of me, made 
thy testament, put me in it, and left me precious 
legacies to cause me to remember thee ; such as, life 
and light, pardon and peace, righteousness and 
strength, grace and glory. Oh how heroic, how 
generous and firee, is thy love to sinful worms ! We 
had done nothing to oblige thee ; nothing sawest 
thou in us to engage thy love to us ; but much didst 
thou see in us to incense thee against us. When we 
were without strength, ungodly sinners, and enemies, 
thou lovedst us, and died for us. " Greater love 
hath no man than this, to lay down his life for his 
friends ; " but far greater love hath God-man, who 
laid down his life for his enemies ! Oh what shall 
I think of this love ! It had been wonderful love in 
an angel to have stooped to be united to a lump of 
earth, and therein suffered for us, though it could not 
have paid our debt But, O my soul, here is one 
more valuable than all the angels in heaven, that 
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has stooped to do it ! ^ The Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us ! " When I was, like Isaac, 
bound on the altar, he £reely offered himself to be 
made a sacrifice to satisfy justice for me ; Fathei^ 
said he, '^ lo, I come, to do thy will I take delight!" 

Remember this love, O my soul, the Son of Grod 
is become the son of man for thee, that thou might- 
est be raised to the dignity of a son of God ! He 
that was infinitely rich, for my sake became po€»r, 
that I, a poor naked creature, might become rich and 
well clothed. How can I look on the incarnation 
and 'birth of my Redeemer, and not remember his 
love with wonder! Can I behold the manger his 
bed, and not adore the love that brought him to it ? 
Oh how low were the circumstances of the heir of 
heaven, when he came to sojourn on earth, who had 
neither house to live in, nor an estate to live upon, 
but must be subsisted by the hospitality of othere ! 
Amazing prodigy of divine love! God stoops to 
dwell in the flesh, and gives us his flesh to feed upon 
in the sacrament! 'He not only pardons our sins, 
and saves us from hell, but leaves his throne in 
heaven, and loses his life on earth, to enthrone us in 
his kingdom, and make us crowned kings forevex. 
Blessed be the Lord that gives me a communion 
sabbath to remember this love ! What shall I render 
to thee for it ? A day of glad tidings ! Thou hast 
often, on such a day, visited the earth and watered 
it, and made it rich with thy showers ! May thy 
grace and Spirit drop on us this day, like rain on the 
mown grass. 

Lord, I am not worthy to touch the threshold of 
thy house, and yet thou caJlest me to thy table ! Not 
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worthy to stand among thy servants, and yet thou 
wouldst have me sit with my Redeemer ! Not wor- 
thy to lie at thy footstool, and yet thou wouldst make 
my heart thy throne ! Not worthy to eat the bread 
of men, and yet thou caUest me to eat the bread of 
angels ! Oh love worthy to be remembered to all 
generations! Lord, enlighten my eyes, and give 
me a clearer view of thy love, than ever I got ; and 
while I am musing on it, let the fire burn ; Oh make 
my heart burn within me with love to him that 
loved us. 

Oh my soul, consider the greatness of Christ's 
love in the cup he drank for thee ! How legible is 
it in his tears and prayers, his groans and cries, his 
agony and sweat, his wounds and blood, and all for 
us 2 Oh let this matchless love beget in me the 
warmest love and affection to him that loved us! 
Oh let the fire of Christ's love burn up my lusts and 
worldly love like stubble ; and remove the coldness 
of my heart to him ! Oh, that I could weep bitterly, 
that I cannot bring this vile heart of mine to love 
the Lord Jesus more ! Oh, shall I throw away my 
aifections upon every worthless object, and yet have 
none for the loveliest object of the whole creation of 
God ; and yet one that would needs die for me, to 
become my ransom and atonement ? Is it the char- 
acter of those who are Christ's spouse ? Is it the 
character of the whole army of martyrs, and of every 
believer, to love Christ, and shall not I love him 
too? Oh, the virgins love thee, the upright love 
thee ; and every one of them cry, " Oh thou whom 
my soul loveth ; " and shall not I join these chaste 
lovers ? Or shall I be exposed to the terrible fate of 
13* 
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those who want to love Christ ? 1 Cor. 16: 22, «If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
Anathema, Maranatha." Oh that I could express 
my love to him in adorations and praises, in desiring 
his presence, loving his members, promoting his 
kingdom on earth, and longing to be with him 
forever. 



MEDITATION XXXI. 

He was wounded for oub transgbessions. — Isa. 53 : 5. 

How amazing is the love of God to fallen man, 
in taking a body to be pierced and wounded for hkn, 
Man did cast off the image of his Maker, and be- 
came a rebel and runaway from God. And be- 
hold, his Maker takes on him man's image, to restore 
him again to favor. Yea, he assumes our nature, 
when at the lowest, that so he might sigh, groan, 
weep, bleed, and die for undone man ; and he did 
this, to raise him from his miserable state, to a hap- 
pier condition than he was in before his fall. Had 
not God become man, we could not have enjoyed 
him so nearly, so familiarly as we may do now. 
The enjoyment of God as a Redeemer, a husband, 
a brother, is another manner of enjoyment of him 
than of God as a Creator. Though we ruined our- 
selves, and fell under wrath, yet God, by the incar- 
nation has recovered us, and made us up far above 
aU we had to lose. But, ere this be done, he must 
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not only be man, but he must be wounded for and 
by man's sins ; yea, wounded to death, and cru- 
cified. 

Many, yea innumerable, were the wounds my 
God Redeemer received for me ; as by the thorns 
that pricked his head, by the pincers that plucked 
his hair, by the scourge that tore and furrowed his 
back; besides the wounds made in his hands and 
feet by the nails and the spear; and the many 
wounds given his soul by the curses of the law. 
Now, all these wounds are opened as so many 
mouths to call us to flee into them for safety from 
the sword of justice. These wounds were unspeak- 
ably painful, being envenomed by our sins. Cruci- 
fying, in itself, was an exceeding painful death ; the 
nails whereon the body hung, pierced the most 
sinewy parts of the body, and consequently most 
sensible of pain. And hence the Romans expressed 
torment by a word borrowed from the cross; and 
make cruciate signify to torment Thus was our 
innocent Saviour wounded on the cross, cruciate or 
tormented, and all to save us from eternal torments. 

Astonishing sight I The eternal Son of God, 
whom all the angels worship, wounded to death, 
hung by nails on a cross, tortured and racked for 
hours, and, in the mean time, loaded with reproach 
and scorn from those he died for ! Never such a 
sight as this ! it struck terror in the whole creation. 
The sun hid its face, and could not behold it, the 
vail of the temple rent in twain, the earth quaked, 
the rocks rent, the dead were moved, and their graves 
opened. And even his enemies were slaruck with 
amazement, and made to shrink, and say, " Truly 
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this was a righteous person ; this was the Son of 
God." O my soul, employ all thy faculties, all thy 
thoughts, to study, and penetrate into this awful sub- 
ject ; it deserves the profoundest regard and closest 
attention. Hence the great apostle determined to 
study and know nothing but it 

This amazing tragedy ought to create in me the 
greatest abhorrence of sin, the cause of it. Never 
can sin appear more exceeding sinful, and hateful, 
than in the wounding and crucifying of the Son of 
God. Our transgressions were the nails and spear 
that wounded his sacred body, and the sword that 
pierced his soul. These were the Judas that be- 
trayed him, the soldiers that bound him, blindfolded, 
and mocked him, the Pilate that condemned him, the 
executioners that nailed him to the cursed tree. It 
was our sins that put the sword in his enemies' 
hands. He became a curse for us. All the derision, 
mockery, and contempt; all the pain, sujfFering, and 
sorrow he endured, did proceed from our sins ; these 
brought him to the cross, and to the grave. Let us 
then turn our hatred, and discharge our fiercest in- 
dignation against our sins, let them be our aversion 
and dread for ever ; let me always look on sin, that 
crucified Christ, with horror and trembling. Never 
such an instance of the strictness and severity of 
God's justice, and of his abhorrence of sin as here ! 
He would not spare his dear Son, when he stood in 
the room of sinners, nor spare him one stripe or 
wound, when he cried ; but let him bleed and die, 
till sin was fully atoned for ! Can I see this and not 
cry, O cursed sin! murderer of the Son of God; 
away with it, away with it ; crucify it, crucify it 
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O my soul, see the evil of sin in the glass of 
Christ's wounds and sufferings in his body and soul! 
Say, O sin, what hast thou done ! Thou hast pro- 
voked the God of heaven to fiery indignation! 
Thou hast killed the Prince of life, turned angels 
into devils, filled the earth with troubles, and hell 
with precious souls! If anybody had killed my 
father, would I embrace the murderer, or love the 
dagger that was besmeared with his blood? but 
what are all my relations to "my Lord, my love, 
that was crucified!" Oh that my eyes were foun- 
tains of t^ars, that I might weep day and night for 
my sins that slew my Saviour ! O stony heart, for 
shame, become now like wax, and be melted in the 
midst of my bowels ! Wo is me, that I can grieve 
no more for my sins. Let me at least revenge my 
Saviour's death upon my sins, and suffer them no 
longer to live in me. 

How dreadful must the guilt of those be who 
willingly harbor sin, and delight in the murder of the 
Lord ! It is no less than to kiss the nails, or hug the 
spear that pierced him. They make that their joy 
which made Christ a man of sorrow! They make 
light of that which made his soul heavy unto death. 
Oh, have I seen my Saviour bleeding to death by 
sin, and shall I live any longer in sin that wounded 
him ? When a temptation to sin is presented, shall 
I ever dispute any more, whether Christ or Barabbas 
shall be preferred ? My lusts denied, or my Lord 
crucified? Whether these sins shall be forsaken 
by me, that made Christ to be forsaken of God? 
Whether that shall be sweet to me, that was so bitter 
and deadly to him? Oh, was my lovely Jesus a 
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man of sorrows all his life and sometimes made to 
say, " My soul is exceeding sorrowful ; " and shall 
not I be sorry for, and abhor those sins that caused 
all his sorrows ? 

Oh may the believing view of Christ's wounds 
and sufferings endured for my sins, kindle the fire of 
love in my soul to Christ Lord, thou art the God 
that was wont to answer thy people by j&re ; Oh pity 
me, and answer my meditations and prayers, by 
kindling the holy fire of love in my heart, and let 
that fire put out the impure fire of my lusts and 
corruptions, and inspire me with holy zeal and ac- 
tivity in thy service. Oh did Christ freely give him- 
self to be a sin-offering for me ; and shall not I give 
myself a thank-offering to him ? Surely it is highly 
reasonable that I should offer myself a living sacri- 
fice to my Redeemer, who offered himself a dying 
sacrifice for my redemption. 



MEDITATION XXXII. 

I AM THE LIVING BREAD THAT CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN. IF 
ANY MAN EAT OF THIS BREAD HE SHALL LIVE FOR EVER. — John 

6: 51. 

Christ crucified is our manna, or heavenly bread 
that preserves the life of the soul, and it is only by 
faith it must be received and eaten. Bread is a 
comprehensive word, including all things necessary 
for this life ; so Christ, our spiritual bread, is a most 
comprehensive blessing, including all we want, see- 
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ing " he is made of God to us, wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption." Again, bread 
is the most necessary thing for our life, and the want 
of it brings the greatest misery; so Christ is the 
most necessary blessing to the soul, and the want of 
him makes a man miserable in time, and through 
eternity. It is a greater misery to have no Saviour 
for the soul, than to have no bread for the body. 
Christ alone is the bread that preserves us from soul 
famine, and nourisheth us to eternal life ; he is the 
bread of life, the living bread. " Lord, give us ever- 
more this bread." 

Bread is called the staff and stay of man's life ; so 
Christ is the staff and stay of spiritual life, he up- 
holds our souls in life. He is the staff that faint and 
weary souls must lean upon in going through this 
wilderness. Yea, Christ our living bread is a staff 
to defend us, and beat off our enemies, and put all 
the hellish host to flight. That was a strange dream 
of one of the Midianites, Judges 7 : 13. " Behold a 
cake of barley bread came tumbling into the host of 
Midian, and smote a tent" Strange! a piece of 
bread to overturn a tent ! Behold this dream made 
good in the sacrament. The bread there, which 
represents Christ, when received with faith upon 
him, wiU tumble into the host of Satan and his lusts, 
these Midianites who vex us with their wiles, strike 
down their tents, and put them all to flight. 

Christ is the bread that came down from heaven, 
of which the Israelites' manna, that God sent mirac- 
ulously from heaven, was an eminent type. That 
manna was God's free gift to the murmuring Israel- 
ites, to preserve them from starving in the deserts, 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

where bread could not be had. This manna was a 
curious grain, that made fine bread, with which God 
furnished them plentifully every morning from the 
clouds, sufficient to satisfy six million men. B«it 
Christ, our spiritual manna, doth far excel thcire, 
though he was resembled by theirs in some things. 
Manna was first ground and beaten, and baked in 
ovens, before it was made bread to them; and so 
the grain which makes our ordinary bread must fee 
threshed and ground betwixt two mill-stones, and 
baked by the force of fire, before we eat it. 86 
Christ, the antitype, was threshed and bruised, and 
ground betwixt the mill-stones of divine justice and 
our sins, and also roasted by the fire of wrath, that 
he might be fit bread for saving our souls ; and sJl 
this we should call to mind, when we make use of 
the bread in the holy supper. 

The Israelites' manna came down to them with 
the dew ; so Christ, with the benefits of his purchase, 
comes to us by the dews and influences of the Holy 
Spirit. Their manna fell round about their tents, and 
every man was firee to gather it ; so every man is 
free to gather our heavenly manna. The Israelites 
behooved to go out of their tents to gather theirs ; so 
God will have us to go forth, and be at pains to get 
our spiritual food. God, who rained manna about 
their tents, could have rained it into their mouths ; 
but he loves not to encourage sloth in his people, but 
would have them at all pains to make sure of Christ 
for their portion. As the Israelites gathered daily, 
so we must be daily going to Christ, and making use 
of him. As they gathered early in the morning, so 
God would have us seeking after Christ in the m<»n- 
ing of our lives. 
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Oh how far doth our heavenly manna excel that 
of the Israelites! Theirs but fed the body, and 
could not preserve them from death at last ; but our 
manna feeds the soul, and nourishes to eternal life, 
and preserves all that eat of it from eternal death. 
Theirs fell not on the Sabbath day ; nor durst they 
go to seek it on that day ; but ours falls every day, 
and double on the Sabbath ; and therefore Qod calls 
us to double our diUgence, in gathering it on the 
Sabbath. Their manna continued only in the wil- 
derness, and ceased when they came to Canaan ; but 
ours continueth for ever, and our fullest enjoyment 
of it is in the heavenly Canaan ; and therefore all 
true Israelites long to be there. 

Oh how lamentable is their foUy, who spend all 
their time and thoughts in seeking bread to their 
bodies, and are careless and indifterent about the 
bread of life to their souls ! All their care is to sup- 
port the clay house, but let the soul starve that in- 
habits it. It is but a short time they can enjoy the 
bread they are so concerned for; the bodies they 
mind so much must be meat for worms, and the 
souls they neglect, a prey to devils ! 

But, whatever others do, may I be wise to provide 
the living bread for my soul, and learn to eat it, and 
make use of it by faith, and especially when I go to 
thQ Lord's table ; for, without faith we can get no 
nourishment, no life nor strength from this heavenly 
bread. Faith is the mouth that eats the bread of 
life, and sucks honey out of the rock. Now, the 
Spirit of God calls faith or believing, an eating, be- 
cause by it we taste the sweetness and excellency of 
Christ, and have great satisfaction in partaking of 
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Christ and his benefits. As by eating, our bodies 
increase in strength and stature, so, by believing, our 
souls grow in grace and spiritual strength, to run in 
God's ways. As by eating, the bread incorporates 
and becomes one with us ; so, by our receiving and 
applying Christ's broken body by faith, he is made 
one with us, and we onfe with him. As by eating 
bread, n^en live upon it, and get support and strength 
for working or journeying ; so believers, by looking 
to, and trusting wholly in the righteousness of 
Christ, and the merit of his blood, feed and receive 
spiritual strength for their work and waifare, and so 
make a progress in their journey to Canaan. 

Oh that I had a spiritual hunger and sharp appe- 
tite for this bread of life, and were desiring and long- 
ing for it, for the support and nourishment of my 
soul, more than a hungry man for bread to his body. 
A hungry man perishing for want of bread, would 
prefer a piece of bread before many bags of gold, if 
both were set before him, and he allowed to make 
his choice ; so the awakened soul that sees his need 
of Christ, prefers him to a whole world ; give him 
never so much of the world's comforts, he is still dis- 
, satisfied without Christ, and says. What will all 
these things avail me, if my starving soul perish 
without the bread of life ? 

I have many arguments to plead with God for this 
bread ; Lord, do not thy free calls and promises bind 
thee to give me it ? Thou hast said, " The needy 
shall not be forgotten." Is not Christ, the bread 
from heaven, the free gift of God to perishing souls ? 
And dost thou not invite those to come and eat of 
it, that have no money or price to give for it ? Lord, 
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thou hadst compassion upon the bodies of men, 
when they had no bread to eat, and didst provide 
bread for five thousand of them by a miracle ; and 
hast thou not as much compassion to starving souls 
that are far more precious. Lord, thou givest natu- 
ral aflFections to earthly parents, and makest them 
pitiful to their children, when they cry for bread, 
so that they cannot shut up their bowels against 
them when hungry, nor will they give them a stone 
instead of bread. And will my heavenly Father, 
who is infinitely more compassionate than the most 
tender parents, refuse the bread of life to starving 
souls, who cry earnestly for it ? Lord, I trust in thy 
mercy, and depend on thy promise, I believe thou 
wilt not let a poor hungry beggar starve and fall 
down at thy door, when there is bread enough in thy 
house, and to spare. Oh cause me to sing with the 
Psalmist, Psahns 13 : 5, " But I have trusted in thy 
mercy, my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation." 
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UPON 



VARIOUS SCRIPTURE TEXTS. 



ADVICE !• 

Comb thou akd all thy house into the abk. — Gen. 7:1. 

As God in his mercy called Noah to come into 
the ark, prepared for him and his household, to save 
him from drowning in the great deluge, so God, by 
the gospel, calls you, O man, to come into the ark, 
" Christ crucified," which he had provided for perish- 
ing sinners, to save them from the deluge of wrath 
that is coming. God hath long forewarned you of 
it ; nay, the flood is beginning to rise, it is time for 
thee to flee to this ark ; beUeve it, there is no other 
way for thy safety. The ark of thy prayers, or of 
thy tears, convictions, or Reformations, will not save 
thee from it ; nothing will do it but the ark Christ. 

As all who were out of Noah's ark perished in the 
flood, so will all perish who are out of Christ. Those 
of the old world, who only came near to the ark, or 
touched the outside of it, perished if they did not 
enter into it; so in like manner will those perish, 
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who only come near Christ, by an outward pro- 
fession, and are not found in him by a true faith. 

As the ark gave a good account of all that entered 
it, and not one of them was lost in the flood; so 
will Christ give a good account at the last day of 
all that fly to him by faith. None shall pluck them 
out of his hand, not one of them shall perish. Christ 
will present them all safe to his Father, "Behold 
here am I, and the children thou hast given me." 

As Noah's ark was accessible, and had a door in 
it for people to enter, so in a crucified Jesus there is 
a door of access opened, even a door of faith, where- 
by poor sinners of the Grentiles may have access to 
Christ, and to God in him. Acts 14 : 27. As Paul 
and Barnabas rehearsed it as glad tidings to the 
church, that " God had opened a door of faith unto 
the Gentiles," so we Grentile sinners should gladly 
receive ihe news. Glory to God in the highest for 
opening this door of faith, and keeping it still open 
to perishing sinners. 

Come then, O Gentile sinner, enter in by this door 
to the ark, and lodge thy soul within it, that thou 
mayest be safe from the flood of wrath that is com- 
ing upon the ungodly world. Grod forbid you be 
found hovering without the ark, until the flood come 
and wash you off from the very sides of it. Oh 
how dismal and cutting will the thought be to you 
through all eternity, that you was so near Christ, 
and within a step of the ark, and sometimes touch- 
ing it, and yet never entered into it ! How sad will 
it be to perish, like the thief upon the cross, with a 
Saviour at your side, and to sink into hell betwixt 
the arms of mercy stretched forth to save you ! Now, 
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poor soul, the ark is near you, flee to it with speed; 
behold, for your encouragement, there is a win- 
dow opened in the side of the ark, and mercy's hand 
is put forth to take in shelterless doves who come to 
it. Now is the time to •bestir yourselves, to come 
into the ark without delay, and so prevent your per- 
ishing in the flood for ever. 

Q. What shall I do to get into the ark? 

A. 1. Be like Noah's dove which he sent forth, 
see that you find no rest for the sole of your foot any- 
where else ; turn your back upon all arks of man's 
devising, they are insufficient to save you from the 
flood. Make not an ark of the absolute mercy of 
God out of Christ, seeing he declares a crucified 
Jesus to be the only channel of his mercy. Make 
not an ark of church privileges, as your good educa- 
tion, admission to sealing ordinances, etc., for the ark 
did not save Shiloh, nor the altar's horns save Joab, 
nor the temple save Jerusalem. Make not an ark 
of your gifts, knowledge, prayers, duties, moral hon- 
esty, or self-righteousness, for the flood, when it 
comes, will dash all these in pieces. Suppose those 
of the old world had built other ships as like the ark 
as possible, or had fled to high towers of their own 
contriving, the deluge would have destroyed them all; 
there was no safety for them but in Noah's ark alone. 
So whatever arks you devise to save you from wrath, 
if a crucified Christ, the ark of God's building, be 
slighted, the flood will ^weep away all your own 
arks, as the " refuge of lies." Isaiah 28 : 17. 

2. Labor to be thoroughly convinced of your mis- 
ery while out of the ark ; and in a deep sense of 
your necessity of getting unto it, break presently 
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over all the bars and hindrances which the devil 
tjasts in your way to stop your entry into the ark, as 
unbelief, sinful pleasures, worldly cares, presump- 
tuous hopes, carnal company, diversions, etc., break 
. resolutely through all these to the ark, as David's 
three mighty men brake through the host of the 
Philistines to the well of Bethlehem; surely your 
arguments for so doing are fax stronger than theirs, 

3, Approve heajrtily the whole contrivance of 
God's ark in all its rooms and stories. Approve 
Christ crucified in his p^son, natures, offices, and 
relations, in his state of humiliation and exaltation. 
Accept of him in them all, subscribe to the whole 
new covenant scheme, as a device worthy of God 
atid of infinite wisdom ; consent to the great end and 
design of it, namely, that self be debased, and free 
grace eternally magnified. 

4. Be frequently essaying faith's flight unto the 
ark, and to the window in the side of it; make 
earnest efforts, like Noah's restless dove, to get in ; 
say oft, like David, Psalms 55 : 6, " Oh that I had 
wings like a dove, for then would I fly away, and be 
at rest." I would hasten my escape from the flood, 
and lodge my soul in one of the rooms of the ark. 
Believing is a work you should be often essaying, 
and though you cannot believe with saving faith, yet 
believe as you can, looking to God for more strength. 
You cannot pray, praise, or sanctify the Sabbath 
aright, yet you aim at these duties as you can ; so, in 
like manner, make honest efforts at believing and 
flying to Christ ; and aim, in his strength, to apply 
his blood, every man to his own soul in particular, 
by an appropriating faith (corresponding to the free 
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gospel offer) and taking home the remedy as his 
own; depending still upon the Spirit's grace who 
will not fail those who trast in him, but assist them 
in making saving application.* 

5. Be willing to part with every thing that would 
compete with Grod's ark, however specious or plau- 
sible a show it may have. Renounce the old cove- 
nant, and all lurking places about Mount Sinai, for 
in none of these you can find safety. Abhor your 
own righteousness for an ark, whatever shape it may 
appear in, and embrace him alone for it, who is " the 
Lord our Righteousness." His righteousness only is 
spotless, perfect, and law-abiding. 

6. Make a surrender of yourself, and all you have, 
to Jesus Christ, to be disposed of by him as be 
pleaseth ; be willing to suffer the loss of all things 
for him, yea, count all things loss and dung that you 
may win the ark, and be found therein when the 
flood cometh. 



* The discriminating reader will perceive that the excellent 
author takes a view of unregenerate doings which was common 
in his day and country, but which subsequent discussions have 
corrected. Now, the ambassadors of God, especially in New 
England, urge upon the unregenerate and unbelievers, the duty 
of immediate submission, repentance, and faith. Believing in their 
natural ability to comply with all the divine commands, they are 
exhorted to submit to God, to repent and believe, that they may 
be saved. For a clear and full discussion of this subject the 
reader is referred to Hopkins' Works, VoL 3, p. 126-128, 132- 
141, 191-497. — JBJrfitor. 
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ADVICE II. 

Behold, i stand at the door and ejtoce. — Rev. 3 : 20-. 

Lost sinner, I bring you good tidings ; the eternal 
Son of God hath undertaken a long journey, and 
endured great sufferings to purchase salvation for 
thee! A dear purchase it is, dear hath it cost him 
to obtain it ! and now he hath brought it the length 
of thy door, and there, O man, Christ is standing 
knocking, and saying, " This day salvation is come 
to this house door," open and take it in. Now, 
can you refuse, O sinner, to take Christ^ s purchased 
salvation, when Christ hath come with it to thy 
very door, even the door of thy heart ? Behold, 
he stands and knocks for entrance ! Open, open, etc. 

The arguments for your opening are strong and 
many : — 

1. Consider at whose door Christ doth stand, even 
at the door of a creature infinitely below him. Oh, 
it is at a beggar's door, that hath nothing to enter- 
tain Christ with when he enters ! yet saith he, Open 
to me, and I will bring in provision with me, and 
make thee a rich feast. It is at the door of a poor 
Lazarus, full of ulcers and sores ; yet, saith Christ, 
open and I will bring in the balm of Gilead, for heal- 
ing all your sores, and costly as it is, it shall cost 
you nothing. It is even at the door of an enemy, 
a mortal enemy, that Christ stands ; you have spoken 
ill of him, thought ill of him, and done iU to him ; you 
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have af&onted him, wounded him, and lodged his trai- 
tors and murderers ; yet, saith Christ, open, and heark- 
en to the offers and terms of reconciliation which I 
have purchased for you with my blood ; they are most 
surprising and safe, easy and honorable. It is at the 
door of Satan's slaves that Christ stands, those who 
have been long drudging at his work and feeding 
upon his husks ; yet, saith Christ, Open to me, and 
I will set you at liberty, and make you God's free 
men and children. Why then will you not open 
and receive him joyfully ? O sinner, stand amazed 
at Christ's condescending goodness, in standing at 
the door of such a smoky cottage, so ill swept, and* 
out of order! Good reason have you to cry out, 
" Lord, I am not worthy thou shouldst come un- 
der my roof;" but, seeing thou humblest thyself 
to visit the unworthy in such a manner, come in, and 
but speak the word, and the house shall be cleansed, 
diseases healed, grievances redressed, and the soul 
made happy. It is highly your interest then to open 
the door, and welcome in your Saviour, who stands 
and knocks for access. 

2. Again, consider who it is that stands at your 
door. It is even the King of Glory, a King of infi- 
nite power and majesty ! And will ye not lift up the 
gates of your souls to this King ? Were it but an 
earthly king that knocked at your door, you would 
soon open and receive him, yea, count it a great 
honor that you had such a person in your house; 
but what are clay kings to " the King of Glory ? " 
To " the prince of the kings of the earth ? " To " our 
great Emmanuel the glorious Plant of renown," the 
Head of the elect world ? Who then would not cast 
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the gates wide open to such a glorious King ? 
Again, he is " the everlasting Father," and the Fa- 
ther of all believers, that stands and knocks! A 
Father full of pity, that follows after his prodigal 
children, and invites them to return to him! And 
will not a child open the door to his father ? Can 
you find in your heart to keep your compassionate 
Father standing at your door ? Nay further, it is 
your husband that knocks, a loving husband, that 
hath suffered much for your cause ; and will not an 
affectionate spouse open and let in her husband? 
Moreover it is your physician that knocks, who 
brings healing medicines for all your diseases, by 
which he hath cured many thousands before now! 
And will not a sick and dying man let in such a 
physician ? Open, O sinner, why will you die ? 

3. Consider Christ? s patience and longsuffering at 
your door, he doth not knock and then go away as 
one indifferent whether you open or not ; no, he 
knocks and stands still ; he stands and knocks again, 
and that after many repulses ! No beggar wanting 
an ahns would stand so long at our doors, as Christ 
stands at a beggar's door, not seeking to take from 
him, but to give unto him. Oh wonder at his good- 
ness and long patience ! Behold he that hath a throne 
of glory to sit upon, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand to bow before him, is willing, O sinner, to 
stand at thy door ! yea, he stands whilst thou dost 
lie in the bosom of thy lusts. He stands without, 
whilst his enemies are let in and allowed to possess 
the best seats ! He stands at the door, while Satan 
is let in and gets the easy chair ! Oh wonderful 
patience ! That Christ after so many affironts and 
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repulses, and after seeing enemies preferred before 
him, should continue to stand at your door and 
knock ! But O sinner, do not try his patience too 
much, nor provoke him too long; for, observe the 
text, he now stands, he is on his feet ready to 
go away ; the knock will be given that will prove 
the last, and thou knowest not but the present 
knock may be it, do not then delay to c^n one 
moment longer. 

4. Consider Christ's earnest desire to be let into 
your heart, he not only stands at the door, but ba 
knocks ; yea, knocks loud and knocks often, to con* 
vince you of his earnestness. Many a loud knock 
doth he give, by his calls and invitations in Ms 
Word, " Come unto me, open unto me, look unto 
me." Many a knock gives he by his promises to 
you, I will come in, I will sup with you, I will ease 
you, heal you, enlighten you, manifest myself to you, 
etc. Many a knock gives he by his threatenings of 
wrath and vengeance against those who shut their 
doors against him. Many a knock gives he by your 
own conscience, and by his own Spirit, raising con- 
victions, inclination, desires, and purposes within your 
heart to bring you to a Saviour. And many a rap 
and knock doth he give at your door on sacrament 
occasions. Then it is he knocks aloud with his 
nailed hands and pierced feet, and stands at your 
door with his wounds open, his blood streaming, and 
his garments dyed with blood. And all this to show 
his earnestness to be let into your heart. Open then 
to Christ, O sinner, whUe he is knocking, be assured 
he will not knock always, this may possibly be the 
last day of the Spirifs knocks and strivings with 
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thee ; so that if you refuse to open at this present 
knock, God may strike you dead and senseless all 
your life, clap a seal on the door that it shall never 
open; you may hear ministers knock after this, 
but never hear God's Spirit knock again; and 
" Wo unto you, if he depart from you." Remem- 
ber, O man, for as many knocks as God gives at 
your door, he keeps an exact account of them all, 
and will reckon them all up to you at the judgment- 
seat. And can you think he will open heaven to you 
tten, who will not open your heart to him now ! No, 
no ; his ear will be deaf to you hereafter, as yours is 
to him now. Bead and believe that terrible word, 
Prov. 1 : 24, etc. 



ADVICE III. 

Xp any man HEAB my voice, and open the door, I WILL COMB 

IN AND SUP WITH HIM. — Rev. 3 : 20. 

Great and precious are the promises which Christ 
makes to them who hearken to his voice, and open 
tiieir hearts to receive him, in all his offices ; I will 
oome in, and bring all the benefits of my purchase 
with me to entertain and feast that soul, even par- 
don, peace, Ught, Ufe, grace, and glory. 

1. Observe, the duty called for, is to hear Christ's 
voice, and open the door to him, that is to accept 
his free gospel offers, and heartily acquiesce in the 
gospel method of a sinner's reconciliation and justi- 
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fication through the righteousness of our glorious 
Emmanuel, and willingly receive and submit to him 
as our prophet, priest, and king. What is the preach- 
ing of the gospel, but Christ's charming voice calling 
lost sinners home to himself? What is it but 
Christ's following them with invitations and entrea- 
ties to come to him and live ? This is Christ's voice^ 
which he would have sinners to hear, come, and live ; 
though they generally refuse to do it! Oh, what 
condemned malefactor would refuse to hear the voice 
of his sovereign offering him his life, ^s condemned 
sinners do ? John 6 : 40 ; "Ye wiU not come to me 
that ye might have life." Yet behold, after many 
refusals, he follows his offers with arguments, strong 
arguments to prevail with sinners, and after the 
greatest obstinacy he is loth to break off his treaty 
with them, Hos. 11 : 8, " How shall I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? Why will ye die ? " What reason can 
you give for refusing life, or for choosing death ? 

2. Observe, who it is that Christ calls to hear his 
voice, and open their doors to him ; it is not this or 
that man only, or any particular sort of men ; it is 
"any man," every one that sits under the gospel 
" If any man will hear my voice, and open the door," 
saith Christ, " I will come in." " If any will open," 
be he old man or young man, " I will come in." If 
the greatest sinner, the most crimson-colored sinner 
will open, " I will come in," " Any man ; " if the 
swearer will open, if the Sabbath breaker, if the mur- 
derer, if the drunkard, if the unclean, if the thief, the 
cheat, if the liar, if the mocker, if the prayerless man, 
if the man that hates God and godliness wUl open 
to me, " I will come in and sup with him." Oh 
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what encouragement doth this word, " If any man," 
give to every sinner to fly to Christ ! If any man, 
whoever he be, whatever he hath done, if he will 
welcome me, receive me in the gospel offers I will 
come in to him. 

3. Observe, Christ requires sinners to open the 
door, that he may come in to teach them ; however 
unable they be, this is their duty, they must labor, 
and use all means to do it, and look up to him for 
strength. He will have the sinner's consent, and the 
soul made willing to receive him. Oh then cast 
open the door, open it wide, receive Christ wholly, 
receive him without reserve, open before him the two- 
leaved gates, not the wicket, or one leaf only, but 
both leaves of the door. Let Christ have the full 
and free consent of the soul, and abundant entrance 
into it. There are some resolving to open the door 
to Christ, others, perhaps, are beginning to open it. 
Oh let them not halt in doing. With some the door 
is half open, and there they stop. They are almost, 
but not altogether Christians. O almost Christian, 
why do you halt? Why would you lose all the 
pains you have been at ? A little more would cast 
the door wide open, and make you an altogether 
Christian. Go then a little further, O sinner, to save 
your souL Open to Christ all the powers and facul- 
ties of your soul. Open to him fully here, as you 
would have him to open freely to you hereafter. Oh, 
what mean you to open to Christ only by halves ? 
the half open door will be ready to go too again ; 
and alas ! if so, it may never open for the future. 
Let it be your concern, then, to go a little further 
than the almost Christian, and rest not in fair be- 
ginnings. 
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4. Observe, how great the advantage is of open- 
ing the door to Christ. Why ? I will come into the 
housej saith he, even the Mend of sinners, the Sang 
of Glory will come in, the best guest that ever came 
anto a poor man's house ; how honorable, how prof- 
itable, how happy and blessed must such a visit be! 
Q* For what end will Christ come in ? A. He will 
come in to enlighten the house: for the soul is a 
dark dungeon whUe Christ is shut out. He will 
come in to adorn and enrich the soul with the orna- 
ments and treasures of his grace ; he will come in to 
reign in the soul, and pull down the tyrant that hath 
long oppressed you. As in the text, he will come in 
and Buj) with you, and cause you to sup with him ; 
and because you have no fitting provision in the 
house, he will bring it with him. And oh how rare 
arc Christ's dainties, his hidden manna, the fruits of 
the tree of life, and grapes of Canaan, the bread that 
conies down from heaven! How excellent is the 
water of life ! One drop of it would be an everlast- 
ing sjiring in thy soul, that would keep thee from 
thii'stiiig after the creature any more. What a rich 
feast are the graces of the Spirit quickened to a live- 
ly exercise ! What a blessed feast is a pardon of 
BiUj peace with justice, peace with the law, and in- 
terest in Christ's purchase, intimations of Christ's 
lovcj gospel promises applied, communion with God, 
views of eternal Ufe, wellgrounded hopes of immor- 
tal glory! etc. Oh how precious and delicate are 
these gospel rarities which are set before you on the 
communion table, and freely tendered to every one 
that opens the door to Christ! Who would not wel- 
come such a guest that brings such glorious provis- 
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ions with him? Had poor sinners spiritual appe- 
tites sharpened for Christ's feast, there would not be 
so many shut doors against him. 

6. Observe, how solemnly Christ oflFers these gos- 
pel blessings to you, with a " behold, I stand," etc 
Christ takes witnesses upon it, witnesses against the 
refusers. Behold, ye angels, and witness for me how 
kind and bountiful my offers are to Adam's rebel- 
lious children! Behold, ye ministers, and witness 
against those who shut me out. Behold, ye stones 
and timbers of the house, ye elements and commun- 
ion tables, bear witness for me and against them ! 
Behold, ye fellow communicants and hearers, bear 
witness one against another that I knocked, I called, 
I knocked loud, I knocked long, but ye kept your 
doors bolted against me. It is a melancholy thought 
for ministers to entertain, that they will one day be 
brought in as witnesses against those who shut out 
their Saviour ; but when called, they must witness 
against such, though never so dear to them, now, that 
Christ called, but they refused ; he made kind and 
large offers, but they regarded them not. Oh, then, 
let every soul set about sweeping and washing all 
the rooms, and cast open all the doors, as wide as 
they can, to the King of Glory, and receive him with 
acclamation and praise. Take the crown off the 
head of self, and put it on the head of Christ, as- 
cribing all the glory of your salvation to him, and 
nothing to freewill or your own doings. 

15* 
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ADVICE IV. 

COMS, EAT OF MT BBEAB, AJTD DRINK OF THE WINE^ ETC. — ' 

Prov. 9 ; 5. 

Christ is the wisdom of Grod, who hath made rich 
provision for his people, and hath set it before them 
in the ordinance of the Lord's supper, even Christ 
crucified, with all the fruits of his purchase. " His 
fleeh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed." 
The fruits we feast upon are " pardon and peace, 
rigbteousness and grace, the assurance of Grod's love, 
the consolations of his Spirit, the promisee of the gos- 
pel/' and all the earnests and pledges of eternal lif8« 
To this feast starving souls are invited, to feed by 
faith upon these provisions applying them to them- 
selves, and taking the comfort of them. 

Bread and wine are chosen as fit resemblances of 
his spiritual feast As bread and wine serve to pre- 
serve our natural life, and to strengthen and cheer us 
when weak or fainting; so Christ crucified, appre- 
hended by faith, preserves our spiritual life, and pro- 
cures eternal life, strengthens weak believers, and 
cheers drooping souls. As bread and wine incorpo- 
rate with our bodies, so Christ by his Spirit dwdla 
in us, and we by faith and love dwell in him. As 
bread and wine satisfy our hunger and thirst, so 
those, who by faith lay hold and partake of Christ's 
flesh and blood, shall no more hunger or thirst after 
earthly things. Bfead is the most necessary thing 
in the world, hence called the staff of life, it up- 
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holds our lives; so Christ is the mercy of mer- 
cies, the most useful and necessary blessing to pre- 
serve our starving souls. Christ is the staff of life 
indeed to believing communicants, a staff that sup- 
ports you, a staff that defends you, a staff that will 
beat off all your enemies. There is no bread like 
this ! " I am the bread of life," saith Christ. 

We read. Judges 7 : 13, of a dream of one of the 
Midianitish host; he dreamed, when Gideon was 
coming upon them, that a cake of barley bread came 
tumbling into the host of Midian, and smote a tent 
that it fell to the ground. Strange ! a piece of bread 
overturn a tent ! Behold the interpretation of that 
dream in the holy sacrament! Here a piece of 
bread, if eaten by faith, that will invade the Midian- 
itish host of the devil, and the lusts of the flesh, strike 
dbwn all their tents, and put them to flight Come, 
then, eat of this bread believingly, and take faith's 
view of Christ's body represented by it, as bruised 
and broken by your sins ; this will weaken their 
power, and turn your heart against them, and make 
you resolve that these enemies of Christ shall not 
live. If the sight of Caesar's bloody robe incensed 
the Romans against the murderers who slew him, 
much more a sight of Christ's wounds and bruises 
In the sacrament, should excite you to hate and 
kill sin, and revenge Christ's death upon this cruel 
murderer. 

Again, would you have strength for your wilder- 
ness journey, and for the temptations and trials you 
meet with, before you have occasion of another sac- 
rament ? come, eat of this bread that strengtheneth 
the hearts of men. Here is food more substantial. 
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durable, and nourishing, than Elijah's cake baked on 
the coals, and his cruse of water provided for him 
by the angel; and yet it is said, he "went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights,'* 
until he came to Horeb, the mount of God, 1 Kings 
19 : 7, 8. There we find Elijah twice awakened by 
the angel, that he might take a double meal. " Arise 
and eat, for thy journey is long." So God may be 
saying to thee, O Christian traveller, arise and eat 5 
awake, O faith, awake, O spiritual appetite, thy 
journey may be long; take a good meal, you know 
not what hills you have to climb, what winds and 
storms may blow in thy face, before another occa- 
sion of this sort Satan's storms may blow and 
death's storm may blow, so that you may not see 
another table like this, till you come to the mount of 
God above. This is the same bread the glorified 
saints feed on in heaven. Christ is the manna that 
came down firom heaven to feed perishing souls. 
The Israelites' manna was a type of Christ, and 
hence called spiritual bread, 1 Cor. 10 : 4. 

The manna was fireely given to them, and fell every 
morning round their tents, and aU of them were free 
to gather it, and there was enough for the whote 
camp ; so Christ is God's free gift, and in him is a 
fuhiess of grace for the whole believing world, and 
e%ery gospel hearer is free to gather it, though in- 
deed the morning of our lives is the most proper 
gathering time. There was a memorial of this 
manna preserved in the ark, so is there of Christ in 
the Lord's supper, as the food of our souls. Manna 
was ground in a mill, or beaten in a mortar, and 
baked in an oven, before it was fit for food; so 
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Christ was braised and ground by his sufferings, and 
scorched in the fiery oven of his Father's wrath^ that 
he might become a fit Saviour and fit food for our 
souls. 

But Christ crucified infinitely excels the Israelites* 
manna. Theurs was peculiar to themselves, but 
Christ is firee to both Jews and Gentiles; theirs 
ceased when they came to Canaan, but ours contin- 
ues for ever, and is enjoyed most fully in the Canaan 
above ; theirs only preserved a natural life, but ours 
gives a spiritual and eternal life. Oh come, then, 
eat of this heavenly bread, when set before you in 
plenty, with hunger and desire, blessing God for it, 
saying, " Lord, evermore give us this bread. " Come 
with spiritual appetites and purified hearts. The 
Israelites' manna was laid up in the ark, and kept in 
a golden pot, to teach you to cleanse your heaxts 
firom sin and corruption, that they may be fit to 
lodge Jesus Christ, our heavenly manna. K the 
vessels which contain the sacramental bread were 
foul or polluted, you would censure it as most inde- 
cent ; but much more unbecoming is it, to receive 
Christ into a foul heart. 

Come to this table with humility, and a deep 
sense of your ill deservings, acknowledging that the 
least crumb of this bread wiU be a great mercy to 
such an unworthy creature ! " Truth, Lord, I am a 
dog," vile and polluted, yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from the children's table ! May I 
plead for a crumb for thy firee mercy's sake. Oh, I 
am unworthy of the common bread that is set upon 
my own table, much more of the heavenly bread 
that is set upon thine ! Instead of bread thou mayest 
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give a stone ; instead of a smile, a frown ; instead of 
the cup of the New Testament, thou mayest put a 
cup of wrath and trembling in my hand. But thy 
free grace, and large offers, encourage me to wait 
and hope, that " the needy shall not be forgotten, and 
the expectation of the poor shall not perish." 

Come with a lively faith to receive and eat, not 
only of the bread of life, but also to receive tiie 
bread, the Lord, your Emmanuel in person, and 
make use of him in all his oflBices. Come eat with 
love and thankfulness to him that was willing to be 
beaten, bruised, ground, and scorched, that he might 
be bread for nourishing of starving souls. Receive 
this bread of heaven thankfully as a distinguishing 
blessing, which is not granted to all indifferently ; for 
as God rained manna from heaven upon the Israel- 
ites, so he rained down fire and brimstone upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 



ADVICE V. 

Comb near to me, i am joseph tour brother, whom you 
SOLD. — Gen. 45 : 4. 

Joseph was an eminent type of Christ; thcHigh 
hated, sold, and cruelly used by his brethren, yet he 
still loved them, forgave them, and laid out himself 
for their preservation and happiness. Though Christ 
be Lord of heaven and earth ; yet, O believing com- 
municants, he owns himself as your brother, " bone 
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of your bone, and flesh of your flesh ; " nay, he is not 
ashamed to call you brethren, " Go, tell my brethren," 
said he, to Mary, Matt. 28: 10. Though you be 
mean and low, and Christ highly raised, yet his ex- 
altation doth not cause him to forget his poor friends 
below ; he still owns them as his brethren. He is, 
indeed, the elder brother, and heir of all things, yet 
he is pleased to adopt his younger brethren into his 
right, and make them jointrheirs with him of the 
inheritance above. As Joseph was most conde- 
scending to his poor brethren, though he was lord 
over all the land; so is Christ. As they did not 
know Joseph, until he told them, I am Joseph your 
brother; so neither do we know Christ until he dis- 
cover himself to us. As Joseph seemed to deal 
roughly with his brethren at first, to make them 
remember the injuries they did him ; yet in the mean 
•time he loved them, gave them food, and afterwards 
spoke kindly to them. So Christ at first takes ways 
to humble his people, and make them sensible of 
their sin ; yet at the same time he secretly supports 
them, and at length brings in consolation to them, 
saying, " I am Jesus your brother, it is I, be not 
afraid." Come near to me, said Joseph, in a kind 
and familiar way to his brethren ; so Christ saith to 
you, draw near to me with a sincere heart, and I 
will manifest myself unto you, as a loving brother. 

But if you would have the gracious intimations 
of his favor, you must first be humbled for the 
wrongs you have done him. You have dealt treach- 
erously and inhumanly with Christ, as Jacob's sons 
did with their brother Joseph! These sold their 
brother for twenty pieces of silver; but, ah! have 
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not some of you sold Jesus, your brother, for less, 
even for some vile lust or filthy pleasure? Nay, 
have you not murdered him by your sins ? As Cain 
slew his innocent brother openly in the field; so 
your sins have openly nailed Jesus to the cross, in 
the fields without Jerusalem, and shed his blood like 
water on the ground. Oh how can you answer for 
such horrid cruelty to your innocent brother? How 
can you look him in the face, after all you have done 
against him ? What feeling have you of the injuries 
you have done him ? Are you deeply humbled, and 
heartily grieved for them ? Then I have good news 
to tell you, you have to do with a most loving and 
forgiving brother; though you have betrayed him, 
sold him, wounded him, murdered him, yet he is 
willing to forget and forgive all to the humble paii- 
teot ; " Come near to me," saith he, " I am Joseph 
your brother," stand not at a distance, but come near 
me by faith and prayer, embrace me in the sacrament, 
and I will give you a sealed pardon of all your crimes ; 
I will give you all the good things of the land, far 
excelling the richest firuits of Egypt, even my own 
body and blood, with all the spiritual and eternal 
blessings purchased thereby. 

Object . But alas ! I have dealt so basely and 
treacherously with my brother Joseph, I have no 
confidence to go and meet him, I am afraid he will 
&own on me. 

Answer. He has indeed good ground to do it, but 
he is full of tenderness, and pity to penitents, and 
most ready to forgive. Let me advise you to imi- 
tate Jacob when going to meet his brother Esau, 
whose wrath he very much dreaded. He carried 
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]»resents along with him to his brother. In like 
manner do yoi;^ take presents along with you, such 
as, 1. A broken, contrite, and humbled heart, " a 
broken heart he will not despise." 2. Take faith 
with you, and the stronger it is, it will be the more 
agreeable present to Christ; put a firm trust and 
confidence in his blood. Take with you a firm pur- 
pose and resolution, in the strength of your brother, 
not to betray or wound him any more, and seal 
a covenant with him upon these terms. 4. Take 
with you a sincere heart and purpose of imitating 
your brother, and studying conformity to him. 
" Learn of me," saith he, " for I am meek and lowly 
in heart." These presents would be most acceptable 
to your grieved and offended brother. But seeing 
you have nothing of your own, cry. Lord, give them 
first to me, and I will offer them unto thee. 

What condescension is this, that Christ, the King 
of kings, should say to all believers. Ye are my 
brethren and sisters! Who would not desire to 
stand in this honorable relation to an earthly king, 
&ad fax more to the King of Glory ! Would ye have 
him then for our brother to own us, succor and sym- 
pathize with us in all our troubles, let us forthwith 
embrace him by faith, as he is tendered to us in the 
large and firee offers of the gospel, and then the rela- 
tion is presently made up. Oh how inviting and 
alluring is that word, I am Jesus your brother! It 
should conquer the most stubborn will, and make 
every unbelieving heart to receive him like Thomas, 
and say, " My Lord, and my God." 

Let every believer in distress come like the bee, 
and suck honey from this flower, I am Jesus, your 
•16 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 

lirother ; " be not afraid, it is L" Do not mistake me 
for liii enemy in any of my dealings with you ; it is 
Ij your brother, that means you no harm. It is I 
ihat loves you, and laid down my life for you ; it is 
I who by my blood purchased and sanctified afflic- 
tions to you, to work for your good. It is I that 
doth all things well, and have infinite wisdom and 
love to order every dispensation for your interest and 
benefit. It was I that sweat blood for you in the 
garden, was spit upon and buffeted in the High- 
Priest's hall, and nailed for you to the cross, and all 
to purchase eternal happiness and glory for my 
aOlieted brethren. I am Jesus your brother, " Be- 
hold my hands and my feet." It is I that died and 
rose again for you, and have ascended to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your Grod ; and 
have gone up to prepare a place for you. It is I that 
sit at the helm, and have all power given to me. It 
is I that am faithful and true, I have the same ten- 
der heart and yearning bowels for you I had on earth. 
It is I that never failed any that trusted in me. It is 
Jesus your brother, still the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever. Be not afraid in trouble, it is I your 
dear Irieud and brother; come near to me in the 
daily exercise of faith. Come near and close to me 
at my table, and take a narrow look at my womids, 
and draw consolation from them. Behold the 
wounds in my hands, and the wounds in my feet, 
which were made to bring you back from heU to 
heaven. Behold the wound in my side, and look 
into my heart, and see it panting with love, and do 
not queation your brother's love to you any more. 
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ADVICE VL 

A CERTAIN KING MADE A HABBIAGE FOB HIS SON. — Matt. 22 : 2. 

The gospel covenant, is a marriage covenant be- 
twixt Christ and believers; a surprising marriage 
this, and yet a marriage of God's making. Won- 
derfcd ! The great God is content to give his dear 
Son in marriage to fallen Adam's daughter, that was 
become a slave to the devil ! Yea, he hath drawn 
up the contract, and all the articles of it. Christ the 
bridegroom hath cheerfully subscribed the contract, 
he dipt the pen in his own blood on the cross, and 
put his hand to it in the view of God, angels, men, 
and all the world. Now the bridegroom wants your 
consent to the marriage contract, and he hath long 
been courting you to subscribe it Some of you 
have often been, purposed to do it ; yea, taken the 
pen in your hand ; but, upon some small temptation, 
have stopt and thrown by the pen. This day 
Christ hath set a tryst with you to conclude the bar- 
gain, and his ambassadors are come, in his name, to 
spread the contract before you with all its articles. 
Well, then, « Will you go with this man ? " Will 
you put your hand to the contract ? 

sinners, you have no reason to be shy in this 
matter, you have nothing to be vain of, you are mean 
born ; you are loathsome lepers, you are deformed, 
black, and have no beauty ; you are cripples, cannot 
walk, unless Christ lift you; you are drowned in 
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debt, many old Bcares hath Christ to clear for you, if 
he match with you. Oh, who would make love to 
such a wretched creature ! Yet, behold, here is onie 
that is fairer than the sons of men, of the blood-roj^ 
of heaven, the heir of all things, courting you! Be 
astonished, O ye heavens, at iiiis match ! One infi- 
nitely rich with a beggar, the heir of heaven with the 
heir of hell, the beauty of heaven and earth with a 
deformed negro ! But if the bridegroom be contei^ 
why should you stick ? Can you give any reason 
for your refusal or delay ? Now the God of heaven 
is calling you to sign and seal a marriage contract 
with his Son, and that before all the persons of 
the glorious Trinity, before the elect angels,, before 
Christ's ambassadors, and before all tlie congregation, 
witnesses thereto. There have been many meetingB 
heretofore, about this grand a&ir, to no eiTect. The 
world, Satan, and the flesh have formerly broke off ihe 
treaty ; forbid it, Lord, that they do it this day* Ob, 
that the long spoke of match, betwixt a crucified 
Jesus and lost souls, may hold at last This may 
be the last offer Christ will make ; it may be now or 
never with you. Lay your hand to your heart, then, 
and consider well before you refuse. 

Come take another view of this beautiful bridel- 
groom. Behold how delicate his complexion iB, 
" he is white and ruddy ; " white, in regard of his 
innocence, ruddy in his bloody passion. Oh how 
peerless is his person! how ravishing his be&uty; 
how charming his voice! how stately his goings! 
how fragrant his garments! They smell of aloes, 
myrrh, and cassia ! Search all the world, you can- 
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not find his equaL One glimpse of him is enough 
to ravish men. and angels. " His locks are black and 
bushy as ihe raven, his lips are like lilies, dropping 
sweet-smelling myrrh, his legs as pillars of marble, 
set upon sockets of fine gold; his countenance is as 
licbanon, excdlent as the cedars ; yea, he is alto- 
gether lovely ! '^ Now, can you refuse such a lovely 
; person, especially when you think how he loved you, 
.so as to suffer a cruel and bloody death for you, and 
rto s^id his portraiture with the marks of his wounds 
to be put in your hands at his holy tabl^ and all to 
win your hearth Come, view and remember the 
many wounds he received for you, by the thorns which 
pierced his head, by the pincers that plucked his 
hair^ by the scourges that tore his back, by the nails 
that pierced his hands and feet, and by the spear that 
opened his side ! Surely these wounds do not mar 
his beauty to the eye of faith ; nay, though he be all 
over wounded, mangled, and bleeding, yet to a be- 
liever he is still "white and ruddy, the chiefest 
among ten thousand, fairer than all the sons of 
men." 

Certainly th^ bridegroom must be in earnest, when 
he comes, in his marriage robes to win backward 
hearts, when he puts on his dyed garments, and is 
red in his apparel ; when he displays his glory, brings 
the marriage contract in his hand, spreads it on the 
i^mmunion table, and calls all who love him to sign 
it. Oh that many were made willing, in the day of 
his power, to go into all the articles of his marriage 
covenant, saying. My heart is now content to go 
with the man Christ ; I consent to all his terms, he 
is " My Lord and my God," my glorious Emman- 

16* 
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uel; " my beloved is mine, and I am his." Q. I 
would know partienlarly what he requires on my 
part of the contract, that I may distinctly close with 
him? A, He would have you, 1. Convinced of 
your sinking and perishing state while you stand 
upon the old bottom of a covenant of works, and 
willing to leave it, and leap from it, and cleave to a 
covenant of grace, and a borrowed righteousness for 
all the ground of your hope. 2. He would have you 
humbled and grieved for your long slighting his kind 
offers by your unbelief, and for your preferring 
Satan's drudgery to his service. 3. Give up all 
other lovers, and those that would rival it with 
Christ, such as sin, the world, and the law; seH- 
righteousness must be renouiiced and parted with ; 
you must break league with all Christ's enemies. 4. 
Accept of Christ as your husband, receive him in aH 
his offices, rest and depend on him alone for right- 
eouBness, strength, and salvation. 6. Give away 
yourBclves, soul and body to Christ, resign your will 
to his will, and surrender aU you have to his dispo- 
sal. 6. Resolve and vow in Christ's strength, to cru- 
cify sin, and walk with him in all the ways of new 
obedience. 7. Engage to be true and faithful to 
your husband, and never to retract. 8. Keep up the 
remembrance of your husband's coming at the last 
day to take you home to himself, and b^ always in 
readiness to go forth to meet him. The bride- 
groom is ready long since, and wiU soon rend these 
clouds to meet you in the air, and send his angels 
to bring you up to him ; " Therefore be ye also 
ready." 

Oh why doth he delay his coining ; what stops the 
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wheels of his diariot ? Surely it is not because he is 
unready, but because you are not ready. All the 
. elect are not yet brought in to him and he is deter- 
mined not to want one of them. Oh, then, be provid- 
ing for the marriage day all proper furniture, robes, 
jewels, rings, and ornaments, against the time that 
Christ and you take up house together in heaven. 
Be sure to go to Christ for your plenishing, forright- 
eousness, and for all the graces of the Spirit In the 
mean time, take home with you the marriage con- 
tract, the precious promises which Christ hath sub- 
scribed with his blood. Be often looking into it, aiid 
viewing your bridegroom's handwriting and engage- 
ment. His writing is fair and beautiful, let not Satan 
or unbelief cast blots upon it to deface it; keep it 
fair and legible, and draw all your comforts from it ; 
yoixr husband is faithful and will keep his word. 



ADVICE VII. 

Behold and see, the lord hath afflicted me in the day 

OF HIS FIEBCE ANGEB. — Lam. 1 : 12. 

With far better ground may Christ make use of 
these words of his Church, and call us to behold his 
sufferings for us under the fierce anger of God, in 
the day when " it pleased the Lord to bruise him, 
and put him to grief" in our stead. Isa. 53: 10. 
Many things did he suffer from men and devils ; but 
his afflictions and bruises from the immediate hand 
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of Grod, taking vengeance for the elect's sins, were 
far more heavy. His soul sufferings were the most 
afflicting of all others. Let every communicant con- 
sider these with suitable aifeetions. 

Behold not only the bufFetings, scourgings, wound- 
ings, and cruel mockings your lovely Jesus endured 
from men, the instruments of God's justice ; but 
especially what he suffered in his soul by the deser- 
tion or dereliction of Grod the Father, whereby the 
gracious influences and comforts from the divine to 
the human nature of Christ were suspended for a 
time, and a black cloud of wrath overwhelmed him, 
so that no light appeared to him ; which made him 
cry out, " My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me ? " Nay at this time he had a torrent of wrath 
flowing in upon his soul, and the most dreadful 
impressions of his Father's anger, and the law's 
curse, which fell upon him for man's sin, when he 
was made a curse for us, that it cast him into a fit 
of sore amazement, terrible agony, and a sweat of 
blood. The fire of wrath raging in his soul affected 
his body so, that it dried up his strength and moist' 
ure as a potsherd, and made his tongue cleave to 
his jaws. He held his peace under all his sufferings 
from men, and opened not his mouth; but when 
God's immediate wrath fell heavily on him, then he 
cried out It is said, " He put up prayers and sup- 
plications, with strong crying and tears," Heb. 5 : 7. 
Yet God would not spare him, nor abate him one 
stripe or farthing of the debt ; let him cry never so 
loud, justice was inexorable ; he must satisfy to the 
fulL 

Oh ! can you see the great Emmanuel substitute 
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in your room or steiad ; God acting against him as 
an inexorable judge ; Jehovah running upon him as 
a giant, not only withdrawing his countenance, and 
all feeling of his lovingjkindness from him, but mak- 
ing him the butt of his envenomed arrows, and not 
be filled with admiration at Christ's love and sorrow 
for your sins, which brought such a storm of wrath 
upon him! Oh how sad were the bruises! How 
deep were the wounds ! How wide the gashes ! and 
how heavy the blows he got from the sword of jus- 
tice for our sins; the sword was furbished and 
awakened by justice to the ex;ecution. Oh how 
heavy wpie the blows our surety got from this awak- 
ened sword in the garden of Grethsemane, which made 
hia "soul exceeding sorrowfuL" Behold and see 
how. patiently he drank the bitter cup of God's wrath 
for you, " the poison whereof drank up his spirits," 
and made his blood to boil in his veins, and burst 
through his body ! He sweat without any outward 
fire or heat, and bled without any external wound ! 
Behold his garments dyed red, and the ground where 
he lay all bedewed with his precious blood ! Behold 
him broken with breach upon breach, till all the 
billows of divine vengeance went over him, so that 
he fell to the ground, was covered with blood, and 
overwhelmed with wrath ! Behold and see, if there 
be any sorrow like his sorrows ! 

It is said, Mark 14 : 33, " He began to be sore 
amazed and very heavy!" Which shows what a 
load and pressure of wrath his soul lay under, that 
put him in an agony that still increased more and 
more, like the waters in Ezekiel's vision, still deeper 
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and deeper, from the ancles to the knees, fill they 
became waters to swim in; yea, swelled into an 
ocean that would have overwhelmed the whole elect 
world. It is recorded of Abxaham, when offering his 
sacrifice, Qen. 15 : 12, " That in the evening, lo ! an 
horror of great darkness fell upon him." This was 
verified much mare of Christ in the evening before 
this passion in the garden. Then a terrible horror 
of great darkness fell upon Christ's soul, which made 
him exceeding heavy and sore amazed, at the pros- 
pect of the sea of wrath that was coming upon him, 
while the Father was hiding his face from him. Oh 
how great the anguish of Christ's mind at this 
time, when he found himself pressed and bruised be- 
twixt the mill-stone of God's justice and our sins ? 
Which pressure made him sweat without heat, and 
bleed without woxmd ! Ah ! the fire, the heat, the 
wounds were inward, even in his soul ! O commttnir 
cantSybehold and see Christ's sorrows for you, nothing 
can be more acceptable to Christ than often to medi- 
tate thereon with admiration and love. If any of you 
had lost a hand, or even a finger, in rescuing your 
friend from an enemy, you would expect he would 
be ever mindful of the favOT and never foi^t you. 
But, oh ! what is this to the sufferings of the Son of 
God for you ; He hath lost not a hand, but his heartf s 
blood; yea, the favor and countenance of God fwr 
you for a time. He left his glorious throne in heaven, 
and stooped to become a man, a poor man, a man 
of sorrows, a deserted man, and a dead man for you. 
Nay he was willing to be made a curse for you, and 
to take a dreadful load of wrath upon his innocent 
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soul ; ye% infinitely more than any damned soul in 
hjell can bear* Let the surprising love of Christ fill 
your soul with wonder, and kindle a flame of love in 
your soul to him. 

Again, meditate on Christ's sorrows with deep sor- 
row for sin the cause thereof. Bdieve tiiat amazing 
word, Isaiah 53 : 6, " He was Wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." Let the 
sound of it never go out of your ears ; say, oh ! my 
sins were the thorns which pierced his head, the nails 
which pierced his hands, and the spear which pierced 
his side. My cursed sins put liie Lord of life to a 
cruel death, they wounded him more than all his other 
enemies. When my dear Lord was in the garden, 
no Judas, no Pilate, no Jew nor Gentile was there, 
to pause his amazing horror of soul, and his fearfal 
swe^t of blood ; but, oh ! my unbelief, my pride, my 
cari^ality, my hypocrisy, and other sins were: there, 
and with their weight pressed him to the ground, 
and brought that agony and sweat upon him. Oh, 
that my head were waters, that I might weep a flood 
of tears for my sins. 

La$tly[, Abhor sin as the greatest evil and never 
have slight thoughts of it any more ; can you behold 
your agonizing Saviour under a burden of wrath, 
and hear him complaining of the burning heat and 
thirst which the fire of justice created within him ! 
Can you hear his cries and roarings under the bruises 
and anguish of his soul, and not be convinced of the 
evil and demerit of sin! Can that sit light upon 
your soul, which sat so heavy upon Christ's soul? 
Oh what desperate malignity must there be in that, 
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which could not be expiated without eutAx a costly 
sacrifice! Look on them as fools who make a sport 
of sin, which cost the Son of God so much soul 
travail and inward horror. Never yield any more to 
the temptations of sin, winch cost so dear before it 
could be forgiven. 



ADVICE VIII. 

Thby were exceeding sorrowful, and began evert one to 
SAT, LORD, IS IT I? — Matt. 26: 22. 

It was a commendable exCTcise of Christ's disci« 
plea, before partaking of the holy supper, to be 
searching themselves, and looking inward with h(rfy 
suspicion upon their own hearts, especially wh€3:t 
Christ had told them there was a traitor among them^ 
and at the same time looking up to him that is om* 
ni sclent, to assist them in the search, saying, Lord, is it 
I? Am I the traitor? "Will I betray my dear Lord 
and Saviour? Ah ! every one of us have within us 
traitorous hearts to Jesus Christ, and have reason to 
suspect ourselves as they did, and acknowledge wcj 
have many enemies of Christ lodged in our bosoms, 
such as unbelief, hypocrisy, pride, malice, envy, aift- 
bition, worldliness, atheism, wanderings from God, 
backwardness to duty, etc., by which we have be- 
trayed Jesus Christ. And as the disciples, when 
searching themselves, were exceeding sorrowfoJ, so 
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ought we before we partake ; and good reason have 
we for it, when we reflect upon our former treach- 
eroua dealing with God, and when we consider the 
present deceitfrdness and desperate wickedness of 
our hearts, and that they are as ready to betray 
Christ as ever; yea, that there is hypocrisy and 
treachery in our hearts against Christ, which we 
have not yet discovered. Upon all which accounts, 
we have ground with the disciples to be exceeding 
sorrowfoL 

Now is the time, O communicants, to search and 
examine yourselves, and to be exceeding sorrowful 
for the many traitorous wounds you have given 
Christ by breaking loth tables of the law, by sinning 
against light and conscience, against mercies and 
judgments, warnings and reproofs, confessions and 
prayers. By unthankftdness for redeeming love, neg- 
lecting gospel offers^ not loving and resting upon a 
crucified Jesus, not accounting all things loss and 
dung for him ; not delighting in attending his ordi- 
nances, and in remembering his love in the holy 
supper. Oh how treacherous have your hearts been 
to Christ! how bloodthirsty have your sins been 
against him, in pressing him down in the garden, in 
nailing him to the cursed tree ! How are you able 
to look to Grethsemane or Golgotha, with uncon- 
cexned hearts or dry eyes! Were not your sins the 
{vincipal actors in tiiat horrid tragedy ? Th^se, to be 
sure, were the traitors, which, by the hands of Judas^ 
delivered up Jesus to be crucified. What was Pi- 
late, the Jews, or Romans, but the executioners of 
your sins ? Who put the sword in justice's hands ? 
Who raised the tempest of wrath against your 
17 
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surety? Oh! it was your sins. Blame none so 
much as them ; they were the Judas that betrayed 
him, the Herod that mocked him, the Pilate that 
condemned him, and the soldier that pierced him ; 
will you not then be exceeding sorrowful for your 
traitorous heart, and bloody sins ? Could they ever 
have been guilty of a more horrid crime than murder- 
ing the Lord of Glory ? Oh shall the rocks about Je- 
rusalem rend asunder, the earth tremble and shake, 
the Bun veil its face, and the whole heavens put on a 
mourning habit, when Christ suffered for your sins ? 
And shall you, the criminals who deserved all this 
punishment, stand unaffected? Oh what stupid 
hearts must you have, if they dflPnot mourn for your 
Bins which brought such agonies upon the Son of 
God, before they could be expiated. Had you in 
your passion given a deadly wound to any poor in- 
nocent man, your heart would have bled for it all 
your days ; and will not your hearts much more 
relent for slaughtering the innocent Lamb of Gt>d ? 
One that never wronged you, but was always inter- 
posing for you, and doing you good ? 

Remember what David said unto the Lord, when 
he saw the people destroyed for his sin, 2 Sam. 24 : 
17, " Lo, I have sinned and done wickedly, but as 
for these sheep, what have they done?" In like 
manner say you. Lord, I have sinned, I have done 
wickedly, but as for this spotless Lamb, what hath 
he done ? I have eaten the sour grapes, but his teeth 
were set on edge. Oh when will your hearts melt, 
and your eyes weep, if not now ? Never was there 
such a moving sight set before your eyes, as the Lord 
of Glory pierced and slain by your sins. Now it is, 
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that "deep calleth unto deep," deep sufferings in 
Christ for deep sorrow in thee. 

Oh, saith one, I desire to be grieved for my hy- 
pocrisy and treacherous dealing with Christ, and for 
sin that crucified him, but how shall I know if my 
sorrow be of the right sort ? 

Answer. Examine it by such marks as these, 1. 
Godly sorrow is accompanied with some view of the 
mercy of God in Christ, which supports the soul, 
and keeps it from despair. Judas's sorrow, however 
deep it was, wanted this necessary ingredient. 2. K 
true, it will be universal, both for your own sins, and 
the sins of others ; for the sins of the place where 
you live, and for those of the whole land. 3. If it 
be right sorrow, it will bring you to consider the 
aggravations and heinous circumstances of your sins, 
aa being against light, against love, and against 
solemn engagements and professions of friendship, 
so as to mourn and cry how traitorous hath my heart 
been to so kind a master! 4. It wiU produce these 
seven happy effects mentioned 2 Cor. 7 : 11. There 
it is said, godly sorrow for sin works, — 1. Careful- 
ness, that is, a care to recover peace with God for ^ 
what is past, and to please God for the time to come, 
by amending what is amiss, and avoiding all temp- 
tations and occasions that lead to sin, 2. Clearing 
of yourselves, by mourning over the sins of other men, 
dissenting from them, and showing your detestation 
of them. 3. Indignation against sin, as the abomi- 
nable thing which God hates. The heart of a true 
penitent rises, swells, and boils against sin. Then it 
is you are angry and sin not, when you are angry at 
sin, and at yourselves for sin. 4. Fear, the true pen- 
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itent fears to offend God as he hath done ; and that 
he may not do it, he nourisheth a holy impression of 
the holiness of God, and also a fear of holy jealousy 
and watchfulness over himself, lest sin surprise him 
at any time. 5. Vehement desire, namely, after reo 
onciliation with God through Christ, and after ref- 
ormation of every thing amiss, and to be entirely 
rid of all sin. 6. Godly sonow produceth zeal, 
which is an affection or grace compounded of love 
and anger, namely, love to God and duty, and anger 
against sin, and every thing opposite to God. 7. Re- 
Yenge, by seeking the utter extirpation of sin, by fast- 
ing, mortifying the flesh, and denying yourselves in 
some things lawful for a time. A good way to exe- 
cute this revenge against sin, is for penitents to take 
frequent views of the deep and bloody wound which 
sin hath given to your dear Redeemer. It is written 
of the Emperor, Julius Csesar, that after he was mur- 
dered in the Senate, they brought forth his robe all 
besmeared with blood to the market-place, and ex- 
posed it to open view, in order to awaken his friends, 
to take revenge upbn his enemies. This is surely 
ooe design of the holy sacrament to awaken your* 
zeal against sin, which murdered the Lord of Glory. 
Lastly, godly sorrow for sin, will drive you to Christ 
for help against sin ; it wiU make you flee to Christ 
for deliverance from an iU heart, as well as from the 
wrath that sin deserveth : hence the Apostle cried, 
" O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? " Rom. 7 : 24. 
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ADVICE IX. 



Who have pled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope 
SET BEFORE US. — Heb. 6 : 18. 



We have here a twofold description of true be- 
Merers, which come to one, !• They are such as 
have fled to Christ as the true city of refuge, to shel- 
ter them £rom avenging justice. 2. They are such 
as have by faith laid hold on Christ set before them 
in the gospel promise, as their only hope of sal- 
vation. 

Christ is our refuge city from the curses of the 
law which hang over us, from the avenger of bloody 
liivine justice that pursues us, and from the devils 
which lie in wait for ns. The cities of refuge under 
the law were six, but under the gospel we have one 
heUer than them alL Theirs only protected the body 
from the wrath of man, but ours doth protect both 
soul and body from the wrath of an angry God. 
The way to it is made plain and patent, pillars are 
set up, Christ's ministers to direct sinners in the way 
to it. In this blessed city there is protection, instruc- 
tion, provision, and fulness for all that flee to it 
Here is all our hope of salvation, and it is in vain 
to hope for safety anywhere else. Now, communi- 
cants, this blessed hope is set before you ; come lay 
hold on it, and cleave fast to it. Now the city is set 
on a hill, the way to it prepared^ and the gates open. 
The gospel trumpet is spunded, and proclamation 
17* 
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itent fears to offend God as he hath done ; and that 
he may not do it, he nourisheth a holy impression of 
the holiness of God, and also a fear of holy jealousy 
and watchfulness over himselfj lest sin surprise him 
at any time, 5< Vehement desire, namely, after rco 
onciliation wilii God tlirough Christ, and after ref- 
ormation of every thing amiss, and to be entirely 
rid of all sin, 6. Godly sorrow produceth zealj 
which is an affection or grace compounded of love 
and anger, namely, love to God and duty, and anger 
against sin, and every thing opposite to God. 7- Ke- 
Tenge, by seeking the utter extirpation of sin, by fast- 
ing, mortifying the flesh, and denying yoaiselves in 
some things lawful for a time. A good way to exe- 
cute this revenge against sin, is for penitents to take 
frequent views of the deep and bloody wound which 
sin hath given to your dear Redeemer, It is written 
€f the Emperor, Julius Caesar, that after he wasi mux- 
dered in the Senate, they brought forth his robe all 
besmeared with blood to the market-place, and ex- 
posed it to open view, in order to awaken bis iriends, 
to take revenge upbn his enemies. This is surely 
one design of the holy sacrament to awaken your 

zeal against sinj which murdered the Lord of Glory, 
Lastly, godly sorrow for sin, will drive you to Christ 
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made, whosoever flies to the city, be his case what it 
will, shall in nowise be cast out. 

Under the law he that saw his danger, and fled to 
the city of refuge, did firmly believe there was secu- 
rity for him by public authority in that privileged 
place, if he could but get into it in time before the 
avenger of blood did overtake him. Therefore he 
earnestly desired to be once within the gates of it, 
and for that end put forth his utmost vigor in run- 
ning. He did not linger, nor sit down by the way ; 
nor would he turn aside to any crooked by-path that 
might lead him about, but kept the straight and 
nearest way to the city, as the pillars set up directed 
him. No persuasion of any man could make him 
look or flee to any other city, castle, or hiding^lace 
for safety, but to the city authorized by law. In lil(e 
manner let every convinced sinner, learn from this to 
flee to Jesus Christ our safety from wrath, as the 
only refuge appointed by God for him. Look, and 
pant earnestly to be within the gates. O sinner, 
run vdth speed, now the gates are wide open in the 
word and in the sacrament. Put forth your utmost 
vigor, and escape for your life. Do not luiger nor 
delay, but flee as one that sees justice close at your 
heels. Avoid all other shelters and by-ways fo^ re- 
lief ; away with carnal company, sinful pleasures, 
worldly mirth, or diversions. Nay, take no shelter in 
your own duties and performances ; believe that none 
of these can protect you from the sword of justice, 
and that none else can, but he who is the " Lord our 
righteousness." 

Of old, nothing could stop the man when flying 
to. the city of refuge. Had his wife and children 
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hung about him, or his own heart suggested to him, 
will you leave your house, your garden, lands, rela- 
tions, and many accommodations, and go to a 
Btrange oity and spend your days ? He would have 
flung them all from him, and taken flight, saying to 
wife and children, better part with all things than 
part with my life ; if you will not follow me, I must 
leave you all behind. So let awakened souls flee 
with speed and resolution to Jesus Christ; say to the 
world's profits, sins, pleasures, Satan's allurements, 
and whatever would tempt you to stay behind, " get 
you hence," away with every thing that would hin- 
der me from Christ. My Saviour and my soul are 
more precious to me than all the world; take all 
things from me and give me Christ. How great was 
Jerome's love to Christ ! How strong his resolution 
when he said, " K my faither were weeping on his 
knees before me, my mother hanging about my neck 
behind me, my brethren, sisters, and kinsfolk, howl- 
ing on every side to retain me from Christ, I would 
cast my mother to the ground, run over my father, 
and despise all my kindred, tread all under my feet, 
and run to Christ." 

O awakened soul, behold how Christ displays his 
k)ve to thee in thie sacrament, he opens his wounds 
^to be a refuge and hiding-place to thee, and calls 
aloud to thee to come and flee in thither. *' Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die ? " To whom will ye flee 
for help, when the avenger of blood is at your heels, 
if ye flee not to Christ the only refuge from wrath ? 
Hills and mountains, seas and depths, heaven and 
earth, cannot hide thee from the storm, if Christ do 
it not. Now you have a noble opportunity, while 
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the clefts of Christ's wounds stand open, and the 
blessed hope set before you in the sacrament, and 
Christ stretching out his hand, and waiting to see 
who will rise and flee to him ! Oh to see souls ris- 
ing in flocks, and flying as doves to their windows ! 
What a pleasing sight would this be ! 

Oh, saith one, I cannot rise, my wings are dipt, 
my soul clogged, I cannot mount up. Arts, If you 
cannot mount up ss with eagles' wings, see if yon 
can run to Christ, and kneel before him, like that 
young man, Mark 10 : 17. Object I find myself so 
burdened and heavy laden, that I cannot run. Ams» 
Then show a willingness to run to Christ, and cry, 
« Draw me, and I will run after thee ; " even a de- 
Bire to run will be accepted, as of those in Neh. 1 : 
11. Object, But, saith one, my heart is so dead and 
sluggish, I have neither strength nor will to turn 
to Christ. Ans. If you cannot run, then see if you 
can but go towards him ; for we read in Jer. 2 : 2. 
Those who went after him in the wilderness, were 
accepted of him. Object, Alas, saith one, I am so 
weak and feeble, I cannot go. Atis, Then endeavor 
to creep and move towards him as you can. Object. 
But I am so lame and impotent, both in hands and 
feet, that I cannot creep or move. Ans. If you can- 
not move to Christ, then look to him as the Israelites 
did when stung with fiery serpents. Christ calls 
every feeble soul to do it. Isa. 45 : 22. " Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; " and 
would you have Christ come any lower than a look ! 
Oh look up to Jesus as lifted up upon the pole of the 
cross, for all nations to behold him. Object* My 
ey^s are dim, the cross far off*; Jerusalem, where it 
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was set up, is out of sight. Ans. The pole of the 
gospel, and of the sacrament, on which Christ is 
now lifted up, is near at hand ; look up to him there- 
on, and be saved. Object Saith one, I am so bur- 
dened with guilt, I cannot lift mine eyes. Ans. Then 
lie low before him like the humble publican, who 
was so burdened, that he was ashamed to lift up his 
eyes to heaven, and under a deep sense of his vileness 
cried, " God be merciful to me a sinner," and so 
doing was accepted. In like manner humble your- 
selves before a merciful Redeemer, and plead his 
promise, Matth. 11: 28. Trust his word for ease 
and rest to your burdened soul. 



ADVICE X. 

Even so must the son of man be lifted up. — John 3: 14. 

The. lifting up of the brazen serpent upon a pole, 
to heal serpent-stung Israelites, was a type of the 
lifting up of Christ on the cross, to heal convinced 
sinners of their wounds by sin. As there was but 
one brazen serpent for healing the whole camp of 
Israel, so Christ crucified is the only remedy and 
Saviour for a lost world. He must be lifted up ; his 
dying on the cross was necessary to fulfil his engage- 
ments from eternity to be our surety ; he must be 
offered up as a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice for 
the sins of men, seeing nothing else could do it. 
Though Christ's engagement to suffer for us, lyas 
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entirely voluntary at first, yet having once under- 
taken, it became necessary for him to be lifted up. 
And glory to him that would not go back from his 
word, however great his sufferings were. 

Come then, O communicants, behold and con- 
sider, with suitable thoughts and affections, your 
lifted up Jesus dying on the cross. After he had 
borne the heavy cross on his bleeding shoulders up 
Mount Calvary, this cross must next bear him upon 
the top of the Mount, being first nailed to it, and 
lifted up with it. Come, see how this was done. 
Behold the cross-tree laid down upon the ground, 
and the Lord Jesus stript naked, laid on his back 
with hands and feet stretched out upon the tree, that 
they might take the measure of his body, and mark 
the holes for the nails ! an3 lo, they take the meas- 
ure longer than the truth, that they might both cru- 
cify and rack him at once, till his bones should go 
out of joint. So the cross was a rack as well as a 
death. Our first parents stretched forth their guilty 
hands, to take the forbidden fruit from the tree, there- 
fore our glorious Saviour did willingly stretch forth 
his innocent hands to be nailed to the tree, to satisfy 
for their guilt. 

Come next and see the Lord of Glory, when nailed 
fast to the tree, lifted up with it on high, and made 
to stand upright to the view of all the world ! And 
then the foot of the tree let fall down with violence 
into the deep hole they had digged to fasten it, which 
fall did unspeakably increase his torments, and rend 
the wounds made by the nails. Thus his own weight 
became his torture, still widening the wounds more 
and more, till all his precious blood streamed out of 
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them. Behold your great Emmanuel lifted up on a 
cross betwixt heaven and earth, as if he had been 
unworthy of a place in either, hanging betwixt two 
thieves, as if he had been the greatest malefactor of 
the three ! Oh what a spectacle was your Redeemer 
to both heaven and earth when thus lifted up ! An 
astonishment to angels ! A derision to the wicked ! 
Compunction to believers ! but a sacrifice acceptable 
to the justice of his eternal Fattfer ! Look on this 
moving spectacle with deep sorrow for sin that fast- 
ened him to the tree, and made him hang on these 
tormenting nails for hours without comfort in- 
ward or outward ! No way could he turn for ease, 
being fixed to the tree ; if he stirred his blessed body 
at all, he was tormented afresh by the wounds of his 
hands and feet, on which the whole weight of his 
body did hang ; if he had moved his head, which 
had the crown of thorns on it, the thorns would but 
pierce into it deeper, yet for all this he complEiined 
not ; no sigh or groan was heard firom him, but what 
he oifered up to God for your sins. 

When the Son of Man was thus lifted up, observe 
how the streams of his precious blood run down to 
the ground, and stood in a little pool at the foot of 
the cross, until the earth drank it up. Let this sight 
affect your hearts, and open all the springs of sorrow 
for sin that pierced him. Sit down at the foot of 
the cross, and receive the sacred blood, as it falls, upon 
your hard hearts ; let it drop on them, until it make 
them soft as the ground it fell on. Observe also the 
great extent of Christ's suflerings at this time, they 
reached to all the parts of his body, and to all the 
powers of his soul. He suffered in all his senses ; 
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his seeing, with the scornful gestures of his enemies ; 
his hearing, with their scoflFs and blasphemies; his 
smell, with the noisome stench of Golgotha ; his taste 
with gaU and vinegar ; his feeling, with the piercing 
nails and thorns. Behold his hands, that were still 
bestowing blessings, now fixed with nails ; his feet, 
that walked in God's ways, now digged through ; 
his bowels that yearned for sinners, now shrunk and 
dried up ; his lips, 1;hat spoke as never man spoke, 
now swollen with blows. Now he suffered on the 
cross till " his strength was dried up like a potsherd^ 
and his tongue cleaved to his jaws ; " the fire of 
God^s wrath scorched him inwardly, which made him 
cry out, " I thirst." His enemies mingled, at this 
time, a cup of vinegar and gall to him, which he 
refused ; but, glory to him, he refused not the cup 
which his Father mingled to him, though filled with 
wrath and curses. This he drank for us, though it 
fiiled his whole soul with anguish and made him 
roar and complain of his Father's deserting him. 
, TJie arrows of the Almighty were within him, the 
poison whereof drank up his spirit. Amidst these 
fearful sufferings, Jesus expired, willingly offering 
Tip himself, on the cross, a propitiatory sacrifice 
for us. 

O believers, did Christ lift up himself as a willing 
sacrifice for you on the cross ? then lift up the gates 
of your souls to receive this Saviour ; let him have 
a joyful welcome into your souls, and give him the 
best entertainment, the best affections, and the best 
service. Did he willingly stretch out his nrms to be 
nailed to the cross for you ? Then be not unwilling 
to stretch out the arms of faith to embrace him 
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wholly in all his offices, of prophet, priest, and king ; 
be willing to be taught, saved, and ruled by him. 
Was Christ lifted up on the cross (as the brazen ser- 
pent was lifted up in the wilderness) for healing all 
the stings and wounds given us by sin and Satan ? 
Oh then look up to him with the eye of faith for 
healing. This is the great remedy of God's contriv- 
ing and providing, put strong confidence in it, and 
look to it with hope and expectation. Never mis- 
trust the virtue of God's remedy, nor despair of heal- 
ing from it, however deep your stings, or large your 
wounds. For Christ was lifted up to be a remedy 
for the chief of sinners, 1 Tim. 1 : 15, and no»e e^r 
perished that looked to him. Was Christ willing to 
be lifted up to suffer for you ? Then let your hearts 
be lifted up to serve and obey him, like King Jehosha- 
phat, whose heart was lifted up in the w£|.ys of the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 17 : 6. Lift up your heart with your 
voice in his praise ; speak of the glorious honor of 
his Majesty, and make known his mighty acts. 
Obey his commands, and particularly his dying 
command ; to remember him at his table, with activ- 
ity and delight. Go with lifted up hearts to a com- 
munion table to remember him, that went so will- 
ingly to a bloody cross for you. The ancient ex- 
hortation to communicants was Sfwrsvm Corda^ 
" Lift up your hearts to meet with a lifted up 
Jjesua." 

18 
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ADVICE XI. 

Bp^aj£ unto thb ohildben of isbael, that they go for- 
ward. — Exod. 14:15. « 

This is the answer of Moses' prayer for Israel 
whtn in a great strait at the Red Sea. It is said he 
cried to God, yet we read not of one word he spake. 
He only lift up his heart to God, who well under- 
gtniids the language of the heart. Moses' silent 
pr^ers of faith prevailed more with God, than 
Israel's loud outcries of fear. A believing comnm- 
niciint may in a strait, cry to Gt)d in prayer, without 
speaking a word, so did Moses here for fainting 
Israel; When they came out of the land of bondage, 
and fled from Pharaoh's tyranny, the Lord ordered 
thcra to march towards the sea ; but now when they 
are near to it, and see Pharaoh's mighty army pur- 
suing, and close at their heels, they are in a great 
strait what course to take, they think certainly they 
muf^t turn either to the right or left hand to make 
their escape from Pharaoh ; no, saith God, speak to 
tJiei n to go still forward, as straight towards the sea, 
as if they saw a fleet of transport ships there waiting 
to take them in. Oh, might they think, " This is a 
hard command, go forward, when we see nothing 
but the deep devouring sea before us ; as good go 
back to the Egyptians, or stand still until they come 
up and put us to the sword, as go forward into ibe 
eea and be drowned. Will the deep sea have any 
more mercy on us than the cruel Egyptians ? " But, 
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saith the Lord, make no objections, ask no questions, 
let the people go forward, obey my command, and 
trust me with their lives. 

Observe here, O timorous communicant, O doubt- 
ing believer, when you are in fears and straits widi 
respect to the management or success of your duty, 
you are to set yourselves to obey God's command, 
go forward in the use of means, with a sincere heart, 
and leave the event to God. You may possibly, 
at this time, be brought to the straitening case of 
the children of Israel, when at the brink of the Red 
Sea, and their hearts in great perplexity, ready to 
sink within them for fear. Some may be saying 
within themselves, how shall such a vile, black, un- 
worthy creature go forward to the Red sea of Christ's 
blood, who have both spilt it and despised it? How 
shall I, after all venture to go forward, to wash or 
bathe my unclean soul in it ? Well, it is God's plain 
command to you to go forward to it, however heavy 
laden you be with guilt, see 1 John 3 : 23. Matt. 11 : 
28. John 1 : 29 ; others as vile and black have obeyed 
his command, have gone forward to this Red sea, and 
been washed in it, see 1 Cor. 6 : 9, 10, 11 ; yea, we 
read. Acts 2: 36, of three thousand of those who 
actually imbrued their hands in this blood, who 
were washed by it How wonderful is its virtue! 
It is able to take away the sins of the whole world, 
and much more the sins of a few ; therefore do not, 
O sinner, rebel against God's command any longer. 

Again, consider what is God's special command 
to thee at this time, namely, " do this in remembrance 
of me ; '* his precept is plain and express to keep up 
the memory of his love to lost men. Can you think 
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to look on his face with comfort at the last day, if 
you have no pleasure to remember him now ? Surely 
his presence will be terrible then to those, to whom 
his memory is not delightful now. But you may 
have straits and difficulties about this duty. Oh, 
saith one, " My strait is great, I know not what to 
do ; whether to stay back from God's holy table, or 
go forward. If I stay back, I disobey my dying 
Saviour's command, to show forth his death in: this 
manner. If I go forward unworthily, I contract the 
guilt of his body and blood, and eat and drink my 
own damnation. Alas, what shall I do? my need 
of Christ and his blood is so great, I cannot think of 
staying back ; and yet my preparation is so little, I 
know not how to go forward. Ah my unworthiness 
is great, how shall I go to the table of so great a 
king in the state and case I am in, so vile, so sinftd, 
so indisposed, so hardhearted? K the woman that 
had the bloody issue feared so much to come and 
touch the hem of Christ's garment, how much more 
may I, who am full of the running issues of sin, fear 
to go forward to touch the sacred symbols of his 
body and blood, and put my hand into his wounds, 
and feel the print of the naUs ? " Come, then, un- 
worthy as you are, obey Christ's command, and 
venture your soul in his hand. Go forward, deeply 
sensible of your own vileness, and humbled for your 
short-comings, trusting in the worthiness of the Lamb 
that was slain to answer for your unworthiness, in 
his blood to wash away your pollution, and in his 
strength to help your weakness. Venture forward, 
saying, like Jehoshaphat, " Lord, I have no ability, 
no might for this great ordinance, neither know I 
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what to do ; but my eyes are unto thee, it is in thy 
name, in thy strength, and at thy command, that I 
go forward to remember a dying Jesus at his holy 
table. Lord, put on me the wedding garment, pre- 
pare, receive, and welcome me." 

Object. Some may say, they are only the children 
of Israel, who, in the text, are bid go forward ; and 
we are afraid we are none of these. Am. All are 
bidden, without exception, come to Christ ; yea, even 
the stouthearted are called to go to him. Now, if 
you come to Christ, it will be a sure proof of your 
being Israel's children, and among those who are bid 
go forward. Ministers indeed have a special com- 
mission to speak to the children of Israel, that they 
go forward to his table; whoever stay back, they 
ought not. 

Qttestion. Who are those'that may be numbered 
among Israel's children, or the seed of Jacob ? Ans. 
The children of Jacob or Israel, if they be of the true 
kind, will be like their father, particularly in these 
things ; first, Jacob was a great wrestler with God in 
prayer, and hence he got the name of Israel, he wept 
and made supplications at Bethel, and prevailed as a 
prince with God, which is the meaning of the name 
of I^ael. Now, if you be wrestlers with God, you 
are Israel's children, and called to go forward. 
Second, Jacob was a plain man, so he is called. Gen. 
26 : 27, that is, a single hearted man. It was by this 
character that Christ describes a true Israelite, John 
1 : 47, " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile." Now, if you study godly sincerity, and plain- 
dealing in your behavior both to God and man, you 
are Israel's children, and called to go forward. 
18* 



Digitized by 



Google 



RAMENTAL ADVICES^ 



'!> nnct rairn in l^luisr^ana DeueYing: Ti ew:^ 




Digitized by 



Google 



8A0BAMSNTAL ADVICES. 311 



ADVICE XII. 

And I, IP I BE LIFTED UP FROM THE EABTH, WILL DEAW ALL 

MEN UNTO ME. — John 12 : 32. 

As the sacrifices nnder the law were lifted up 
before the Lord, so Christ, the antitype, mnst be 
lifted up on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. The Jews were not more willing to lift him 
up, than he was to lift up himself ; he readily under- 
took to be lifted up, " Lo, I come,'' said he ; he 
willingly carried his cross to the place, that he might 
be lifted up on it. He dissuades the women to weep 
for him. Why ? Because I am going to be lifted 
up a sacrifice to justice for your sins, arid to draw 
your souls unto me. 

Question. But how doth he draw all men, when 
Satan keeps many still fast in his grips? Ans. 
Christ was lifted up to obtain drawing olfTers and 
invitations to all men without exception, and accord- 
ingly gives drawing calls to all men in his Word ; 
and if they be not drawn to him it is their own fault. 
But though many be called, and multitudes flock to 
the Word, yet there are none eflectually drawn to 
Christ but the elect; and these ftiay be called all 
men, as they are gathered out of aU nations, kin- 
dreds, and languages, ages, sexes, and qualities. 
All men, Gentiles as well as Jews. All sorts of men, 
sinners of all sizes, greater as well as lesser. Quest, 
But how doth the lifting up of Christ draw sinners 
eflectually to him ? Ans. By the merit of his lifted 
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up sacrifice he obtained the removal of all hinder^ 
ances of their coming to him, such as, the guilt of 
their sins, the enmity of their natures, the power of 
their corruptions, their unbelief, hardness, blindness, 
and discouraging fears. And likewise by it he pur- 
chased all the means requisite for drawing men to 
him, such as the preaching of the gospel, sanctified 
rods, tlie grace of faith, and, above all, powerful in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. As Christ was lifted up 
on the cross, so he must be also lifted up on the pole 
of the gospel, for drawing sinners to him. Thus the 
brazen serpent was lifted up in the wilderness, for 
drawing the stung Israelites about it, and it proved 
most effectual for that end ; so a crucified Jesus held 
out, and evidently set forth in the gospel, as he was 
lifted up on a bloody cross, with his pierced hands 
stretched out to embrace lost sinners, is surely the 
most attractive and drawing sight in tjie world. 
This wonderful loadstone hath drawn thousands of 
hard iron hearts to it at once. A natural loadstone 
though it draw iron to it, yet it may be drawn away 
from it again ; but a crucified Christ draws the heart 
so powerfully and closely to him, that they can never 
be separated. Never was there such a drawing en- 
gine in the world as this ! A lifted-up standard or 
ensign draws numbers of scattered soldiers unto it, 
but ia seen by few ; but a crucified Jesus lifted up in 
the gospel, is an ensign to draw great multitudes in 
different nations under the banner of his love. Isaiah 
11 : IOp The first experiment that was made of its 
virtue in Jerusalem by the Apostle Peter, three thou- 
sand souls were drawn to Christ at once, and after 
that many nations that knew him not, did run unto 
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him. Come then, O sinners, admire the power of 
this Kfted-up ensign ; let your iron hearts be drawn 
by this loadstone ; it hath lost nothing of its virtue 
to this day. Thousands of hearts in other places 
stili feel its power. We are sometimes refreshed 
with the welcome news of their being drawn off 
from the vanities of time, and the love of sin, to 
glorious Christ. Why then do not your hearts also 
yield to the power of this blessed loadstone, Christ 
crucified lifted up in the Word and sacrament ? It 
hath the same virtue here as elsewhere, were but the 
eyes of faith opened to behold it, according to that 
alluring call, Isaiah 14 : 22, 

When Christ was lifted up on the cross, his face 
was turned to the Gentiles, for the Jews out of 
malice (as several write) would have him crucified 
with his face towards the west, as reckoning him 
unworthy to lo6k to the temple and the holy city 
that stood on the east side of Mount Calvary ; but 
Christ had a loving design in it to us Gentiles, and 
to accomplish that word. Psalms 66 : 7, " His eyes 
behold the nations." Behold, O sinners, Christ 
turned his face to you on the cross, to draw you unto 
him ; there he bowed his head towards you to draw 
you ; there he opened a cleft in his side to draw you; 
there blood and water flowed from his heart to draw 
you to him ! And now he hath sent his Word and 
Spirit to draw you ; now he displays his blood and 
wounds in the sacrament to draw you ; now he is 
casting his cords of love about your heart to draw 
you to him; now the devil is holding and Christ 
drawing. Christ and the devil are now struggling 
for your hearts ; the eyes of many are on you, the 
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eyes of the glorious Trinity, the eyes of angels, the 
eyes of ministers and saints are on you, to see what 
the issue of the combat shall be, which of them shall 
gain the prize. Satan indeed is the strong man, but 
glory to God, Christ is stronger than he. Oh that 
he may prevail, the heart is his by right, surrender to 
him without delay. He will not enter without your 
consent ; his people must all be " made willing in the 
day of his power." Oh, if the will were once con- 
quered, the day were Christ's, and the field were won 
forever. 

Would you then have Satan defeated, your biassed 
will overcome, and your souls savingly brought to 
Christ, oh look up and cry for a draught of Christ's 
power. You have neither strength nor will to come 
to a crucified Christ, unless he draw you. Ordi- 
nances or providences cannot draw you, the word or 
sacraments cannot draw you, judgments or mercies 
cannot do it ; yea, neither ministers nor angels can 
draw your dead and heavy hearts. Oh then look 
beyond them all to a lifted-up Emmanuel, " draw me, 
Lord, and I will run after thee." The ordinance you 
have in view can never be a drawing ordinance, if 
Christ put not forth his virtue with it ; the sacrament 
will be lifeless, and the administrators lifeless, if 
Christ draw you not. The most powerful sermons, 
the most alluring calls will all be lost, if he draw not. 
You will sit still in the Sodom of a natural and a 
wrathful state, if he draw not ; you will be eternally 
damned, if Christ draw you not to him. You can 
never overcome the strong and subtle temptations 
Satan casts in your way, you can never deny self, 
forsake beloved lusts, renounce justification by works, 
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quit all confidence in your own doings, go naked and 
empty to Christ, be content to live wholly upon his 
righteousness, and receive grace, life, strength, and 
glory as a free gift from Christ, without the drawing 
virtue of a lifted-up Saviour. Oh, if you were once 
acquainted with this drawing power, you might go 
with comfort to his table, and feed upon his pur- 
chase. 

Question. How shall I know if I have yet been 
drawn effectually to a lifted-up Jesus ? 

Answer. Try it by these marks. Have you discov- 
eied his matchless excellency so as to draw off your 
heart from sin, and the perishing things of the world ? 
Have you felt the cords of his Jove about your heart, 
constraining you to yield yourself wholly to him ? 
Is your heart drawn out in love and affection to a 
crucified Christ above all things, so that the desire of 
your soul is to him and the remembrance of his 
name ? Are you growing still more like Kim, more 
holy, more humble, meek, and heavenly-minded? 
Nearness will breed likeness. Are you troubled for 
distance from Christ, when at any time you are 
drawn from him by sin, Satan, or the world's allure- 
ments ? Are you drawn to duty with a view of en- 
joying his presence therein ? In the mean time are 
you drawn off from resting on duties, or putting any 
attainments in Christ's room ? Then you may con- 
clude your heart is effectually drawn by a lifted-up 
Saviour; and so may, with holy confidence and joy, 
draw near to him in the sacramental place, and hold 
oc«nmunion with him there. 
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ADVICE XIII. 

Behold the lamb of god. — behold the hak. — John 1 : 36. 

19; 5. 

O commmiieants, both John and Pilate, call yon 
to behold Christ suffering and sacrificed for you, and 
which is more, the Spirit of God calls you to this 
duty also. Let each one of you then say with 
Moses, Exod. 3 : 3, " I will now turn aside, and see 
this great sight" A great sight indeed! For though 
he be called a Lamb,^ and a man, he is also God, 
God in human nature, suffering, bleeding, and dying, 
a great and wonderful sight ! All the persons of the 
glorious Trinity call you to behold it Isaiah 42 : 1. 
45 : 23. John 1 : 29. Draw then as near as possible, 
that you may get a good view of it ; stand not at a 
distance like those who followed him firom Galilee 
to the cross, of whom it is said, Luke 23 : 49, " They 
stood afar off beholding these things." Do not now 
stand afar off, nor take a far-off look of a crucified 
Christ, but come close to him by faith, and take a 
near and saving look of him, as he calls you, I^ah 
45 : 21, " Look unto me and be saved ; I am God, 
and there is no Saviour besides me." Oh, then, turn 
not your back or shoulder to him, look not aBquioQ^t 
to him, look not- by him to other things ; but look 
with a broad, straight, and steady look unto him. 
The man Christ Jesus is the Lamb of God, ap^ 
pointed by him to be sacrificed, to make atonement 
for our sins, and to purchase pardon, life, and salva* 
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tion to US. And looking to him by faith is the great 
nieans of securing and applying the blessings of his 
purchase to us. And in a special manner he calls us 
to look unto him in his sufferings for us. " Behold 
me, behold me ! " 

Behold the suffering man, a man of sorrows in- 
deed ! And particularly behold him entering upon 
that fearful scene in the garden of Gethsemane, when 
he began to fear, turn sorrowful, and very heavy; 
when he was sore amazedj fell into an agony and 
bloody sweat, and cried out, " My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death ! " O what was it that 
made your' Saviour so heavy, but the dead weight 
of the elect's sins, which the law's heavy curses an- 
nexed to them? Oh your souls were exceeding 
guilty, which made his soul exceeding heavy. Be- 
hold and see your sorrowful Redeemer falling into a 
fearfdl agony, and, while in it, falling down some- 
times on his knees, and sometimes on his face, pray- 
ing once, praying again, and praying the third time, 
until he is quite overwhelmed with wrath, and cov- 
ered with his own blood ! Behold him in this agony 
making his moan to his disciples, who could make 
no help to him ; for neither they nor the angels in 
heaven durst touch his load, nor taste his cup. Yea, 
he got not so much as sympathy from his disciples, 
they fell asleep when he was at the worst, and left 
him in his agony to struggle and tread out the wine- 
press alone! Oh be not idle spectators of your 
Saviour's agony, but let your souls be exceedingly 
affected with his soul-suffering for your soul's sins. 

" Behold the man " Christ, betrayed and sold for a 
little money, apprehended and bound with cords like 
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a thief, and bound fast, as Judas bade, yea so fast 
(as some say) that the blood burst out of his tender 
hands ! Oh can your heart or eyes hold to see those 
hands that made the heavens, wrung together and 
bruised with hard cords ! To see him bound as a 
prisoner, that came to set the prisoners free. But 
had not the cords of your Redeemer's love held him 
faster than the cords of his enemies, though they had 
been cables or chains, they could not have kept him ; 
but his love to you made him a willing prisoner ! 
"Behold the man" blindfolded, mocked, buffeted, 
and abused for you ! Behold him stript naked and 
scourged ! Behold him that clothes the lilies of the 
field, that made coats of skins to clothe our first par- 
ents, now stript and unclothed himself! He is stript 
naked, that you might not be found naked at God's 
bar ! He is stript of his robes, that he might provide 
a robe of righteousness to cover your nakedness. 
" Bfehold the man " scourged by Pilate, and that 
above measure, thinking thereby to save his life ; but 
as the Jews were not satisfied therewith, so neither 
was infinite justice satisfied ; so that his life must 
go, and the man Christ is willing it should. Wil- 
lingly did he give his back to the smiters, that you 
might be freed from the everlasting lashes of God's 
wrath in hell ! Behold every part of his blessed body 
torn and wounded by scourgings, because every part 
of you was wounded by sin, and his stripes were the 
only cure for your wounds. 

" Behold the man " with a plaited crown of thorns 
on his blessed head, with the sharp points turned in- 
ward, and these beat into his head with a staff^ till 
all his head is but as one wound, from whence a new 
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shower of blood ran down his neck for you. " Be- 
hold the Lamb of God " now willingly caught in 
the thickets, like the ram, to be sacrificed in your 
room when you were bound like Isaac for that end. 
Behold him willing to wear a crown of pain and 
ignominy, that you might wear a crown of glory and 
renown ; willing to be disgraced and affronted, that 
you might be honored and exalted ; willing to let a 
Barabbas, the vilest malefactor in all Jerusalem, be 
preferred before him, that you might be preferred to 
a room among God's children. " Behold the man," 
after all these sufferings, put to bear the heavy cross 
on his sore wounded shoulders ; yet he bears with- 
out complaint till his strength is spent, and he is 
ready to faint under the burden, so that another must 
help ! Oh ! it was not the weight of the tree that 
made him faint, he had a greater burden to bear than 
ten thousand worlds, even the infinite wrath of God 
due to the elect's sins ! Oh can you behold this ^ght 
with dry eyes ? 

" Behold the man " brought to Golgotha, nailed to 
the tree, lifted up, and drinking the bitter dregs of 
tiie cup of wrath thereon, till at length he yielded 
himself prisoner to death by bowing his head, giv- 
ing death his orders to execute his commission, and 
carry him off the stage ! Behold and wonder at the 
sight, the Lord of Life death's prisoner ! O man, 
canst thou stand and see the Lamb of God slain in 
thy room, and for thy sins, and not be affected ? 
Write that man a beast, a stone, a lump of earth, 
that can be senseless, stupid, and unconcerned at 
such a sight ! Oh blush and be ashamed, O man, at 
thy stupidity, when the dead earth and rocks about 
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Jerusalem quaked and rent at the sufferings you now 
behold represented in the sacrament. Oh cursed sin 
(which many make light of) that could not be ex- 
piated by any other sacrifice, than that of our Em- 
manuel, the Lamb of God, the man Christ Jesus ! 
Oh " Behold the man," and tremble at sin, the ac- 
cursed thing that murdered the Son of God, the man 
that is God's fellow, the man that is infinitely pre- 
ferable to a million of worlds full of men and angels 
toOp Oh that men would always look on sin in the 
glass of the agonies and sufferings of the man Christ, 
that they might be filled with horror at it, as at hell 
itself ! Nay, in several respects sin is a greater evil 
than hell. 

liet every communicant, every Christian, come 
and behold the glorious Son of God, with the great- 
est love and admiration, who, for our sakes, was wiB- 
ing to become a man, and God's Lamb to be sacri- 
ficed for the sins of men. Oh let this name Jesus, 
be always to you as precious ointment poured forth, 
and let the remembrance of his love inflame your 
souls with a vehement indignation against sin, and 
a burning affection to the Lamb of God, the mMi 
Christ, that was willing to struggle in bloody ago- 
niesj and bled to death on the accursed tree, to de- 
liver you fi-om lying in hell forever ! Oh, what can 
we render to him for his firee love, amazing and un- 
speakable love ! Oh that we could spend our whole 
lives in admiring his love, and contemplating his 
beauty, and were thereby made meet in some meas- 
ure for the exercise of the redeemed above. Amen. 
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ADVICE XIV. 

Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of god. — 
Job 37 : 14. 

The works of God, being wonderous, do well de- 
serve our most serious consideration ; but so wa- 
vering are our minds, we cannot consider them 
aright, unless we stand still and compose ourselves 
for that end. This advice doth Elihu give to Job in 
the text, and Moses gives to the children of Israel, 
Exod. 14 : 13. All God's works are wondrous and 
highly worthy of our observation, as his works of 
creation and providence ; and more especially his 
works of redemption and of grace, as they are made 
known unto us in the gospel dispensation, and par- 
ticularly in the sacrament of the Lord's supper. 
Here God calls you to stand still, and consider his 
wondrous work of redeeming wisdom and mercy, in 
saving falling sinners. The work of creation is indeed 
wonderful and stupendous ; but his work of redemp- 
tion is far more costly and surprising. The one cost 
him but the word of his power, the other cost him 
the death of his Son. The one is but the work of 
his fingers, Psal. 8 : 3, the other is the work of his 
arm, Luke 1 : 15. Much of the divine wisdom and 
power is displayed in making us men, but much 
more in making us saints ; by the one we have but 
a short mortal life, but by the other an eternal and 
immortal life, God's works of redemption and of 
19* 
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grace will be the admiration of saints and angels to 
all eternity. Rev. 6:12. 15:3. 

Come, then, and behold these works of the Lord, 
as they are set forth before you in the word and sac- 
rament ! Come and see God from all eternity pass- 
ing by angels, and pitching his love upon poor mined 
sinners of Adam's family, and contriving their re- 
demption by the incarnation and death of his dear 
Son, while he passed by the angels that fell. Come 
and see the glorious Son of God undertaking, in the 
council of peace, to become surety to pay our debt, 
and satisfy justice for the injury our sins did to God's 
glory ! Behold and consider the device of infinite 
wisdom for reconciling justice and mercy, and satis- 
fying the demands of them both, by punishing sin se- 
verely, and yet pardoning the persons guUty ! " Stand 
still and see the wondrous work " of making the Word 
flesh to dwell among us ; of the Creator's leaving 
his throne of glory, to lodge in a virgin's womb, and 
a beast's manger ; of the " Ancient of days " becom- 
ing a " child of a day old " learning to speak and go, 
and subjecting himself to his own law in the room 
of rebel sinners! "Behold God's wondrous work" 
in setting up a court and throne of grace among the 
prisoners of justice, and causing grace to sit as qui^n 
on the throne, with a sceptre of mercy in her hand, 
and thence to issue forth a proclamation of grace to 
poor, wretched, blind, miserable, and naked sinners, 
proclaiming pardon to the condemned, liberty to the 
captives, and life to the dead. Yea, seeing grace 
laying siege to the hearts of rebels, summoning them 
by the gospel trumpet to surrender, and using the 
most prevailing arguments with them to do it, 
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taken from the mediation, sufferings, blood, right- 
eousness, and satisfaction of the Son of God. 

" Behold and consider the wondrous work of God" 
in fitting the Mediator for our miserable circumstan- 
ces, joining the divine and human natures in one 
person for our relief! Observe how well he suits our 
e^dgemcies ; he is a man, that he might die for us ; 
and God that he might overcome death ! Man, that 
h/e might combat the devil ; and, God that he might 
vanquish him ! Man, that he might take on our guilt 
and punishment; and God that he might support 
under it ! Man, that he might offer a sacrifice for 
us ; and God to make it infinitely meritorious ! 
Man, that he might sympathize with us in trou- 
ble; and God, that he might deliver us! a won- 
drous work indeed. Again, observe the media- 
tor's fulness, how exactly it suits our miseries and 
wants! In our wonderful Emmanuel there is life 
for our deadness, light for our darkness, beauty for 
our deformity, strength for our weakness, health for 
our sickness, balm for our wounds, raiment for our 
nakedness, riches for our poverty, merit for our guilt- 
iness, righteousness for our justification, a fountain 
for our pollution, grace for our sanctification, bread 
for our hunger, water for our thirst, and deep mer- 
cies for our deep miseries ! a wonderful work, to 
make one depth so exactly to answer another depth ! 
" This is the doing of the Lord, and wondrous in 
our eyes." 

" Stand still and see God's wondrous work," in 
sending Emmanuel, " the Prince of the kings of the 
earth " to go up and down the wilderness, seeking 
after the- lost sheep, calling and inviting them in the 
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most tender manner to come unto him for life and 
salvation, willingly submitting to be buffeted by Sa- 
tan, contradicted by sinners, to suffer all manner of 
indignities, a cursed death, and the wrath of God, 
and all that he might be a sacrifice to satisfy justice 
for our sins. And after he had submitted to dealit 
and the grave for a time, he conquered them and 
rose again ; and gave conmiission to his ambassa- 
dors to go through all the earth, and call perishing 
sinners unto him, and offer them salvation in his 
name ; and having done so, he ascended into heaven 
to intercede for them. Now, it is incumbent upon 
all communicants to remember these amazing works 
of God at his holy table, with wonder, thankfulness, 
and praise. 

Come and see the "fountain of the great depths" 
of infinite love broken up, and streams of the waters 
of life running freely therefrom to the sons of men. 
Come, see Jacob's ladder set up, that reaches firom 
earth to heaven, and God the Father at the top of it 
calling you to climb to heaven by the steps of it, 
namely, Christ's wounds, offices, and promises ! 
Come, see the manna in plentiful showers, falling 
about your tents, and every man invited to gather. 
Come, see the rock broached in the wilderness, to 
supply the necessities of your souls ; see the rock 
smitten by the rod of Moses, and bearing the curses 
of the law for you ! Come see the " city of ref- 
uge " opened for poor manslayers, that sinners, who 
have slain their souls by sin, may flee to it for shel- 
ter. Oh, then, flee for your lives, and do not linger 
by the way ! Come, see God bringing his righteous- 
ness near you, guilty criminals, and bidding you put 
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it on for your safety in judgment; it is a robe that 
will fit every one of you ! Come, see the " fruits 
and leaves " of the " tree of life " shaken and scat- 
tered among starving wounded souls. Gather and 
feed on the fruits of his purchase for your nourish- 
ment; apply the leaves of his promises for your 
healing. Come, see the " well of salvation " opened, 
bring the chain and bucket of faith, and draw water. 
The great medicine weU is here, come with all your 
diseases and ailments to it, come with your hard 
hearts, blind eyes, weak hands, feeble knees, lame 
feet, and cold affections, to get them healed. Come, 
see Christ's testament opened, and every man al- 
lowed to put in for a share of the legacies therein 
contained. This you are to do by believing, laying 
hold, and embracing the promises ! Come, see stray- 
ing prodigals returning to their father's house, and 
sefe their father embracing them, and the whole fami- 
ly rejoicing at their return ; see their filthy rags taken 
off, and the white robe of the Son of God put on 
them, and the fatted calf killed for them. Come, see 
the King of Glory entering in at the everlasting gates 
of men's souls, dethroning sin and self, taking pos- 
session of their hearts, and setting up his throne and 
kingdom in them. Come, see King Solomon both 
crowned and married in one day ! An astonishing 
match concluded between the Prince of Life and the 
heir of hell ! All the daughters of Zion are called 
forth to behold the sight. Cant 4 : 11. All these are 
great and wondrous works of God to be seen in the 
word and sacrament, which all communicants ought 
to stand still and consider. 

Consider these marvellous works so as to be suit- 
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ably affected with them, make them the subject of 
your meditations; entertain high and admiring 
thoiiglits of God, and of his infinite love and wis- 
dom manifested in them. Give firm credit to the 
record and testimony God hath given us of these 
wondrous works, and glorify the great Author of 
them A\ ith your hearts, tongues, and lives. Eml^ace 
the gospel offer, and be afraid of offending that God 
who has humbled himself so low for our sakes, and 
wrought such great and wondrous works for us. Be 
cnreful to serve him and please him in all things, and 
abhor yin his grand enemy. 



ADVICE XV. 

Is MIDST OF THE STREET WAS THE TREE OF LIFE. — RcV. 22: 2. 

It was a sad day to mankind, when God banished 
Adam from Paradise, and from the tree of life that 
grew therein, and also shut the entry to it ! But be- 
hold God, in his free mercy, is now inviting Adam's 
banished posterity back again to abetter paradise, 
where are purer delights, and neither sin nor Sa- 
tan can enter; and where is a tree of life, Jesus 
Christ, infinitely preferable to that in Adam's Para- 
discp This tree of life far excels that in its leaves, 
shadow, firuit, and virtue ; it animates, yea, restores 
and preserves life for ever ; neither is there any flam- 
ing sword to hinder access to it. Adam's tree en- 
dured but a short time, but ours lasts forever. Other 
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trees decay, fade, and wither, but " Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever." Oh come, 
then, sit down under the shadow of this tree, eat of 
its fruit and live forever. Though the tree be now 
planted in the heavenly paradise, yet its branches, 
shadow, and fruit, extend to every believer on earth, 
as well as to saints above. Thousands of conmiuni- 
oants at the lower table have " sat under his shadow 
with great deUght, and found his fruit sweet to their 
taste." Christ is a tree that bears fruit at all times, 
every month, and even in the sharpest winter months 
of sickness and death. 

There are some useful trees in the world, that 
afford all necessaries to men, such as meat, drink, 
physic, and clothing. Behold God hath provided 
such a tree for us. Jesus Christ affords us all these. 
1. Meat He tells us. That " his flesh is meat in- 
deed ; " that is, his flesh wounded and dying, yields 
strengthening food for the sold in respect of its fruits 
and effects. It is food well prepared; the Holy 
Trinity spent a whole eternity in preparing it. It is 
meat well seasoned ; it is seasoned with the love of 
God, with the blood of Christ, and spiced with the 
graces of the Spirit. 2. Drink. Christ's blood is 
also drink indeed to the soul, in respect of its com- 
fortable effects ; such as pardon, peace, light, life, 
strength, etc. These streams from the Rock are most 
refreshing cordials and savory drink ; savory to God, 
savory to angels, and most savory to every soul tha* 
hath tasted it. It is a sweet cup that is put into 
your hand, if you have faith, but it is poisonous to an 
unworthy communicant that wants faith. But, if it 
be worthy, the drink will poison sin, quicken grace, 
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and refresh the soul. Fear not, O believer, to take a 
good draught; faith will make the cup medicinal 
and restorative to thy soul, and it will only kill and 
destroy thy lusts,. 3. Physic The leaves of this tree 
are for '^the healing of the nations." Christ hath 
many healing promises, which, when applied by faith, 
are most useful to purge out sin and corruption, and 
to heal all the soul's wounds and diseases. 4. This 
tree affords clothing also. Poor fallen Adam, when 
naked, went to the fig-tree for leaves to cover him; 
but, oh let his posterity, go to the tree of life, where 
they shall get infinitely better clothing, even Christ's 
perfect righteousness. Behold a rich robe, set with 
the pearls and diamonds of heaven ; a robe, so broad 
as to cover the whole elect world. It also covers all 
the spots and infirmities of believers; so that not 
one of them is to be seen. This robe is as broad as 
the law, which we are told is exceeding broad. And 
it is as beautiful as broad, for it makes every elect 
soul amiable, and acceptable to God. Never then 
was there such a tree, either in the earthly or the 
heavenly paradise, as our glorious tree of Hfe, Jesus 
Christ O hungry souls, here is meat! O thirsty 
souls, here is drink ! O diseased souls, here is med- 
icine! O naked souls, here is clothing! O come 
then, to this tree of life, and you have all things nec- 
essary for you. 

O communicants, you are called to take a view of 
this blessed tree, as it was hewn, mangled, and cut 
down by the axe of justice, when he died upon the 
cross for you. Even in his mangled condition, he is 
a most beautiful and engaging sight to the eye of 
faith ! O believers, behold your princely Jesus lifted 
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up on a bloody cross, on the top of Mount Calvary, 
for all nations to see him, and gather to him for food 
and healing. Since that mount was first created, it 
never produced such a tree, or such precious firuit, as 
the Lord of Glory hanged on the tree of the cross, 
that was planted there some hours. Christ's hang- 
ing on it changed its nature fi-om a cursed to a blessed 
tree, a tree of life and salvation. This tree of life 
made Mount Calvary, a sweet and lovely paradise 
that day, (notwithstanding all the malefactors' bones 
that they scattered upon it) and the fi-uit growing on 
it that day hath enriched both heaven and earth, 
and will fill heaven with eternal songs of praise. 

You are likewise called, at this time, to draw near 
a crucified Christ, the tree of life, that is always laden 
with firuit. Come as near as possible, you can win; 
shake the tree by faith, and gather as much firuit as 
you can ; eat, and lay up for after-times ; yea, gather 
and lay up for eternity. The firuil^ of this tree are 
durable and lasting, plentiful and enriching, sweet 
and satisfying, manifold and various. Rev. xxii. 
" twd.ve manner of firuits every month," which is one 
hundred and forty-four crops in the year. Likewise 
ibey are most suitable to the wants and necessities 
of your souls. What can be more suitable to the 
guilty than pardon ? to the dead than life ? to the 
hungry than bread ? to the thirsty than drink ? to the 
wounded than balm ? to the blind than eye-salve ? 
to the naked than clothing? to the impotent than 
strength? to the weary than rest? to the captive 
than liberty? to the disturbed than peace? to the 
bewildered than light ? to the warrior than victory ? 

20 
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All these, and innumerable more, are liie sweet and 
suitable fruits of the tree of life. 

Oh, then, give all diligence to secure and clear up 
your interest in this blessed tree of life and its fruits, 
which are now offered to you freely, without money 
or price. Abandon and reject the sour and un- 
savory fruits of sin, the world, and your own right- 
eousness, and embrace the tree of life in the arms 
of faith, and all its fruits are yours. Come, '*sit 
down under this shadow," at his table, and believ- 
ingly receive and feed on these delicious fruits. Oh 
how delightful and refreshing is the shadow and 
shelter of Christ's righteousness to the soul, that 
hath been scorched with a sense of divine pleasure 
for sin ! This shadow screens and protects him from 
the heat of God's wrath, from the curses of a fiery 
law, and from the slavish fears of death, and 
wrathlike dispensations. Then let every weary and 
scorched soul come at Christ*s call, and sit down 
under his shadow. Give firm credit to the gospel 
report concerning Christ's suretyship, his sufficient 
righteousness and free offers. Acquiesce heartily in 
this blessed contrivance of shelter and safety, and 
put all your trust and confidence in his righteousness 
alone ; and abide contentedly under his shadow, with- 
out wandering from it, or going from tree to tree as 
many do, seeking rest or shelter. Surely all who 
leave Christ, and wander after the shadow of crea- 
ture comforts, or their own doings, for relief, will 
disquiet themselves in vain; for there is no safety 
or rest anywhere, but under the shadow of the tree 
of life. Here only you will find protection and pro- 
vision. This made the spouse say, Cant 2 : 3, " I 
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sat down under his shadow" with great delight, 
" and his fruit was sweet to my taste." 

Let all those, who have experienced the safety and 
sweetness of Christ's shadow and fruit, bless God 
who gave them counsel, and drew them to this hap- 
piness. See that you abide close under this shadow, 
and make it your continual resort. Christ speaks to 
you, as David to Abiathar, when he fled to him from 
Saul's cruelty, " Abide thou with me, fear not, for he 
that seeketh my life, seeketh thy life, but with me 
thou shalt be in safeguard." Likewise pity and 
pray for them who slight the tree of life and are 
going through all the trees of the wood for rest and 
satisfaction, but cannot find it. Oh commend this 
blessed tree to them, and invite them to come and 
sit down under the shadow of it, where they will find 
all things. Say to them, as Philip to Nathaniel, 
" Come and see." Be also looking out, and longing 
for the full enjoyment of the tree of life in the para- 
dise above, where you shall eternally " sing among 
the branches of it," meet with all your friends, and 
eat the fruits with a far better appetite and relish 
than ever any did here below. 



ADVICE XVI. 

A MAN SHALL BB A HIDING-PLACE PROM THE WIND, AND A COV- 
ERT FROM THE TEMPEST. — Isaiah 32 : 2. 

Whatever storms or tempests believers axe exposed 
to here, Christ is an excellent shelter and hiding- 
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place from them. Before Adam's fall, all was calm 
and serene ; but since that, the world has become a 
weary wilderness, fuU of tempests, and as soon as 
one is laid, another is ready to blow. There are 
storms of outward afflictions, sickness, losses, and 
disappointments, and many wrath-like dispensations 
of Providence ; there are storms of temptaticms from 
Satan, challenges from conscience, thunderings from 
Mount Sinai, desertions from God, reproaches and 
persecutions from the world. And yet all these 
storms are but like drops before the shower, if com- 
pared with the terrible storm of wrath to come, 
which is abiding the ungodly and unbelieving. But 
gtory to infinite wisdom and free love, for finding out 
a proper hiding-place for lost sinners amidst these 
storms, to which we are called to turn, Zech. 9 : 12, 
" Turn ye to the strong-hold, ye prisoners of hope.^ 
The man Christ is an excellent starong-hold and 
hitling-place against all storms whatsoever ; in him 
there is sufficient room and accommodation for us, 
hia wounds are wide, his mercy large, his merits infi- 
nite, his offers free, his calls most gracious and ex- 
tcasive, Isaiah 45 : 22, " Look to me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth." The access is declared 
free, and the way patent, to all who turn to this 
strong-hold for shelter, and never was any excluded 
that turned to it. 

A crucified Jesus, O communicants, represented 
to you in the sacrament, is the strong-hold and 
hiding-place to which you are called to turn by faith 
for shelter and safety, from the sword of justice. In 
him there are, excellent clefts for shelter. Cant. 2 : 14, 
wliich you ought to be well acquainted with. There 
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are the clefts of his wounds and merits, which all 
Christ's doves flee to, when storms arise. There is 
also the cleft of his power, the cleft of his wisdom, 
the cleft of his love, and the deft of his faithfulness ; 
many a storm have they escaped in these clefts. In 
this hiding-place there are also chambers of safety, 
to which you may retire when the tempest blows, 
Isaiah 26 : 20, There are the chambers of Christ's 
offices and sweet relations, which he hath assumed 
for the safety and comfort of believers ; in each of 
these many of them have found shelter when storms 
have blown. There is also the pleasant chamber of 
his covenant, with the closets of its promises, which 
afford sweet retiring places in tempestuous times. 
Oh study to be acquainted with them. David was 
well acquainted with the well-ordered covenant and 
its promises, and had recourse thereto in troublous 
times, and particularly when he was threatened with 
the storm of death, 2 Sam. 23 : 5, '^ Although my 
house be not so with God, yet he hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure ; this is all my salvation." And he pleads the 
promises of this covenant for his safety. Psalms 119 : 
49, " Remember thy word to thy servant, upon which 
thou hast caused me to hope." Come, then, by the 
exercise of faith, and shut yourselves up in these 
sweet chambers at the Lord^s table, and take com- 
placency in viewing and walking through them. 

Christ crucified is a covert and hiding-place to 
believers, and to every thing that belongs to them. 
He is even a covert to their bodies in time of danger, 
so was he to his disciples when the storm was break- 
ing upon himself, John 18 : 8, " If ye seek me, let 
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these go their way," But more especially he is a 
covert to their souls, these he accounts precious as 
his jewels ; he hides them in his wounds, and " keeps 
them by his power, through faith, unto salvation." 
He is also a covert to their graces, and keeps them in 
life when ready to die, and saves them from being 
overwhelmed in the day of tempest? What had 
become of David and of Peter's grace, under violent 
storms of temptation, if he had not been a covert to 
them. Many a time hath he preserved the smoking 
flax, and the bruised reed, under the most dang^ous 
storms. Likewise Christ is a covert to their evi- 
dences and marks of grace ; he preserves them, and 
keeps them legible, after many blots which sin and 
Satan do cast upon them. He hath the blessed art 
of recovering and clearing up their evidences, when 
they are frequently given up for lost in times of 
backsliding. 

Let aU consider how miserable they are who have 
no interest in this hiding-place; you that are out 
of Christ, have no covert from the tempest, you can 
neither have safety nor comfort in times of trouble. 
Nay, when any storm blows from without, a guilty 
conscience will be ready to raise a storm within ; and 
also show you a more terrible storm gathering, even 
the wrath that is to come ; v^ath still coming, but 
never all come ; a storm that will still be blowing, 
but never will blow over. Oh what will become of 
you, if death come upon you in this shelterless state, 
when out of Christ the only hiding-place ! to be sure 
then " hell will follow the pale horse." To whom 
then will you flee for help or shelter ? The rocks or 
hills wiU not be hiding-places to you, if Christ do 
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not hide you. No creature will screen or pity you, 
if Christ do it not. All the creatures will take paxt 
with their Creator against you, and instead of hiding 
you, they will be ready to divulge and accuse you to 
the pursuer, " the justice of God." K you cry to the 
heavens, cannot the vast expanded heavens afford 
me a hiding-place from the tempest? No, will they 
say, there is no refuge, no entrance here for the slight- 
ers of Christ; we will open only to rain fire and 
brimstone, and furious storms upon their heads. K 
you look to the air, and say, Is there no hiding-place 
through the vast regions of the air for me ? No, tiie 
air is transparent, and will discover the criminal, and 
will raise a whirlwind of wrath to blow you into helL 
K you cry to the sea, Is there no hiding-place in all 
the depths of the spacious sea to shelter me from the 
Lamb's wrath ? No, the sea will give up her dead 
to be judged, and wiU rage furiously against you. 
K you look to the earth, Is there no cave nor pit in 
aU the earth to hide me from the dreadful storm ? 
No, the earth, instead of hiding you, will open its 
mouth, and let you go quick down to hell, for slight- 
ing the wounds of Christ, that were opened to shel- 
ter you. 

Oh let every sinner then, flee now, while it is time, 
to those blessed wounds of Jesus for safety. " Be of 
good comfort" O sinner, " rise, he calleth thee;" 
rise and come, for there is yet room ; forsake all false 
shelters and lying refuges. Absolute mercy, a blame- 
less walk, convictions, resolutions, prayers, tears, 
ordinances, ministers wiU not be a hiding-place to 
you, if Christ be neglected. Nothing can satisfy jus- 
tice, or screen from wrath, but the wounds and blood 
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of the Redeemer ; therefore seek to make these only 
your covert and hiding-place. 

It concerns all to try if they have got into this 
hiding-place, and if they be among Christ's " hidden 
ones ; " so believers are called, PsaL 83 : 3. K you 
be among the hidden ones, you will have a hidden 
life, and be acquainted with a life of secret prayer 
and correspondence with heaven, and a life of faith 
and leaning upon the Son of God; you will have 
hidden food, meat the world knows not of, the hid- 
den manna of conmiunion with God. You will 
have hidden clothing, and be acquainted with put- 
ting oiF your rags, and putting on the hidden 
gannent of Christ's righteousness. You wiU have 
hiJden strength, and be acquainted with borrowing 
strength from Christ both for work and warfare. 
You will live upon hidden supports in dark and 
calamitous times, and draw comfort from the 
promises, and make these the ground of your hope. 
If you be in Christ as your hiding-place, you wiU 
be among Christ's poor and needy ones, for it is to 
Euch he is a refuge, Isaiah 25 : 4. Do you see your 
own emptiness, ill deservings, and insuflSiciency, and 
depend upon free mercy for every crumb ? Are you 
still begging at the throne of grace, and inclining to 
exalt free grace ? Saying, " Not unto us, but to 
Chtht be the glory ! " he is " all our salvation and 
all our desire." Happy are they who can lay claim 
to these marks. 
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ADVICE XVII. 

ThB lord SAIB UKTO him, what DOB8T THOU HERE, ELIJAH ? — 

1 Kings 19 : 9. 

It is the concern of every man, to be always in 
case to give account to God of his errand and design 
in every piece of work he is employed in ; and so 
ought communicants at the Lord's table, when God 
or his ministers ask them, as the Lord did Elijah| 
What.doest thou here, communicant? What is 
your business and errand at this table ? Can you 
say, I have many errands here ; I come, upon my 
Saviour's call, to celebrate the memorial of his dying 
love, that his name may be remembered to all gen- 
erations ? And " worthy is the lamb that was slain" 
to be admired, adored, and praised forever. I come 
also to subscribe and seal a marriage contract with 
him in the most solemn manner, before all the per- 
sons of the glorious Trinity, before the elect angels, 
and before all the congregation. Seeing Christ doth 
once more call me to it, after many a broken tryst, 
and hath put on his marriage robes, his dyed gar- 
ments, to win and engage my heart, I come to join 
hands with him before God, angels, and men, and 
take them aU witnesses to the bargain. Surely this 
is a good errand. Oh that the long spoken of match 
may now hold. 

Can you say, I am come to a rich and liberal Sav- 
iour, to supply my needs out of his fulness ? I come 
on a good day when he uses to deal bountifully with 
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the poor and needy, and to say to them, as the King 
to Esther, " What is thy petition ? and what is thy 
request ? " Well, is Ihy petition ready ? Dost thou 
come with the publican's petition, " God, be merciful 
to me a sinner ? " Or witli David's petition, " Lord, 
be merciful to me ; heal my soul, for I have sinned 
against thee ? " Or with that petition, " Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than the snow ? " Or with that, " Let 
my soul live, and it shall praise thee ? " Or do you 
come with the Spouse's petitions and requests, 
" Draw me, and we will run after thee ? Awake, O 
north wind, and come thou south ; blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out?" 
Surely these petitions are agreeable to your Re- 
deemer; see that you insist upon them, and press 
for an answer. Study to have a lively feeling at this 
time of all your wants. Would you have them all 
supplied at once ? Then come and embrace a cru- 
cified Jesus in the arms of faith, and he will fully 
answer them all. Would you have all your five 
senses satisfied at once ? Behold, Christ invites you 
to come to him to get it done. Would you have the 
sense of seeing satisfied ? Then he says to you : 
** Look to them and be ye saved. Behold me, be- 
hold me,, behold King Solomon, with the crown," on 
his head. Would you have the sense of hearing 
satisfied ? Then saith he, " Incline thine ear ; hearken 
to me ; give ear to my voice." Would you have the 
sense of tasting satisfied ? He saith, " Oh taste and 
see that God is good." Would you have the sense 
of touching satisfied ? He saith, " Reach hither thy 
hand, thrust it into my side ; " feel the wounds made 
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by the spear and the nails. Would you have the 
sense of smelling satisfied ? Come then to' Christ, 
vc^hose " name is as ointment* poured forth ; " and 
whose " garments smell of aloes, myrrh, and cassia." 
Come here and get all your spiritual senses satisfied 
at Christ's full feast. 

Object. But I am afiraid I am not among these 
invited guests that Christ will make welcome. Ans. 
Have you any of the Scripture characters of those 
that Christ invites? Are you among his Mends? 
Do you wish well to his cause, and interest? then 
Christ saith to you, « Eat, O firiends," Cant. 5 : 1. Is 
your heart open to Christ's offers, and willing to ac- 
cept him in all his oflSces ? Then he saith to such, 
he " will come and sup with them," Rev. 3 : 20. 
Doth your heart love him ? Then he saith, he " will 
manifest himself" to such, John 14 : 21. Are you 
poor and needy? Then he saith, " The needy shall 
not be forgotten," Psal. 9 : 18. Do you see yourself a 
lost sinner ? Then he saith, he is " come to seek and 
caU " such, Luke 19 : 10. Matt. 9 : 13. Do you feel 
sin to be a heavy burden ? Then he bids the "heavy 
laden come to him," Matth. 9: 28. Do you hunger 
and thirst for Christ ? He saith, " He fills the hungry 
with good things," Luke 1 : 53. Are you sensible 
of backslidings ? He invites such to come to him, 
Jer. 3 : 14. Are you desirous to put on the wedding 
garment ? Then, you shall neither be excluded, nor 
neglected. Do you earnestly seek for his Holy 
Spirit? He assures you, he is more willing to 
" give the Spirit to them that ask it, than loving 
parents are to give bread to their hungry children." 
What is men's compassion to their children, in corn- 
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parison of Clirist to his ? "Well, then, you may rest 
on Christ's word ; for he is not more free in making 
promises, than faithfiil in making them good. He is 
a God that " keeps covenant to a thousand genera- 
tions.'^ Venture then upon his word, and come to 
his table with hope and expectation to get all your 
wants supplied. 

Let me again ask you, as God did Elijah, " What 
dost thou here," communicant? Can you say ftat 
you are come to get a heart-affecting sight of the 
blood and wounds of the glorious Redeemer, so as 
you may love Christ, and hate sin more than ever ? 
That ii^ a good errand, and what God will surely 
approve. Come, then, draw near, as it were, to the 
foot of the cross, and take a narrow and dose view 
of his wounds, and of the blood tihiat streams from 
them. Observe how fast the blood runs down from 
his hands to the ground, faster than ever tears run 
down from your eyes for sin, that caused the shed- 
ding of his blood ? Christ is not sparing of his blood 
for you, however sparing you be of your tears for 
him. Draw yet nearer, and lay your ear to his 
wounds. Listen and hear what they say. What is 
the language of the two wounds iti his hands? 
" Come to me, and cast your guilty soul into my 
bleeding, outstretched arms," and I will save you 
from the sword of justice. Lay your ear to the two 
wounds in his feet, and hear what they say, " Run 
to me, and cast yoxurself down at my feet," and I 
will protect you from the avenger of blood. HeaAen 
to the deep wound in his side, saying, " Flee to me,'* 
O trembling dove, " and I will shelter thee in this 
deft of the rock." Thou hast not free access to the 
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ark, behold the window opened in the side of it 
look in at it, and see my heart burning with love. 
Yea, " thrust in thy hand to my side," unbelieving 
Thomas, and " feel my bleeding heart " how warm 
it is to you, and "be no more faithless, but be- 
lieving." 

O communicant, can you come to the foot of 
Christ's cross and see his wounds, and hear such 
language, and your heart not be affected with love to 
Christ, and hatred to sin ? Can you behold Christ 
thus cruelly used, nailed to the tree, bleeding and 
dying in your room? Can you see the heavens 
turning black, the sun drawing in its head, the earth 
quaking and the rocks rending at the sufferings of 
the Son of God, and your heart not quake for sin, 
that awakened the sword of justice against him as 
our surety ? Oh what cause have you to be ashamed 
of the hardness of your hearts at such a sight, and 
to cry to God that the heart of stone may be changed 
into a heart of flesh, and that the fire of Christ's love 
may descend and kindle such a flame in your soul, 
as may melt your firozen affectionsj and consume the 
stubble of your lusts and corruptions. Of old the 
Lord used to answer his people's prayers and sacri- 
fices by fixe from heaven. Pray that he may answer 
yours in like manner, by kindling a holy fire in your 
soul, as he did in the heart of the two disciples going 
to Emmaus ; even a twofold fire, to wit, a fire of 
love to Christ, and a fire of indignation against sin. 
Oh love the Lord Jesus as your treasure and portion; 
let your thoughts be mainly upon him, and your 
soul's breathings after him. Be much concerned for 
his interest and cause, and for the spreading of his 

21 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



242 8AC&AMENTAL ADVICES. 

kingdom and glory in the world. And be looking 
out, and longing for the fuU and perfect enjoyment 
of him. Likewise keep up a strong aversion to sin, 
and to what is opposite to Christ, and injurious to 
his interest and kingdom ; look always upon sin as 
the grand enemy and murderer of Christ, and there- 
fore do not spare it. 



ADVICE XVIII. 

JsaUS SAITH UNTO HIM, WILT THOU BE MADE WHOLE? — John 

5:6. 

This miraculous healing pool of Bethesda, at 
which the impotent man had laid thirty eight years, 
was a type of the Messiah, and the fountain of his 
blood opened and set forth in gospel ordinances, for 
heaUng all our spiritual diseases. And Christ's 
method of healifig this man, teaches us, that if we 
would be healed, we must be willing to wait at the 
pool of ordinances, till the Spirit come to stir the 
waters, apply the blood, and effect the cure. And 
in the mean time, we must be sensible of our disease, 
and look up to Christ our great physician, with 
earnest desires for healing. This is imported in 
Christ's question, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " 

O communicants, you are diseased by sin, and the 
plagues of your hearts ; these have blasted the prim- 
itive beauty of the soul, and brought on it a ghastly 
deformity, with much pain and weakness. Your 
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diseases are manifold ; atheistical thoughts, misbelief, 
and ignorance of God's truths, are woeful plagues 
hardness of heart, and earthly-mindedness, formality 
and heart-wanderings in duty, trusting to your own 
righteousness, ingratitude, and backsliding from 
God ; these are diseases you ought all to be sensible 
of God would have "every man to know the 
plague of his own heart," 1 Kings 8 : 38, in order to 
his being made whole. These are the sick that 
Christ is ready to come to heal, Matt, 9 : 12. Christ 
first makes men sick and sensible before he makes 
them whole. Have you then any acquaintance with 
this healthful, preparatory sickness ? Have you been 
made sensible of the dangerous nature of your dis- 
ease, and thoughtful and solicitous about the issue 
of it ? Have you been made to groan under the bur- 
den of your disease, saying, " I am troubled and 
bowed down greatly, I. go mourning all the day 
long ? " Have you seen there is no healing in your- 
selves, or in your convictions, prayers, tears, or ref- 
ormations ? and that it is only in Christ, who hath 
an infinite fulness of merit and spirit to suit your 
desperate malady? Are you willing to submit to 
the physician's prescriptions for healing ? Be the pill 
or portion never so bitter, you will swallow it. Is it 
your cry, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? " 
These are tokens of a right preparatory sickness. 
May the Holy Spirit work them in you. 

The great meritorious means of your healing is 
the blood of Jesus Christ, which is set before you in 
the sacrament, for you to look and apply by faith. 
As the Israelites were made sensible of their stings 
before they looked to the brazen serpent for healing, 
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SO must ye, in order to your prizing of Christ, and 
looking to his blood for healing your spiritual plagues. 
Now the fountain is open, and the healing streams 
run freely on both sides of the table. Come, then, 
with a feeling of your diseases and bathe in them 
for curing your hard hearts, your blind eyes, your 
weak hands, your feeble knees, your lame feet, and 
cold affections. Oh impotent man, are you lying at 
the side of the pool while the waters are stirring? 
Have you no strength to move forward, and is there 
none to put you in ? Oh then, look up to Christ, 
that healed the impotent man after many years 
waiting. Look to him by faith, as he calls you, 
Isaiah 14 : 22, " Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth." As I offer myself to every 
diseased soul in particular, as well as to all in gen- 
eral, so let every soul embrace me as his Saviour, 
and apply my blood to his particular diseases. Faith 
is a healing grace, not only its touches, but its very 
looks are healing ; hence Christ said to several who 
were healed, " Thy faith hath made thee whole." 
Oh see, then, if you have got this healing faith. 

Quest How may I know if my faith be of this 
kind? Ans. A healing faith will make the soul 
heartily approve the gospel method of salvation, 
embrace God's testimony and close with his gospel 
offer in all respects. And it hath in it, an appropri- 
ating trust in the merit and virtue of Christ's blood, 
offered to the sinner in particular for his pardon and 
healing, which makes him rest upon Christ as his 
Saviour, and venture his soul upon his merit and 
promise. In this healing faith of a diseased sinner, 
there is a particular acceptance of, and confidence in 
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a craoified Christ, corresponding to that free gospel 
offer which he makes of himself to the distressed 
souL This faith brings him to a fixed resolution to 
lie at the physician's door, and depend upon him 
alone for healing. And it makes him cast open aU 
the doors of his soul to receive and entertain his phy- 
sician. Now, oh poor impotent soul, if there be such 
a fcdth as this wrought in thee, then thy faith in 
Christvmakes thee whole. The healing balm is ap- 
plied, the cure begun, and shall shortly be perfected. 
" Be oi good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee ; Jesus 
Christ maketh thee whole." 

It concerns you also, to try if the happy effects of 
his healing faith appear in you, whereby you may 
conclude, that the strength of your disease is broken 
by virtue of the blood of Christ, and that you. have 
got it applied for curing your heart-atheism, hard- 
ness, unbelief, pride, carnality, and particularly your 
weakness of hands and feebleness of knees. So that, 
though formerly they were so weak and feeble, that 
you could not lift up the one, nor bow down the 
other in prayer with any fervency and liveliness, yet 
now it is otherwise. Then this is a good token the 
strength of the disease is broken, Christ has taken 
you into his hospital, and has you under cure, 
by the daily application of his blood and Spirit, 
and you are on the way of recovery. Can you 
say further, that your thirst after sin and the world 
is greatly abated, and that your appetite for com- 
munion with Christ in ordinances, is happily in- 
creased? Can you bear the light better than be- 
fore? Do you love searching sermons? All these 
are good signs. Have you a high esteem of your 
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physician, and do you entertain him kindly when 
he visits you ? Have you recovered more strength 
and willingness to serve him in the way of com- 
manded duties? And have you a holy fear and 
jealousy of every thing that might bring on a rdapse 
into your old distempers? Then there is good hope, 
through grace, that your faith is a healing Mth, th» 
work of healing is begun, and so far carried on. 
Christ is our rock, and his work is perfect. ^ 

Oh, then, study to be thankful to your great phy^ 
sician, saying, " What shall I render to the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me ? Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits. Who foac- 
giveth thine iniquities, healeth all thy diseases, and 
redeemeth thy soul from destruction ; who reneweth 
thy youth like the eagle's, maketh thee run and not 
weary, walk and not faint. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, accordii^g to 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ firom 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for us." Then the cure shall be perfected, and we 
shall dwell always beside our physician, and enjoy 
uninterrupted health forever and ever. Express your 
thankfulness, by being witnesses for Christ, shining 
as lights before others, commending Christ and his 
ways to them, hating all sin, abstaining firom it, re- 
proving sin in others, and testifying against it. Be 
meek and lowly in your carriage, deal uprightly with 
all men, love all that bear Christ's image, be zealous 
for family religion, for sanctifying the Sabbath, and 
attending God's ordinances. Pray earnestly for the 
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coming of Christ's kingdom upon the earth, and do 
all you can to promote it 

Watch and pray against backslidings and relapses 
into old distempers, and. for that end be bumble and 
self-diffident, trust not to your own strength and 
conduct, and be always jealous of your corrupt and 
deceitful hearts. " Live by faith upon the Son of 
God," looking to him both for righteousness and 
strength. And because you are environed with ene- 
mies, " put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the deviL" 
It is not the armor of your own resolutions, it is the 
armor of God, even the graces of the Spirit. It is 
not some graces or parts of that armor, it is the whole 
armor, all the Christian graces. It is not enough to 
have the armor in the house, or grace in the habit ; 
no, it must be put on daily, worn and exercised. God 
hath proved different pieces of armor for you, the 
sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the helmet of 
hope, the breastplate of righteousness, but there is 
nothing for the back, for God disowns runaways. 
Heb. 10 : 38. " If any man draw back," etc. 



ADVICE XIX. 

Akd this day shali< bb itnto tou for a memorial. — Exod. 
12: 14. 

As the Passover was a memorial both of the de- 
liverance from Egypt, and the redemption of Christ, 
so a commimion Sabbath is a memorial of sundry 
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remarkable things, and ought to be held as a most 
memorable day by every believer, as it brings to our 
remembrance the greatest events and blessings. 

1. A commmiion Sabbath is a lively memorial of 
Christ's death ; for the sacrament administered that 
day by breaking of bread, and pouring out of wine, 
is a visible representation of Christ's death, by the 
breaking of Christ's body, and pouring forth his 
blood on the cross ; an event which God will have 
remembered till the end of the world, and through 
all eternity. Why ? because by it God's perfections 
are highly glorified, and the elect world redeemed 
from hell. Christ did institute the ordinance to be 
a standing monument of his death while the world 
stands, 1 Cor. 11 : 26, " As often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come." And a monument of the won- 
derful love of God in giving his Son, and of the .Son 
in giving himself to be a sacrifice for our sins. By this 
memorial God would teach us the inestimable value 
of Christ's death, as the greatest obligation he ever 
put upon the world, and that we ought to declare 
our gratitude to God for the favor in the most open 
and public manner, and rely upon Christ's death and 
sacrifice as the foimdation of all our hopes of pardon 
and salvation. The death of Jesus Christ is the 
most worthy subject of the discourse and praise, both 
of the redeemed on earth and the glorified in heaven, 
according to Rev. 1:6. 5 : 9-12. Hence it was that 
Moses and Elias, when they came from heaven to 
Mount Tabor to wait upon the Lord when trans- 
figured, made choice of Christ's death for the subject 
of their conversation. Luke 9 : 31. And good reason, 
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for Christ's death was the spring and cause of all 
their glory in heaven ; neither Moses nor Elias had 
shone there, if it had not been for Christ's death. 

2. A communion Sabbath is a special memorial 
to us of Christ's resurrection from the grave, which 
was on the first day of the week, and hence called 
the Lord's day, it being the most honorable day to our 
Lord Redeemer, and the most joyful day to all the re- 
deemed, as it gave a clear proof of the perfection of 
Christ's sacrifice to divine justice, and that our surety's 
satisfaction was accepted for our complete justifica- 
tion and absolution. Hereby it appeared that the 
elect's debt was discharged, their redemption finished, 
and tiieir cautioner liberated firom prison. This day 
Christ was " declared to be the Son of God with 
power." As his death did show him to be truly man, 
so his resurrection did manifest him to be truly God, 
and, the great Redeemer of the world. This was the 
day of Christ's victory and triumph, in which he 
solemnly appeared to be the Captain of our salvation, 
and obtained a glorious victory over all his and the 
church's enemies. This day he triumphed over the 
grave, death, and hell, and over sin, Satan, and 
wicked men. Now death was unstinged, the grave 
lost its purchase, the serpent's head was bruised, the 
powers of hell vanquished, and they were all swal- 
lowed up in victory. Likewise Christ by his resur- 
rection, as the head of the church, gave to all the 
members of his body a sure pledge and earnest of 
their resurrection from the grave at the last day, to 
eternal life. And on this day he rested firom all his 
works of suffering and redemption, and rejoiced in 
the review of them with infinite delight and compla- 
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cency. Now a communion Sabbath is a bright me- 
morial of this glorious day, which is to be had in 
everlasting remembrance. O believer, remember it 
with thankfulness and joy. 

3. This day is a memorial of your spiritual resu^ 
rection and new birth, as it declares your reception 
into God's family, and seals your title to the privi- 
leges of his children, that you are born " heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ, of the heavenly in- 
heritance." And though the Lord's supper be not 
a converting ordinance in its own nature, yet the 
preaching of a crucified Christ this day, has been 
the means of converting many thousands, and, in 
many others, of beginning the pangs and forerunners 
of the new birth, namely, saving convictions of sin, 
and inquiries after Christ, and salvation through him, 
which have ended in their conversion. O pray that it 
may be such a day to you and many others ! 

4. This day is a memorial of your marriage day, 
because on it you renew your marriage covenant 
with Christ, the bridegroom of the church. Minis- 
ters, by the gospel offers, court your souls to Christ, 
saying, as those did to Rebekah, Gen. 24 : 58, " Will 
you go with the man Christ ? " On the communion 
day, you solemnly give your answer as she did, "we 
will go ; " and at the Lord's table you seal your en- 
gagement Likewise this day is a memorial of the 
consummation of your marriage with Christ at the 
great day, when he will come to receive home his 
espoused bride, and conduct her to the King's 
palace with joy and triumph. O prepare and long 
for that day ! 

5. The communion Sabbath is a memorial of youi 
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crucifying sin, which was the cause of your Redeem- 
er's death. At this ordinance you draw virtue 
from the death of Christ, to kill sin, and mortify 
strong lusts. Many wrestUng believers have been 
enabled at this occasion, to give a death wound to 
those lusts and idols they had been long struggling 
against before. Resolve, then, in Christ's strength, 
that sin shall not outlive this day ; it is most just to 
revenge the death of Christ upon it. 

6. A communion Sabbath is a memorial of Christ's 
conquest and coronation. For on this day Christ 
frequentiy receives the fruit and reward of the travail 
of his soul and his bitter agonies, by overcoming 
hearts, deposing Satan from his throne, and deliver- 
ing souls from his thraldom, and translating them 
into his own kingdom. And, at this occasion, all 
worthy communicants do, as it were, put a crown of 
glory and honor upon Christ's head, by renouncing 
sin, Satan, and all that had exercised dominion over 
them before, and giving their full and hearty con- 
sent, that Christ alone shall reign over them forever. 
Christ is so delighted with this, that he esteems it 
his coronation day. Cant. 3 : 11. Oh come then, and 
yield your hearts to Christ, and pray that the com- 
munion day may be a day of his coronation and con- 
quest, when sinners shall give their free and wilhng 
consent to the dethroning of Satan, and enthroning 
of Ejing Jesus ; come under Christ's sceptre and gov- 
ernment, and abandon all his enemies, for he hath 
best right to the throne, and the justest title to reign 
over you. 

7. A communion Sabbath is a lively memorial 
and emblem of the everlasting Sabbath above, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



252 SAOBAMENTAL ADVICES* 

the heavenly feast that shall never end Why? 
because on a communion Sabbath here, there is an 
assembling of God's people to give thanks for re^ 
deeming love, and to feed upon Christ and his pur- 
chase, with satisfaction and songs of praise. In like 
manner, in the heavenly Sabbath, there will be a 
great gathering of all the saints to admire and praise 
God for redeeming goodness, and to sit down and 
feast with Christ forever, upon the benefits of his 
purchase. Oh, how great is the plenty, variety, the 
fulness of provision and satisfaction which is at the 
upper table ! there they feed upon eternal redemption 
jfrom hell and wrath, perfect freedom from sin and 
Satan, and from all afflictions and complaints. 
They feed upon the glorious presence of God in 
human nature, the constant shinings of his face, and 
intimations of his love ; the bright discoveries of the 
works of God in creation and providence, and es-. 
pecially in the redemption of men by Christ. And 
in this festival they have perfect satisfaction, joined 
with eternal songs of praise. But oh, how far will 
the communion Sabbath above excel those we have 
here below I Here we mix our praises with mourn- 
ing and tears, because of sin prevailing, or the Spirit 
withdrawing. Here Judases and unworthy guests 
thrust in among the disciples, but at the higher table 
there is no such mixture, all is pure and holy, and 
there is nought to allay their joy. Here our com- 
munion Sabbaths are soon over, and nights, week- 
days, and trials succeed tiiem ; but the communion 
Sabbath above, the feast, music, and assembly are 
everlasting, without interruption or uneasiness of 
any sort. Oh, then, improve these short Sabbaths, as 
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memorialB and means to prepare you for this ever- 
lasting Sabbath, and in all ordinances here, keep 
your eye upon the heavenly festival. 



ADVICE XX. 

How BHALL I PUT TU£E AMONG TU£ CHILDREN? ThOU SHALT 

CALL ME, MY FATHER. — Jeremiah 3 I 19. 

Though there be mountains of diflSculties in the 
way of sinners' salvation, yet God, in his free mercy, 
hath found out an expedient to get over them ; even 
by making choice of God as our God and Father in 
Christ. That you may admire his grace the more, 
take a view of the difficulties that lie in the way. 
God might say, " How shall I put thee among the 
children" of my family, who are the offspring of 
apostate and rebellious parents, who ungratefully 
departed from God without any provocation, sold 
themselves to the devil to do his drudgery, and re- 
belled against a most gracious Gt>d, and loving 
Father ? And how shall I put you that have sinned 
after the similitude of Adam, among my children ? 
How shall I be reconciled to such treacherous 
dealers? Again he might say, "How shall I put 
you among my children," who are condenmed rebels 
in the hands of infinite justice, and whom I am 
engaged by my truth to destroy, having said, " The 
soul that sinneth shall die." Here is a burning 
22 
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mountain of justice in the way of your salvation ; 
how shall mercy get over it to help you ? " How shall 
I put you among my children," whose hearts are 
fuU of enmity against me, and have all your days 
been plotting with the devil, and assisting him to 
fight against me, and pull the crown off my head ? 
" How shall I put you among my children," who are 
so deformed, polluted, and loathsome ? " How shall 
I put you among my children," who have been aU 
your days Satan's vassals, drudging at his work, 
grinding in his prison, and serving divers lusts 
and pleasures ? " How shall I put you among my 
children," who are impotent and lame, cannot run 
my errands, nor move one step in my service, nor 
do any thing to please or glorify me ? " How shall 
I put you among my children," who hate my chil- 
dren and my image in them, and have preferred 
the devil's children to mine? "How shall I put 
you among my children," that hate my children's 
bread, and chose rather to feed on husks with the 
swine? "How shall I put yon among my chil- 
dren," that never liked my children's work, never 
loved prayer, praise, nor any spiritual employment ? 
" How shall I put you among my children " who are 
sinners in Zion, have sat many years under gospel 
offers and calls to come to Christ, and have slighted 
them all, and bolted the door against my dear Son, 
and quenched the motions of my Spirit ? " How 
shall I put you among my children," who have been 
so impenitent and hard-hearted all your days, as 
never to drop one tear for any of all the black and 
heinous sins you have committed against me? 
" How shall I put you among my children " who 
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have never kept one word to me, but have broken all 
yonr baptismal engagements, and gone over to the 
devil's camp, and harbored my enemies ? Oh, how 
is it that God can come over these mountains, to 
put such as you among the children, and allow you 
to sit down at the children's table, and eat of their 
bread ? how is this consistent with the honor and 
holiness of God ? 

Blessed be Grod who hath found out a way to 
come over all these mountains, by providing a Me- 
diator to satisfy justice for our sins, and proclaim a 
new covenant, that whosoever accepts of the Medi- 
ator, and makes choice of God as his God and 
Father in him, shall be taken into God's family, and 
be numbered among his children, notwithstanding 
all that you have done to provoke him to cast you 
off. " Thou shalt call me, my father." Wonderful 
condescension, that he should allow such prodigals 
and runaways at all to speak to him, and far more 
that he should put words in their mouths, and such 
kindly words, as "my Father!" amazing goodness! 

If you would make this address aright, and take 
hold of his covenant, be taken in among the children 
of God, and allowed to come to his table and eat of 
their bread, you must be truly grieved for your long 
rebellion against your heavenly Father, and slighting 
his oiHTers of mercy and pardon through Christ ; you 
must be deeply humbled before him, and fall in with 
the gospel method of access to him by a Mediator; 
you must quit all dependence on your own right- 
eousness, and break with all your Father's enemies ; 
you must make a free and hearty choice of God, as 
your God and father in Christ, resting wholly upon 
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Christ's mediation and righteousness for acceptance 
with God ; you must make a surrender of yourselves, 
and all you have to him, and engage in Christ's 
strength to serve him, as obedient children. 

Oh, come then, enter into covenant with Grod and 
make choice of him as your Father in Christ ; this 
is the only expedient for removing the difficulties in 
the way of your salvation, and for taking you into 
God's family, and numbering you among his chil- 
dren ; unless you fall in with it, you have no ri^t to 
the children's bread, you will be unworthy commu- 
nicants, and eat and drink judgment to yourselves. 
Oh, then prevent it, by entering into covenant with 
God, that you may be taken in among the children. 
Oh, young persons, let me put the matter home to 
you, as Joshua did to the Israelites, " choose you 
this day whom you will serve ! " Choose you whom 
you will take for your father, whether God or the 
devil! Both are courting your hearts; which of 
them will you yield to ? Is there any so foolish as to 
halt betwixt two opinions in this case ? Is there any 
so mad as to stand in doubt whether to dwell with 
Christ or the devil forever? Now Michael and his 
angels, and the dragon and his angels, are struggling 
for your hearts; a cuiming devil is holding, and a 
dying Saviour is drawing; now cast the balance, 
and show which of them you incline to. The eyes 
of the holy Trinity are on you, the eyes of angels 
and men are on you, to see what the issue will be. 
Oh then be wise and come presentiy, and make a 
surrender of your hearts to God in Christ. There 
is no music so melodious in God's ears, as the voice 
of young persons weeping and covenanting with 
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God. The season of youth is the male in your flock, 
it belongs to God, let him have it ; they are cursed 
who deny it to him, and reserve the blind and the 
lame to God, such as the dregs of old age, or sick- 
ness, Mai. 1:7. 

O communicants, always bring Christ along with 
you in your covenanting with God ; never think of 
covenanting with him but by sacrifice; bring the 
sacrifice of Christ's death to atone for the breach of 
the first covenant, and bring his suretyship to an- 
swer for your faithfulness in the second, otherwise 
you can never call God your Father, nor be taken 
in among his children. Kemember you are all en- 
gaged in this covenant by your parents' undertaking 
for you in baptism ; but as soon as you are capable, 
God wiU have you to renew it personally and ex- 
plicitly, and to become sensible of your breaking 
this covenant, in running away from Christ's colors, 
and in going over to the devil's camp, and deeply 
sensible of your folly in delaying and standing out 
so long against Christ's gracious calls and firee offers. 

Oh, come as penitent prodigals, and mourning 
backsliders, and with your faces Zionward, weeping 
as you go, willing to enter into God's covenant, and 
give yourselves away unto the Lord, who is your 
rightful owner. Since Christ comes to you at this 
occasion, as in streams of blood, it is surely proper 
that you meet him with streams of tears for sin, that 
caused his blood to be poured forth as water ; and 
that you come presently to an open rupture with aU 
his enemies, and particularly with your unbelief, 
your pride, your passion, your hypocrisy, and other 
sins that have pierced him. Break with them all, 
22* 
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and come to him with the appropriating acts of fiutfai 
saying, " my Father, my Lord, and my God." 



ADVICE XXI. 

Thet glorified god, saying, we have seen stbange things 
TO-DAT. — Luke 5 : 26. 

Those who have been attending ordinances, ought 
to recollect what they have been seeing, doing, and 
hearing, and to be suitably affected therewith. Self- 
examination is needful after commimicating as wdl 
as before it. Had you the eyes of faith open to see 
and observe the goings of our God and King in his 
sanctuary, you may then say on the evening of a 
communion Sabbath, " We have seen strange and 
marvellous things to-day." You have seen the bloody 
tragedy of Christ's suffering represented and reacted; 
Christ with garments dipt in blood fighting a bloody 
battle for us, in which the glory of the divine attri- 
butes are wonderfully displayed Behold the free 
love and mercy of God, who was highly offended 
with us, yet contriving our redemption, and giving 
the Son of 'his love to die for us who were his ene- 
mies ; and for this end creating a new thing in the 
earth, the incarnation of an infinite person, making 
a woman, a virgin, to be mother of him that created 
her ! God incarnate is a world's wonder, Jer. 31 : 22. 
A strange thing! The Son of God consents thus to 
humble himself and die for condemned criminals ; 
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ratiier than see elect sinners plunged into the bottom- 
less pit, in his love and pity he would put himself 
into it to keep them out Here infinite wisdom dis- 
played in finding out a way to satisfy justice in 
punishing sin severely, and at the same time to grat- 
ify mercy in pardoning the sinner fireely ! ' A strange 
device ! Justice and mercy are reconciled and kiss 
one another in man's redemption by Christ's death, 
the demands are both answered, and the glory of 
both equally discovered ! Here is seen the severity 
of justice and the fierceness of God's wrath against 
sin, in not sparing his innocent Son when he came 
to be our surety, nor abating him one farthing of the 
debt! Nay, he awakened the sword of justice 
against him, and poured out the vials of his wrath 
upon him ; which kindled a fir© in his soul, made 
him sweat, and fall to the ground; and there, he 
that made the heavens, lay grovelling in the anguish 
of his spuit, and sweating blood ; Oh how heavy 
was tiie burden of guilt that pressed his soul at 
this time. 

You have seen a strange thing, blood streaming 
forth of marvellous virtue, that can soften hearts, 
though harder than a stone; that can heal all the 
wounds given you by the old serpent ; that can wash 
away the deepest stains of guilt, and make creatures 
black as hell, whiter than snow ; and though many 
thousands have been cleansed by it, yet the stream 
is nowise defiled, but still is pure and clear as crys- 
tal ! You have seen the amazing humiliation of the 
Son of God for vile worms ! a strange thing ! he was 
made a worm, a clod of dust ; yea, made sin for us ! 
Strange ! that he who thunders in the heavens, should 
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be brought to lie in the manger, and cry in the cra- 
dle ! That he who framed the heavens should work 
with a carpenter in his trade ! That the great Judge 
of all the world, should be brought to the bar, ac- 
cused as a malefactor, condemned and crucified be- 
twixt two thieves, that such criminals as you might 
have a room among the blessed ! You have seen 
the Lord of life deprived of life, to purchase life for 
you ! spotless holiness made sin, and eternal blessed- 
ness made a curse to redeem you from sin, and the 
curse due to it ! A stmnge thing ! For the Holy 
One of God to make such an exchange with you, to 
take the curse, to give you the blessing ! to take 
shame, to give you glory! to take death, to give 
you life ! to take your sins, to give you his righteous- 
ness ! A strange thing ! to see the righteousness 6f 
one man, a robe large enough to cover many thou- 
sands, so as not one spot of guilt can be seen in 
them by the eye of infinite justice! A strange 
thing ! to see Christ willing to have his side opened, 
to satisfy doubting souls of the reality of his love, 
that you might look into his heart, and see it panting 
with love to you, and hear him saying, as to Thomas, 
" be no more faithless, but believing ! " Strange ! to 
see him bowing his head on the cross, to whisper 
comfort into your ear, siaying, now " it is finished ; " 
I have drunk the brook in the way, even the wh6le 
river of God's wrath, so that there is not one drop 
left for you ; every believer's debt is paid ! A 
strange thing ! to behold the Father pleased to 
see the bruises, agonies, and sufferings of his dear 
Son, that his enemies might be eternally freed from 
them! 
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A strange thing ! to see deatii conquering death ; 
tiie death of Christ conquering all his and our ene- 
mies ! If any had seen Christ entering the lists with 
death and hell, law and justice, he might have stood 
amazed, and said, oh what will come of this cham- 
pion that is engaged with such strong enemies ? But 
stay a little, and you shall see him lead captivity 
captive, triumphing over them all, and fetch all he 
came for, out of the hand of the devil ! When Christ 
was brought to the cross, one might have thought 
that devils, wicked men, and death, were triumphing 
over him ; but the word saith that " on the cross he 
spoiled principalities and powers ; and made a show 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it" A 
strange mystery ! while enemies were scoffing and in- 
sulting him, Christ is triumphing over them ! A glo- 
rious conquest Christ's was, for he not only subdued 
his enemies, but conquered them so far, as to make 
them useful and serviceable to him and his people. 
Let us admire the conquest and the conqueror, though 
he was despised by men, yet like David, he glorious- 
ly subdued Goliah, that defied the armies of the God 
of Israel ; he crushed the head of the old serpent that 
had bruised his heel, and enslaved his elect ; and he 
put all his other enemies to flight! 

A strange sight, you have seen to-day, God com- 
ing over the greatest mountains of difficulties, to 
pardon and save' sinners ! taking rebels to be his chil- 
dren and favorites ; and exalting them above angels 
that never sinned! You have seen the King of 
Glory courting poor slaves, black Ethiopians, and 
inviting them with outstretched arms to come and 
match with him, and sealing the marriage covenant 
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with his blood ! You have seen him make a rich 
feast to them, and welcome them to feed on a cruci- 
fied Christ. Behold the heavenly pelican that feeds 
his young ones with his blood ! How amazing is 
the sight, that God should not only feast, but seal a 
marriage covenant with you, whose descent is base, 
whose person is ugly, whose portion is nothing but 
diseases and misery! Oh what strange sights you 
have seen to-day ! you have seen the love of Christ, 
the worth of souls, the price of pardon, an emblem 
of the higher table, to which many of your Mends 
and acquaintances are gone, where the feast will 
never end. 

You have seen, to-day, a strange act of mercy to 
guilty and ill deserving creatures, who have eat and 
drunk before the Lord, and yet on them he hath not 
laid his haiM ; he hath made no breach upon any, as 
on Uzzah, Nadab, Abihu, or the men of Bethshe- 
mesh ! He hath not struck any dead with the bread 
in their mouths, or cup in their hands ; nor sent any 
from the table to hell, though you must acknowledge 
you deserved rather to have had a cup of wrath put 
in your hand, than a cup of blessing ! A strange 
sight ! that gospel offers are still continued to those 
who have abused many sacraments and sermons ! 
that Christ should stretch out the sceptre of grace, 
and offer pardon and mercy to those who have 
crucified him afresh, and trampled Tiis blood under- 
foot. 

Have you seen evidences of gracious changes 
wrought on hearts and wills by the word, secure 
souls awakened, blind eyes opened, proud creatures 
humbled, careless sinners made to cry, " Away with 
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the world, and give me Christ, none but Christ. I 
"count all things but loss and dung in comparison of 
Christ and his righteousness." These are strange 
sights, with which you should be much affected so 
as to hate sin, love Christ, bless God, and glorify him 
with your hearts, tongues, and lives. It is the end 
of all God's works, that we should glorify him. Oh ! 
the best have reason to lament that they are so little 
affected with the marvellous things set before them 
in the word and sacrament! Surely when you com- 
pare the rock whence you are hewn, and that on 
which God sets you; and when you consider the 
low stoop Christ has made to purchase such clods 
of earth and sins with his blood, you have cause to 
be amazed at his love, and confounded at your own 
ingratitude, in being so little affected with his loving- 
kindness, or melted for sin, the cause of all his suffer- 
ings ! Oh let the strange and wonderful tokens of 
Christ's love, you have been seeing and sharing in 
the sacrament, engage you to more thankfulness in 
heart and life. Have you been washing your robes 
white in the blood of the Lamb ? be careful to keep 
them clean, and do not defile them again in the mire 
of sin ; remember your vows, and keep your face still 
towards your Father's house, which is a pure and 
undefiled dweUing ; you cannot take filthy hands or 
feet thither, for no unclean thing enters there, PsaL 
93: 6, "Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, 
forever." 
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ADVICE XXII. 

Slessed abb ye that httngeb no#, fos ye shall be filled. 
Luke 6: 21. 

In Scripture, hunger and thirst, when applied to 
spiritual things, import the same tiling, namely, a 
strong desire after spiritual and heavenly good things; 
which desire implies spiritual life, a feeling sense of 
the use of all proper means to obtain it. Now, the 
want, and a longing for food to the soul, together with 
main object of this hunger or thirst is Jesus Christ, or 
God in Christ, Psalms 42: 1,2. 63: 1. There are 
many things in Christ which the hungry soul doth de- 
sire; as, 1. Christ's blood as the soul's ransom and 
cleansing fountain. 2. Christ's Spirit, as the souPs 
quickener, comforter, and guide. 3. Christ's righteous- 
ness, as the soul's clothing and protection. 4. Christ^s 
word, as the soul's daily food and cordial. 5. Christ's 
supper, as the soul's feast and pledge of heaven. 

6. Christ's graces, as the soul's riches and ornaments. 

7. Christ's way, or holiness in heart and life, as the 
soul's path to heaven. 8. Christ's day, as the soul's 
weekly market-day for getting in provisions neces- 
sary for working, journeying, fighting, etc. 9. Christ's 
mansions above, as the soul's dweUing-place for eter- 
nal communion with God and his saints. Now, if 
ye would be truly blessed, ye must hunger and thirst 
for these things, firmly believing that in these, your 
true happiness doth lie, and not in the world of sen- 
sual things. 
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Again, see that your hunger be of the right kind, 
so that nothing can satisfy it but Christ ; the truly 
hungry soul will not be pleased with the best duties, 
ordinances, ministers, sermons, sacraments, or any 
thing without Christ. The hungry soul will adven- 
ture on the greatest difficulties for Christ ; he will 
part with any thing for him. All the treasures, 
honors, music, or comforts, of life, cannot satisfy him, 
none but Christ the soul's food. True hunger will 
put him upon the use of all means, and make him 
content to take Christ on any terms, and put a blank 
in his hand, and say, ^ Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do ? I will subscribe to any thing, only give me 
Christ, give me food to my starving soul." 

Such hungry souls are blessed, because he hath 
promised to satisfy and fill them* It is God that 
creates the appetite and excites the hungei, and 
therefore he wiU satisfy it. The hungry are the most 
earnest and importunate beggars at the throne of 
grace ; and such as he has promised to hear, Luke 
2: 9, The hungry will wait at God's door for an 
alms, and he promises, that those who "wait for 
him shall not be ashamed," Isaiali 49: 23. The 
proud, the rich, the full, and self-righteous will go 
away, if the door be not perfectly opened, but the 
hungry will ask, seek, knock, and knock again, and 
wait till God think fit to open and grant an alms. 
These God is bound by his word to satisfy. He is 
their Father, and hath the bowels of a father to pity 
his children. He hears the ravens and young lions 
when they cry, and feeds them, and will he not hesur 
his own children, and fill their hungry souls ? Yes, 
he hath promised it. 

23 
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But what is that fill he promises to the hungry ? 
Ans. He fills them with divine discoveries, as with 
the knowledge of God's greatness and majesty, so as 
to make them sensible of their own nothingness; 
and with the knowledge of God's goodness and 
jfree love to sinners in Christ, so as to make them 
fall into raptures of admiration, and cry, " Who is 
a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity?" 
Micah 7: 18. He fills them with a discov^y of 
the excellency of the gospel remedy for perishing 
souls, so as to make them say it is a device every 
way worthy of God, Christ's mediatory offices, his 
covenant, his righteousness, his blood, his purchase, 
his fulness, do nobly answer all our souls' wants and 
necessities ; they deliver us firom sin and misery, and 
they bring us grace and glory. He fills his hungry 
people with gospel promises, by letting them see 
their name in them, and giving them faith to take 
hold of them and apply them. Many a sweet fill do 
they get from such promises as these, Jer. 32 : 40. 
Ezek. 36: 26, 28. Jer. 3 : 22. 1 John 2 : 1. Rom. 16 : 
20. Heb. 13 : 6. He fills them with the intimations 
of the pardon of their sins, and with peace and joy 
in believing. Bom. 15: 13, so as to banish their 
doubts ancT fears. What a sweet fill doth Christ's 
voice give them, such as that in Matt 9 : 2. Luke 
24 : 36, 38. John 14 : 27. Rom. 8 : 1. He fills them 
with resolution and strength to conquer sin, perform 
duties, resist temptations, and bear afflictions ; when 
he speaks to them as to Paul, 2 Cor. 12 : 9, or as 
in Isaiah 41 : 10, and 42 : 2. He fills them by giving 
them sweet returns of prayer, assurance of his love, 
and of his gracious presence with them. He fills 
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them, by making over Christ's fulness and purchase 
to them, and by giving them Pisgah views of the 
promised land, and will at last fill them with glory. 

It is only the hungry that shall be filled, the needy, 
the humble, and self-denied, for " the rich are sent 
empty away," Luke 1 : 53, the rich, that is those who 
are filled with a conceit of their own strength and 
sufficiency, their gifts and performances, and go 
about to establish a righteousness of their own, and 
see not their need of Christ. These shall go empty 
away, for they do not prize Christ, nor are willing to 
come up to his terms. They go away empty of 
Christ and his riches ; but, alas, they go away filled 
with pride and self-conceit, filled with love to sin, 
love to the world, and love to their own righteous- 
ness. Oh, this is a miserable fill ! 

O hungry souls, bless God that gives you this 
appetite when others are rich and full in their own 
conceit, labor to preserve this appetite, and wait 
about God's house and table, where food is to be 
had ; and bless him even for the smallest crumbs, as 
when he gives you a greater hatred of sin, a higher 
esteem of Christ, a greater desire after heart holiness, 
a restlessness without Christ, a willingness to part 
with all for Christ, or stronger resolutions to cleave 
to Christ and duty. These crumbs are worthy of 
thanks, though ye be not filled with joy and peace in 
believing. Wait on the Lord, and wait for him in 
every ordinance and duty of his appointment, be- 
lieving him to be faithful who hath said, " They 
shall not be ashamed who wait for me." 

Object, Some may say. We have waited long, 
and have not got a crumb. Ans. Some eminent 
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saints have been put to cry, " How long wilt thou 
forget me, Lord, shall it be forever," Psalms xiiL 
But they must wait in the use of means until God's 
time come, and adore the sovereignty of God in his 
dealings with them. His people have resigned 
themselves to the care and wisdom of God, who 
knows what is best for them; believing there is a 
time coming when God will make up for all their 
losses. O believers, there is a fill remaining for you 
above, that will soon make you forget all your days 
of scarcity here below. 



ADVICE XXIII. 

Let the bbdeemed op the lobd sat so. — Psalms 107 : 2. 

What is it such persons should say ? Let them 
sing of God's goodness and mercy to them ; for (of 
all men) the " redeemed of the Lord " have most 
reason to be thankful for Christ's distinguishing 
mercy in freeing them from the law's curses and 
Satan's power, from the guilt, dominion, and pun- 
ishment of sin, from the sting of death and the wrath 
. to come. Believers are redeemed both from sin and 
heU. 

Q. How may I know if I be among these happy 
ones, « the redeemed of the Lord ? " A. Take these 
marks. Did you ever see your slavery and bondage 
by nature, so that no less than an infinite price and 
power could ransom and liberate you ? Was you so 
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convinced and humbled with the sight of your mis- 
ery, as to be content of freedom from it on any 
terms? Have you ventured your soul on Christ's 
merit and mercy, being well pleased with the frame 
of the new covenant, and the self-denying way of 
saving souls by Christ's imputed righteousness? 
Are you content with Christ to be your King and 
Ruler, as well as your Priest and Saviour? Have 
you given up yourself to the Lord to live for him, 
desirous that his love may always constrain you to 
do his will ? Oh, then, you may conclude, you are 
among " the redeemed of the Lord," and that his 
blessed body was broken, and Ms blood shed to ran- 
som you. 

Peculiar reasons have you to extol his goodness 
and mercy above others. Why? he hath opened 
your eyes to see the beauty of your Redeemer, and 
the ways of holiness, when others remain in blind- 
ness ! He hath opened your ears to hear the joyful 
sound, and fall in with it when others are deaf to 
it ! He hath loosed your tongues to pray and praise, 
when others are dumb and tongue-tied! He hath 
opened your hearts to entertain Christ crucified, 
when others shut him out ! He hath brought you 
to feel the evil and burden of sin, when others are 
without feeling! He hath given you appetites for 
spiritual food, when others relish nothing but things 
earthly. He hath given you the promise and hopes 
of complete redemption from sin and misery above, 
when others live without Christ and without hope ! 
Let " the redeemed of the Lord " then sing and praise 
him above all others. 

O believing communicants, " redeemed of the 
23* 
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Lord," give him thanks, and express your tbajokfal- 
ness by your thoughts and actions, as well as your 
virords ; namely, by your high esteem of youi Redeem- 
er, and of his blood and righteousness that purchased 
aU for you. By avoiding every thing that dishonors 
him, and flying from the sins that are common and 
fashionable. By commending your Redeemer to those 
who know him not. By standing up as witnesseB 
for him, and for his truths and ways, in the midst of 
a Christ-despising generation. By strictly observing 
the Lord's day, as being a weekly memorial of re- 
deeming love. By longing for the enlarging of 
Christ's kingdom, and rejoicing at the news of it, 
and by putting honor on all the friends and lovers of 
liie Redeemer. 

Lastly, show your thankfulness by singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, in praise of redeeming 
love, and of the Redeemer's person, offices, and suf- 
ferings, a subject that can never be exhausted. Sing 
praises to the great God, that humbled himself to 
leave his throne that came down to dwell in flesh, 
and die for us ; and to rise again, and to ascend to 
heaven, to take possession of the inheritance, and 
make accommodation for us ther^. On this account 
the Spirit calls us four times to sing praises in one 
breath, Psal. 47 : 6. " God is gone up with a shout ; 
sing praises to God, sing praises ; sing praises unto 
our King, sing praises." This singing is most ac- 
ceptable to God, and profitable to ourselves. As 
God makes it the eternal work of heaven, so he 
would have us frequently employed in it on earth. 
But oh ! how do we fail here ? Reformed churches 
abroad do far exceed us in the frequency of this duty, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 271 

as they do in the variety and sweetness of their 
tunes. 

What is singing, but a kind of reading with med- 
itation and deliberation, in order to give the more 
free vent to the thoughts and ajffections to breathe 
and ascend heavenwards ? The wise God institutes 
singing in his praise, because the melody of the voice 
helps to affect the heart, and raise the thoughts, " for 
he knoweth our frame." And indeed, it is only 
when the heart corresponds with the voice, that the 
music is pleasant to God. To this purpose one 
saithwell: — 

Sweet melody the hymn affords, 
When with the lines the heart accords. 

Oh let the redeemed sing praise, and give thanks 
to God for his unspeakable gift, both now and for- 
ever more." Amen. 
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CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY 



PROPER FOR ALL CHRISTIANS INTENDING HBAYBN. 



It ought to be the great concern of all baptized 
persons to renew their baptismal covenant betimes, 
and, by a private transaction with God, to take the 
baptismal engagements upon themselves, and there- 
by become Christians by their own personal consent 
and surrender, as well as by their parent's dedication; 
and afterwards go and seal this transaction publicly, 
by partaking of the Lord's suppet. I would entreat 
all my readers for Christ's sake, and their own soul's 
sake, to beware going about this work in a superiS- 
cial or formal manner, and of resting upon the exter- 
nal part of the duty. Oh never be easy until you 
inwardly and heartily close with Christ, according to 
the gracious offer which God makes unto you. Take 
no rest till you get your souls united to Christ by 
true faith, and savingly renewed and changed from 
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nature to grace by the efficacious working of the 
Holy Spirit in regeneration. And as you are to 
close with Christ by faith in your first conversion, so 
you must study to live all your days, a life of faith 
on the Son of God, always making use of him, and 
leaning on him for righteousness and strength. I 
shall say no more by way of preface, but proceed to 
branch forth the Christian's work and exercise in this 
lower world, in the following Scripture precepts and 
directions. 

Direction L Let never the world come in GotPs 
room. Beware of the love of the world ; often think 
upon that awakening word, 1 John 2 : 16, " Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world; 
if any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." Oh, this is the ruining sin of multitudes, 
their love to, and complacency in, the things of the 
world. Nay, the most part of men are damned for 
loving the world too much, and loving God too little. 
Remember the faster grips ye take of the world, the 
looser are your grips of Christ ; and the more you 
get of the world, ye have liie greater account to make 
him that has made you the steward of it ; therefore 
use your money and goods for his service and honor. 
You must answer for your riches, but your riches 
cannot answer for you. Also, remember if ye set 
your hearts on the world, it will be all that you will 
get ; to have a competent portion of things earthly 
is a mercy, but to have earthly things for our only 
portion, is a dreadful misery. Wherefore, while 
your hand is in this world, let your heart be in 
heaven. Let the business of your soul be the busi- 
ness of your life. 
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Direct. II. Keep up the same opinion now of the 
things of the worlds that you will have when you come 
to die. You see what a low price men set upon the 
riches, pomp, and glory of the world when they are 
dying. Had you the same thoughts of these things 
now, I am sure you would not venture the loss of 
your souls, the loss of God's favor, the loss of a good 
conscience, and the loss of eternal glory, for a whole 
world ; far less for a small trifle of it, as many now 
do. Think much upon that text. Matt. 16 : 26. 

Direct. III. Be not strangers to yourselves^ but 
often commune with your own hearts; as directed^ 
Psal. 4 : 4. When others are censuring their neigh- 
bors, be you searching and censuring yourselves. 
Self-examination is a most necessary duty. Exam- 
ine yourselves after every ordinance, what good you 
got by it, what entertainment you gave your Sav- 
iour ; ask how were your hearts affected by siieh a 
word, etc. Commune vnth your hearts about your 
title to heaven. Judge of your eternal state by your 
spiritual state, and judge of your spiritual state by 
the delightful and customary actions of your lives, 
judge of it by your hatred of sin, and love to Christ, 
and by the conscience you make of secret prayer, and 
reading God's word. In communing with your 
hearts, among other things, ask yourselves, what 
are likeliest to be your death-bed thoughts and wish- 
es ? Will they not be such as these ? Oh that I had 
loved Christ more, and the world less ! Oh that I had 
improved gospel opportunities better ! Oh that I had 
accepted Christ's calls and offers more readily ! Oh 
that I had spent more time in prayer and searching 
the Scriptures ! Oh that I had been more spiritual 
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and fervent in every duty! Ask yourselves, what 
are those sins or practices which will be most fruit- 
ful to look back on, when you see yourselves just 
within a step of God's tribunal ? Study always to 
keep up death-bed thoughts of things. Commune 
with your hearts about these things upon your bed, 
and also before you go to bed, let conscience bring 
in the accounts of every day before you lie down ; 
mourn over the sins of every day, and apply the 
blood of Christ for washing them away. Thus keep 
short reckonings with God and conscience, that you 
may not have old scores to clear w^hen you come to 
a death-bed. Likewise, at these communings, let 
every man ask himself, what is my present state and 
condition ? Would I be willing to lie down and die 
in the frame and disposition I am in just now ? And 
I know not but I may be as near death this moment, 
as if my friends were looking on me struggling with 
the pangs of death on my bed. 

Direct. IV. Begin early in the service of Gody and 
give him the days of youth. Eccl. 12 : 1. Those who 
are young cannot begin their service to God too soon; 
God desires it, to show his delight in early piety. 
We see the Scripture commends young ones for it; 
it is recorded with honor, that the child Samuel 
ministered to the Lord, 1 Samuel 2 : 18, Josiah is 
commended for his tender heart for God in his tender 
years, 2 Ejuigs 22: 19. Christ was well pleased 
with the hosannahs of the children that attended 
him, Matt. 21 : 15, 16. When Solomon in his youth 
Bought God for wisdom, it is said, " The speech 
pleased the Lord," 1 Kings 3 : 10. So Timothy is 
commended for his early piety, 2 Tim. 3 : 15. And 
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God says to Israel, " I remember the kindness of liiy 
youth," Jer. 2 : 2. And he recommends to every one 
to begin soon, Eccl. 12 : 1. The young disciple was 
most beloved, and leaned on Christ's bosom. . Now 
is the proper time, O young people, for making your 
acquaintance with God, and for laying a good fotinda* 
tion for the time to come. Repentance is easiest 
in younger years; sin is then less rooted, Satan's 
grips less fastened, the Spirit is not so much quenched, 
the conscience not so hardened, the heart is then 
more easily melted and broken. Grod seeks the 
male of the flock, the best of your time. Oh, then, let 
him have it. If you forget God when young, it is 
just with God to neglect and forget you when old. 

Direct. V. Shun the company that shuns Ood, and 
keep the company that Ood keeps* Psalms 119 : 63. 
115. Prov* 13 : 29. Look on the society of the car- 
nal or profane as infectious, but reckon serious pray- 
ing persons the excellent ones of the earth. Such 
will serve to quicken you when dead, and warm you 
when cold. Make the liveliest of God's people your 
greatest intimates ; and see that their love and like- 
ness to Christ be the great motive of your love to 
them, more than their love and likeness to you. It 
is not true Christian love, but party love, to love 
only those who are of your sentiments in all things. 
Yea, though they should differ from you in some 
things, if you see Grod's image on them, and that 
they have fellowship with the head, you ought to 
love them, and have fellowship with them ; keep up 
tlie communion of saints. Christian conference and 
social prayer have been blessed of Grod to pre- 
serve the life of religion in many places, therefore 
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let those who feax the Lord speak often one to 
another, Mai. 3 : 16. 

Direct. VI. Put a high value upon precious timej 
and lo^e none of it by sloth. Eph. 5 : 16. Esteem 
time as those do who are at the point of death ; and 
always remember that it is impossible to call back 
time again. Look upon the loss of time as a greater 
loss than the loss of your money, or any worldly 
thing ; and therefore shun time-wasting games, un- 
profitable diversions, and idle talking. Especially 
value the most precious part of your time, such as 
the morning of youth, the morning of every day, and 
particularly the precious time of the Lord's day. 
Look on the Lord's day as a tryst day with heav- 
en ; lose not any part of it, but carefully improve it 
for God and the good of souls, both your own and 
others. It is want of thought, not want of work, 
that makes any say, they have not time to spare. 

Direct. VIL Allow a little time every day to think 
upon eternity. Consider the import of these words, 
" everlasting punishment, and life eternal," Matt. 25 : 
46. O eternity, eternity! One serious thought of 
eternity is enough to strike a careless soul to the 
heart Why ? he stands every hour at the door of 
eternity,, and if he step in while out of Christ, he is 
eternally undone, eternally in despair. Oh the swift 
river Time, is carrying every one of us into the ocean 
of eternity, an ocean that hath neither bank nor 
bottom, and what each of us must soon launch forth 
into. What an awful thought is this ! Every one 
of us is within a step of being eternally blessed, 
or eternally cursed! Eternally saved or eternally 
damned! Oh, if every one would believe and con- 

24 
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sider this and be wise, so as to pray as for eternity, 
repent as for eternity, hear as for eternity, live as for 
eternity, obey and do every thing as for et^-nity. 

Direct. VIII. Throvffhout your whole life^ be mind" 
fal of the chief business of life. Phil. 2 : 12. Now the 
business of life is to make it sure that Christ is your 
life ; it is to think much on the end of your life, and 
provide for it ; it is to lay hold on eternal life, and 
keep sight of it. So that " when Christ, who is your 
life, shall appear, ye may also appear with him in 
glory," Col. 3 : 4. Let not religion be your diversion, 
but your business ; mind it as tl^e " one thing need- 
ful;" give all diligence to make your calling and 
election sure. Make sure your calling, and thus you 
make sure your election. If you would make sure 
your calling, make it sure that you are united to 
Christ by faith, and that Christ is the life of your 
souls. Do not rest in convictions, nor in tears, or 
prayers, or duties, nor in any thing short of Christ. 
Press both for an interest in Christ, and for the as- 
surance of it Assurance is attainable, and actually 
attained by many; and it is most necessary for 
cheerful obedience, for bearing the cross, rejoicing in 
the Lord, giving thanks for redeeming love, and for 
performing many other duties of Christianity. 

Direct. IX. Let the rational soul govern, and the 
body be subservient to it. 1 Cor. 9 : 27. Alas, many 
on the contrary make their souls drudges to their 
bodies, and employ their noble faculties wholly in 
devising how to please the flesh. Ah, what fools 
are they that mind nothing but their bodies ! Why ? 
they are the greatest enemies to their bodies, for, by 
so doing, they forfeit the eternal happiness of their 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY. 279 

bodies, as well as of their souls. Whereas those who 
prefer their souls, and mind them chiefly, they con- 
sult the happiness of their bodies, as well as of their 
souls ; for the body is never so well as in heaven ; 
when fashioned like Christ's glorious body, then it is 
ija perfect and eternal health. 

Direct. X. Sttidy both to live and die in the exer- 
cise of rejfentance and godly mov/rning for sin. Matt. 
5: 4. Some think repentance a melancholy word, 
but it is one of the sweetest words in all the book of 
God. It is a gospel duty, for the law or covenant 
of works admitted of no repentance ; it is the efiect 
of God's free love in and through Christ, to open the 
door of repentance to fallen sinners ; it cost Christ 
blood to obtain it for us, and it is his free gift to us. 
Acts 5 : 31. Surely it is good news to hear that our 
Sovereign bids poor condemned criminals, that were 
brought to the place of execution, repent and throw 
themselves down at his feet, and they shall get 
pardon. It was the sum both of John's and Christ's 
preaching, "repent, for the kingdom of God is at 
hand." It was the saying of a godly minister, " that 
if he were to die in the pulpit, he would wish to die 
preaching repentance ; and if out of the pulpit, he 
would wish to die practising repentance." Augus- 
tine saith, repentance " is the fittest disposition both 
for dying Christians and ministers." And it is 
written of himself, that he died with tears in his eyes, 
weeping for sin. This is a duty never out of season, 
therefore study daily to keep up a tender and mourn- 
ing frame, maintain contrition of heart and abhor- 
rence of sin, and for that end take every day a turn 
on mount Calvary. Many think it is a sad thing to 
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be repenting on earth, but it is a far sadder thing to 
be repenting in helL Seek repentance from God 
for Christ's sake ; say with Ephraim, Jer. 31 : 18, 
" Turn thou me, and I shall be turned, for thou ait 
the Lord my God." 

Direct. XL Employ Christ as your swrety in all 
cases, and in every strait go to him for relief. Psalm 
119: 122. Isaiah 38: 14. When the law demands 
payment of debt, and threatens you with prison, 
loot to Christ, and cry, " Lord, be surety for me ; 
Lord, undertake for me." When you are called to 
perform duties, bear afflictions, resist temptations, 
straggle with corruptions, engage with enemies, etc, 
look still to Christ to be your surety, and to under^ 
take for you ; plead with him to make out that prom- 
ise to you, Deut. 33 : 25, " As thy days, so shall thy 
strength be." 

Direct. XIL As you expect to live with Christ m 
heaven, study to live to Christ on earth. 2 Cor. 5 : 16. 
Phil. 1 : 21. K you would live to Christ here, then 
you must make Christ's honor and glory your ulti- 
mate end in all your designs and actions ; and make 
your most valuable interests subservient to his in- 
terest and glory. Study universal conformity to 
Christ's holy laws and precepts, and make it your 
great business to approve yourselves to Christ in all 
things. Choose the things that please him, and 
carefully avoid every thing displeasing to him, Psai 
119:20. Isaiah 66: 4. 

Direct. XIII. Cleave fast to Christ, and the way 
of holiness, whatever it may cost you. Acts 11 : 23. 2 
Tim. 3 : 12. Think not the worse of Christ and his 
ways, that they are persecuted or reproached, and 
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tiiat few do own them. Christ foretold this, and saith, 
" his way is a narrow way that few walk in." Join 
with the little flock to whom the kingdom is prom- 
ised, whifeh will abundantly compensate all your 
sufierings for Christ. Never follow a multitude to 
do evil, but cleave to Christ however few join you. 

Direct. XIV. Seek the approbation of God above 
that ofmeru 2 Cor. 10 : 18. What is the applause of 
worms to the smiles of the God of heaven ? What 
would it avail to have poor men like ourselves com- 
mend us, when the great God that made us doth 
condemn us ; no matter though men censure or con- 
denan our actions, if God approve and commend 
them. " It is a very small thing to be judged of 
man's judgment, but he that judgeth us is the Lord," 
1 Cor. 4: 3, 4. 

Direct. XV. Be much employed in admiring OocPs 
redeeming' hve, and Chrisfs suretyship for us. 1 John 
3 : 1, 16. This is the employment of the redeemed 
to all eternity. Rev. 5 : 9, and all who go to heaven 
must be acquainted with their work while here. Rev. 
1 : 5. Oh what matter of eternal wonder and praise 
is there in God's giving his dear Son to be our surety 
and sacrifice, and in the Son's voluntarily undertak- 
ing it! 

Direct. XVI. Delight much in thinking and speak- 
ing of Christy and particularly of his death and suf- 
fering for us. Luke 9 : 31. Rev. 5 : 9, 12. Oh, did 
he wade through a sea of wrath, a sea of blood, a 
sea of sorrows and sufferings, to bring redemption to 
us? And will we ever forget him? The great God 
takes pleasure in the work of our Redemption, and 
is well pleased with our Redeemer who undertook it. 
24* 
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God repented that he made man, but never repented 
his redeeming man. Now, what God delights in, 
we should delight in, especially since we reap the 
benefit. We see, from Luke ix., Rev. v., that the 
subject of Christ's death is matter of discourse and 
praise to the glorified society above. When Moses 
and Elias came from heaven to Mount Tabor to 
wait upon their transfigured Lord, they chose Christ's 
death for the subject of their conversation. Why ? 
Christ's death was the spring and cause of all Iheir 
glory in heaven. Neither Moses nor Elias had 
shined there, had it not been' for Christ's death. 
And shall not we, here below, delight in thinking, 
speaking, and singing of this noble subject, which is 
the ground of all the happiness we either have or 
hope for ! 

Direct. XVII. TrecU objections raised against 
your chsing with Christ, as sv^gestions of the enemy^ 
seeking the ruin of you/r sotUs* Reject them, as 
Christ did Peter's counsel, Matth. 16 : 23, « Get Ihee 
behind me," Satan. As Satan would have hindered 
Christ's dying for us, so he would hinder us from re- 
lying on Christ's death. Oh, saith one, I am un- 
worthy of any share in Christ's death. Am* If you 
will have nothing but what you are worthy of, yon 
must have nothing but helL What was Abraham, 
Paul, Magdalene, the thief on the cross, the idola- 
trous Corinthians worthy of, before the Lord called 
them? Whatever be your unworthiness, are you 
willing to apply Christ's blood? Then see what 
Christ saith to you. Rev. 22 : 17, " Whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely." Oh, but 
saith another, my sins are heinous. Arts. Canst thou 
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be more guilty than Christ is gracious? Doth he 
not promise to wash away sins that are like " scarlet 
and crimson," Isa, 1 : 18, and tells you, 1 John 1 : 7, 
that ^ his blood cleanseth us from all sin ? ' O bless 
him for that word " all." Do not then believe Satan, 
who would tempt thee to think that God hath cast 
thee off; but in spite of all he can say, still believe 
God's faithful word, that there is mercy enough in 
God, merit enough in Christ, power enough in the 
Spirit, and room enough in the gospel offers and 
promises to you. Believe that word. Lam. 3: 25, 
^< The Lord is good to them that wait for him, to the 
soul that seeketh him." Say. to thy soul, " Can this 
word of God fail ? Has God made thee willing to 
wait and seek for him, and is he not willing to be 
found of thee ? O my soul, dost thou not see an in- 
finite perfection of Christ's righteousness, in Christ's 
blood and merits ? " We may see an end of all 
earthly perfection, but we can see no end of Christ's 
perfection which is infinite. 

Direct. XVIIL Stud^ much these great gospel leS' 
sons of denying yourselves^ cmd exalting God!s free 
grace. Matth. 16 : 24. 1 Cor. 1 : 31. The design of 
the gospel is to cast down self, and all idols, that 
God alone may be exalted ; it is to make self nothing, 
and God all, in point of wisdom, strength, righteous- 
ness, and glory ; it is to take man wholly off himself, 
and cast him on Christ for the whole of his salvation. 
It is a good sign of a saving change upon the heart, 
when a man is thus humbled and cast into the gospel 
mould, when self-loving is turned into self-loathing, 
self-admiring into self-abhorring, self-excusing into 
self-accusing, and self-seeking into self-denying. 
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Direct. XIX. Draw oM pour strength for worh 
cmd welfa/re from Christy and present all your duties 
to God in Ckrisfs name. Isa. 45: 24. Col. 3: 27 
Christ himself tells us, that <' without him we can 
do nothing," John 15 : 5, that is nothing aright, noth- 
ing acceptable to God. All our duties, if acceptable, 
must be done in Christ's strength, and covered with 
his righteousness. The apostle owns that " of him- 
self he could not so much as think a good thought,*' 
2 Cor. 3 : 6, but he " could do all things through 
Christ that strengthened him," Phil. 4 : 13. And 
hence he exhorts us " to be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might," Eph. 6: 10. Let us 
think, before we go to duty, whence our strength for 
it must come, and study to fetch it in by faith, and 
believing ejaculations ; and when we are assisted, let 
us ascribe the glory to Jesus. Be assured of this 
also, that your most costly sacrifices are unsavory, if 
not perfumed with the fragrant incense of Christ's 
merits and intercession ; and that your fairest " right- 
eousness is but as filthy rags " in God's sight, if 
Christ's righteousness do not cover it. Let it there* 
fore be your constant language, " In the Lord Jesus 
have I righteousness and strength," Isa. 45 : 24. 

Direct. XX. In all the actions of your life^ set the 
Lord stiU before you. Psal. 16 : 8. 25 : 15. Acknowl- 
edge him in all your undertakings, and by faith and 
prayer commit your way to him ; look to him for di- 
rection and success, and depend on him as the Father 
of your mercies, the sum of your bliss, the strength 
of your life, the stafi* of your bread, the breath of your 
nostrils, and the length of your days. Set the Lord 
always before you as your Almighty Creator, your 
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loving Redeemer, your rightful owner, your careful 
preserver, your all-sufficient portion, your holy pat- 
tern, your observing witness, and your awful judge. 
Undertake and perform all your actions under a sense 
of God's all-seeing eye, and of your being accounta- 
ble to him for all you do. 

Direct. XXL Whether ye eat or drivk^ or what* 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 10 : 
31. We eat and drink to God's glory, when we do 
it that our bodies may be fitted to serve our souls in 
honoring and serving God; and when we receive 
these mercies with thankfulness, and depend upon 
God's blessing to make them nourishing ; and when 
we remember we are but stewards of what we pos- 
sess, and are accountable to God how we improve 
these earthly blessings to his honor and service. You 
must also apply the business of your callings to 
God's glory, and this you do, when you depend on 
God to bless you in it, and to prosper the work of 
your hands, and to arm you against all the sins, 
snares, and temptations, which your business may 
give occasion to. You ought also to pay and receive 
visits with an eye to God's glory, by blessing God 
for giving you friends and earthly accommodations, 
and looking to God for wisdom to behave yourselves 
so, as you may do no harm to those ye converse 
with, nor get any harm from them ; but on the con- 
trary, may be helped to do them good, and get bene- 
fit from them. You are also to undertake journeys 
for God's glory, to look to him for protection by the 
way, and for direction and success. 

Direct. XXIL Spend as nmch time as possible in 
secret prayer and converse tvith God. 1 Thess. 5 : 17. 
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And that you may do this with delight, endeavc^ to 
keep your hearts always in a serious, praying frame, 
with an abiding impression of God upon your spirits. 
There is a great diiference between a serious fit and 
a serious frame. Ahab, Saul, Felix, and others, had 
their serious fits, but religious persons only keep their 
souls in a serious frame, and study to be " in the 
fear of the Lord all the day long," as God enjoins, 
Prov. 23 : 17. Prayer that is acceptable to God, must 
be performed with faith, delight, and liveliness, and 
not with deadness and weariness, as if it were a task 
or burden. A life without prayer, or a prayer with- 
out life, are both hateful to the God of our life. He 
is the living God whom we worship, and hath no 
pleasure in dead performances; but they who de- 
light themselves in duty, shall have the desires of 
their hearts granted them. Psal. 37 : 4. Surely they 
who spend their days in faith and prayCT, shall end 
their days in peace and comfort. 

DiEBCT. XXIII. Make conscience of familt/religion^ 
as well as of the closet duties. Joshua 24 : 15. 2 Sam. 
6 : 20. Neglect not family prayer and praises, read- 
ing the word, catechizing children and servants, sanc- 
tifying the Sabbath, exhorting to duty, reproving and 
curbing sin. Religion and reformation must begin 
in families, if we would wish it to be national and 
universaL God is the author and founder of fam- 
ilies, and therefore should have homage from families, 
as such, by the morning and evening sacrifice of 
prayer and praise. Go to him to bless family mer- 
cies, supply family wants, sanctify family trials, and 
redress family grievances. Early train up children 
in the way they should go, pray much for them, 
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and for God's blessing on the means of their edu* 
cation. 

DiEECT. XXIV. Begin and end every day with God. 
Psalms 5:3. 4:8. Let prayer be the key to open 
the heart to God in the morning, and lock it against 
all his enemies at night Let no Christian say he 
cannot jway; for prayer is as necessary to him as 
breath. Lam. 3 : 56. Let none say, they have not 
time for it ; better take time from, sleep, than want 
time for prayer. Think it not enough to say your 
prayers, but mind you must pray your prayers, pray 
with sincerity and fervor. Think with yourself, this 
morning may be my last morning, or this night, my 
last night; for certainly that morning cometh for 
which you will never see the night, or that night of 
which you wiU never see the morning. Let the 
conclusion of every day put you in mind of the con- 
clusion of all your days, by the long night of death, 
that will put an end to all your work, and bring you 
to reckon with your Great Master about your work. 
Oh to lie down every night reconciled with him! 
Oh that we could lie down and leave our hearts with 
Christ, and compgse our spirits so, as if we were not 
to awake till the heavens are no more. 

DiEECT. XXV. Seeing none knoweth what a day 
may bring forth^ spend every day as it were to be yowr 
lasL Prov. 27 : 1. Look on yourselves as standing 
every day at the door of eternity, and hundreds of 
diseases and accidents ready to open the door to let 
you in. No doubt you have sometimes apprehended 
yourselves nearer death than you think yourselves 
just now ; yet it is certain that death was never so 
near you, nor judgment so near you as they are at 
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present. We, who stand every hour at the door of 
eternity, should spend our precious hours with the 
greatest frugality, seeing the work we have in hand 
is soul work, and work on which eternity depends; 
and the time we have to do it is very short, and can- 
not be recalled. This short life being only a passage 
to eternity, it should be spent as a continual prepa- 
ration for eternity. Surely those who have immor- 
tal souls so near eternity, have other work to do than 
trifle away time on tippling, idle talking, gaming, and 
such diversions. 

Direct. XXVL Sojourn in this world as trav^ 
ellers, keeping' so loose from the worlds as to be Me 
to go from it upon short warning. 1 Pet. 1 : 17. 1 Cor. 
7 : 29, 31. We have no continuing city nor certain 
abode here ; therefore let us always be ready to 
arise and depart. And if we would be travellers 
towards Zion above, we must have Christ in our 
hearts, heaven in our eye, and the world under our 
feet. We must take God's Spirit for our guide, 
God's word for our rule, God's glory for our end, 
God's fear for our guard, God's people for our com- 
panions, God's praise for our recreation, and Gk>d's 
promises for our cordials. We must make religion 
our business, prayer our delight, holiness our way, 
and heaven our home. O Zion's travellers, distin- 
guish yourselves from the men that dwell on the 
earth; let Christ always be precious to you, the 
word sweet, sin bitter, the world a wilderness, and 
death welcome. Let Christ's will be your will, 
Christ's dishonor your affliction, Christ's cause your 
concern, Christ's success your joy, Christ's day yoor 
delight, Christ's cross your glory, ChrlBt's sufferingB 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHRISTIAN DIREGTOBY. 289 

your meditation, Christ's wounds your refuge, Christ's 
blood your balm, Christ's righteousness your clothing, 
and Christ's presence your heaven. While travel- 
ling here let your hearts burn with love to Christ, love 
to think of Christ-, love to hear of Christ, love to read 
of Christ, love to speak for Christ, love to speak to 
Christ 

DiJREOT. XXVIL Keep up a lively sense of sacra- 
mental vows and enffOffentents^ and waik answerable 
thereto* Psalms 56 : 12, 13. You are under a sacra- 
mental oath to be faithful soldiers to the Captain of 
your salvation, see that you fight his battles against 
his and your enemies, the devil, the world, and the 
fleshr Remember what your Captain has done and 
suffered for you. Let his love, as well as your oath, 
constrain you to abide by his standard. Never go 
over to his enemies' camp, nor keep correspondence 
with them. Your glorious Captain gives you choice 
feasts at his table to strengthen and encourage you 
both for work and warfare ; walk on in strength of 
these spiritual meals, and grow stronger in grace, and 
more lively in spiritual duties, pray more fervently, 
hear more attentively, meditate more frequently, par- 
take more believingly, keep Sabbaths more delight- 
fully, and walk worthy of the Lord to all well pleas- 
ing. Your spiritual meals are designed for your 
nourishment, strength, and growth. Therefore grow 
in grace. O believers, if you would lay up a treas- 
ure of glory for yourselves hereafter, lay up a treas- 
ure of grace in your hearts just now ; increase faith, 
love, heart purity, and humility. Whoever is rich in 
grajce now, will be rich in glory hereafter. For what 
is grace but glory begun, and what is glory but grace 
25 
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perfected ? Who would not then love grace, seeing it 
is begun glory, and a certain pledge of complete 
glory. 

Direct. XXVIIL Improve the talents God gives 
you for his service and glory. Luke xix. : 13. Remem- 
ber you were not made for yourselves only, but for 
the society and benefit of others ; therefore employ 
your gifts, substances, and whatever God has be- 
stowed, for the good of others ; teach the ignorant, 
relieve the poor, strengthen the weak, comfort those 
that are cast down, tell them your experiences, com- 
mend Christ as a choice master and lovely Saviour, 
and invite them to come "taste and see that he is 
good;" pity those who are strangers to him, and 
pray for them. Be useful to others while you live, 
which wiU make your memory savory when you die ; 
many, alas, are so unprofitable in their lives that 
when they come to die, neighbors scarce think their 
lives worth a prayer, or their death worth a tear ; but 
public-spirited and useful persons are much lamented. 
Let every one in their stations be active and occupy 
their talents for God. Be assured the more you do 
for God in this world, the more God will do for you 
in the world to come. If the saints were capable of 
grief in heaven, it would be for their doing so little 
for. God on earth. 

Direct. XXIX. Let all believers be thankful to God 
for his distinguishing favors and mercies to them. 
Psalms 116 : 8, 12. A life of praise doth highly be- 
come the proofs of God's love to you. Fall down 
humbly before God, and ascribe all to his undeserved 
grace ! For " who is it that maketh thee to differ 
from another ? What hast thou but what thou hast 
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received in a way of free gift ? " Oh, wonder at his 
free love, that has distinguished you from others! 
has done that for you, that he has not done for thou- 
sands, for myriads, for millions ! nor fos those who 
sit in the same assembly, or dwell in the same house 
with you ! Oh bless God who sent his dear Son to 
ransom you, and bring you out of prison, when 
others are left to bondage ; who sent his Holy Spirit 
to open your eyes, when others are left blind; to 
open your ears, when others are left deaf; to open 
your hearts, when others are left shut ; to open your 
mouths to praise free distinguishing love, when 
others are left dumb ! Employ your tongues, then, to 
commend his love, and sing his praise. 

Direct. XXX. Since God distinguishes you from 
othersy in his mercies to you, see that you distinguish 
yourselves from others, in your service to him. Matt. 
5 : 47. Are you Christians indeed ? You are under 
stronger obligations to live and act for Christ than 
others. Why ? You have both your new name and 
nature from Christ, which others have not ; you are 
engaged to act for him, by more frequent and solemn 
vows than others ; you have greater mercies bestowed 
on you than others, mercies that accompany salva- 
tion. You have spiritual life within you, and divine 
influences, which others want ; not only the world, 
but Christ expects more from you than others ; all 
which are powerful engagements on you to do more 
for God than others. You know more of the things 
of God than others ; you talk more of them, you pro- 
fess more, you promise and engage to do more than 
others, and he may justly expect more from you than 
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others, and put that question to you, " What do ye 
for me more than others ? " Matt. 5 : 47. 

Qtiest Wherein should believers distinguish them- 
selves, and 'do more for God than others ? Ans* 
You should be witnesses for God, and testify against 
what is dishonoring to him, by abstaining from all 
known sin, and from those sins which are common 
and fashionable, and little thought of by others. By 
reproving sin in others, and endeavoring to pluck 
them out of the fire. By keeping up family religion 
even in the midst of business, and banishing all 
knovvoi vice from your dwellings, even minced oaths, 
rash using of God's name, idle walking or talking on 
the Lord's day, backbitings, evil wishes, revengeful 
actions, unnecessary drinking or tippling, lottery 
games, and pastimes of bad report, etc. Be zealous 
for Sabbath holiness. Be meek and lowly in your 
carriage ; commend Christ to others ; speak for the 
honor of religion before those who disregard it ; show 
special regard to those who are stamped with God's 
image, though mean or despised ; be ready to for- 
give wrongs, and render good for evil ; deal honestly 
and justly with all men, be sober and temperate in 
eating, drinking, sleep, apparel, etc. Guard against 
pride, passion, hasty and unguarded words; put 
great respect upon God's word and ordinances; 
never venture upon known sin for the sake of worldly 
gain ; make conscience of relative and stational duties, 
be good husbands, good wives, good parents, good 
children, good masters, good servants, good neigh- 
bors, etc. In such things as these you are to do 
more for God than others. 
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Direct. XXXL Be riot content with a fair profes- 
sion of religion^ or with a form of godliness^ and a 
name to live among men. Tit. 1 : 16. 2 Tim* 3 : 5. 
But endeavor to know and feel the po^yer of godli- 
ness in your hearts, and to have your practice in ail 
respects corresponding to your profession. If your 
practice be not answerable to what you profess, you 
sin against great light, you discredit religion, and 
tempt men to think it aU hypocrisy. If a man live 
and die a mere professor, it had been better he had 
lived and died a mere heathen. 

Direct. XXXIL Keep always a watch on the door 
of your lips, Psal. 141 : 3. Seeing the tongue hath a 
world of iniquity in it. Lam. 3 : 6, keep it, as with a 
bridle, as, Psal. 39 : 1, and beg the Lord's help to keep 
it, and that he himself may set a watch upon your 
mouths, as the Psalmist prays, PsaL cxli, as knowing 
that no watchfulness or resolution of our own is suf- 
ficient for the governing of our tongues, without 
God's special grace, without this the watchman 
watcheth in vain. Earnestly seek for Christ's sake, 
God's special grace to govern this unruly member, 
that it may not utter words which tend to the dis- 
honor of God, or to the hurt of men. Study to gov- 
ern your tongues by using God's name with rever- 
ence, speaking always what is truth and what is sea- 
sonable, useful, and edifying, guarding carefully 
against lying, evil speaking, passionate, proud, and 
self-exalting words, and against all rash censures. 
You have need of great caution in speaking, and to 
take heed either how you commend yourselves, or 
condemn others. 

Direct. XXXIII. Walk cheerfully and contentedly 
25* 
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in every condition. Acts 8 : 39. Phil. 4 : 11. Such a 
walk as this doth bring great credit to religion and 
the service of our Redeemer. What though a be- 
liever be fed with the bread and water of afflictioii 
the most of his life, he hath other bread and aiiother 
cup to sweeten both ; " the forgiveness of sin is a 
reviving cordial in every case." Have no will »of 
your own distinct from God's will, but be resigned 
to God's disposing will in every thing, and let God's 
will and choice be always yours. If you oannoi 
bring your condition to your mind, then you must 
labor to bring your mind to your condition, believing 
that the will of your heavenly Father is always best 
for you. Still remember that he hath engaged him* 
self to be with you in all states and conditioiis, and 
to order all things for your advantage. Be sure, then, 
he cannot deny himself, all his words are oaths for 
their certainty, and all his promises are the su«e mer- 
cies of David. Be content in every case ; for since 
Christ is yours, " all things are yours.*' Well, then, ' 
let your covensoited God choose out your lot for you; 
for you may trust that it shall be done with more 
wisdom, and with more affection, than you can 
choose for yourself. 

Direct. XXXIV. K you would manifest your- 
selves truly religious both before Grod and man, A^ep 
always the first and second table of- the law joined 
together^ and make conscience of both. Matth. 22 : 87, 
etc. Love both God and your neighbor, be just and 
upright in all your dealings with men, acting always 
under a sense of the all-seeing eye of your heavenly 
Father, who enjoins you to do the same to others, as 
you would have them doing to you. Let a moral 
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man try his religion by the duties of the first table 
of the law, and a professor his by the duties of the 
seeond table of the law. See that you love God 
above all things, and prefer his worship and ser- 
vice to every thing. Love God for himself, and 
love men principally for what is God-like in them. 

Direct. XXXV. Carefully guard against apos* 
tasy and hacksliding fronti God and his ways. Heb, 10 : 
38, 39. Be jealous of your deceitful and treacherous 
hearts, knowing they are bent to backsliding. A 
holy feax of departing from God, is a good means 
to keep us from departing. Therefore endeavor to 
preserve always a watchful and tender frame of heart, 
and be afraid of falling away, according to that word, 
Heb. 4:1. If you would preserve yourselves from 
total apostasy, rise speisdily after every fall by sound 
repentance, and recourse to the blood of Christ. Lie 
not one day in any sin, but rise immediately, and go 
to the cleansing fountain, and renew your covenant 
with God, and beg more strength and faith from 
Christ your head. Be often calling your souls to ac- 
count, and asking what is become of the good frames, 
the melting sense of sin, the hungering desires, the 
delightful tastes, the heavenly longings, the warm 
affections to Christ, sometimes had. When you 
attain to these, or any of them, see that you commit 
them to Christ's keeping, saying with the Psalmist, 
* Lord, be surety for thy servant for good,' Lastly, 
consider the dreadful case of an apostate as described 
by our Lord and his apostle, Matth. 12 : 43, 44. 2 
Pet. 2 : 20, 21. That man's case becomes far more 
miserable than it was at first. What a sad case is 
it for a soul to fall back into hell, after it had climbed 
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near the gates of heaven ? None fall so deep into 
hell as those who fall backward into it. 

Direct. XXXVI. Be watchful against all sin, 
and particularly your darling or constitutional sins, the 
sin that most easily besets you. PsaL 18 : 33. Heb. 
12: 1. Our adversary, the devil, well knows this 
sin, and on what side we may be attacked with, the 
greatest success ; and to be sure he will bring his 
strongest temptations thither, and employ bis most 
subtile devices that way to ensnare us. It were hap- 
py for us if we were still watching against him, and 
could say with the apostle, ' we are not ignorant of 
his devices.' You are likewise to watch against all 
sin whatsoever, sins of omission as well as of com- 
mission. Gross outbreakings make conscience to 
start at their appearance, but it is not so alarmed 
with the neglect of duties. But if conscience be 
awakened, sins of omission will lie heavy as well as 
sins of commission. Some eminent Christians, who 
have lived most circumspect lives, when they come 
to die and reflect upon the bypast time, have been 
put to cry, ' Lord, in special forgive my sins of omis- 
sion.' Venture not to live in any frame, course, or 
practice, that you would not venture to die in, seeing 
you know not but your next step may be into the 
grave. Guard against all those sins and evils in the 
time of health, that may put thorns in your pillow- 
when sickness and the harbingers of death approach, 
such as misspending of precious time, neglect of 
prayer, or reading of the Scriptures, formality and 
lukewarmness in religion, earthly-mindedness, un- 
thankfulness for mercies, and miscarrying after them, 
neglect of improving Christ, quenching the Spirit, 
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neglect of convictions, breaking of vows, falling from 
your j&rst love, returning to old sins, sinning against 
light,, and after afflictions, etc. 

Direct. XXX VIL Be heartily concerned for the 
coming and enlargement of Christ s Mngdom in the 
world. Matth. 6 : 10. Psalm 72 : 19. Bewail it that 
his flock is so little, his subjects so few, when Satan's 
are so numerous. Bewail the unsuccessfulness of 
the gospel, the restraint of the Spirit, the divisions 
among Christians, and the many hinderances of the 
progress of Christianity. Lament the wrongs done 
to God by others, wrestle for the outpouring of the 
Spirit, both at home and abroad ; pray for the revi- 
val of God's work amidst these declining years ; and 
in inquiring after public news, have a view to this, 
be concerned for the interest and welfare of Christ's 
kingdom through the world, for the accomplishment 
of God's promises concerning the destruction of 
Antichrist, Babylon's downfall, the bringing in of the 
Jews, and the subduing of the nations. And when 
you hear any appearance of God's arising to con- 
quer sinners' hearts to himself, whether at home or 
abroad, rejoice at the news, reckon them good tidings 
of great joy, and bless the Lord for them with all 
your hearts. It is most pleasing and acceptable to 
God, to see his people heartily concerned for the 
prosperity of Jerusalem. 

Direct. XXXVIII. Bebusylayingupastockfora 
sick'bedj or death'bed, when all the comforts of life will 
be tasteless to you. 1 Tim. 6 : 10. Lay up a stock of 
faith and patience, a stock of evidences of divine 
love, and of your interest in Christ ; a stock of divine 
promises, and experiences of God's loving-kindness, 
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which may support you in the day of sharp trials. 
When mariners go to sea, they victual the ship, and 
provide for a storm, and ought not we to foresee the 
storms of afflictions, of sickness, and death, and pro- 
vide and lay up for them ? It will be sad, if, when 
the bridegroom comes, we have our oil then to buy, 
when the market is over. Now is the time for pro- 
viding oil : now is the market of grace ; now is the 
accepted time ; now is the day of salvation. 

Direct. XXXIX. Be looking' and longing for the 
eternal supper of the Lamb. PhiL 1 : 23. Rev. 19 : 9. 
Hungry souls who have tasted the love of Jesus, 
long for the Lamb's supper below, that they may en- 
joy communion with him here, and this makes them 
cry, When shall the opportunity return? When 
shall I come and appear before God? When shall 
I again see this power and glory in the sanctuary ? 
When shall I again taste his love and goodness in 
the sacrament ? and yet these are but small foretastes 
of the Lamb's supper above. What is our drinking 
of the fruit of the vine here, to our drinking it new 
with Christ in his Father's kingdom? Therefore 
look out, and long for the time when the day shall 
break, and the shadows flee away, and the marriage 
of the Lamb shall be triumphantly solemnized, and 
completed with the Church, his espoused bride, 
whom he wUl then lead into the King's palace, 
where their transient glances shall be changed into 
immediate vision, and their short tastes into everlast- 
ing feasting and fulness. Oh blessed are they for- 
ever, who are caUed to " the marriage supper of the 
Lamb." These are the true sayings of God. I 
believe, Lord, help my unbelief. Amen. 
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CONTAINING 



I, A Lecture on Cor, 9 : 17, to the end, 
IL A Preparation Sermon, from Jos. 3 : 5, 
III. An Action Sermon, from Cant. 2 : 4. 



A LECTURE 

to the end oonoernino the institution op the 
lord's supper. 

Now IN THIS THAT I DECLARE UNTO TOU, I PRAISE TOU NOT, THAT 
TOU COME TOGETHER, NOT FOR THE BETTER, BUT FOR THE WORSE. 
FOR FIRST OF ALL, WHEN YE COME TOGETHER IN THE CHURCH, 
I HEAR THAT THERE BE DIVISIONS AMONG YOU; AND I PARTLY 
BELIEVE IT. FOR THERE MUST BE ALSO HERESIES AMONG YOU, 
THAT THEY WHICH ARE APPROVED MAY BE MADE MANIFEST AMONG 

YOU. — Corinthians 9 : 17-19. 

In this passage the apostle takes occasion to re- 
prove the great disorders and abuses crept in among 
them in administering and partaking the Lord's 
supper, which (as the ancients tell us) was commonly 
administered with a love feast annexed to it, which 
gave occasion to the scandalous disorders here ap- 
prehended. 

(299) 
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Verse 17. We have the manner of his introducing 
the charge, " Now in this that I declare unto you, I 
praise you not," etc. Which shows his willingness 
to commend them so far as he could. But such 
scandalous disorders as they were guilty of in so 
sacred an institution, he could not pass without a 
sharp reproof. Why? they inverted the very end 
and design of the ordinance, which was intended to 
make them better, or to promote their spiritual inter- 
ests, but it really made them worse. Wherefore he 
says, they " came together not for the better but for 
the worse." 

Observe I. That Christ' p ordinances, if they do 
not make us better, they are apt to make us worse. 
If they do us no good, they may do us harm ; if they 
do not melt and mend, they will harden ; and that 
corruptions will be confirmed in us, if the proper 
means do not work a cure of them. 2. It concerns 
us all to inquire into the success of ordinances and 
solemn meetings. Oh it is sad if our meetings tend 
to the increase of our sin, instead of the increase of 
our grace. Let us earnestly deprecate this. 

Verse 18. " For first of all, when you come to- 
gether in the church, I hear there be divisions 
among you," etc. They fell into divisions, sects, par- 
ties, and factions, in their celebrating of this ordi- 
nance ; they fell a quarrelling one with another about 
meats and drinks in the love feasts, or about the 
order of their downsitting, or the time when they 
should begin, or did not stay till they all came up. 
The whole church did not join together, but they ate 
it separately ; there was also uncharitableness, alien- 
ation of affections, discord and contentions among 
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them, which very much marred their edification, and 
success of the gospel. 

Quest. Seeing schisms are mentioned here, what 
is meant thereby ? Who are guilty of schism, and 
who are schismatics ? Ans. In Scripture the word 
is variously taken. 1, It is taken for a difference in 
opinions and sentiments about some points, when 
there is no heat of contention, or breach of com- 
munion. Such a division or schism was among the 
Pharisees, about Clurist's curing the blind man, John 
9 : 16, it is said " there was a division among them," 
originally chidma. And such schisms may be among 
orthodox divines about lesser points, and yet man- 
aged without giving offence. 2. The general sense 
pf the word i3, a dividing and breaking off from com- 
munion of the church in public ordinances, without 
cause, like those Heb. 10 : 25, " Not the forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is." And in this sense the ancients take 
schism as distinguished &om heresy. Augustine 
saith, Schismaticos facit non diversa fides^ sed com^ 
mimionis disrupta societas, 3. In this place, and 
commonly in other places of Scripture, as 1 Cor. 1 : 
10. 1 Cor. 3 : 4. 1 Cor. 12 : 25, the word chidma is 
taken for uncharitable contentions, and devisive prac- 
tices among the professors of the gospel, without 
breaking off firom the commimion of the church ; 
when people are chargeable with uncharitable con- 
tentions and discords, and alienation of affections 
from their brethren ; for here they came together, and 
yet were schismatics. 

, OBSEavB. That may be schism, where there is no 
separation of communion. Persons may attend or- 

26 
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dinances together, and sit together at the Lord's 
table, and yet be schismatics in Scripture sense, by 
reason of their uncharitable contentions, and aliena- 
tion of affections. Whereas Christians may separate 
from each other's communion, and yet be charitable 
one towards another ; and this is not so much schism 
in Scripture sense, as to be uncharitable and con- 
tentious. 

The apostle had had a report of these divisions, 
which he did the more easily believe, because he 
knew there behooved not only to be divisions but 
heresies also, that is, false doctrines, more dangerous 
than schisms ; for heresies are corrupt opinions, which 
strike at the fundamentals of Christianity and all 
sound religion. Heresy, according to the modern 
sense of the word, is an error in the fundamentals of 
religion maintained with obstinacy ; though we can- 
not say the word necessarily imports such a strong 
sense in this place, heresy and schism sometimes 
being synonymous terms. 

Observe 1. We have no cause to wonder that 
there should be breaches of Christian love in the 
church, when we know such offences will come 
as shall make shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science. 

Quest. How says the apostle, " Heresies must 
come ? " What necessity is there for them ? Ans. 
There is no necessity of force upon any man to 
broach them, any further than his own corruption, 
pride, vainglory, envy, or contentious spirit, or Sa- 
tan's temptation prompts him to it But the event 
is certain, because of God's decree permitting them, 
who by his wisdom orders them for wise ends, that 
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they " who are approved may be made manifest," by 
their constant adhering to the truth against all the 
temptations of seducers. 

Observe 2, A time of temptation and seduction 
is* a time of trial and discovery, who are sincere and 
constant adherers to the truths and ways of God, and 
who not. 

Observe 3. It is a pleasure to God to see the 
faith and constancy of his upright ones discovered to 
the world. 

Observe 4. The wisdom of God can make the 
errors and wickedness of others a soil to the piety 
and integrity of saints. 

Verse 20. " When ye come together therefore into 
one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper. 

21. " For in eating every one taketh before other 
his own supper ; and one is hungry, and another is 
drunken." 

The heathens used to eat and drink plentifully at 
their feasts upon their sacrifices, and this profane cus- 
tom was creeping in among the wealthier Corin- 
thians. Many think the apostle was pointing here 
at their agapai, or love feasts, that in those times 
either preceded or followed the Lord's supper ; and 
they are called love feasts, because they were de- 
signed to manifest their love to their fellow Chris- 
tians, both poor and rich, and the poor carried away 
what was left at them. And also they had them to 
represent our Lord's last supper, in which he ate the 
Paschal Lamb, before he instituted that ordinance 
now called the LorcPs supper. These love feasts 
were founded on no command of Christ, but came 
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in by custom, and by the Jews who became Chris- 
tians. These would needs have an appendix or 
appurtenance to the Lord's supper ; and in imitation 
of Christ's eating the Paschal Lamb before the 
Lord's supper, would have a feast or supper of their 
own to precede the Lord's supper ; and having pro- 
vided it at home, would needs bring it to the place 
where the church met. To this feast all the poor 
were invited at the charges of the rich, as an ex- 
pression of their perfect love and charity one towards 
another. But in this church great abuses crept in, 
in this practice ; the poor Christians were neglected 
and despised. The rich did either not invite them, 
or did not wait for them. But the rich hasted to 
eat what they had brought with them, and some of 
them eat and drank to excess, so that " one was hun- 
gry another was drunken." The apostle inveighs 
against this practice, as turning a feast of charity 
into a debauch, and as that which made them inca- 
pable to partake of the Lord's supper. This was a 
scandalous irregularity, a profauing a sacred institu- 
tion, and corrupting a divine ordinance to the last 
degree. What should have been a bond of mutual 
amity and affection was made an instrument of dis- 
cord and disunion. 

Observe 1. Duties not done as they ought, are 
not done at all in Christ's account Or a careless 
eating and drinking of the Lord's supper is as good 
as none, yea worse than not eating. So prayers 
may be made, yet not made ; sacraments received, 
yet not received ; alms given, yet not given, because 
not done in the manner and form required by God. 
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Observe 2. A sincere soul must and will look 
not only to the matter of the duty, but also to the 
manner of performing it. 

Observe 3. It is a heinous evil for Christians to 
treat their fellow Christians with contempt and inso- 
lence, especially at the Lord's table. For the rich 
to despise the poor, this is a great evil. 

Observe 4. That even in the apostolical and 
primitive times, great disorders and irregularities had 
crept into the church, and that there is no church 
without spot in this imperfect state. 

Observe 5. That the apostle, notwithstanding of 
these, doth not direct the one part of the Corinthians 
to separate from the other, but he only reproves and 
rectifies their abuses. He doth not say, Withdraw 
from such persons, for they will pollute the ordinance 
to you. No, if they be polluted, it is to themselves, 
and not to others. He eats and drinks damnation 
" to himself," Every man shall bear his own burden. 
Wherefore, says he, " Let a man examine himself," 
not his neighbor. The apostle doth not encourage 
separation upon that ground, that there were scandal- 
ous persons admitted in Corinth, even some drunk 
about the time of partaking, which might be the oc- 
casion of their divided way of communicating. But 
he reproves their divided communicating, and charges 
them to come together to the Lord's supper, and 
tarry for one another. He indeed sharply reproves 
their scandalous practice, and tells them that it was 
most hazardous to themselves to communicate un- 
worthily, but he speaks of no danger to others. He 
commands them to examine themselves, and so to 
eat, but not to examine their fellow communicants, 
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Digitized by 



Google 



306 • APPENDIX. 

which certainly he had done, if their joining with 
them had made them partakers of their sin and 
danger. 

Verse 22. " What, have ye not houses to eat and 
drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and 
shame them that have not? What shall I say to 
you ? shall I praise you in this ? I praise you not.'* 

The apostle here doth condemn both the abuses of 
those feasts, and also their keeping them in the place 
where the church met Some understand the chwch^ 
of the house wherein the church met, and call their 
feasting there, a profaning or unhallowing the place 
set apart, for divine worship. Others understand it 
of the people or poor members there met. Why do 
you despise them ? By excluding them from your 
"company, because of their poverty ; and so you put 
them to shame whom God has adopted,, and ad- 
mitted into his family. This feast was originally 
designed for the poor's relief, and ye exclude them 
from it. 

Observe 1. The despising the poor members of 
the church, is a despising of the church itself, yea, 
Christ the head of the church, as he that pinchetfa the 
little toe, paineth the whole body and the head too. 

Observe 2. With what lenity and mildnesa the 
apostle reproves these great disorders, " shall I praise 
you ? " It was the first time he had told them of 
their faults, in hopes of amendment, and therefore 
doth it gently ; and some think this gentle way of 
reproof had the due effect, because no fault is taxed 
in the second epistle that was reproved in the first. 

Verse 23. " For I have received of the Lord, that 
which I also delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 307 

the same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread. 

24. " And when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and said. Take, eat ; this is my body which is broken 
for you. This do in remembrance of me. 

25. " After the same manner also he took the cup, 
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood; this do ye, as ofl; as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

26. " For as oft as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come." 

After reproving their disorders, he reduces them to 
the primitive institution, and tells them, how he came 
by the knowledge of it, seeing he was not among 
the apostles at the first institution. It was by reve- 
lation from Christ, and what he had " received of the 
Lord" he communicated to them without varying 
from the truth in the least, without adding or dimin- 
ishing. As if he had said, " As for these love feasts 
preceding the Lord's supper, I received nothing 
from the Lord ; you have borrowed them from Jews 
or heathens. But all that I received from the Lord 
concerning the Lord's supper, I here set before you." 
And indeed he gives a more particular account of 
the institution than we meet with elsewhere. 

1. We have the author of it, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Obs. 'Tis an act of Christ's royal power and aur 
thority as King and Head of the church, to institute 
sacraments. The Church has no power to appoint 
such, but only to execute and administer what 
Christ appoints. And as it is Christ's ordinance, we 
should have a special regard to it, and not profane 
or neglect it. 
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2. We have the time of the institution, "the 
same night in which he was betrayed;" when he 
was entering on his soul sufferings in the garden, 
and going next day to the cross ; a night much to be 
remembered, being the last night before Christ's 
death ; the night wherein he began his bitter agonies, 
and sweat the bloody sweat for us ; a night, wherein 
he saw heaven, earth, and hell, even justice, men, 
and devils, drawn up in battle array against him. 
A wondrous instance of his love, in spending so 
much of that little time he had in the world (when 
he seemed to have more need to mind himself) in 
settling an ordinance for-the confirmation and conso- 
lation of his people to the end of the world. What- 
ever come of himself his people must not be forgot. 
Observe from the time of the institution, the night 
before his suffering, that it is very necessary when 
sufferings are approaching, to have recourse to the 
Lord's table, which affords both an antidote against 
fear, and a restorative and cordial to faith. Where- 
fore Christ for our example, communicated with his 
disciples the night before he suffered. 

3. We have the sacramental elements, or the 
memorative, significative, and instructive signs, bread 
and wine. 

4. The things signified thereby, the body and 
blood of Christ, his body broken and blood shed, 
together with all the benefits which flow from his 
death and sacrifice. 

Observe 1. There is no transubstantiation, as the 
Papists absurdly imagine. Why? Paul calls that 
which is eaten bread five times over in this passage, 
and even after what the Papists call consecration. 
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A plain argument that the apostle knew nothing of 
their monstrous doctrine, which makes the bread by 
the words of consecration to be changed into the 
substance of Christ's body, only the accidents of 
bread remaining, which affronts and destroys the na- 
ture of a sacrament, and gives the lie to our senses. 
'T is called his body, because it was a sign and rep- 
resentation of it, not his real body to be sure ; for 
then it would follow, that Christ eat his own body 
while alive, and that his disciples did the same ; yea, 
that they devoured that body over night which hung 
upon the cross next morning with a thousand such 
like absurdities. But whether the Papists will or 
not, they must admit of a figurative expression in 
this passage ; for when Christ says, " This cup is the 
New Testament in my blood,'' they must mean that 
which was in the cup, and not the vessel that held 
it ; and this is the ordinary sacramental dialect, con- 
cerning circumcision and the passover. Circum- 
cision is called GotJPs covenant^ Gen. 17 : 18, that is, 
the sign of it. Also the Lamb is called the passover^ 
Exod. 12: 11, that is, the sign of it. 'Tis true the 
heathen laid it to the charge of the primitive Chris- 
tians, that they ate human flesh ; but falsely, as ap- 
pears by the apology made for the primitive Chris- 
tians, by Tertullian and others ; which apology had 
been false, had they daily eaten the flesh of Christ 
in the sacrament. It hath been always reckoned a 
most detestable thing to eat human flesh, and much 
more is it to eat the God we worship, and devour 
him whom we pretend to adore. 

Obseeve 2. That both bread and cup are used 
together, which shows the unwarrantable usurpation 
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of the Papists in the depriving the laity of the cup. 
It is directly contrary to Christ's institution ; for our 
Saviour (as it were) foreseeing the Papist's encroach- 
ment in this matter, is more express in his injunc- 
tion concerning the cup, than the bread in these 
words, Matth. 26: 27, "Drink ye all of it;" and 
their obedience is recorded of the cup, and not of the 
bread, Mark 24 : 27, " And they afl drank of it." 
Now, why is Christ so express in this ? Surely it 
was because he foresaw in the after ages this ordi- 
nance would be dismembered, by the prohibition of 
the cup to the laity, and that by the Popish councils 
and canons, with an express non obstante to the 
command of Christ. 

5. We have the sacramental actions both on the 
minister's and people's part. 

For the first. Our Lord took the bread, he blessed 
it, he brake it, he gave it to his disciples. 1. The 
taking of bread signifies God's choosing, setting 
apart, and appointing Christ to be a surety and sac- 
rifice, and laying on him the sins of his people. 2. 
The blessings signifies his qualifying and furnishing 
Christ with all gifts and graces needful for the dis- 
charge of his mediatory office, and for answering his 
people's exigencies. 3, The breaking signifies all 
Christ's breakings, bruisings, and woundings, both in 
soul and body, which were for our sins, in order to 
satisfy divine justice, and procure salvation for us. 
4. The giving signifies his offering, giving, and actu- 
ally bestowing Christ and all his benefits on us. 
There is no promise reserved, no blessings excepted 
or kept back ; all is theirs. 

2d. The actions on the communicant's part 
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are to take, to eat, and drink in remembrance of 
Christ. 

Quest. What is meant by taking this bread? 
Ans. It is the accepting of Christ as he is offered to 
us ; a receiving the atonement, approving of it, con- 
senting to it, coming up to the terms on which the 
benefit is proposed to us. It is an accepting of 
Christ's grace, and submitting to his government 
Believing on Christ is expressed by taking or receiv- 
ing of him. Well, then, when we are bid take this . 
bread, we are bid take Christ and all the benefits of 
his purchase ; and that sincerely and honestly, with- 
out dissimulation ; entirely, fully, and without excep- 
tion; with close and particular application, saying, 
" My Lord and my God ; " with thankfulness and 
praise for such a glorious surety, such a rich purchase, 
such a free covenant, and such suitable promises; 
with humility and self-denial renouncing all confi- 
dence in our own preparations, or qualifications of 
any sort, saying, " In the Lord only have I righteous- 
ness and strength;" and with full assurance of 
faith looking on the bread, as the Lord's seal and 
pledge of our interest in, and title to the blessings 
of the covenant ; and as a token from Christ that 
his body was broken for us ; believing that Christ 
and all the blessings of the covenant are herewith 
given to us as really as Christ gives the bread into 
our hands. 

Quest What is meant by eatiQg this bread ? Ans. 
It signifies our feeding by faith upon Christ and his 
benefits, which is done by our believing the report 
concerning Christ and his purchase, and making a 
particular application of Christ and his benefits unto 
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our souls, and their various necessities and exigen- 
cies. And particularly this eating signifies, 1. Our 
union with Christ. 2. Our satisfaction and com- 
placency in him. 3. Our receiving strength and in- 
crease of grace from Christ. 4. Our taking pos- 
session of Christ and his purchase as our inherit- 
ance, and receiving this outward sign as a pledge of 
the whole. 

As to the words concerning the cup, " This cup is 
the New Testament in my blood, shed for many, for 
the remission of sins ; " it is a figurative speech, sig- 
nifying that the wine in the cup, as representing the 
shedding of Christ's blood, is a sign and seal of 
Christ's Testament or Covenant of grace, confirmed 
by his blood. From which we may observe, 1. That 
every worthy communicant doth here get a copy of 
Christ's Testament put into his hands, with all the 
legacies and blessings it contains, such as pardon of 
sin, peace with God, wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, redemption, grace, and glory. Which Tes- 
tament if we take hold of, and acquiesce in the 
method of salvation contained in it, and can prove 
our relation to the Testator by faith and regenera- 
tion, we are children and heirs, and have an interest 
therein. Observe, 2. What it was that purchased 
the New Testament, to us, even Christ's blood ; there 
is never a line we read or hear of the New Testa- 
ment, but we should mind the blood of Christ. Had 
it not been for the blood of Christ, we had never had 
the New Testament written, and had it not been for 
the New Testament, we had never known the mean- 
ing of Christ's blood shed. 

6. We have the ends of the institution, 1. To 
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keep up the " remembrance of Christ" Christ knew 
how apt onr base hearts would be to forget him 
amidst the throng of sensible objects as we here con- 
verse with ; and how much our forgetfulness of 
Christ would be to our prejudice and disadvantage, 
and therefore he appoints this ordinance, to bring 
Christ, his death and love to our believing, affection- 
ate, and thankful remembrance. 2. " To show forth 
his death," i. e. to declare, publish, and proclaim it. 
It is not barely, in remembrance of Christ, of what 
he hath done and suffered, but also to celebrate, pub- 
lish, and proclaim his glorious condescension, his 
love and favor to lost sinners. We declare his death 
to be our life, and the spring of all our comforts 
and hopes. We glory in this atonement and sacri- 
fice, and spread it before God as our only ransom. 
We set it in the view of our faith for our quicken- 
ing and comfort We own it before the world, as 
the only ground of our hope ; and that we are the 
disciples of a crucified Christ, who trust in him alone 
for salvation and acceptance with God. 

7* We have a mandate or charge given for the 
celebration of this ordinance, and for doing it fre- 
quently. Our Lord's command is twice repeated for 
security, " this do, this do ye." It was our Lord's 
will that we should celebrate the memorial of his 
death and passion. It is the will of our Sovereign 
Lord and lawgiver, the express command of a Sav- 
iour, yea, of a dying Saviour. A command of love ; 
and it is such command, as if we duly observe it, will 
be a blessed means to enable us to observe all the 
commands of God the better. It is such a command, 
as whosoever lives in the wilful neglect of it, cannot 
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be called a Christain, but will be treated by Christ 
at the great day, as an enemy and despiser of his 
dying love. Wherefore it is our duty not only to 
communicate and partake of this ordinance, but we 
must do it often. We cannot maintain bodily 
health and strength without frequent meals, so 
neither can we maintain soul health and strength 
without this spiritual diet frequently taken and re- 
ceived. The ancient churches celebrated this ordi- 
nance every Lord's day. Let us be thankful that 
we have this spiritual meal more frequently tendered, 
to us than formerly. Oh for sharpened appetites for 
our food ! 

8. We have the perpetuity of the ordinance. It 
is to be celebrated " till the Lord come " the second 
time, without sin, for the salvation of them that be- 
lieve, and to judge the world. Observe 1. That the 
Lord's supper is not a temporary, but a standing and 
perpetual ordinance. 2. That there is no need of 
sacraments in heaven, for Christ is there bodily pres- 
ent. Faith is then changed into vision, and hope 
into fruition. Here we hold communion with him 
by signs and symbols, but above we will see him as 
he is, and enjoy him perfectly. The day will then 
break, and aU the shadows will flee away. 

Verse 27. " Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord." 

28. " But let a man examine hunself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup." 

26. " For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not dis- 
cerning the Lord's body." 
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The apostle having declared the original institu- 
tion of the Lord's supper, he comes now to instruct 
the Corinthians in the right use of it, and to beware 
of profaning and abusing this ordinance as they had 
done. 

Observe 1. The sin which he warns them of, 
namely, * Eating and drinking unworthily.' Quest 
What is this ? Ans. It is not a weak faith, or weak- 
ness in knowledge, or want of perfect holiness, or 
freedom from sin, that will denominate a person an 
unworthy receiver; for this ordinance was not in- 
stituted for angels, but for men, who are imperfect 
and sinful. But it is to come ignorant, without 
due preparation, without faith, without repentance, 
without self-examination, without resolution against 
sin, and without reconciliation to God or to our 
neighbor. 

Observe 2. The guilt and heinousness of this sin. 
They are " guilty of the body and blood of the Lord," 
that is, it is an accession to the guilt of shedding the 
innocent blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It is an implicit approbation of the Jews' act in cru- 
cifying Christ. It is a trampling Christ's blood 
under our feet It is a crucifying Christ afresh, and 
harboring the traitors and enemies of Christ in our 
bosom. 

Observe 3. The danger of it, eating and drinking 
damnation to ourselves, that is, they provoke God to 
inflict sore judgments on them, temporal and spirit- 
ual judgments here, and eternal judgments hereafter. 
The meaning is not, that this sin is unpardonable, 
but that it deserves damnation, and will bring it on, 
without repentance, and flying to the blood of Christ 
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for cleansing. Every sin is in its own nature damn- 
ing, and therefore such a heinous sin, as profaning 
this holy ordinance, must surely be so. But tim- 
orous and fearful believers should not be discour- 
aged from attending this holy ordinance by the 
sound of this word, as if they bound upon themselves 
the sentence of damnation, by coming to the Lord's 
table unprepared. For hearing and praying un- 
worthily incurs damnation, as well as communicat- 
ing unworthily. But this sin, as well as others, 
leaves room for forgiveness upon repentance. 

Observe 4. That unworthy receivers of the Lord's 
supper do contract great guilt, and incur great dan- 
ger to themselves. And therefore, they should be 
much concerned to guard against this heinous and 
dangerous sin, and cry with the Psahnist, "Lord> 
deliver us from blood-guiltiness." 

Observe 5. It is only judgment to himself, it is 
not to another that receives with him. For if a 
wicked man's presence at the sacrament should pol- 
lute the ordinance to a worthy receiver, then Christ 
and his eleven apostles were defiled by the company 
of Judas at the passover, at which he certainly was, 
and, as many think, at the Lord's supper also. 
Which is absurd. 

We have in verse 26th, the duty required for pre- 
venting the sin and danger of unworthy communi- 
cating, and that is the great and necessary duty of 
self-examination. It is a metaphor taken from gold- 
smiths, who try the truth of their gold by the touch- 
stone, the purity of their gold by the fire, and the 
weight of it by the scale. We have here 1. The 
person examining, "let a man examine." 2. The 
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person examined, it is himself; he is to call himself 
to the bar of conscience, and put questions to him- 
self. 1. Concerning his state, whether he has a right 
to come or not. 2. His sins and short-comings. 
3. His wants and necessities. 4. His ends and de- 
signs ; whether it be to obey the charge of his dying 
Saviour, to show forth his death, renew and seal his 
covenant with God, get nearness and communion 
with him, nourishment to his son, and supply to his 
wants. And 6. Concerning his graces and qualifi- 
cations, particularly as to knowledge, faith, repent- 
ance, fear, love, thankfulness, hofy desires, and new 
obedience. 

Observe 1. It is not enough that a minister exam- 
ine us, before partaking. We must examine our- 
selves, for we only can try our own hearts and 
thoughts, which a minister cannot. 

Observe 3. Our main poncern before partaking is 
about ourselves. It is not about examining others, 
but about examining ourselves that are to be em- 
ployed. It is not what he or she is that is to com- 
municate with us, but what I am myself. 

Observe 3. It should therefore be our singular 
care before communicating, to examine ourselves, and 
commune with our own hearts, as to our right to and 
fitness for the Lord's table. 

We have in verse 29th, the true causa of unworthy 
communicating, " not discerning the Lord's body ; " 
that is, not making a distinction between this bread 
and common bread ; betwixt the Lord's body, and 
the body of a mere man ; not prizing and esteeming 
the body of a crucified Jesus as the meritorious 
ground of our justification. 
27* 
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Verse 30. " For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep." 

Some were punished with sickness and weakness, 
and some witii death, for their irreverence in ap- 
proaching to the Lord's table. 

Obsebve 1. That careless and irreverent partaking 
brings on temporal judgments, as well as Bpiritual 
and eternal. 

Observe 2. That God may punish his own people 
with temporal judgments, for several of those so pun- 
ished were in a state of favor with God, as appears 
from the word sleep^ the death of the wicked being 
hardly called sleep in any place of Scripture ; and 
from verse 32, they were " chastened of the Lord," 
that they might not be condemned with the world* 
Now, divine chastening, is a sign of divine love. 

Observe 3. That the holiness of an ordinanoe, or 
the habitual holiness of a person, will not exempt 
him from God's displeasure and the infliction of tem- 
poral judgments here in this life, if he do not by 
actual preparation sanctify the name of God in the 
duty and ordinances of his worship. 

Observe 4. That God punishes his people not to 
prevent their eternal woe. 

Verse 31. " For if we would judge oursdves, we 
should not be judged." 

If we would examine, try, censure, and sentence 
ourselves, and so come to the Lord's table, we would 
escape the castigatory punishment, and condemna- 
tory sentence of God. Observe 1. That as it is our 
duty often to examine and judge ourselves, so self- 
judging will preserve us from the condemnation and 
judgment of God. 2. That those who through 
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weakness of understanding are not capable to exam- 
ine themselves, are by no means fit to partake of his 
ordinance. 

Verse 32. " But when we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord that we should not be con- 
demned with the world." 

The nature of these judgments, or afflictive evils, 
which befall the children of God in this life, they are 
chastenings ; " we are chastened of the Lord." To be 
chastened has a double aspect, first upon our privilege, 
it denotes our relation, as children to God our Father. 
Chastenings are a part of his children's portion; yet 
in that we are chastened, it taxes us with weakness ; 
we are foolish and unruly, and therefore, so long as 
we are here, must always go with a rod at our back. 
Christ, who was also a son, was chastened, " the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him ; " but his were 
judiciary chastisements, not as a child, but as an ene- 
my, a malefactor, in our stead. Observe, the merci- 
ful design of God in chastening his children, is to 
prevent their condemnation. When therefore at any 
time we are under chastisement, let us justify God, 
and condemn ourselves, seeing his chastisements are 
designed to prevent our condemnation. 

Verses 33, 34, 35. " Wherefore, my brethren, when 
ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. And 
if any man hunger, let him eat at home, that ye 
come not together unto condemnation. And the 
rest will I set in order when I come." 

The apostle closes all with a caution, to beware of 
the irregularities they had been guilty of, and to rec- 
tify them, that they come not together unto condem- 
nation. Observe 1. That our holy duties through 
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our own abuse may prove matter of condemnation. 
Christians may keep sabbaths, hear sermons, perform 
prayers, attend sacraments, and only aggravate their 
guilt, and bring on a heavier doom on themselves. 
Observe 2. We have great need to see that we come 
to God in due order. 

Lastly, he teUs them, that as to the other points 
of church order, he would determine ihem, when he 
came among them ; ^ the rest will I set in order when 
I come." Such unchristian disorders may arise in 
the church, as will require the presence and coming 
of an apostle to correct and reform them. 



A PREPARATION SERMON 

BEFOBE THE SACRAMENT. 

SANCTIFY YOUKSELVE8, FOB TO-MOBKOW THE LOBD WILL DO 
WONDEBS AMONG TOTT. — Joshua 3 : 5. 

• 

In this chapter we have the history of IsraePs 
passing through Jordan to Canaan; and a very 
memorable history it is, for long after they are bid to 
remember what God did for them between Shittim 
and Gilgal, Micah 6:5, " that they may know the 
righteousness of the Lord." Shittim was the place 
where they decamped, and Gilgal where they next 
pitched. See Joshua 3: 1, compared with Joshua 4: 
19. He orders them to march up to the river side, 
where they came and lodged, though they were un- 
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provided of means to pass it in the ordinary way. 
Though they had neither boats nor bridges, yet they 
go forward in faith, trusting God's power and prom- 
ise. It was told them, Joshua 1 : 11, that they should 
pass it. We must go on in the way of our duty, 
though we foresee difficulties, trusting God to help 
us through them when we come to them. The 
people are directed to follow the Ark, 5:3, when 
borne by the Priests and Levites, to teach us closely 
to attend ordinances, if we would have the marks of 
God's favor and special presence. 

In the text we have two things, 1. A command. 
2. Reasons given for it. 

As to the first, " Sanctify yourselves." The word 
sanctify has divers acceptations in Scripture. Some- 
times it is applied to God, we are commanded to 
" sanctify the Lord," that is, to think and speak rev- 
erently of him, or humbly to worship him. At other 
times we are commanded to " sanctify ourselves," 
and then it imports several things : — 1. Our separat- 
ing or setting ourselves apart to some holy use. 
2. Our cleansing ourselves jfrom all ceremonial pol- 
lution. 3. Our preparing ourselves for some solemn 
or sacred action, by the use of some sacred rites, or 
ceremonies, such as legal washing, etc. 4. Our put- 
ting ourselves in a suitable frame for attending on 
God's worship. 5. Our purifying ourselves with 
holiness. I might cite Scripture for all the significa- 
tions of the word," as Exod. 19: 22. Josh. 7: 13. 
1 Cor. 15: 12. 2Chron.5: 11. 29:5. 30:3, etc. 
I shall take it here as comprehending something of 
all these senses, especially the people's preparing 
themselves to attend the ark, and the discovering of 
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God's power, glory, and goodness, with a suitable 
sorrow and awful frame of spirit, befitting such a 
great occasion. 

11. We have the reasons for it, " For to-morrow 
the Lord will do wonders amongst you." See how 
magnificently he speaks of God's works, he calls 
them wonders ; and indeed these were so, the divid- 
ing of the waters of Jordan, and making them stand 
upon a heap, and then to run back, turning fluids 
into solids, and causing the Israelites to walk through 
the rapid river upon solid dry ground. All these 
were great wonders of God's power and goodness 
towards Israel. Now, says Joshua, since God is 
about to give you such uncommon instances of his 
power and favor, "sanctify yourselves," compose 
your minds by meditation, prayer, and abstracted- 
ness firom the world, that ye may be in case for a 
careful and religious observation of his wonderful 
works, and to receive the discovery of his glory, and 
the communications of his goodness, that so ye may 
give God all the glory, and take to yourselves the 
comfort of his wondrous works and gracious appear- 
ances. 

Doctrine. When God is about to make wonder- 
ful discoveries of his glory and goodness to his peo- 
ple, then they should make solemn preparation for 
observing and receiving of the same. For confirma- 
tion whereof, see Exod. 19 : 10, 11, " And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify 
them to-day and to-morrow, and let them wash their 
clothes ; and be ready against the third day ; for the 
third day the Lord will come down in the sight of 
all the people, upon Mount Sinai." Or 2dly, When 
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God sets tryst with a people, they should prepare 
themselves to attend him, 1 Sam. 16 : 4, 5, " And 
Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came to 
Bethlehem ; and the elders of the town trembled at 
his coming ; and said, Comest thou peaceably ? and 
he said, Peaceably: I come to sacrifice unto the 
Lord ; sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the 
sacrifice." 

Method I. When it is that the Lord makes such 
wonderful discoveries of himself to his people. 

IL Wherein the preparation for waiting on this 
wonder-working God doth lie. 

III. The properties of this preparation. 

IV. The necessity of it. 

V. And lastly, I shall make application. 

1. As to the first head, When it is that the Lord 
makes glorious and wondrous discoveries of him- 
self to a people. 1, When, notwithstanding of griev- 
ous sins and provocations, he averts threatening and 
impending judgments, and comes to them in a way 
of mercy ; as when he threatens famine and scarcity, 
he sends fruitful seasons and plenty of bread ; when 
he threatens the noisome pestilence, he removes it 
and sends health; when he threatens a bloody 
sword, he sheathes it up, and sends peace and safety. 

2. When he is pleased to queU the church's ene- 
mies and persecutors, to deliver his people firom their 
oppressions, and give them the fireedom of their 
assemblies, and of observing God's institutions in 
purity. 

3. When he pours out a spirit of reformation on 
all ranks and degrees, so that people generally turn 
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to the Lord, prize ordinances, prayer, family worship, 
and appear against vice, 

4. When God pours out his Spirit on the assem- 
blies of his people, so that the preaching of the gos- 
pel is attended with Ufe, power, and success, to the 
melting of hearts, and converting of souls. 

5. When he discovers a Redeemer to a lost sink- 
ing soul; when a poor self-condemned sinner, that 
was at his wit's end, gets a sight of the possibility of 
salvation through the satisfaction of Christ, 

6. When he sets forth Christ crucified before our 
eyes in the sacrament; when he displays therein the 
wisdom, justice, love, and goodness of God to sin- 
ners in a most lively manner. 

7. When he returns and makes his people's sky 
break after a long night of desertion ; when he makes 
light to arise and shine to them that were in dark- 
ness, and opens the door of his presence-chamber, 

8. When he gives them the victory over Satan's 
temptations and assaults, after long sufferings and 
conflicts, and speaks to them as to Paul, 2 Cor. 12: 
9, " My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness." 

9. When he meets with them in ordinances, looses 
their bonds, frees them from straitenings in duty, 
enlarges their hearts in prayer, and enables them to 
pour forth their complaints and requests before the 
Lord. 

10. When he comes with a return to their prayers ; 
particularly, 1. By lifting on them the light of his 
countenance ; or 2. By giving them a view of their 
covenant relation to God ; a wellgrounded hope of 
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heaven, and new strength to grapple with sin, per- 
form duties, and bear trials. 

11. When he comes and gives a glorious discov- 
ery of his greatness and majesty, so as to fill them 
with awful fear and reverence of God, and makes 
them cry, " Lord, what is man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him ? " Oh the unspeakable distance that is 
between God and us! God is glorious, and the 
creature is nothing. 

12. When he comes and gives the soul a gracious 
discovery of the holiness and purity of God, in his 
natuTe, his law, and his works, as he did to Job, 
making him cry, " Behold, I am vile ; " and to Isaiah, 
Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a man 
of unclean lips." 

13. When he gives a glorious discovery of the 
goodness and mercy of God, particularly in these 
instances : 1. The glorious contrivance of our re- 
demption, by sending Christ to save us. 2. In par- 
doning guilty sinners so many crimes, and making 
them cry, as Micah 7 : 18, " Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgression of the renmant of his heritage ? he re- 
taineth not his anger forever, because he delighteth 
in mercy." 3. In taking rebellious traitors and ene- 
mies to God, to be children of God, and favorities 
of heaven. 4. In exalting them above angels that 
never sinned, and providing glorious mansions for 
them. 

14. When he comes in the ordinances, and quick- 
ens the dead and languishing graces of his people ; 
as, 1. When he melts their hard hearts into the exer- 
cise of repentance and mourning for sin. 2. When 
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he comes and actuates their faith, enables the weak 
sinner to go out to Christ, cast his soul and lay his 
burden on him, and wholly to look to him, and lean 
on him for pardon and salvation, 3. When he 
comes and makes their hearts bum with love to him- 
self and to precious Christ the Mediator. While he 
talks to them and opens up the Scriptures. 4. When 
he draws out the desires and pantings of the soul 
towards himself. 5. When he quickens the spirit 
of prayer, and elevates the heart for praise, and en- 
ables the soul for every duty. 

11. As the second head, Wherein this preparation 
and sanctifying of the heart for waiting on God in 
ordinances doth lie. First, it supposes, 1. That 
we are naturally unfit and unprepared for approach- 
ing to God. 2. It supposes a work of God's grace 
and Spirit on the heart ; he only fits the soul for 
spiritual things. "It is God that wdtketh in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure. The 
preparation of the heart in man, and the answer of 
the tongue is firom the Lord." Prov. 16 : 1. 

Secondly. It directly imports these things: — 
1. The soul's being in a gracious state, translated 
from nature to grace by the Spirit of God, and that 
the soul is reconciled to God by the blood of Christ, 
and a work of sanctification begun; without this 
we cannot be accepted. 

2. It lies in bringing our hearts with us, and en- 
gaging all the powers and faculties of our souls to 
attend God in duty. Psalms 86: 11, "Unite my 
heart to fear thy name ; " and Psalm 119 : 10, "With 
my whole heart have I sought thee." 

3. It lies in our having right thoughts of that 
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gracious God whom we approach to. 1. That 
we believe that God is, and is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him. 2. That he is in- 
comprehensibly great and glorious, fills the heav- 
ens and earth with his presence, and that great fear 
and reverence are due to him. 3. That he is glo- 
rious in holiness, and of purer eyes than that he can 
behold iniquity. 4. That he is spotless in justice, 
and will by no means clear the guilty. 5. That he 
is omnipotent in power, for protecting his people, 
and destroying his enemies. * 6. That he is match- 
less in clemency and mercy, easy to be entreated, 
and ready to forgive through Christ. 7. That he is 
faithful, and keeps covenant for ever. 

4. It lies in having humble and low thoughts of 
ourselves, as unworthy to approach to God, or 
receive any token of his favor. The soul that is 
sanctified and prepared for approaching to God, 
hath a deep sense of former sins and miscarriages, 
wonders at God's patience, that the earth has not 
opened its mouth to swallow it up ere now. 

6. It lies in cleansing *and purifying ourselves, by 
searching for and throwing out all those sins and 
evils that unfit us for converse with God. If we 
would have God to accept us, we must regard no 
iniquity in our hearts; particularly, 1. We must 
cast out pride and self-conceit. K we have a good 
opinion of ourselves, our duties and performances, 
God will not accept us ; we must count all but loss 
and dung for Christ. 2. Worldliness and thoughts 
about earthly things. 3. Unbelief and doubtings 
concerning the truths of God. 4. Malice and re- 
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venge. 5. Vain and wandering thoughts, and seek 
to have our hearts fixed. Psahn Ivi. 

6. It lies in our retiredness aiid abstractedness 
from the world and earthly thoughts. In the tern* 
pie, for as much flesh as was used there for the sacri- 
fice, not one fly was seen stirring ; which teacheth 
us to drive away the flies of worldly tiioughts in 
God's presence, that they do not spoil or corrupt 
the sacrifice, as that grievous swarm of flies did 
every thing in the land of Egypt. Exod. 8: 24. 
Do as Abraham, when he went to approach God 
and to sacrifice on Mount Moriah. Gen. 22: 4,5, 
" When he saw the place afar off, he said to bis 
young men, Abide you here with the ass, and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship." He knew that 
if they had gone along with him, they would so dis- 
tract him with their clamor, that he could not offer 
sacrifice with that fireedom and tranquillity of spirit 
requisite. 

7. It lies in examining the principles firom which 
you act, and ends to which you move in duty. 
The principles must be faith and love ; the belief of 
God's command, and the love of Christ, must con- 
strain you to duty. Your ends must be to glorify 
God and enjoy him; not as the Pharisees, to be 
seen of men ; not legal ends to get a reward. Sel- 
fish and legal ends are as a dead fly to spoil the oint- 
ment, and make duties unsavory to Grod. Oh for 
right principles, pure and spiritual ends ! 

8. It consists in laboring to get the heart in a suit- 
able frame for converse with God ; as, 1. In an 
humble and seK-denied frame. 2. In a spiritual and 
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heavenly frame. 3. In a fixed and stayed frame, 
calling in all straying and wandering thoughts, 
breathing out that prayer, Psalm 86: 11. 4. In a 
loving and affectionate frame ; for God is love, and 
love is the cement between God and the soul in 
duty. 6. In a cautious and watching frame, guard- 
ing always against every thing that may creep in, 
to indispose you for communion with God, and 
mar your access to him. 6. In an active and lively 
frame ; all the spices should flow out, all the graces 
should be in exercise. 

9. It lies in awakening our souls which are natu- 
rally dull and drowsy, to activity and liveliness in 
duty; as David, Psalm 67 : 8, "Awake up, my glory, 
sv^oke psaltery and harp : I myself will wake early." 
Psalm 103 : 1, " Bless ihe Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me bless his holy name." Be stirred 
up all that is within me ; there must be a stirring up 
our souls to take hold of God. Isaiah 64 : 7. Put 
forth your spiritual strength to the utmost ; pray with 
the most fervent importunity ; praise with spiritual 
elevation of heart ; love God with the most sublime 
affections; and do all in some proportion to the 
greatness of that God with whom you have to do, 
as Psahn 150 : 2, " Praise him according to his ex- 
cellent greatness." 

10. It lies in our earnest prayers to God to sanc- 
tify us ; for we must put it back on him, and pray 
for the sanctifying influences of his Spirit, for the 
subduing of sin, quickening grace, and perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. 

IIL As to the third head, the properties of this 
preparation ; 1. It must be deliberate preparation. 
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The Jews took time to prepare for approaching God 
in the Passover ; they had the lamb for days before 
in their houses, tied to their bedposts, that hearing 
constantly its bleating, they might look back to 
Egypt and remember the sorrows and bondage they 
endured there, and be thankful for their redemption ; 
and especially for their deliverance &om the destroy- 
ing angel that night he passed over their bouses, 
which were sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb ; 
and that they might look forward to the Messiah, 
and remember the bitter agonies and sufferings he 
was to endure for their sins. 

2. Inward preparation. It most lie mainly in the 
heart ; a grave, decent carriage is needful indeed, but 
God looks to more than the outward appearance, 
even to the heart. 

3. Conscientious preparation, doing all a? in the 
sight of God, before whom all things are naked 
and bare. Study to have single ends and aims to 
glorify God, and obey our Lord and Saviour's calL 

4. Diligent preparation, not dealing with a slack 
hand, but applying your souls with the greatest ac- 
tivity to the work in hand, believing that your salva^- 
tion depends on it. 

6. Humble and self-denied preparation, trusting 
in nothing in yourselves, but in Christ ; depending 
on God that he would fit and prepare your hearts, 
and accept graciously for Christ's sake. 

6. Universal preparation ; be mindful of all the 
parts of it, especially of examining yourselves with 
respect to your state, your sins, your wants, your 
knowledge, faith, repentance, love, and new obedi- 
ence. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 331 

IV. As to the fourth head, the necessity of this 
preparation ; 1. Because of the falseness, sluggish- 
ness, and deceitfulness of our hearts ; they love to 
wander from God, and are bent to backslide in duty, 
as the wise man says, Eccles. 10 : 10. " K the iron 
be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he 
put to more strength." Labor to heat the iron, see- 
ing a blunt iron, if hot, will pierce more easily than 
. a sharper, if cold. Warm your hearts with the love 
and sufferings of Christ 

2. Because it is the heart God mainly seeks in 
duty. Prov. 23 : 26, " My son, give me thine heart." 
He says, as Joseph concerning Benjamin, "except 
your brother be with you, I will not see your face." 
If the heart be not brought to him, there can be no 
acceptance, 

3. Because God is well pleased with them that 
do so, as with Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. 19 : 3, " Never- 
theless there are good things found in thee, that 
thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, 
and hast prepared thine heart to seek God." And 
he is highly displeased with those that do it not, 
as with Rehoboam, 2 Chron. 12 : 14, " And he did 
evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek God." 

4. Because God, whom we approach to, is an in- 
finitely holy and pure spirit, and will be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Inference I. See hence the cause why so few get 
discoveries of God's glory, and wonders of mercy, in 
the ordinance, but meet with a hiding God, they do 
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not sanctify themselves, and prepare their hearts in a 
suitable manner. 

IL Use of reproof to severals. 1. To those who 
approach God under the power of wandering and 
roving thoughts, their minds are not fixed, sanctified, 
and prepared. 2. To those whose minds are going 
after their covetousness, when their bodies only 
are presented before God. To those who are hyp- 
ocritical and formal in their approaches to God. 
4. To those whose hearts are dull and drowsy in 
God's service. 

III. Use of trial. It concerns you upon this oc- 
casion to examine if your hearts be sanctified and 
prepared for approaching God to-morrow. It is 
highly necessary now to examine your souls, "let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat." I fear 
there are many unsanctified and unprepared hearts 
among us. And in order to assist you therein I 
shall give some marks, both negatively and posi- 
tively. 

1. Negatively, marks of unsanctified hearts. 1. 
The ignorant heart that knows not Christ, nor has 
any uptaking of the way of salvation through his 
righteousness. Such are unprepared, and incapable 
of gracious communion with God. See how the 
promise runs, Jer. xxiv., " I wiU give them an heart 
to know me, that I am the Lord, and they shall be 
my people, and I will be their God, for they shall 
return unto me with their whole heart." 2. The 
unbelieving heart is unprepared. 3. The impeni- 
tent heart. 4. The heart that harbors Christ's 
enemy. 5. The heart that hath no love to Christ 
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6. No love to the friend of Christ. 7, No hunger- 
ing and thirsting after Christ and his righteousness. 

8. That hath slight thoughts of his ordinances. 

9. Indifference about the success of the ordinances. 

10. That resists the motions of the Spirit. 11. The 
heart that is drowsy, and at no pains to awaken itself. 

12. That is a stranger to itself, and to self-examina- 
tion. Such hearts are unsanctified and unprepared 
for approaching to God to-morrow. 

2. Positive marks of hearts in some measure sanc- 
tified and prepared. 1. Hearts sensible of their de- 
pravity and sinfulness. 2. That are sensible of their 
need of Christ. 3. Hearts fiUed with revenge against 
sin. 4. That are humble and lowly. 5. Hearts 
troubled for heart plagues and sins. 6. Hearts that 
consent to the well-ordered covenant in all its arti- 
cles. 7. Hearts that aioi at communion and fellow- 
ship with God in every duty. 8. Hearts that hold 
on in close pursuit after Christ, notwithstanding dis- 
couragements and disappointments, as Mary Mag- 
dalene, who would not leave the sepulchre, when 
others left it. 9. Hearts that are unsatisfied with 
the best means and ordinances, if God be not found 
in them. 10. Hearts that are applying themselves 
to every duty in Christ's strength, saying, without 
Christ I can do nothing. 11. Hearts that are troub- 
led when they drive heavily in duty, and are weary 
of their remissness. 12. Hearts tender of the peace 
of God, afraid of sin, and grieving the Spirit. 

13. Hearts concerned about the success of this ordi- 
nance, both with respect to themselves and others. 

14. Hearts concerned for want of sufficient prepara- 
tion, praying, with Hezekiah, for pardon and accept- 
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ance, though not cleansed according to the purifica- 
tion of the sanctuary, 2 Chron. 30 : 18, 19. 

IV. Use of exhortation. O communicants, sanc- 
tify youiselves against to-morrow, that the Lord may 
come down and do wonders among you, wonders of 
mercy for your souls. 

Motive 1. Consider that the near approach you 
are to make to God at his table to-morrow, is the 
nearest approach you can possibly make on this side 
of death. Consider what preparation God required 
of the Israelites for receiving the fiery law at Mount 
Sinai, Exod. 19 : 10, 11, " God commanded them 
to sanctify themselves, wash their clothes and be 
ready against the third day, for upon that day the 
Lord would come down upon Mount Sinai, in sight 
of all the people." What awful fear and trembling 
do you imagine was there among them, when God 
came down in a thick doud, when the trumpet began 
to sound, the thunder to orack, the mountain to 
smoke, and the earth to tremble under the weight of 
the great God descending on it. Well, you should 
be under the same awe of God in this solemn ordi- 
nance as they were. It is true, he comes not down 
with such terror, to give a fiery law, as on Mount 
Sinai, but to deliver the gospel of peace firom Mount 
Sion. But mind, it is the same God that speaks, 
hath the same majesty, the same authority, and 
therefore you should prepare as carefully, and be as 
humble before him, as the Israelites were. Were 
God to come down among you to-morrow in terrible 
majesty, should a thick cloud fill this house, and 
lightning break out, and should you hear the thun- 
der of his voice, " I am the Lord, thou shalt have no 
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other gods before me," certainly such a dreadful 
glory would make your hearts tremble within you, 
and the earth tremble beneath you. Well, then, God 
is come down as really among you as among the 
Israelites, hear him with the same reverence, and be 
as intent upon adoration as they were. Let not his 
gracious and familiar way of condescending to deal 
with you, tempt you to come with less preparation 
and reverence. 

2. Consider the nature of that God you are to 
approach to. 1. A great and mighty God, Psal. 89 : 
7, 8, " God is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are about him. O Lord, God of hosts, who is 
a strong Lord like unto thee ; or to thy faithfulness 
round about thee ? " Would we feast with a great 
King with filthy hands and garments ? Joseph pre- 
pared himseK by shaving himself, and changing his 
raiment, before he went in to Pharaoh; and wilt 
thou not prepare thyself, by putting thy soul in the 
holiest dress and humblest posture, when thou art to 
go to the King of heaven and earth ? 2. He is a 
jealous and omniscient God, most jealous of his 
honor, and will come in to see the guests, Matth. 22 : 
11, and then he will spy every unprepared and un- 
sanctified guest ; he notices the state of your souls, 
the frame of your hearts, the ends of your commu- 
nicating, and your preparation beforehand. Oh 
then sanctify yourselves, before you come to the 
feast. 3. He is a pure and holy God; he cannot 
hold communion with unholy persons, he will be 
sanctified in them that come nigh him, Lev. 10 : 3, 
he will be attended as a holy God, in a holy man- 
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ner. Did a holy angel set tryst [meeting] with you 
at a certain place, against such an hour, would you 
not prepare with all seriousness and solemnity to at- 
tend him ? Oh ! but it is the God of angels that 
trysts [meets] with you here, even the God, before 
whom the angels adore, and cover their faces and feet 
with their wings and say, " Holy, holy, holy. Lord 
God Almighty." If the linen on the communion 
table, or vessels that hold the elements were foul, ye 
would be ready to exclaim against it ; and no doubt 
there ought to be observed an outward decency in 
this respect. Christ would have the very room in 
good order where he was to eat the passover. But 
oh, it is a small crime to have a foul cloth or vessel, for 
outward elements, in respect to what it is to have a 
foul heart, or an unprepared soul to entertain a holy 
God, and receive the body and blood of Christ. 

3. Consider that God's people used always great 
preparation before solemn approaching to God, Gen. 
36 : 1-5, where we see how solemnly Jacob prcr 
pared himself and his family, when by Gt)d's com- 
mand he was going up to Bethel, to sacrifice unto 
the Lord. ' They change their garments, wash and 
make themselves clean, and put away their strange 
gods.' How much more ought we to prepare when 
we go not only to Bethel, God's house, but to God's 
table, by changing our garments of sin, and putting 
on Christ's righteousness by faith, and putting away 
and mortifying our lusts and idols of jealousy ! We 
see also the Psalmist'.s preparations for approaching 
to God, PsaL 26 : 6, " I will wash my hands in in- 
nocency, so will I compass thine altar, O Lord." 
The Jews had great preparation for the passover, 
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and so should we for tl^e Lord's supper that is come 
in its room. Wherefore we find the primitive Chris- 
tians used to sit up whole nights at prayer before the 
Lord's supper, which they called vigilice. 

4. Consider that the matter of the sacrament re- 
quires solemn preparation. Solomon directs us, 
when we are to eat with a ruler, to consider what 
is set before us, Prov, 22 : 1. There are here the 
symbols of Christ's body and blood, rare food ! It is 
a great sin to abuse common meat and drink, or to 
partake of these without some serious thought be- 
forehand. We would have vessels clean to hold 
our ordinary food; but here is soul food, heaven's 
dainties, the jewel of heaven. Christ's body in the 
sacrament must be wrapt in a clean soul, as well as 
his body by Joseph of Arimathea, was wrapt in clean 
linen and laid in a new tomb, 

5. The duties to be performed at the Lord's 
table require preparation, namely : Covenanting 
with God, renewing our baptismal vow, express- 
ing our love to Christ, feasting on a broken Christ. 

6. You are naturally unfit for this ordinance; 
naturally you have neither habitual nor actual prep- 
aration, being dead in sins and trespasses, leprous, 
loathsome, carnal, and earthly-minded. Wherefore 
we must be quickened and purified, before we can 
hold communion with a holy God. 

7. Because communion with God would be alto- 
gether disagreeable to an unsanctified soul, he would 
weary of it and take no pleasure in it. 

8. Because of the great advantage of this prepa- 
ration, Gx)d will come to-morrow, and work wonders 
of mercy for such as sincerely aim at preparation. 

29 
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Oh, then, sanctify yourselves. Quest. What are these 
wonders of mercy? Ans, 1. He will raise dead 
souls out of the grave, and put life in them. 2. He 
will warm cold hearts, and put spiritual heat in 
them. 3. He will soften hard, rocky hearts, and 
make them tender and sensible. 4. He will cleave 
the rock and make waters gush out of it, the waters 
of penitential tears. 6. He wiU cure the paralytic, 
trembling hand, that could hardly be stretched out 
or grip to any thing. He will enable the weak soul 
to grip fast to Christ, and subscribe his name to the 
marriage contract. 6. He will strengthen the feeble 
knees and lame feet, and make the soul to run on in 
the way of his commandments with enlarged heart. 
7. He will kill strong Goliahs and lusts that defied 
the armies of the God of Israel 8. He will fix a 
wandering heart, and fix it on God and things above. 
9. He will heal a wounded conscience by the balm 
of Gilead. 10. He will brighten a dark, cloudy 
mind, and resolve all the doubts and fears of believ- 
ers. 11. He will give a sight of the King in his 
beauty, a view of the smUes of Christ's lovely face. 

12. He will give a seal of pardon of all your sins. 

13. He will give a Pisgah view of Canaan, a sight 
of the promised land. 14. He will feed the hungry, 
and fill them with the dainties of heaven. Oh these 
are rare wonders of grace that Christ will work for 
the prepared soul. Oh preparation is your seed-time, 
receiving is your harvest. Now as a man soweth, 
so shall he reap ; ' h^ that soweth sparingly, shall 
reap sparingly, and he that soweth bountifully, shall 
reap also bountifully,' 2 Cor. .9:6. It is in the 
duty of partaking, as in the duty of praying, the 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENBIX. 339 

more prepared a man's heart is to pray, the greater 
is his return from heaven. Psal. 10 : 17, ' Thou wilt 
prepare their hearts, thou wilt cause thine ear to 
hear,' So it may be said in the cause of receiving. 
Thou wilt prepare the heart, thou wilt cause thine 
hand to give. When God prepares a man's heart 
for duty, it is a token he hath a hand prepared for 
mercy. Hence the Lord makes that gracious prom- 
ise, PsaL 81 : 10, * Open thy mouth wide and I will 
fill it,' q* d. I will enlarge my hand as you enlarge 
your heart He saith, as Joseph to his steward, 
Gen. 44 : 1, ' Fill the men's sacks as much as they 
can carry.' So as Joseph's brethren prepared sacks 
in number and largeness, so did they carry corn 
away. And as you bring prepared hearts to the or- 
dinance, fio shall you reap benefit thereby. 

9. Because of the great danger in coming unpre- 
pared. If you do not sanctify and prepare yourselves, 
God will come and do wonders of judgment, won- 
ders of wrath among you. 1. He may inflict bodily 
disease, as 1 Cor. 11 : 30. 2. He may send untimely 
death. 3. He may smite with desertion from God. 
4. He may send darkness on the mind. 5. He may 
smite with deadness and impenitency on the heart. 
6. With decaying and withering on the gifts and 
graces. 7. He may send a leanness and barrenness 
on the soul. 8. He may smite with formality and 
lifelessness in duty. 9. With searedness on the con- 
science, so as it shall challenge for no sin. 10. He 
may send horror and terror on the conscience, so as 
to make it a Magormissabib. 11. He may let Satan 
loose against you with temptations, atheistical and 
blasphemous thoughts. 12. He may send you to 
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hell from the communion table, as Matt 22 : 12, 13, 
" And he saith unto him. Friend, how camest thou in 
hither, not having on a wedding garment? And he 
was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, 
bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and 
cast him into outer darkness.'' 

Quest. How shall I get my heart sanctified and 
prepared, so as I may expect the Lord will come and 
do wonders of grace for me to-morrow ? Ans. There 
is a twofold preparation, habitual and actual; you 
may study both, and habitual preparation in the first 
place. Quest, What is habitual preparation ? Ans. 
It hath several ingredients in it. 1. A covenant re- 
lation to God in Christ. 2. A principle of spiritual 
fife. 3. A state of peace with God. 4. The impu- 
tation of Christ's righteousness. 5. An universal 
change by regenerating grace. 6. The inhabitation 
of the Spirit 7. A holy conversation. 8. The lamp 
of a profession. Quest. 2. What is actual prepa- 
ration for the Lord's supper? Am. 1. Sequestrat- 
ing ourselves firom the world. 2. Self-examination. 
3. Humiliation for sin. 4. Renewing of our personal 
covenant with God in Christ 5. Reformation of 
what is amiss. 6. Exciting of all the graces to a 
hvely exercise. 7. Meditation on the death and 
sufferings of Christ. 8. Earnest prayer to God for 
preparation and assistance in the work. And after 
your utmost preparation, you must lay no stress 
thereon, but cast yourself wholly on Christ for assist- 
ance, saying, ' It is only in the Lord I have right- 
eousness and strength.' We ought to be denied to 
ourselves, and to look with David to the Lord both 
for assistance and acceptance, Psalm 71 : 16, * I will 
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go in the strength of the Lord, I will make mention 
of thy righteousness, even of thine only.' You ought 
to imitate king Asa, who though he had a great 
army to fight against the Ethiopians, yet cried to the 
Lord, and trusted in him alone for help as you have 
it recorded, 2 Chron. 14 : 11, ' And Asa cried unto 
the Lord his God, and said. Lord, it is nothing with 
thee to help, whether with many, or with them that 
have no power; help us, O Lord our God; for we 
rest on thee, and in thy name we go out against this 
multitude.' So let every communicant say, ' Lord, 
aU my strength and preparations are nought, I have 
no power for celebrating this feast ; help me, O Lord 
my God, for I rest on thee, and in thy name I go to 
this great and weighty ordinance.' And if you come 
forward to-morrow in this self-denied and sanctified 
firame, you have ground to expect that the Lord will 
do wonders of grace and mercy for you. 



ACTION SERMON. 

He beought me to the banqueting house and his banneb 
OVER MB WAS LOVE. — Canticlcs 2 : 4. 

The whole of this song is an allegorical descrip- 
tion of the mysterious union and communion betwixt 
Christ and his church, under the persons of a bride- 
groom and bride, which is a firequent metaphor made 
use of in Scripture. The forty-fifth Psalm, is an 
abridgment of this song. In this chapter Christ and 
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the Church seem to strive who shall outvie each <^her 
in their commendations. Christ first commends the 
Church, and then the Church extols Christ She com- 
pares him to the " apple-tree among the trees of the 
wood," verse 3. Christ is a firuitful bearing tree, but 
the children of men are barren trees. And oh, but his 
shadow is refreshing, and his fruit sweet to a believer. 
But as if the shadow and fruits of an apple-tree were 
too low a simUe, to set forth his excellency and good-* 
ness, she tells us of the entertainment he gives her in 
the banqueting house, in the text. 

Where we have, 1. The place where the Spouse 
was brought to, " the banqueting house," or house of 
wine, that is, of feasting, because wine is a principal 
•part of feasts ; by which we are to understand the 
order, or means, whereby Christ conveys his graces 
and blessings to believers ; and there is none of all 
the ordinances of the gospel that may more fitly be 
called the banqueting or feasting house, than this of 
the Lord's supper, which is the great gospel feast 
wherewith Christ entertains his people on earth. 
Ordinances are called the banqueting house, because 
of the great plenty, variety, and riches of the bless- 
ings he thereby communicates to his people. 

2. We have the person that brings her into this 
banqueting house, and that is Christ, " He brought 
me ; " which shows, 1. Our want of right to these 
blessings of ourselves. All our right is in Christ. 

2. Our impotency to come to the feasting house ; he 
must give us both strength and preparation of soul, 

3. The freeness of his grace in bestowing these 
blessings on us. 

3. The manner how she is brought in, and that is 
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tmder a " banner,'^ standard, or ensign. It is a mil- 
itary word; banners or ensigns are used in camps 
and armies, Psalms 20 : 5, " we will rejoice in thy 
salvation, and in the name of our God will set up 
our banners." Her march or entry into this feasting 
house was joyful and triumphant, such as that of 
people under a displayed banner ; or colors lifted up. 
Colors are useful to draw, invite, engage, and lead 
people after their captain ; and the lifting up or dis- 
playing of colors is a sign to invite and direct those 
of such a party or side, to come to such a place, or 
march such a way. Now, what is the device or 
motto of Christ's banner ; not like those of other 
generals, a lion, an eagle, etc, but Love. The love 
of a crudfiied Jesus is like a banner lifted up and dis- 
played in the gospel for inviting and engaging sin- 
ners to come to him. Love is the banner that Christ 
lifts up and displays this day, to engage you to come 
to him, and lift yourselves under his banner. Love 
is that which leads to the banqueting house, and fur- 
nishes provision and entertainnient for us there. 

Observe 1. That Christ has rich feasts in the 
ordinances for entertaining his people's souls. 

2. That the banner which Christ displays for 
drawing us to him is love. 

As to the first, I shall show, !• That Christ in the 
ordinances doth provide feasts for his people's souls. 
2. That the Lord's supper in particular is one prin- 
cipal feast that he prepares for them. 3. Why he 
prepares such a feast. 4. Shall apply. 

As to the first, it is evident, 1. From God's prom- 
ise to his people, Psalms 36 : 8, "They shaU be 
abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house ; 
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and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleafiures." Isaiah 35 : 6, ^^ And in this mountain 
shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people, a feast 
of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees weU re- 
fined." This promise is concerning the gospel times. 
From Prov. 9 : 2, where " wisdom," that is, Christ, is 
said to have ^< killed her beasts, mingled her wine, 
and furnished her table." And to name no more, 
from Luke xv., where the father prepares the fatted 
calf for his penitent prodigal. 

2. Prom the experience of God's people, as of . 
David, Psalms 4:6. 68 : 5, and 65 : 4, and partic- 
ularly from the experience of the church in the text, 
God's people can set their seal to this truth. 

As to the second head. That the Lord's supper is 
one principal feast, which the Lord prepares for his 
people. Wherefore it is called the table of the Lord, 
1 Cor. 10 : 21. It is called " a feast on the sacrifice of 
Christ," 1 Cor. 5 : 7, 8, " a wedding feast," Matt. 22 : 
4. In these places the Lord's supper is principally 
pointed at I shall here show wherein the Lord's 
supper resembles a feast ; yea, it is not an ordinary 
feast, it is a rich, royal, and magnificent feast. 

1. At a feast there is rich and noble provision. 
So here there is more than bread and wine, even the 
body and blood of Christ, " my flesh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed," John 6: 56. What 
bread and wine afford to the body, namely, strength, 
comfort, and nourishment, the same doth the body 
and blood of Christ, received by faith, yield to the 
souL Here is spiritual food to the hungry soul, 
bread that strengthens man's heart, and wine that 
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cheers the fainting spirits. Behold, here is wis- 
dom's gate, and wisdom's feast It is good for us to 
be here, good to wait at her door-posts. Here the 
breasts of consolation are drawn forth, here we may- 
suck and be satisfied. Here the fountain of life, and 
the wells of salvation are opened, the stone rolled 
from the well's mouth. Here is the hidden manna, 
angel's food, bread from heaven, yea the fruits of the 
tree of life, that grows in the midst of the paradise of 
God. Here is the water of life that springs from 
beneath the throne of God and the Lamb, clear as 
• crystal; if you get but one drop of it, .it shall be an 
everlasting spring in your soul, so that you need not 
thirst after carnal comforts and enjoyments. Here 
are the grapes of Canaan, the fruits that grow in the 
land of promise ; yea, clusters of these grapes are at 
this feast; the first-fruits of heaven. In a word, there 
is at this spiritual feast for the soul to feed on, Christ 
crucified and all his benefits and purchase. And are 
there not many dishes and delicacies here ? 

1. Here is pardon of sin sealed to a believer. Oh, 
is not this a rare feast of excellent cheer. Matt 9 : 2, 
*^ Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee." Here 
you get Christ's blood, which was shed for many for 
the remission of sins. Here we clasp about a cruci- 
fied Christ as the great propitiatory sacrifice for our 
sins, and accept of him as the Lord our righteous- 
ness; and thus we receive the remission of sins. 
Here God saith to a believer, as Nathan to David, 
2 Sam. 12 : 13, " The Lord hath put away thy sins, 
thou shalt not die." Here we hear the voice of joy 
and gladness, which hath made many a broken bone 
to rejoice. Is there any thing more sweet than par- 
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don to a condemned man near the place of execu- 
tion? and what can give more joy, than a free dig- 
charge to a sinner arrested by justice, and drawn to 
hell's door to be cast into that prison for debt, out of 
which there is no redemption ? 

2, We have peace and friendship with God ; oh, 
rare dish ; not only to be freed of a burden of debt, 
that would have weired us down to hell ; and for 
which millions already have been carried thither, and 
are roaring under it without hope ; but also to be 
received into special favor with God. For in this 
sacrament a covenant of peace and friendship is ' 
sealed and confirmed. Oh, must it not be a sweet 
cordial for an enemy, a rebel, to be owned as a 
special favorite of the King of heaven, so that the 
soul may send a challenge to hell and earth, and 
bid defiance to men and devils, Roni« 7: 33, 34, 
"who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that justifieth, who is he that con- 
demneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us." And you 
may say with David, Psalms 4 : 8, " I wiU both lay 
me down in peace, and sleep, for thou. Lord, only 
makest me to dwell in safety." Come life, come 
death, I am safe ; my conscience is disburdened, and 
I am at ease. 

3. Adoption is another of the dishes of this feast. 
You are not only made a fiiend, but a son and heir; 
and in this sacrament you got sasine and infeftraent 
of the children's privileges, relations, and inheritance. 
And here God saith, I will be a father to thee ; and 
son, thou shalt be ever with me, and all that I have 
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is thine. Thou shalt have my blessing and love, the 
smiles of my face, the kisses of my mouth, and the 
arms of my grace to support and preserve thee. 
Thou shalt have my son for thy elder brother, thy 
priest and advocate, my angels to be thy guards, my 
providence to be thy protector and manager. Thou 
shalt have manna in the wilderness, and water out 
of the rock. Thou shalt be my heir, and joint-heir 
with my eternal Son and first-born. Thou shalt 
have heaven for thy home, Christ's throne for thy 
seat, and a kingdom for thy portion ; an honorable 
maintenance while here, and an incorruptible inher- 
itance hereafter. 

4. Another dish is peace of conscience. This is 
one of the precious legacies which Christ leaves in 
this testament, which is here sealed, John 14 : 27. It 
is here Christ speaks peace to his people, and to his 
saints, here he breathes peace upon them, as in Luke 
24 : 36. Do doubts and fears arise within you, that 
hinder you to believe the good news, as with the 
disciples; so there is that in this sacrament which 
may check all these fears. Luke 24 : 38, 39, « Why 
are ye troubled, and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet that it is I 
myself; handle me, and see," etc. Oh, but the prints 
of the nails may calm the doubting conscience, and 
quiet thy fears. 

5. Supplies and strength to our weak and decayed 
graces. Here Christ's storehouse is opened, and we 
may get grace for grace out of his fulness; here the 
smoking flax may be kindled into a flame, and the 
bruised reed find support ; here you may get weak 
faith strengthened, cold love inflamed, weak desire 
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kindled, repentance renewed, hope made lively, the 
soul fitted and fortified for trials and sufferings, and 
prepared for passing through the valley of the shadow 
of death. Yea, in a word, you may get all your 
wants supplied, aU your grievances redressed and 
maladies remedied. Here you may get a meal that 
will both satisfy and beget a stomach in you, that 
will prove life to your souls, and poison to your lusts. 
It is here the empty soul is filled, the starving crea- 
ture fed, the poor beggar enriched, the harpl heart 
softened, the cold heart warmed, the dead soul quick- 
ened, the paralytic hand cured, the blind eye enlight- 
ened, the thirsty heart satisfied, the feeble knees 
strengthened, the straitened heart enlarged, the wan- 
dering heart fixed, the creeping desires elevated, the 
cloudy soul brightened, and the doubting soul re- 
solved. Oh, are not these gracious and blessed 
changes ! Here you may get strength against your 
strong lusts and temptations, and furniture for every 
duty, so as you may pray with enlargement, hear 
with comfort, praise with elevation of mind, and 
meditate with delight. 

6. Here is Christ's gracious presence, and a sight 
of his countenance; that is a rare delicate in this 
feast, that satisfies the soul. Psalms xvL ult "In 
thy presence is fulness of joy," that was the Psalm- 
ist's heaven upon earth. It is here Christ trysts with 
his people, here he walks with them, and is held by 
them in the galleries ; here he visits them, and holds 
communion with them, intimates his love, and kisses 
them with the kisses of his mouth. Here they see the 
King in his beauty, here the saints have beheld the 
beauty of the Lord, Psalms 27 : 4. Oh, this is worth 
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our while. Oh, let it be our errand this day to meet 
with Christ, and see his blessed face. God's pe9ple in 
all ages have placed their happiness here. Abraham 
rejoiced in a sight of Christ, though afar off, at nine- 
teen hundred years' distance. The wise men thought 
worth their while, to undertake a long journey from 
the east to see him, though but new-born. Old Sim- 
eon desires to see no more on earth, after he gets a 
sight of him, though a child. Zaccheus ran and 
climbed up a tree to see him, though despised of men. 
Oh, now he is shining in glory, shall we not desire a 
sight of him ? David desired it as his " one thing," 
Psalms x^xvii., though he then wanted his throne and 
kingdom. The spouse seeks it as her one thing, 
Cant. 3:3," Saw you him whom my soul loveth ? " 
Oh, but a sight of him would make your face to 
shine, a sight of him in his love, in his dyed gar- 
ments, treading out the wine-press alone. 

7. Another dish is the comfort of his Spirit, and 
the clearing up your interest in Christ and glory, a 
sight of heaven, and your names written in the book 
of life, so that all your fears may be scattered, ob- 
jections answered, doubts resolved, and likewise 
the evidences of your graces cleared up to you, so 
that though you doubted before if you had faith, yet 
now you may be enabled to say with the poor man, 
** Lord, I believe." You doubted before of your love, 
but now may say with Peter, " Lord, thou that 
knowest all things, knowest that I love thee." You 
doubted before of your interest in Christ, but now 
you can say with Thomas, " My Lord, and my God ; " 
with Job, " I know that my Redeemer liveth ;" and 
with Paul, I know in whom I have believed." 

30 
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Thus have I shown you some of the rich provis- 
ion and noble entertainment prepared in this banquet 
before you. Yea, you see it is not only rich provis- 
ion but there are choice rarities here, hidden manna, 
angel's food ; yea, not only choice, but pleniy and 
variety, food adapted to our souls' nature and facul- 
ties ; food to nourish, strengthen, delight, and refresh 
the soul. Here is food suitable to all the faculties, 
light to the mind, peace to the conscience, satisfac- 
tion to the will, and food to all the affections. Here 
love may satisfy itself in embracing the chief among 
ten thousands. Desire may satisfy itself in clasping 
the desire of all nations. Delight may here bathe 
itself in the river of pleasure. In a word, what can 
the soul need but is here ? for Christ is made of 
God to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. Here is precious blood to purge away 
our deep guilt ; here is perfect righteousness to cover 
our naked soul; here are riches, and unsearchable 
riches in Christ; righteousness for our justification, 
and grace for our sanctification ; here all things are 
given us richly to enjoy ; here hope may feed on the 
great and gracious promises. 

2d. At feasts there used to be lavers for the guests 
to wash in, as at the marriage feast in Cana of 
Galilee, where were six water-pots set for purification. 
John 2 : 6. Doth sense of defilement fear . you from 
partaking ? Behold, here is a fountain opened, Zeck. 
13 : 1. Oh come and wash in it, that ye may be fit 
to compass God's altar, and sit down at his table. 

3d. At banquets there used to be mirth and cheer- 
fulness, so here, when prodigal sinners first return to 
their father, he hath mirth and music to entertain 
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them, see Luke 15: 24. The tidings of Christ's 
purchase and the promises, are the best music and 
melody in the world ; the news of what he hath done 
and suffered, ought to fill your hearts and lips with 
the high praises of God, and thankful admiration of 
Christ and redeeming love. O believers, consider 
you are not to come like mourners to a funeral, but 
like children to your Father's feast, a royal feast 
" I will bring them to my holy mountains and make 
them joyful in my house of prayer, saith the Lord ; " 
so that ye may eat this bread with joy, and drink 
this wine with a merry heart, in hopes of God's 
accepting you and your sacrifice. Eccl. 9 : 7. 

4th. At feasts there is the master of the feast, to 
bid the guests welcome, as ready as the father to wel- 
come the prodigal child. Christ is the master of this 
feast; he hath sent forth his servants, to call and 
invite you to the feast, and now he is come to the 
table to bid you welcome, as in Cant. 5:1. " Eat, 
O friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved." 

5th. At feasts there are servants to attend the 
guests ; here the ministers are stewards and servants 
to attend Christ's guests at this feast ; and their work 
is to direct you to the table, and to give every one 
their portion of meat in due season. God grant we 
give not the children's bread to dogs, and them 
that have no right to it. We know not the heart ; ye 
all have professed yourselves to be children ; oh do 
not mock God and his servants. 

6th. Here is a blessing craved by the master of 
this feast ; yea, he has commanded, and will com- 
mand the blessing, and his servants are to pray for 
the virtue of that blessing to this table. 
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7th. At a feast there is good company. Oh there 
is rare company at this feast. " The king sits at his 
table," Cant. 1 : 12, even the King of Glory. Christ 
himself is there present, and the Father also ; for in 
this feast we have fellowship with the Father and the 
Son, through the Holy Spirit. Here the children of 
God, yea the glorious saints above sit at his table, 
and share with us in this feast. It is true, they sit at 
the upper end of the table, and we are at the lower 
end. They have better appetites, better music ; they 
feed on a naked Christ, we by signs and symbols ; 
but we have all the same cheer. Oh what a great 
and good company is here ! We read of Belshazzar 
that made a feast for a thousand of his Lords, Dan. 
5 : 1. But here is a feast for many thousands, yea, 
to all believers, Jews and Gentiles, an open free feast. 
Isa. XXV. And we read that Ahasuerus made a feast 
to all his princes and servants, which lasted one hun- 
dred and eighty days, Esth. 1 : 4. But here is a feast 
which lasts to all eternity. 

in. As to the third head, why he prepares such a 
feast for his people? Ans. 1. To be a solemn 
memorial of his love to sinners, in suffering and 
djdng for them ; and this memorial is to be kept up 
through all generations till Christ's second coming. 
Just so the passover was a commemorating feast to 
the Israelites of their protection and deliverance from 
the bondage of Egypt. 

2. To discover his infinite riches and goodness to 
poor sinners, so Ahasuerus, Esth, 1 : 3, 4, " made a 
feast to all his princes and servants, to show them 
the riches of his excellent majesty." 

3. To express the joy and satisfaction he hath in 
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the believer's coming to him. The father of the 
prodigal evidenced his joy for the return of his son, 
(who was dead and now alive, lost and found,) by a 
feast and music. O believers, this is the day of the 
gladness of Christ's heart ; glad is he to see his prod- 
igals returning, and this feast is the welcome home. 

4. To express his love to believers, and that he 
might have opportunity of nearer communion and 
fellowship with them. At feasts people have great 
freedom and familiarity with one another, mutual 
expressions of kindness, communicating of secrets, 
rejoicing in one another. Oh but many a poor soul 
has been ravished with Christ's love here, and with 
the wine of his consolation ; he hath made rare dis- 
coveries of his love to them. 

5. To ratify and confirm the covenant between 
God and us. It was usual in the eastern countries 
to ratify contracts and covenants by eating and 
drinking together. So it was in the covenant made 
between Isaac and Abimelech ; see Gen. 26 : 28, 
30. And so it was a federal rite between Laban 
and Jacob, Gen. 31 : 46, between the Israelites and 
Gibeonites, Joshua 9 : 14, between David and Abner, 
2 Sam. 3 : 20. Consider, then, this is a covenanting 
feast, here a solenm bargain between God and us is 
sealed and ratified. What is the bargain ? See the 
tenor of the covenant. Acts xvi. : 31, " Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
Here we engage to believe in Christ, and Christ 
engages to save us. Here God promises to be to us 
a God, and we promise to be to him a people. Here 
God promises and seals the benefits of the covenant 
on his part, and we promise to seal the duties of the 
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covenant on our part Here Grod's giving the signs 
is a seal on his part, and our taking them is a seal on 
ours. Here Christ gives us his soul and body to save 
us, and we give our souls and bodies to serve him. 
Here God binds himself to be faithful, and we bind 
ourselves to be constant. Yea, we here s weax allegi- 
ance to Christ over his broken body and shed blood. 

6. To be a cordial to his poor fainting ones, and 
for strengthening the weak and feeble of his people. 
Many of his people are sore cast down, and have 
dwelt long with fears and horrors ; and this is a re- 
lief to them, here Christ smiles and speaks peace. 
Others are weak in grace, here he brings them sup- 
plies, here the decayed have renewed their strength, 
here the lame have been made to leap as a hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb to sing. 

7. To fortify and encourage against all difficulties 
and trials we may meet with in Christ's service. 
We are to look for reproaches and persecutions if we 
hold fast by Christ. Satan and the world will not 
be idle, see Heb. 10 : 32. Here is a meal and cordial 
to hearten us for it ; and some have met with that 
in this feast which hath made them cheerfully ven- 
ture on sufferings, and resolve never to leave Christ 
An hour of sealing animates the soul for an hour of 
suffering. If the Redeemer smUe on us, and his love 
be shed abroad in our hearts, we can bear any things 
suffer any thing, lose any thing, and not be discour- 
aged. Oh then come, and take in provision against 
the evil day, for ye have a wilderness to go through. 
Elijah was excited to take a double meal, for his 
journey was long. So if you would have strength 
for your journey, oh here you may have it ; here is 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 355 

food more subsisting, durable, and nourishing than 
Elijah's cake and cruise of water, of which he ate 
and drank, and in the strength of that meal went 
forty days and forty nights, unto Horeb the mount 
of Grod, 1 Kings 19 : 6-8. What bread and wine 
afford to the body, the same doth Christ's body and 
blood in the sacrament, received by faith, afford to 
the soul, namely, strength, comfort, nourishment 
And who but a madman would be so cruel to him- 
self, as to deny his faint body its stated meals 
and relief? Oh may it not encourage you, that 
whatever your straits, bodily wants, or necessities are, 
and however you may be despised, you have a great 
King that honors you, owns you, takes you to a feast 
with himself here, and will shortly call you to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb above. 

8. To wean you from the vain pleasures and 
comforts of the world, and from sensual delights ; 
and to make you long for that glorious and full 
feast above. This is a foretaste of it, and should 
stir up a hunger for it ; for this feast is the first-fruits 
of heaven. 

Improvement I. I infer what a horrid calumny it 
is, that is raised against the ways of Christ by the 
devil and the world, that they are sad and melan- 
choly, of purpose to fright men from them. No, you 
see Christ has royal feasts for his people, the world 
knows little of. A believer would not give a crumb 
of this spiritual feast for many days of worldly feasts. 

11. Admire his condescension, that the Lord of 
glory should make such a feast for beggars, see 
Luke 24: 21, poor worms, vile sinners, that de- 
serve not a dog's crumb beneath the table, and 
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come and sit down with the children at the table ! 
Oh what are we that he should deal so with us, 
sinners vile as the mire, and black as hell. You have 
far greater cause to wonder at this privilege than 
Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. 9:7, " David said to him, I 
will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy fa- 
ther's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul 
thy father, and thou shalt eat bread at my table con- 
tinually ; " observe his answer, " What is thy servant 
that thou shouldst look upon such a dead dog as 1 
am?" 

III. How inexcusable are they who slight this 
feast that has cost Christ so dear, more than fen 
thousand kingdoms ? He has made all things ready, 
and has been calling sinners to come. Consider how 
grievously the king took it, when he made his mai- 
riage supper, and those that were bidden would not 
come, Luke 14 : 24. 

IV. Exhortation. O communicants, who have 
been preparing for this feast, come away to the mar- 
riage, all things are ready on Christ's part. But 
how shall I get access to the banqueting house? 
Ans. Employ Christ to bring you in. It is he alone 
that brings his spouse in. You may come to the 
table, and get the outward elements, but unless 
Christ bring you in to the banqueting house, ye 
will not be taken in. It is only Christ that can give 
you appetites, and clothe you with the wedding gar- 
ment ; it is only he that can quicken the dead soul, 
and strengthen the weak, " I can do all things through 
Christ's strengthening me," saith Paul. He only can 
send the Comforter, the north and south gales of the 
Spirit. He only can remove the burden of sin, and 
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take away the heart of stone, dissolve doubts and 
scatter clouds. Oh look and long for him then to 
bring you in, and say with those in John 9 : 56, 
" What think ye, will he come to the feast ? " will he 
bring me in to the banqueting house ? will he touch 
my heart and take me by the hand ? Poor sinner, I 
will tell you whom he will bring in. It is true, it is 
not every one ; many come thronging to the feast that 
have no ground to expect to be taken in. But there 
are some he wiU bring in, and they are these: 
1. The hungry and thirsty sinner that is longing 
for a meeting with Christ, sensible of his needs and 
want, and crying, oh a crumb from his hand, a drop 
from his wound, a seal of pardon from that table, 
else I die. These have a promise to be filled. 2. The 
poor, broken-hearted, humbled soul, that has a deep 
sense of his own nothingness, and unworthiness, say- 
ing, I am not worthy that Christ should come under 
my roof, and far less worthy that I should come un- 
der Christ's roof, my sins are so many and great. Is 
there any standing afar off with the publican, afraid 
to come to the holy table, saying, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner," Christ will come to such, Isa. 57 : 15. 
" He will receive the spirit of the humble, and the 
heart of the contrite ones." 3. The poor praying 
wrestUng soul, that has been putting up many a 
petition, sigh, and groan for access, sajiing, " Oh that 
I knew where to find him ! " Oh when wilt thou 
come unto me, how long wilt thou hide thy face! 
Oh have ye been storming heaven with your cries 
last week, last night, and this morning ! Have ye 
been knocking for the opening of the door of the 
banqueting house ? he will come and bring such in. 
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4. All the friends and lovers of Christ will be taken 
in. Oh sinner, art thou such, see thy warrant and thy 
welcome, Cant. 5 : 1. Oh, say some, I cannot be a 
friend to Christ, but I wish him well, and his people 
and interest I cannot say I am a true lover of 
Christ ; but I find my heart glowing and warming 
with desire to him, and I would give all the world 
I had these glowings kindled into a flame. Take 
courage, poor soul. Christ will not quench the smok- 
ing flax, he will blow it up into a flame, and take 
thee in. 5. All sincere covenanting souls, that have 
been yesternight and this morning honestly consent- 
ing to the bargain offered in the gospel, content to 
close with Christ as he offers himself, to renounce 
their idols and lusts, and to give Christ, their hearts. 
Is there any soul willing to open to Christ ? Oh 
then he will take you in. Rev. 3 : 20, " If any man 
open the door, I will come into him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me." O poor sinners, that 
never opened your hearts to Christ, be persuaded to 
open to a bountiful Lord ; open your hearts to him, 
and he will open his banqueting house to you. O 
sinner, hast thou no need of Christ's dainties ; art 
thou not a poor perishing, starving soul, a famished 
prodigal, and needest thou not the bread of life ! 
Christ is at the door with variety of blessings, and 
ready to opei;| his l:j0.nqueting house to you. Oh will 
ye open to him ? Consider that if you do not accept 
of Christ he may pass such a sentence against you, 
as in Luke 14 : 24, " For I say unto you, that none 
of these men which were bidden shall taste of my 
supper." Oh will it not be dreadful to see the saints 
sitting at the royal feast in heaven, and you yonr- 
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selves shut out, like a company of starving beggars 
standing about the doors where the marriage supper 
is kept? they see the lights, and behold the rich 
dishes carried up, they hear the mirth and music of 
the guests, but not a bit comes to their share. 

But as for you that are content to accept of Christ 
on his o^vn terms, come away to the marriage sup- 
per ; Christ the master of the feast invites you, and 
will make you welcome. And in coming to this 
feast observe the following directions : — 

1. Come with holy awe and reverence of God, 
the master and maker of this feast. If ye were going 
to a prince's table, you would have some awe upon 
your spirits ; mind the master of the feast is a 
glorious, holy, and jealous God, that will not be 
mocked. 

2. Come with a pure heart and clean hands ; wash 
your hands in the tears of true repentance, purge 
them of all filth, through the blood of Jesus, which 
cleanseth from all sins, otherwise you will affront the 
master of this feast. Should a beggar that has been 
wallowing in a puddle, intrude himself in that con- 
dition into a prince's company, sit down at his table, 
and dip his besmeared hands into the same dish with 
him, how would he take it? Oh come not with 
filthy rags and filthy hands to this holy table, but 
repent of every sin, renounce every sin, and resolve 
against every sin. 

3. Come with a holy fear and jealousy over your- 
selves, afraid that ye be not ready. Cry, Lord, let 
me not wrong Christ or my own soul, this day ; oh 
let me not betray the Son of God with a kiss ; oh let 
me not murder Christ or my own soul, contract blood 
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guiltiness, or drink damnation. Oh what if I want 
the wedding garment when the King comes to view 
the guests ? 

4. Come with a broken and bleeding heart to view 
the slain lamb. Oh will not the dying groans and 
bleeding wounds of Christ move you ? When you 
see him stretched out and nailed, will ye not cry, oh 
behold my Saviour that was nailed for me, dying 
with love in his heart, and smiles in his face ; oh it 
was my sins drove in these nails. Remember the 
sun veiled his face in the time of Christ's sufferings, 
fainted at the sight, and could not look; oh veil 
yours, retire inwardly, and take amends of sin, the 
cause of his sufferings. 

5. Have on the wedding garment, namely, faith 
in a Redeemer's righteousness. Come relying on 
him for acceptance, and look to him for strength and 
furniture. Look up to him, O dead soul, for life and 
quickening. How unseemly will it be to see a com- 
pany of dead corpses set down to the feast of the liv- 
ing God ? Oh be acting faith in a lively manner on 
Christ, for faith is the life of all. Oh come reach 
hither thy finger, and behold Christ's hands ; reach 
hither thy hand, and feel the prints of the nails, and 
mark the spear, and cry with Thomas, "My Lord, 
and my God ; here I will rest, and here I will stay." 
In the clefts of his wounds my soul will take shelter, 
where justice shall not reach me. 

6. Come with love, for it is a love feast. Oh love 
Christ that is both the master, the maker, and matter 
of the feast, Christ's heart is bleeding and burning 
with love to you, oh let yours do so to him. With- 
out love ye have nothing to do here. Come also 
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with love and charity to all men, be ready to for- 
give every one, as ye would have God to forgive 
you. 

7. Come with panting and thirsting desires, to 
see and meet with Christ, saying, I care not who be 
here, if Christ be absent. Oh the desire of my soul 
is towards him, and the remembrances of his name. 

8. Come with expectation, depending only on 
Christ's merits, God's promises, and free mercy in 
Christ, greedily expecting someihing from Christ this 
day ; as the poor cripple man did from Peter and 
John, Acts 3 : 4, 6, " And Peter fastening his eyes 
upon him, with John, said, look on us. And he 
gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something 
of them." "We ordinarily receive little, because we 
expect little. Oh raise your desires and expecta- 
tions, for ye come to a merciful and liberal God, that 
will not let the expectation of the poor perish, PsaL 
9:18. 

9. Come resigning yourselves to Christ. Give up 
your hearts to Christ, saying. Lord, I have no sacri- 
fice to bring but my heart, oh that it were a thou* 
sand times better than it is, it should be thine ; Lord, 
accept of this poor sacrifice. 

10. Come with admiration and praise. Oh the 
high praises of God should be in our mouths. Won- 
der, and praise God for the contrivance of our re- 
demption, and for making choice of such a Re- 
deemer. Oh wonder and praise our Redeemer for 
leaving his throne of glory for a manger ; yea for a 
cross and a grave, and all for the sake of us. Say 
" Lord, what am I, that thou shouldst part with thy 
glory, yea, with thy blood and Ufe for such a wretch 
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as I am ? Oh how am I ashamed, that I love thee 
no more ; my heart is cold, my tongue is slow, I 
cannot love, I cannot praise. Oh let heaven and 
earth, angels and men, join and extol his £ree grace 
and wondrous love." If you come in such a frame, 
you will be taken into the banqueting house, and his 
banner over you will be love. And this leads me to 
speak a word of the Bawner of Love, 

Christ upon the cross had lifted up a banner of 
love ; he hath declared himself willing to receive 
every soul that wiU come under his banner, and lift 
himself to fight under his colors. As ye are profess- 
ing to leave the devil's standard, and come to Christ, 
by taking your sacrament, (which used to be a mili'- 
tary oath among the Romans,) and swearing allegi- 
ance to Christ ; oh mind ye are not to draw back, 
but to follow the Captain of your Salvation, and 
fight against the devil, the world, and the flesh. If 
ye perjure yourselves, and return to your old ways, 
saying, Welcome drunken cups, bloody oaths, lying, 
etc., ye will incur all the curses of the law, and ven- 
geance of the gospel also. Oh ye will sink deeper 
into hell than others, and ye will be made to cry, 
"Would to God I had been the son of a Pa^n or 
Mahometan. Wherefore own and stand by the ban- 
ner of Christ ; and to encourage you to^ steadfast- 
ness, keep in mind that you have, 1. A noble gen- 
eral, who hath already conquered, and is, ready to. 
join you in the fight. 2. A noble cause, it is the 
Lord's battle, they are God's enemies, and enemies 
to your souls also. 3. You have noble weapons, the 
shield of faith, sword of the Spirit, etc., they are im- 
penetrable and full proof. 4. Noble pay, a white 
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stone, a crown and a new name, grace here, and glory 
hereafter. 5. Ye are sure of victory, if ye fight 
vaKantly, for Christ will fairly bring you out of the 
field at length. 

A banner is a sign of union ; it signifies that all 
who resort to it, are united in one company, under 
such a captain. Oh then study union among your- 
selves. Let the consideration of Christ's love move 
you all to be united, and to love one another. Oh 
shun division, discord, slandering, and backbiting ; 
ye are soldiers of one company, and under one cap- 
tain, and if you divide, enemies will reap advan- 
tage. Again, a banner is a sign of protection, and 
love is the banner that engages Christ to protect his 
people ; as long as Christ loves his people he will 
protect and defend them. Oh then mind your work 
in evil times, flee to Christ's love, and abide in this 
love ; keep your souls in the love of God, clear up 
the evidences of Christ's love, and so you may look 
to him for protection in the worst case; men 
or devils shall do you no hurt, while his banner 
over you is love. Lastly, a banner displayed 
signifies victory. When conquerors win a city, 
they display their colors on the walls; oh has 
Christ this day won your hearts, conquered your 
enemies and lusts, and displayed his banner there- 
upon. Oh it is love that engaged him to make such 
a conquest Be faithful to your friendly conqueror, 
and let not these enemies and rebels get into the 
city again. Oh hold out the city, and fight val- 
iantly under Christ's banner ; be not cowardly, do 
not basely surrender the fort that Christ has won ; 
he has won it, let him wear it, let him possess the 
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throne forever. Say to Christ, as the men of Is- 
rael said to God, Judges 8: 22, " Rule thou over 
us, for thou hast delivered us out of the hand of 
Midian." Oh but Christ has delivered you out of 
the hands of Satan, submit therefore kindly to his 
government and laws, own him King as well as a 
Priest ; surrender willingly the k'eys of your heart to 
him, and keep your heart for him. 
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